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CHAP. XVII. 

Foundation of Conjlatitinopte. — PoUtkat Syftem of 
Confianiine, arid bis Succiffors. — Military Bif^ • 
cipline^^Tbe Palace. — The Finances • 

THE tinfomin^t^ Licinius Was the laft CHAP. 
XVII 
rival who oppofed the greatnefs, and the 
laft captive who adorned the triunnphi 
of Conftantine. Aftef a tranquil and profperous 
reign, the Conqueror bequeathed to his family 
the inheritance of the Roman Empire j a new 
Capital, a new policy, and a new religion j and 
the innovations which he eftsibliflied have been 
embraced and confcdrated by fucceeding genera- 
tions. The age of the great Conftantine and his 
fons is filled with important events j but the hifto- 
rian muft be opprelTcd by their number and va- 
VoL. m. B riety. 
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2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^xvn^' nety, unlefs he diligently feparates from each 
u-v--^ other the fcenes which are connefted only by the 
order of time. He will defcribe the political in- 
ftitutions that gave flrength and liability to thG 
empire, before he proceeds to relate the wars and 
revolutions which haftened its decline. He will 
adopt the divifion unknown to the ancients, of 
civil and ecclefiaftical affairs : the viftory of the 
Chriftians, and their inteftine difcord, will fup- 
ply copious and diftind materials both for edifi- 
cation and for fcandal. 
Defign of After the defeat and abdication of Licinius, 
pi"aT ^^' his vidorious rival proceeded to lay the fouuda- 
A.D. 314. tions of a city, dcftined to reign, in future times, 
the miflrefs of the Eafl, and to furvive the empire 
and religion of Conftantine. The motives, whe- 
ther of pride or of policy, which firft induced 
Diocletian to withdraw himfelf from the ancient 
feat of government, had acquired additional 
weight by the example of his fuccefTors, and the 
habits of forty years. Rome was infenfibly con- 
founded with the dependent kingdoms which had 
once acknowledged her fupremacy 1 and the 
country of the Caefars was viewed with cold in- 
difference by a naartial prince, born in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Danube, educated in the courts 
and armies bf Afia, and invefled with the purple 
by the legions of Britain, The Italians, who had 
received Conftantine as their deliverer, fubmif- 
fively obeyed the edifts which he fometimes con- 
defcended to addrefs to the fenate and people of 
Rome ; but they were fcldom honoured with the 
prefence of tl.cir new fovereign* During the vi- 
' a gour 
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Of TrtE romaK Empire. 3 

gbur of his age, Conftantine, according to the Va- chap* 
Hous exigencies of peace aad war, moved with s«.^.yw 
flow dignity, or with afbive diligence, along the 
frontiers of his extenfive dominions; and was al- 
ways prepared to take the field either againft a 
foreign or a domeftic enemy. But as he gradu- 
ally reached the fummit of profperity and the de- 
cline of life, he began to meditate the defign of 
fixing in a more permanent ftation the ftrength as 
well as majefty of the throne* In the choice of 
an advantageous fituation^ he preferred the con- 
fines of Europe and Alia; to curb, with a power- 
ful arm, the barbarians who dwelt between the 
Danube and the Tanais j to watch with an eye oi 
jealoufy the conduft of the Perfian monarch, who 
indignantly fuppbrted the yoke of an ignominious 
treaty. With thefe views, Diocletian had felefted 
and embelliflied the refidencc of Nicomedia : but 
the memory of Diocletian was juftly abhorred by ^ — 
the proteftor of the church j and Conftantine was 
not iilfenfible to the ambition of founding a city 
which might perpetuate the glory of his own 
name. During the late operations of the war 
againft Licinius, he had fufficient opportunity to 
contemplate, both as a foldier and as a ftatcfmart, ' 
the incomparable pofition of Byzaixtium; and to situatton 
obferve how ftrongly it was guarded by nature ^um^*^* 
agdinft an hoftile attack, whilft it was accef- 
fible on every fide to the benefits of commercial 
intercourfe. Many ages before Conftantine, 
one of the moft judicious hiftorians of aritiqui- 

B 2 ty 
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4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^^ A p. ty * had defcribed the advantages of a fituation, 
*-*-v~' from whence a feeble colony of Greeks derived 
the comnnand of the fea, and the honours of a 
floiirifliing and independent republic*. 
Defcrip- If we furvey Byzantiuni in the extent which it 
Co"n- acquired with the auguft nanne of Conftantinople, 
sTANTi- the figure of the imperial city may be reprcfented 
under that of an unequal triangle. The obtufe 
point, which advances towards the eaft and the 
fhores of Afia, meets and repels the waves of the 
Thraciart Bofphorus. The northern fide of the 
city is bounded by the harbour; and the fouthern 
is walhed by the Propontis, or fea of Marmara* 
The bafis of the triangle is oppofed to the wefl:, 
and terminates the continent of Europe. But the 
admirable form and divifion of the circumjacent 
land and water cannot, without a more ample ex- 
planation, be clearly or fufficiently underftood. 
Tire Boi- The winding channel through which the waters 
p orus. ^£. ^j^^ Euxine flow with a rapid and inccflant 
courfe towards the Mediterranean, received the 
appellation of Bofphorus, a name not lefs cele^^ 

' Polyblus, 1. iv. p. 423. edtt. Cafaubon. He obferves that the 
peace of the Byzantines was frequently difturbed, and the extent of 
their territory contrafted, by the inroads of the wild Thracians. 

* The navigator Byzas, who was ftyled the £ou of Neptune, 
founded the city 656 years before the Chriftian ^ra. His followers 
were drawn from Argos and Megara. Byzantium was afterwards 
rebuilt and fortified by the Spartan general Paufanias* See Scaliger 
Animadverf. ad Eufeb. p. Si. Diicange Conftantinopolis, 1. i. 
parti, cap. 15, 16. With regard to the wars of the Byzantines 
againtt Philip, the Gauls, and the kings of Bithynia, we (hould 
ti*uft none but the ancient writers who lived before the greatnefs oi(' 
the imperial city had excited a fpiritof flattery and fiftion. 

bratcd 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5 

brated in the hiftory, than in the fables, of an- ^^yn^' 
tiquity^. A crowd of temples and of votive aK 
tars, profufely fcattered along its deep and woody 
banks, artefted theunlkilfulnefs, the terrors, and 
the devotion of the Grecian navigators, who, softer 
the example of the Argonauts, explored the dan- 
gers of the inhofpitable Euxine. On thefe banks 
tradition long preferved the memory of the palace 
of Phineus, infcfted by the obfcene harpies *i 
and of the fylvan reign of Amycus, who defied 
the fon of Leda to the combat of the Ceftus ^ 
The ftreights of the Bofphorus are terminated by 
the Cyanean rocks, which, according to the dc- 
fcription of the poets, had once floated on the 
face of the waters -, and were delVined by the gods 
to proteft the entrance of the Euxine againft the 
eye of profane curioficy **. From t;he Cyanean 
rocks to the point and harbour of Byzantium, the 

3 The Bofphoius has been very minutely defcribed by Dionyfius 
of Byzantium, who lived in the time of Domitian (Hudfon Gco- 
graph. Minor, tom. iii.), and by Gilles or Gylllus, a French tra- 
veller of the XVIth century. Tournefort (Lcttre XV.) fcems to 
have ufcd his own eyes and the learning of Gyllius. 

4 There are very few conjcfiures fo happy as tliat of Lc Cere 
(Bibliotheque Univerfelle, tom. i. p. 24.8.), who fuppofes that the 
harpies were only locufts. The Symc or Phaenlcian name of thofe 
infef^s, their noify flight, the ftench and devaftation which they ocr 
cafion, and the north wind which drives them into the fea, all con- 
tribute to form this ilriking refemblance. 

5 The refidence of Amycus was in Afn, between tlie old and the 
new caftlc'S, at a place called Laurus Infana. That of Phineus was 
in Europe, near the village of Mauromole and the Black Sea, See 
Gyllius de Bofph. 1. ii. c. 23. Tournefort, Lettre XV. 

^ The deception was occafioned by fevcral pointed rocks, alter- 
nately covered and abandoned by the waves. At prefent there are 
two Anall iflands, one towards either fliore \ that of £\trope is dif- 
tinj:uifti€d by the column of Pompey. 

B 3 winding 
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6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^xvn ^* "^^"^^"g length of the Bofphorus extends about 
fixteen miles % and its moft ordinary breadth 
may be computed at about one mile and a half. 
The new caftles of Europe and Afia are conftruft- 
cd, on either continent, upon the foundations of 
two celfbrated temples, of Serapis and of Jupiter 
Urius. The oU caftles, a work of the Greek em- 
perors, command the narroweft part ofthe chan^ 
nel, in a place where the oppofite banks advance 
within five hundred paces of each other. Thefe 
fortreffes were reftored and ftrengthened by Ma- 
homet the Second, when he meditated the fiege 
of Conftantinople ' : but the Turkilh conqueror 
was moft probably ignorant, that near two thou- 
fand years before his reign, Darius had chofen the 
fame fituation to conneft the two continents by a 
bridge of boats ^ At a fmall diftance from the 
old cailles we difcover the little town of Chryfo- 
polis, or Scutari, which may almoft be confidercd 
as the Afiatic fuburb of Conftantinople. The 
Bofphorus, as it begins to open rntb the Propon- 
tis, paffcs between Byzantium and Chalcedon. 
The latter of thofe cities was built by the Greeks, 

7 ^he ancients computed one hundred and twenty ftadia, or 
fifteen Roman miles. They meafured only from the new caftles^ 
but they carried the ftreights as far as the town of Chalcedon. 

• Ducas Hift. c. 34. Leunclavius Hift. Turcia Mufulmanica, 
1. XV. p. 577. Under the Greek empire thefe caftles were ufed as 
ftate prifons, under the tremendous name of Lethe, or towers of ob- 
Jivion. 

9 Darius engraved in Greek anjil Affyrian letters on two marble 
columns, the names of his fubje^ -nation s^ and the amazing num- 
bei's of his land and fea forces. The Byzantines afterwards tranf- 
ported thefe columns into the city, and ufed them for die altars of 
their tutelar deities. Herodotus, 1. iv. c. 87. 

a few 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, ^ 

a few years before the former ; and the Windnef^ ^xvn^' 
of its founders, who overlooked the fuperior ad- 
vantages of the oppofite coaft, has been ftig- 
matized by a proverbial expreffion of contempt *^ 

The harbour of Conftantinople, which may be The poiv 
confidered as an arm of the Bofphorus, obtained, 
in a very remote period, the denomination of the 
Golden Horn, ^he curve which it defcribes might 
be compared to the horn of a flag, or, as it fhould 
feem, with more propriety, to that of an ox ". 
The epithet of golden was exprefllve of the riches 
which every wind wafced from the moft diftant 
countries into the fecure and capacious port of 
Conftantinople. The river Lycus, formed by 
the conflux of two little= ftreams, pours into the 
harbour a perpetual fupply of frefli water, which 
ferves to cleanfe the bottom, and to invite the pe- 
riodical fhoals of fifli to feek their retreat in that 
convenient recefs. As the viciflitudes of tides 
are fcarcely felt in thofe feas, the conftant depth 
of the harbour allows goods to be landed on the 
quays without the aflTiftance of boats ; and it has 
been obferved, that in many places the largeft 
veflTels may reft their prows againft , the houfes, 

»o Namque artiifimo inter Europam Afiamque divortio Byzan- 
tium in extrema Europa pofuere Graeci, quibus, Pythium Apolli- 
nera confulentibus ubi conderent urbem, redditum oraculum eft,^ 
quaererent fedem cacorum terris adverfam. Ea amb:^ Chalcedonii 
xnonftrabantur, quod priores illuc adve&i, praeviia locorum utilitat« 
pejora legiflent. Tacit, Annal. xii. 62. 

*« Strabo, 1. x. p. 49a. Moft of the antlers are now broke off j 
or^ to (peak lefs figuratively, moft of the recefles of the harbour ai*e 
filted up. See Gyllius de Bofphoro Thracio, 1. i. c. 5. 

B 4 while 
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^xvu^' while their flcrns are floating in the water '*. 

Sw^- y m^ From the mouth of the Lycus to that of the har- 
bour, this arm of the Bofphorus is more than fe- 
ven miles in length. The entrance is about five 
hundred yards broad, and a ftrong chain could b« 
occafiooally drawn acrofs it, to guard the port 
and city from the attack of an hoftile navy *'. 

The Pro- Between the Bofphorus and the Hellefpont, the 

f^^^^' fhores of Europe and Afia receding on cither fide 
inclofe the fea of Marmara, which was known to 
the ancients by the denomination of Propontis. 
The navigation from the ifluc of the Bofphorus to 
the entrance of the Hellefpont is about one hun- 
dred and twenty miles. Thofe who ftecr their 
weftward courfe through the middle of the Pro- 
pontis, may at once defcry the high lands of 
Thrace and Bithynia, and never lofc fight of the 
lofty fummit of Mount Olympus, covered with 
eternal fnows '*. They leave on the left a deep 
gulf, at the bottom of which Nicomedia was 
feated, the imperial refidence of Diocletian j and 

^ Procopius dc MdificiU, h i. c. 5. His defcription i$ confimi- 
edby modem travellers. See Thevenot, part i. I. i. c. 15. Tpyme* 
fort, Lettre XII. Niebuhr Voyage d' Arabic, p. zz. 

'J See Ducange, C. P. 1. i. part i. c. 16. and his Obfervations fur 
Villehardouin, p. 289. The chain was' drawn from the Acropolis, 
^near the modem I^ioik, to the tower of Galata | and was fupported 
at convenient diftancesby large wooden piles, 

»4 Thevenot (Voyages au Levant, part i. 1. i.e. 14.) contrails 
the meafure to 115 fmal} Greek miles, ^elpn (Obfervations, 1. ii. 
c. I.) gives a good defcription of the Propontis, but contents him- 
felf with the vague expre^on of one day and one night^sfail. When 
Sandys (Travels, p. ai.) talks of 150 furlongs in length as well as 
breadth, we can only fuppofe fome miHake of the prefs in the text cif 
{i^at judicious traveller, 

they 
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they pars the fmall iflands of Cyzicus and Procon- ^^f^f' 
nefus before they caft anchor at Gallipoli : where ^ — >r-^ 
the fea, which feparates Afia from Europe, is 
again coiitrafted into a narrow channel. 

The geographers \yho, wjth' the moft Ikilful ^'^^ 
accuracy, hivfc furveyed the form and extent of 
the Hsliefpont, affign about fixty miles for the 
winding cpiirfCj and about three miles for the 
ordinary breadth of thofe celebrated ftreights '*. 
But the narrowefl: part of the channel is found to 
the northward of the old Turkllh caftles between 
the cities of Ceftus and Abydus. It was here thkt 
^the adventurous Leander braved the paflage of 
the flood for the poflcflion of his miftre^s*^ It 
was here likewife, in a place where the cjiftanoc 
between the oppofite banks cannot exceed five 
hundred paces, that Xerxes impofed a ftupcndous 
bridge of boats,, for the pui'pofe of tranfporting 
into Europe an hundred ar)d fevcnty myriads of 
barbarians '^, A fea contrafted within fuch nar- 
row 

>5 See an admirable diflTcrtation of M. d'Anville upon the Helk- 
fpont or Dardanelles, in the Memoires de rAcadcmie dcs Infcrip- 
tions, ^om. xxvjii. p. 318 — 346. Yet even that ingenious geogra- 
pher is too fond of fuppofmg new, and perhaps imaginary meafures, 
for the purpofe of rendering ancient writers as accurate as himfeif. 
The ftadia employed by Herodotus in the defcription of the Euxine, 
the Bofphorus, Sec. (U »v, c. S5.) mud undoubtedly be all of the 
fame fpecies : bat it fcems impofllble to reconcile them either with 
truth or with each other. 

'6 The oblique diftance between Scftus and Abydus was thirty 
ftadia. The improbable tale of Hero and Leander is expofed by M. 
Mcihudel, but is defended on the authority of poets and medals by 
"M. de la Nauze. See the Acaden)ie des Infcriptions, tom. vii. 
Hift. p. 74. Mem. p. 140. 

■7 See the feventh book of Herodotus, who has erefted an elegant 
frophy to hjs owq fame and tg tliat of liis counuy . The review ap- 
pears 
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^xvn^' row limits, jnay feem but ill to deferve the fm-t 
w^ y _ ^/ gylar epithet q( iroad, which Homer, as well ^ 
Orpheus, has frequently beftowcd on the Helle- 
ipoht. But our ideas of greatncfs are of a rela- 
tive nature :^ the traveller, and efpecially thp poet, 
who failed along the Hellefpont^ w^o purfyied 
the windings of the ftream, and. contemplated 
the rural fcenery, which appearcfi on evqry fid^ 
to terminate the. profoeft, Jnfenfibly loft the re- 
rnembrance of the lea j a.nd his fancy painted 
thofe celebrated ffreights, with all the attribute^ 
of a mighty river flowing ^vith a fwift current, in 
the midft of a wopdy and inland country, and at 
length through a wide mouth, difcharging itfelf 
into the ^gean or Archipelago '^ Ancienf 
Troy *% feated oh an eminence at the foot of 
Mount Ida, overlooked the mputh of the Helle- 
Ipont, which fcarcely received an acceflion of 
waters from the tribute of thofe immortal rivu- 
lets the Simois and Scamander. The Grecian 

pears to have been made with tolerable accuracy : but the vanity, 
firik of the Perfians, and afterwards of the Greeks, was interefted to 
niagnify the annaraent and the viftory. I fhould much doubt whe- 
ther the invaden have ever outnumbered the men of any country which 
they attacked. 

>8 See Wood's Obfervations on Homer, p. 320, I have, with 
pleafure, fele6led this remark from an author who in general feema 
to have difappointed the expeftation of the public as a critic, and 
ilill more as a travell^. He had yiiited the banks of the Hellefpont ^ 
he had read Strabo \ he ought to have confulted the Roman itinera^ 
|-ies : how was it poifible for him to confound Ilium and Alexandria 
Troa^ (Obfervations, p. 34.0, 34.1. )> two cities which were fixteen 
miles diftant from each other ? 

'9 Demetrius of Scepfis wrote fixty books on thirty lines of Ho% 
iner's Catalogue. The Xlllth Book of Strabo is fufficient for our 
curiofity. 

camp 
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camp had ftrctched twelve miles along the (bore chap* 
from thq Sigaean to the Rhaexean promontory^ 
and the flanks of tho-army wcr? guarded by the 
braved chiefs who fought under the banners of 
Agannemnon. The firft of thofe prompn?pries 
was occupied by Achilles with his invincible 
Myrmidons, and the dauntlefs Ajax pitched bijs 
tents on the other, . After Ajax had fallen a facrir* 
fice to his difappointed pride, and. to the ingrati- 
tude of the Greeks, his fepulchrc was ercAed on 
the ground where he had defended the navy 
againft the rage of Jove and of Heftor ; and the 
citizens of the rifing town of Rhaejtcum celebrated 
his memory with divine honours *°. Before Gon*- 
ftantine gave a juft preference to the fituatjofi of 
Byzantium, he had conceived the defign of enc£U 
ing the feat of empire on this celebrated fpot, from 
whence the Romans derived their fabulous origin. 
The extenfive plain which lies below ancient 
Troy, towards the Rhastean promontory and the 
tomb of Ajax, was fir ft chofen for his new capii- 
tal ; and, though the undertaking was foon relin- 
quiftied, the ftately remains of unfinifhed walls 
and towers attraftcd the notice of all who failed 
through the ftreights of the Hellefpont ''. 

Wc 

*o Strabo, L xlii. p. 595. The difpofition of the ftiips which 
were drawn upon dry land, and the ppfts of Ajax and Achilks, arc 
very clearly defcribed by Homei:, See Iliad ix. 220. 

*' Zofim. 1. ii. p. 105. Sozom^n, 1. ii. c. 3. Thcophanes, 
p. 18. Nicephorus Calliftus, 1. vii. p. 48. Zonaras, torn. ii. I. 
xiii. p. 6. Zofimus places the new city between Ilium and Alexan- 
dria, but this apparent difference may be reconciled by the large ex- 
tent of its circumference. Before the foundation of Conftantinople, 

, Theflalonicii 
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^^n ^' ^^ ^^^ ^^ prefent qualified to view the advan- 
%nmm^^^ tageous pofitibn of Condantinople $ which ap- 
tegMof P^^s ^^ '^^^^ ^^^'^ formed by Nature for the 
^onftan- centre and capital of a great monarchy. Situated 
in the forty-firft degree of latitude, the Imperial 
city commanded, from her feven hills", the op- 
pofitc (hofes of Europe and Afia , the climate was 
healthy and temperate, the foil fertile, the har* 
hour fecure and capacioqs 5 and the approach on 
the fide of the continent was of fmall extent and 
cafy defence. The Bofphorus and the Hellefpont 
may be confidered as the two gates of Conftanti- 
nople^ and the prince who poffeffcd thofe im* 
portant paflages could always (hut them again ft a 
naval enemy, and open them to the fleets of com- 
merce. The prefervation of the eaftern provinces 
may, in fomc degree, be afcribed to the policy 
of Conftantine, as the Barbarians of the Euxine, 
who in the preceding age had poured their arma- 
ments into the heart of the Mediterranean, foon 
defifted from the exercife of piracy, and defpaired 
of forcing this infurmountable barrier. When 
the gates of the Hellefpont and Bofphorus were 
Ihut, the capital ftill enjoyed, within their fpa- 
cious inclofure, every production which could 
fupply the wants, or gratify the luxury of its nu- 

ThblTalonica is mentioned by Cedrenus (p. 283.), and Sardica by 
Zonaras, as the intended capital. They both fuppofe, with very 
little probability, that the Emperor, if he had not been prevented 
by a prodigy, would have repeated the miftake of the hliad Chalce- 
donians. 

** Pocock's Defcription of the Eaft, vol. ii. part ii. p. 127. 
His plan of the feven hills is clear ahd accurate. That traveller is 
leldcm) ib fatisfa£lory, 

merous 
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merous inhabitants. The fca-coafts of Thrace ^^vu^* 
and Bithynia, which languifli under the weight of <^ -^- ^ 
Turkifli opprcffioq, ftill exhibit a rich profpcft 
of vineyards, of gardens, and of plentiful har- 
vefts i and the Propontis has ever been renowned 
for an inexhauftible (lore of th^, moft cxqgifite 
fi(h, that are taken in their ftated feafons> without 
Ikill, and almoft without labour *^. But when the 
paffages of the Streights were thrown open for 
trade, they alternately admitted the natural and 
artificial riches of the north and fouth, of the 
Euxine, and of the Mediterranean. Whatever 
rude commodities were collected in the forefts of 
Germany and Scythia, as far as the fources of the 
Tanais and the Boryfthenes \ whatfoever was 
manufaftured by the Ikill of Europe or Afia i the 
corn of Egypt, and the gems and fpices of the 
fartheft India, were brought by the varying 
winds into the port of Conftantinople, which, for 
many ages, attraded the commerce of the ancient 
world**. 

The profpeft of beauty, of fafety, and of Founda- 
wealth, united in a fingle fpot, was fufficient to city.° 
juftify the choice of Conftantine. But as fome 
decent mixture of prodigy and fable has, in every 

*J See Belon. Obfervatlons, c. 74— 76. Araongavanety of dif- 
ferent fpecies, the Pelamides, a fort of Thunnies, were the moft 
celebrated. We may learn from l^olybius, Strabo, and Tacitus, 
that the profits of the filhery conftltuted the principal revenue of 
Byzantium. 

*4 See the eloquent defcription of Bufbequius, epiftol. i. p. 64. 
Eft in Europa 5 habet in confpeflu Afiam, ^gyptum, Africamquc 
^dextra: quae tametfi contlguae non funt, maris tamen navigan- 
dique con[unoditate veluti junguntur. A firiiflia vero Pgntus eft- 
^uxinus> ^c. 
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^ge, bee'n fuppofed to refled a becoming majefty 
on the origin of great eities *% the emperor was 
tiefirotis of alfcribing his rcfolution, not fo much 
to the uncertain counfels of human policy, as to 
thd infallible and eternal decrees of divine wif- 
dom. In one tff his laws he has been careful to 
inftruft pofterity, that, in obedience to the corn- 
minds of God, he laid the everlafting foundations 
of Conftantinople *** : and though he has not con- 
defcended to relate in what manner the coeleftial 
infpiration was communicated to his mind, the 
defeft of his modeft filence has been liberally fup- 
plied by the ingenuity of fucceeding writers i 
who defcribe the noflurnal vifion which appeared 
to the fancy of Conftantine, as he flept within the 
walh of Byzahtiurii. The tutelar genius of the 
city, a Venerable matron finking under the weight 
of years and infirmities, was fuddenly transform- 
ed into a blooming maid, whom his own hands 
adorned with all the fymbols of Imperial great- 
nefs*^. The monarch awoke, interpreted the 
aufpTcious omen, and obeyed, without hefitation, 
tlie will of heaven. The day which gave birth to 
a city or colony was celebrated by the Romans 
with fuch ceremonies as had been ordained by a 

*J Datur haec venia antiquitati, ut mifcendo llumana divinis, pri« 
ihordia urbium auguftiora faciat« T« Liv. in proem. 

*^ H6 fays in one bf his laws, pro commoditate Urbis quant 
xterno nomine, jubiente Deo, donavimus. Cod. Theodof. 1. xiii. 
tit. V. leg. 7. 

*7 The Greeks, Theophanes, Cedrenus, and the Author of the 
Alexandrian Chronicle, confine themfelves to vagtie and general 
exprelTions. For a more particular account of the vifion, we aie 
obliged to have recourfe to fuch Latin writers as William ofMalmf- 
bury. See Ducange C. P. 1. i. p. 24, 25, 

generous 
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generous fuperftition *• 5 and though Conftantine C HA P. 
might omit fomc rites which favoured too ftrong- v—,^^^— > 
ly of their Pagan origin, yet he was anxious to 
leave a deep impreffion of hope and rcfpedk on the 
minds of the fpcftators. On foot, with a lance 
in his hand, the emperor himfelf led the folemn 
proccflion ; and direded the line, which was 
traced as the boundary of the deftined capital: 
till the growing circumference was obfervcd with 
aftoniftiment by the afliftants, who, at length, 
ventured to obferve, that he had already exceed- 
ed the moil ample meafure of a great city. " I 
« Ihall ftill advance," replied Conftantine, " till 
** HE, the invifible guide who marches before me, 
'* thinks proper to flop *'/* Without prefuming 
to inveftigate the nature or motives of this extra- 
ordinary conduftor, we Ihall content ourfelvcs 
with the more humble talk of defcribing the ex- 
tent and limits of Conftantinople ^^ 

In the adlual ftate of the city, the palace and Extent, 
gardens of the Seraglio occupy the eaftern pro- 
montory, the firft of the feven hills, and cover 

*8 See Plutarch in Komul. torn. i. p. 49. edit. Bryan. Among 
other ceremonies^ a large hole, which had been dug for that purpofe, 
was filled up with handful s of earth, which each of the fettlers 
brought from the place of his birth, and thus adopted his new 
country. 

*9 Philoftorgius, I. ii. c. 9. This incident, though bon'owed 
from a fufpe^led writer, is charafteriftic and probable. 

30 See in the Memoirs de 1' Academic, tom. xxxv. p. 747 — 758* 
a differtation of M. d^Anville on the extern of Conftantinople. He 
takes the plan inferted in the Imperium Orientale of Banduri as the 
moft complete ; but, by a feries of very nice obfcrvations, he re- 
duces the extravagant proportion of the fcale, and inftead of 9500, 
determines the circumference of the city as confifting of about 780©^ / 
French /ej/Jri. 

about 
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^^ii^' ^^^"^ ^^^ hundred and fifty acres of our o^fl 
meafure. Tl>e feat of Turkifli jealoufy and de-^ 
fpot;ifnfi is ercded on the foundations of a Greciart 
republic: but it may be fuppofed that the By-^ 
zantins were tempted by the conveniency of th,e 
harbour to extend their habitations on that fide 
beyoad the modern limits of the Seraglio. The 
new walls of Conftantine ftretched from the port 
to the Propontis acrofs the enlarged breadth of 
the triangle, at the diflrance of fifteen ftadia from 
the ancient fortification; and with the city of 
Byzantium they inclofed five of the fcven hills^ 
which, to the eyes of thofe who approach Con- 
ftantinople, appear to rife above each other in* 
beautiful order '*. About a century after the 
death of the founder, the new buildings, extend- 
ing on one fide up the harbour, and on the other 
along the Propontis, already covered the narrow 
ridge of the fixth, and the broad fummit of the 
fcventh hill. The neceflity of protedling thofe 
fuburbs from the inceflant inroads of the Barba- 
rians, engaged the younger TheodoGus to fur- 
round his capital with an adequate and permanent 
inclofurc of walls ^\ From the eaftern promon- 
tory to the golden gate, the extreme length of 

3' Codlnus Antlquitat. Conft. p. 12. He adigns the church of 
St. Antony as the boundary on the fide of the harbour. It is men- 
tioned in Ducange, 1. iv. c. 6. ; but I have tried, without fuccefs^ 
to difcovcr the exa6l place where it was fituated. 

3» The new wall of Theodofius was conftru£led in the year 41 3* 
In 447 it was thrown down by an earthquake, and rebuilt in three 
months by the diligence of the praefeft Cyrus. The fuburb of the 
Blachernae was iirft taken into the city in the reign of Heraclius. 
Pucange Conft. 1. i. c. 10, 11. 

Conftan- 
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Conftantinople was about three Roman miles ^^ 5 ^xvn ^' 
the circumference meafured between ten and 
eleven ; and the furface might be computed as 
equal to about two thoufaod Englilh acres. It is 
impoffible to juftify the vain and credulous ex- 
aggerations of modern travellers, who have fome- 
times ftretched the limits of Conftantinople over 
the adjacent vill^es of the European, and even 
of the Afiatic coaft ^*. But the fuburbs of Pera 
and Galata, though fituate beyond the harbour, 
may defervie to be confidered as a part of the 
city^^; and this addition may perhaps authorife 
the meafure of a Byzantine hiftorian, who affigns 
fixtcen Greek (about fourteen Roman) miles for 
the circumference of his native city ^^ Such an 
extent may feem not unworthy of an Imperial re- 

33 The meafuremeht is expreflfed in the Notitia by 14,075 feet. 
It is reafonable to fuppofe that thefe were Greek feet j the proportion 
of which has been ingenioufly determined by M. d'Anville. He 
compares the 180 feet witli the 78 Hafhemite cubits, which in difFer- 
*ent writers are afligned for the height of St. Sophia. Each of thefe 
Cubits was equal to 27 French inches. 

34 The accurate Thevenot (1. i. c. 15.) walked in one hour and 
three quarters round two of the fides of the triangle, from the Kiofk 
of the Seraglio to the feven towers. D'Anville examines with care, 
and receives with confidence, this decifive teftimony, which gives a 
circumference of ten or twelve miles. The extravagant computation 
cf Toumefort (Lcttre XI.) of thirty-four or thirty miles, with- 
out including Scutari, is a ftrange departure from his ufual 
Charafter. 

35 The fycse, or fig-trees, formed the thirteenth region) and were 
very much embellifhed by Juftinian. It has fince borne the names 
of Pera and Galata. The etymology of the former is obvious 5 that 
of the latter is unknown. See Ducange Conft* 1. i. c. aa. and 
Gyllius de Byzant. 1. iv. c. 10* 

36 One hundred and eleven ftadia, which may be tranflated into 
modem Greek miles each of feven ftadia, or 660, fometimes only 
€00 French toifes. See d'Anville Mefures Itineraires, p. 53. 

Vol. III. C Cdence. 
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c xvti ^' ^^^^"^^* Y^^ Conftantinoplc muft yield to Babylon 
^,^^^— 1/ and Thebes ^% to ancient Rome, to London,, and 
even to Poif is ^'. 

fhT^il"^ ' ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^'^^ Roman world; who afpired 
to ereft an eternal monument of the glories of 
his reign, qould employ in the profccution of that 
great work the wealth, the labour, and all that 
yet remained of the genius of obedient millions. 
Some cftim^te may be formed of the expencc 
beftowcd with Imperial liberality on the found- 
ation of Conftantinople, by the allowance of 
about twb millions five hundred thoufand , pounds 
for the conftruftion of the walls, the porticoes, 
and the aquedu6^:s*^ The forefts that over- 
Ihadowed the fliores of the Euxinc, and the cele- 
brated quarries of white marble in the little ifland 
of Proconnefus, fupplied an inexhauftible ftock of 
materials, ready to be conveyed, by the conveni- 
ence of a fhort water-carriage, to the harbour of 
Byzantium**'. A multitude of labourers and 

artificers 

37 When the ancient texts, which defcribe tha Cite of Babylon 
and Thebes, are fettled, the exaggerations reduced, and the meafures 
afcertained, we find that thofe famous cities filled the great but not 
incredible circumference of about twenty-five or thirty miles. Com- 
pare d^Anville Mem. de TAcademie, torn, xxviii. p. 235, with his 
Pefcription de TEgypte, p. 201, 20a. 

38 If we divide Conftantinople and Paris into equal fquares of 50 
French r«/«, the former contains 850, and the latter 1160 of thofe 
divifions. 

i9 Six hundred centenaries, or fixty thoufand pounds weight of 
gojd. This fum is taken from Codinus Antiquit. Conft. p. 11. | 
but unlefs that contemptible author had derived his information 
from fome purer fources, he would probably have been unacquainted 
with fo obfolete a mode of reckoning. 

40 For the forefts of the Black Sea, confult Toumefort, Lettiie 
XVI, ; for the marble quarries of Froconnefusi fcjc Strabo, 1. xiii. 

p. 588, 
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artificers urged the conclufion of the work with ^5A^" 
inceffant toil : but the impatience of Conftantine u -yi^ 
foon difcovered^ that, in the decline of the arts^ 
the (kill as well as numbers of his architects bore 
a very unequal proportion to the greatneft of his 
defigns. The magiftrates of the moft diftant 
provinces were therefore direfted to inftitute 
fchools^ to appoint profelTors^ and, by the hopes 
of rewards and privileges, to engage in the ftudy 
and praftice of architecture a fufEcient number 
of ingenious youths, who had received a liberal 
education *". The buildings of the new city were 
executed by fuch artificers as the reign of Con- 
ftantine could afford; but they were decorated 
by the hands of the moft celebrated matters of 
the age of Pericles and Alexander. To revive 
the genius of Phidias and Lyfippus, furpaffcd in- 
deed the power of a Roman emperor ; but« the 
immortal productions which they had bequeathed 
to pofterity were expofed without defence to the 
rapacious vanity of a defpot. By his commands 
the cities of Greece and Afia were defpoiled of 
their moft valuable ornaments **• The trophies 

p. 5S8. The latter had already furnifhed the materials of the (lately 
buildings of Cyzicus* 

4« See the Codex Theodof. 1. xiii. tit. iv. leg. i. This law it 
dated in the year 334, and was addrefled to the praefeft of Italy> 
whofe jurifdiftion extended over Africa. The commentary of Gode- 
froy on the whole title well defeives to be confulted. 

4^ Conftantinopolis dedicatur poene omnium urbium nuditate. 
Hieronym. Chron. p. 181. See Codinus, p. 8, 9. The author of 
the Antiquitat. Conft. 1. iii. (apud Banduri Imp. Orient, tom. i. 
p. 4t,) enumerates Rome, Sicily, Antioch, Athens, and a long lift 
of other cities. The provinces of Greece and Aiia Minof may be 
fuppofed to have yielded the richeft booty^ 

c a of 
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^xvu^' of "^^^o^'^t^J^ w^s, the objtfts of religious ve- 
neration, the nnoft finiflied ftatues of the gods and 
heroes, of the fages and poets of ancient times, 
contributed to the fplendki triumph of Conftan- 
tinople i and gave occafion to the remark of the 
hiftorian Cedrenus *% who obferves, with fomc 
cnthufiafm, that nothing feemed wanting except 
the fouls of the illuftrious men whom thofe ad- 
mirable monuments were intended to reprefent.. 
But it is not in the city of Conftantine, nor in the 
declining period of an empire, when the humaa 
mind was depreffed by civil and religious flavery, 
that we fhould feek for the fouls of Homer and oC 
Demofthenes. 

Edifices. During the fiege of Byzantium, the conqueror 
had pitched his tent on the commanding eminence 
of the fecond hill. To perpetuate the memory 
of his fuccefs, he chofe the fame advantageous 
pofition for the principal Forum**; which appears 
to have been of a circular, or rather elliptical 
form. The two oppofite entrances formed tri- 
umphal arches ; the porticoes, which inclofed it 
on every fide, were filled with ftatues j and the 
centre of the Forum was occupied by a lofty 
column, of which a mutilated fragment is now 
degraded by the appellation of the bumf pillar. 
This column was erefted on a pedeftal of white 

4J Hift. Compend. p. 369. He defciibes the ftatue, or rather 
buft of Homer with a degree of^ tafte which plainly indicates that 
Cedrenus copied the ftyle of a more fortunate age. 

44 Zofim. 1. ii. p. 106. Chron. Alexandrin. velPafchal, p. 184. 
Ducange Conft. 1. i. c. 24. Even the laft of thofe writers feems to 
confound the Forum of Conftantine with the Augufteum, or court of 
the palace. I am not fatisfied whether I have properly diftinguifhed 
what belongs to tlie one and the other. 

. . marble 
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Warble twenty feet high; and was compofed of ^Svr^j^* 
ten pieces of porphyry, each of which meafured 
about ten feet in height, and about thirty-three 
in circumference *^ On the fummit of the pillar, 
above one hundred and twenty feet from the 
ground, ftood the coloflal ftatue of Apollo. It 
was of bronze, had been tranfported either from 
Athens or from a town of Phrygia, and was fup- 
pofed to be the work of Phidias. The artift had 
reprefented the god of day, or, as it was after- 
wards interpreted, the emperor Gonftantine him- 
felf, with a fceptre in his right hand, the globe 
of the world in his left, and a crown of rays glit- 
tering on his head'*^ The Circus, or Hippo- 
drome, was a ftately building about four hundred 
paces in length, and one hundred in breadth *'. 
♦The fpace between the two meta or goals wa^ 
filled with ftatues and obelifks : and we may ftill 
remark a very fingular fragment of antiquity ; 
the bodies of three ferpents, twifted into one 
pillar of brafs. Their triple heads had once fupi- 
ported the golden tripod which, after the defeat 
gf Xerxes^ was confccrated In the temple of 

45 The mod tolerable account of this column is given by Pocock. 
Pefcription of the E aft, vol. ii. partii. p. 131. But it is ftill in 
many inftances perplexed and unfatisfa^lpry, 

46 Ducange Conft. 1. i. c. 24. p. 76. and his Notes ad Alexlad. 
p. 3S2. The ftatue of Conftantine or Apollo was thrown down un- 
der the reign of Alexis Coran^nus. 

47 Toumefort (Lettre XII.) computes the Atmeidan at four hun- 
dred paces. If he means geometrical paces of five feet each, it was 
three hundred toifes in length, about forty more than the great Circles 
(pfRome. Sec d'Anville Mefures Itineraires, f. 73, 

C 3 Delphi 
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i^ H A P. Delphi by the viaorious Greeks**. The beauty 
of the Hippodrome has been long fiiice defaced 
by the rude hands of the Turkifli conquerors : 
but, under the finiilar appellation of Atmeidan, 
it ftill ferves as a place of exercife for their horfes. 
From the throne, whence the emperor viewed 
the Circenfian games, a winding ftaircafe*' dc- 
fcended to the palace; a magnificent edifice, 
which fcarcely yielded to the refidencc of Rome 
itfelf, and which, together with the dependent 
courts, gardens, and porticoes, covered a con- 
fiderable extent of ground upon the banks of the 
Propontis between the Hippodrome and the 
church of St. Sophia '^ We might likewife 

celebrate 

4* The guardians of the moft holy relics would rejoice if they 
were able to produce fuch a chain of evidence as may be alleged on 
this occafion. See Banduri ad Antiquitat. Qonft. p. 668. Gylliu^ 
de Byzant. 1. ii. c. 13. i. The original confecration of the tripod 
and pillar in the temple of Delphi may be proved from Herodotus 
and Paufanias. 2. The pagan Zofimus agrees with the three eccle- 
fiaftical hiftoriansy Eufebius, Socrates, and Sozomen, that the facred 
ornaments of the temple of Delphi were removed to Conftantinople 
by the order of Conftantine ; and among thefe the ferpentine pillar 
of the Hippodrome is particulaily mentioned. 3. All the European 
travellers who have viiited Conftantinople, from Buondelmonte to 
Pocock, defcribe it in the fame place, and almoft in the fame man* 
ner : the differences between them are occafioned only by the injuries 
which it has fuftained from the Turks. Mahomet the Second broke 
the under-jaw of one of the ferpents with a ftroke of his battle-axe« 
Thevenot, !. i. c. 17. 

49 The Latin name CocUia viras adopted by the Greeks, and very 
frequently occurs in the Byzantine biftory. Dueange Conft. 1. ii. 
c. I. p. X04. 

50 There are three topographical points which indicate the fitoatioti 
of the palace, x. The ftair-cafe, which conne£led it with the Hip- 
podrome, or Atmeidan. 2. A fmall artificial port on die Propontis, 
from whence diere was an eafy afcenti by a flight of marble ftcps, 

to 
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ccfebrate the baths, which ftill retained the narrte ^^vn^* 
of Zeuxippus, after they had been enriched, by 
the munificence of Conftantine, with lofty co- 
lumns, various marbles;, and above threefcorc 
ftatues of bronze '\ But we (hould deviate from 
the defign of this hiftory, if we attempted mi- 
nutely to defcribe the dfflTerent buildings or quar- 
ters of the city. It may be fufficient to obferve, 
that whatever could adorn the dignity of a great 
capital, or contribute to the benefit or pleafure of 
its numerous inhabitants, Was contained within 
the walls of Conftantinople. A particular de- 
fcription, compofed about a century after its 
foundation, enumerates a capitol or. fchool of 
learning, a circus, two theatres,^ eight public, and 
one hundred and fifty-three private, baths, fifty- 
two porticoes, five granaries, eight aquedufts or 
refervoirs of water, four fpacious halls for the 
meetings of the fenace or courrs of juilice, four- 
teen churches, fourteen palaces, and four thou- 
fand three hundred and eighty-eight houfes, 
which, for their fize or beauty, deferved to be 

to the gardens of the palace. 3 . The Au^fl^eum was a fpacious 
court, one fide of which was occupied by the front of the paUce, 
and awther by the church of St. Sophia. 

5> Zeuxippus was an epithet of Jupiier, and the baths were a part 
of old Byzantiunr. The ^difficulty of afligning their true fituation 
has not been felt by Ducange. Hiftory leems to connect them with 
St. Sophia and the palace; but the original plan, inCv^rted in Banduri, 
places them on the other fide of the city, near the haibour. For 
their beauties, fee Chron. Pafchal, p. 1^5, and Gyllius de Byzant, 
1. ii. c. 7. Chriftodorus (fee Antiquitat.r Conft. 1. vii.) compofed 
infcriptions in verfe for each of the ftatues. He was a Theban po<t 
in genius as^weli as in birth : 

• B90t^m in craflb jurares aere natum. 

C 4 diftinguiihed 
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CW AP. diftinguifhed from the multitude of plebeian 

' -^-'j habitations ^\ 

Pppula- The populoufnefs of this favoured city was the 

next and moft ferious objed of the attention of 
its founder. In the dark ages which fucceeded 
the tranflation of the empire, the remote and the 
immediate confequences of that memorable event 
were ftrangely confounded by the vanity of the 
Greeks, and the credulity of the Latins ^\ It was 
aflerted, and believed, that all the noble families 
of Rome, the fenate, and the eaueftrian order^ 
with their innumerable attendants, had followed 
their emperor to the banks of the Propontisj that 
a fpurious race of ftrangers and plebeians was 
left to poflefs the folitude pf the ancient capital j 
and that the lands of Italy, long fince converted 
into gardens, were at once deprived of cultivation 
and inhabitants '^ In the courfe qf this hiftory, 
fuch exaggerations will be reduced to their juft 

5* See the Notitia. Rome only reckoned 1780 large houfes, d(k- 
fiui ; but the word muft have had a more dignified fignifiqation. Np 
ivjula are mentioned at Conftantinople. The old capital confifted of 
424. ftreets, the new of 322. 

53 Liutprand. Legatio ad Imp. Nicephoiiim, p. 153. Theme-, 
dem Qreeks have ftrangely disfigured the antiquities of Conftanti- 
nople. We might excufe the errors of the Turkifti or Arabian 
writers ; but it is fomewhat aftonifhing, that the Greeks, who had 
accefs to the authentic materials preferved in theiv own language, 
ihould prefer fi<Slion to truth, and loofe tradition to genuine hiftory. 
In a fingle page of Codinus we may dete£l twelve unpardonable mif- 
takes ; the reconciliation of Severu§ and Niger, the marriage of tlicir 
ion and daughter, the fiege of Byzantium by the Macedonians, the 
jnvafion of the Gauls, which recalled Seyerus to llome, the Jixty^ 
years y^hiph clapftd fron^ his death tp the fo^ndj^tion of Conftanti^ 
|iople, ^c, 

{^ Moptefqujeu, Gran^fur et J>ccad9nc5 d^s R9mains, €• 17, 
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value: yet, fince the growth of Conftantinople ^^^^* 
cannot be afcribed to the general increafc of man- 
kind and of induftry, it muft be admitted, that 
this artificial colony was raifed at the expence of 
the ancient cities of the empire. Many opulent 
fenators of Rome, and of the Eaftern provinces, 
were probably invited by Conftantine to adopt 
for their country the fortunate fpot which he had 
chofen' for his own refidence. The invitations of 
a matter are fcarcely to be diftinguilhed from 
commands ; and the liberality of the emperor ob- 
tained a ready and cheerful obedience. He be- 
llowed on his favourites the palaces which he had 
built in the feveral quarters pf the city, affigned 
them lands and penfions for the fupport of their 
dignity ^% and alienated the demcfnes of Pontus 
and Afia, to grant hereditary eftates by the eafy 
tenure of maintaining a houfe in the capital '*. 
But thefe encouragements and obligations footl 
became fuperfluous, and were gradually abolifh- 
ed, "Wherever the feat of government is fixed, ^ 

55 Thcmift. Drat. iii. p. 48. edit, Hardouin. Soi^omen, 1. li. 
c. 3. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 107. Anonym. Valcfian. p. 715. If we 
could credit Codinus (p. 10.), Conftantine built houfes for the fe- 
nators on the exaft model of their Roman palaces, and gratified 
fhem, as well as himfelf, with the pleafure of an agreeable furprife . 
but the whole ftoiy is full of fifllons and inconfiftencies. 

5* The law by which the younger Theodofius, in the year 438, 
aboliftied this tenure, may be found among the Novel lae of that em- 
peror at the head of the Theodofian Code, tom. vi. iiov. la. M. de 
Tillcmont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 371.) has evidently 
miftaken the nature of thefe eftates. With a grant from the Imperial 
demefnes, the fame condition was accepted as a favour which would 
juftly have been deemed a harddiip, if it bad been impofed upon pri- 
vate property, 

cqnfiderablc 
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CHAP, confiderable part of the public revenue ,will be 
iL -^ *j expended by the prince himfelf, by his minifters, 
by the officers of juftice, and by the domeftics of 
the palace. The moft wealthy of the provincials 
will be attrafted by the powerful motives of intc- 
reft and duty, of amufenient and curiofity. A 
third and more numerous clafs of inhabitants will 
infcnfibly be formed, of fervants, of artificers, 
and of merchants, who derive their fubfiftencc 
from their own labour, and from the wants or 
luxury of the fuperior ranks. In lefs than a cen- 
tury, Conftantinople difputed with Rome itfelf 
the pre-eminence of riches and numbers. New 
piles of buildings, crowded together with too 
little regard to health or convenience, fcarcely al- 
lowed the intervals of narrow ftrcets for the per- 
petual throng of men, ofhorfes, and of carriages. 
The allotted fpace of ground was infufficient to 
contain the increafing people; and the additional 
foundations, which, on either fide, were advanc- 
ed into the fea, might alone have compofed a 
very confiderable city ". 
Mvilcgcs. The frequent and regular diftributions of wine 
and oil, of corn or bread, of money or provifions, 
had almoft exempted the poorer citizens of Rome 
from the neceflity of labour. The magnificence 
of the firft Caefars was in fome meafure imitated 

57 The paffages of Zofimus, of Eunapius, of Sozom^n, and of 
Agathias, which relate to the increafc of buildings and inhabitants 
?t Conftantinople, arc colieaed and connefted by Gyllius de Byzant. 
1. i. c. 3. Sidonius Apollinains (in Panegyr. Anthem. 56. p. 290. 
|!dit. Sirmond) defcribes the moles that were pufhed forwards into 
the fea j they coniifted of the famous Puzzolan fand, which hardens 
in the water. , 

by 
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by the founder of Conftantinople '* : but his libc- chap. 

XVII. 

rality, however it might excite the applaufc of the 
people, has incurred the cenfure of pofterity, A 
nation of legiflators and conquerors might aflert 
their claim to the harvefts of Africa, which had 
been purchafed with their blood ; and it was art- 
fully contrived by Auguftus, that, in the enjoy- 
ment of plenty, the Romans Ihould lofe the me- 
mory of freedom. But the prodigality of .Con- 
ftantine could not beexcufed by anyconfideration 
either of public of private intereft j and the an- 
nual tribute of corn impofed upon Egypt for the 
benefit of his new capital, was applied to feed a 
lazy and infolent populace, at the expence of the 
hufbandmen of an induftrious province '^ Some 
other regulations of this emperor are Icfs liable to 
blame, but they are lefs dcfcrving of notice. 
He divided Conftantinople into fourteen regions 
or quarters •**, dignified the public council with 

5' Sozomeiiy 1. ii. c. 3. Philoftorg. l.ii. c. 9. Codin. Antiquu 
tat; Conft. p. 8. It appcais by Socrates, 1. ii. c. 13, that the daily 
allowances of the city confifted of eight myriads of o-int, which we 
may either tranflate with Valeiius by the words modii of corn, or con* 
iider as exprelfive of the number of loaves of bread. 

59 Sec Cod, Theodof. 1. xiii. and xiv. and Cod. Juftinian. 
fidi^. xii. torn. ii. p. 648. edit. Genev. See the beautiful 
complaint of ^ome in the poem of Claudian de Bell. Gildonicot 
vcr. 46—64. 

Cum fubiit par Roma roihi, divifa^ue fumfil 
^quales aurora togasii ^gyptianura 
In partem ceiTcre novam. 
^ The regions of Conftantinople are jnentioncd in the code of 
Juilinian, and particularly defcribed in the Notitia of the younger 
TheodoHus; but as the four laft of them are not included within th« 
wall of Conftantine,' it may be doubted whether this divifi«i of the 
titf ibould be referred to the founder. 

3 the 
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*^ H AP. the appellation of Senate*', communicated to the 

U-^yi-^ Citizens the privileges of Italy ^% and beftowed 
on the rifing city the titlcof Colony, the firft'and 
moft favoured daughter of ancient Rome. The 
venerable parent ftill maintained the legal and ac- 
knowledged fupremacy, which was due to her 
age, to her dignity, and to the remembrance of 
her former greatnefs ^^. 
^on A D. "^^ Conftantine urged the progrefs of the work 
33001334, with the impatience of a lover, the walls, the f)or- 
ticoes, and the principal edifices were completed 
in a few years, or, according to another account, 
in a few months ^^: but this extraordinary dili- 
gence 

. 61 Senatum conftituit fecundi ordinis j CUros vocavlt. Anonyn, 
Valefian. p. 715. The fenators of old Rome were HWtd CiariJ/imi. 
See a curious note of Valefius and^Ammian. Marceliin. xxii. 9. 
From the eleventh epiftle of Julian, it fhould feem that the pbce of 
fenator was confidered as a burthen, rather than as an honour i but 
th^ Abbe de la Bletterie (Vie de Jovien, torn. ii. p. 371.) has 
fiicwn that this epiftle could not relate to Conftantinople. Might we 
not read, inftead of the celebrated name of Bi;{a»Ti<»c» the obfciire but 
more probable word Bio-a^Qructi} Bifanthe or Rhoedeftus, now Rho4 
dofto, Wa« a fmall maritime city of Thrace. See Stephan. Byz. da 
Urbibus, p. 225. and Cellar. Geograph. torn. i. p, 849. 

^^ Cod. Theodof. 1. xiv. 13. The Commentary of Godefroy 
(tom. V. p. 220.) is long, but perplexed ; nor indeed is it eafy to 
afcertain in what the Jus Italicum could confift, after the freedom of 
the city had been comrtiunicated to the whole empire. 

63 Julian (Orat. i. p. 8.) celebrates Conftantinople as not left 
fuperior to all other cities, than (he was inferior to Rome itfelf. His 
learned commentator (Spanheim, p. 75, 76.) juftifies this language 
by feveral parallel and contemporary- inftances. Zctiimus, as well as 
^ Soci'ates and Sozomen, flourifhed after the divifion of the empire be- 
tween the two fons of Theodofius, which eftablifhed a perfect equality 
between the old and the new capital. 

^4 Codinus (Antiquitat. p. 8.) affirms, that the foundations of 
Conftantinople were laid in the year of the world 5837 (A. D. 329) 
pn ^he a6thof September, and that the city was dedicated the nth 

of 
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gencc fhould excite the lefs admiration, fince ^^S^^^' 

many of the buildings were finiflied in fo hafty v ^ /^ 

and imperfed a manner, that, under the fuccced- 

ing reign, they were preferved with . difficulty 

from impending ruin^\ But while they difplay- 

cd the vigour and freflinefs of youth, the founder 

prepared to celebrate the dedication of- his city ^^ 

The games and largefles which crowned the pomp 

of this memorable feftival may eafily be fuppofcd : 

but there is one circumftance of a .more Angular 

and permanent nature, which ought not entirely 

to be overlooked. As often as the birth-day of 

the city returned, the ftatue of Conftantine, 

framed, by his order, of gilt wood, and bearing- 

in its right-hand a fmall image of the genius oC 

the place, was erefted on a triumphal car. The 

guards, carrying white tapers, and clothed in 

their richeft apparel, accompanied the folemn 

proceffion as it moved through the Hippodrome. 

of May 5838 (A. D. 330.). He connefls thefe dates with fcveral 
chara6leriftic epochs, but they contradift each other ; the authority of 
Codinus is of little weight, and the fpace whfch he afligns muft ap- 
pear infufficient. The \gfm of ten years is given us by Julian 
(Orat. i. p. 8.), and Spanheim labours to eftablifti the truth of it 
(p. 69 — 75), by the help of two paiTages from Themiftius (Orat. 
iv. p. 58.) and Philoftorgius (1. ii. c. 9.), which form a period 
from the year 324 to the year 334- Modern critics are divided con- 
cerning this point of chronology, and their different fentiments are 
very accurately difculTedby Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv, 
p. 619— >625. 

^5 Themiftius, Orat. iii. p. 47. Zofira. 1, ii. p. 108. Conftan- 
tine himfclf, in one of his laws (Cod. Theod. 1. xv. tit. i.), betray* 
his impatience. 

^^ Cedrenus and Zonaras, faithful to the mode of fuperftition 
which prevailed in their own times, aflure us, that Conftantinople 
wa$ confccrated to the Virgin Mother of God. 

When 
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CHAP. When it was oppofitc to the throne of the reign-^ 
ing emperor, he rofc from his feat, and with 
grateful i^evercnce adored the memory of his pre- 
deceffor^^ At the feftival of his dedication, 
an edift, engraved on a column of marble, be- 
llowed the titk of Second or New Rome on the 
city of Conftantine*'. But the name of Conftan- 
tinople •• has prevailed over that honourable epi- 
thet J and, after the revolution of fourteen cen- 
turies, ftill perpetuates the fame of its author ^^ 
Form of The foundation of a new capital is naturally 
^^' conncfted with the eftablilhmcnt of a new form 
of civil and military adminiftration. The diftinft 
view of the complicated fyftem of policy, intro- 
duced by Diocletian, improved by Conftantine, 

^7 The earlieft and moft complete account of this extraordinai7 
ceremony may be found in the Alexandrian Chronicle,*p. 285. Til- 
lemont^ and the other friends of Conftantine, who are offended with 
the air of Paganifm which feems unworthy of a Chriilian prince, had 
a right to confider it as doubtful, but they were not authorifed to 
omit the mention of it. 

6' Soiomen, 1. ii. c. 2. Ducange C. P. 1. i. c. 6. Velut ipHus 
Roms filiam, is the expreiHon of Auguftin de Civitat. Dei, 1. v« 
c. «5. 

^ Eati'opius, 1. X. c. 8. Julian. Orat. i. p. 8. Ducange C. P. 
L u c. 5. The name of Conftantinople is extant on the medals of 
Conftantine, 

70 The lively Fontenelle (Dialogues des Morts, xii.) affe£ls to 
deride the vanity of human ambition, and feenois^to triumph in the 
difappointment of Conftantine, whofe immortal name is now loft in 
the vulgar appellation of Iftambol, a Turkiih corruption of us mv 
•oXtr. Yet the original name is ftill preferved, i. By the nations of 
£uxx>pe. a. By the modem Greeks. 3. By the Arabs, whofc 
writing* are dlfi^ed over the wide extent of their conquefts in Aiia 
and Africa.. See d*Herbelot Bibliotheque Orientaie, p. ajs* 
4. By the more learned Turks, and by the emperor himfelf ia 
his public mandates, Cantcmir*8 Hiftory of the Othmaa Empin, 

and 
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and completed by his immediate fucceflbrs, may ^^^,^* 
not only amufe the fancy by the fingular pifture 
of a great empire, but will tend to illuftrate the 
fccret and internal caufcs of its rapid decay. In 
the purfuit of any remarkable inftitution> we may 
be frequently led into the more early or the more 
recent times of the Roman hiftory j but the pro- 
per limits of this enquiry will be included within 
a period of about one hundred and thirty years, 
from the acceflion of Conftantine to the publica- 
tion of the Theodofian code '* ; from which, as 
well as from the Notitia of the eaft and weft '% 
we derive the moft copious and authentic infor- 
mation of the ftate of the empire. This variety 
of objefts will fufpend, for fome time, the courfe 
of the narrative ; but the interruption will be cen- 
fured only by thofe readers who are infcnfible to 
the importance of laws and manners, while they 
perufc, with eager curiofity, the tranfient in- 
trigues of a courtj or the accidental event of a 
battle. 

The manly pride of the Romans, content with Hierarchy 
fubftantial power, had left to the vanity of the 
eaft the forms and ceremonies of oftentatious 



oftheftatc* 



71 The Theodofian code was promulgated A. P. 43S. See th« 
Prolegomena of Godefroy, c. i. p. 185. 

7* Pancirolus, in his elaboi-ate Commentary, ailigns to the No- 
titia a date almoft fimilar to that of the Theodofian code ; but his 
proofs, or rather conjeftures, are extremely feeble. I fliould be 
rather inclined to place this ufefiil work between the final divifion of 
the empire (A. D. 395)9 and the fuccefsful invafion of Gaul by the 
jBarbarians (A. D. ^7). Sec Hiftoire des anciens Peuples de 
rSurope, torn. vii. p. 40. 

greatnefs. 
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CHAP, greatnefs^'. But when they loft even the fem- 
blance of thofe virtues which were derived from 
their ancient freedom, the fimplicity of Roman 
manners was infenfibly corrupted by the ftately 
afFedation of th<e courts of Afia. The diftinc- 
tions of perfonal merit and influence, foconfpicu- 
ous in a republic, fo feeble and obfcure under a 
monarchy, were abolifhed by the defpotifm of the 
emperors; who fubftituted in their room afevere 
fubordination of rank and office, from the titled 
flaves who were feated on the fteps of the throne, 
to the meancft inftruments of arbitrary power. 
This multitude of abjeft dependents was intereft- 
ed in the fupport of the adual government, from 
the dread of a revolution, which might at once 
confound their hopes, and intercept the reward 
of their fervices. In this divine hierarchy (for 
fuch it is frequently ftyled), every rank was 
marked with the moft fcrupulous exadtnefs, and , 
its dignity was difplaycd in a variety of trifling 
and folemn ceremonies, which it was a fl:udy to 
learn, and a facrilege to negleifl ^^ The purity 
of the Latin language was debafed, by adopting, 
in the intercourfe of pride and flattery, a profufion 

75 Scilicet externae fuperbiae fueto, non inerat notitia noftri (per- 
haps noftra) ; apud quos vis Imperii valet, inania trarifmittuntur. 
Tacit. Annal. xv. 31. The gradation from the ftyle of freedom 
and fimplicity, to that of fonn and fervitude, may be traced in the 
Epiftles of Cicero, of Pliny, and of Symntacbus. 

74 The emperor Gratian, after confirming a law of precedency 
publilhed by Valentinian, the father of his Divimty, thus continues : 
Siquis igitur indebitum fibi locum ufurpaverit, nulla fe ignoratione 
defendatj fitque plane /tfcri^// reus, qui dhi/$a pi-wcepta ncglexerit* 
Cod. Theod. 1, vi. tit. v, leg. a, 

of 
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of epithets, which Tully would fcarcely havciiii- ^^^^* 
derftood, and which Auguftus would have re- 
jedled with indignation. The principal officers 
of the empire were faluted, even by the fovereign 
himfelf, with the deceitful titles of your Sincerity^ 
your Gravity, your Excellency, your Eminence^ youf 
fublimt and wonderful Magnitude, your illuftrious and 
magnificent lUghnefs ^^ The codicils or patents df* 
their office were curioufly emblazoned with fuch 
emblems as were bed adapted to explain its na^ 
ture and high dignity j the image of portrait of 
the reigning emperors ) a triumphal car; the 
book of mandates placed on a table, covered with 
a rich carpet, and* illuminated by four tapers 1 
the allegorical figures of the provinces which they 
governed J or the appellations and ftandards of the 
troops whom they commanded* Some of thefc 
official enfigns were really exhibited in their hall 
of audience; others preceded their pompous 
march whenever they appeared in public; and 
every circumftance of their demeanour^ their 
drefs, their ornaments, and their train^ was cal* 
culated to infpire a deep reverence for the repte- 
fcntatives of fupremc majcfty* By a philofophic 
obferver, the fyftem of the Ronnafi government 
might have been miftaken for a fplendid theatre, 
filled with players of every charafter and degree, 
who repeated the language, and imitated the paf- 
fions of their original model ^^ 



*G' 



1i Confult the tJotitto. Digmiatum§ at the tnd of the Thcoclofian 
Code, toiii. Vi. p. 316. 

76 Pancirolus ad Notitiam titritirque Imperii, p. 39. But his ex- 
planations are obfcurc, and he docs not fufficiently dilKnguiih ^« 
painted emblems from thtf eSt&ivt enfigns of ofBce* 

Vol. III. D All 
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CHAP. All the magiftratcs of fufEcient importance to 
find a place in the general (late of the empire> 
were accurately divided into three claflTes, i. The 

konour. Jllujlrious. 2. The SpeSaMes, or Refpe Stable : 
And 3. The ClariJJimi -, whom we may tranflate 
by the word Honourable. In the times of Roman 
fimplicity, the laft-mentioned epithet was ufed 
only as a vague exprcffion of deference, till it be- 
came at length the peculiar and appropriated title 
of all who were members of the fenate ^% and 
confequently of all who, from that venerable body, 
were felefted to govern the provinces. The va- 
nity of thofe who, ftom their rank and office, 
might claim a fuperior diftinftion above the reft 
of the fenatorial order, was long afterwards in- 
dulged with the new appellation of RefpeSlable : 
but the title of Illujtrious was always referved to 
fomc eminent perfonages who were obeyed or re- 
verenced by the two fubordinate clafles. It was 
communicated only, I. To the confuls and patri- 
cians ; II. To the praetorian praefefts, with the 
praefeds of Rome and Conftantinople 5 III. To 
the mafters general of the cavalry and the in- 
fantry ; and, IV. To the feven minifters of the 
palace, who exercifed their facred functions about 
the perfon of the emperor '^ Among thofe illuf- 
trious magiftrates who wereefteemed co-ordinate 
with each other, the feniority of appointment 

77 In the Pandefls, which may be referred to the reigns of 
the Antonines, Clarrjfimus is the ordinary and legal title of a 
fenator. 

78 Pancirol. p. 12—17. I have not taken any notice of the two 
inferior ranks, PerfeSilJftmus, and Egregius^ which were given to many 
perfons, who were not railed to the fenatorial dignity. 

gave 
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gave place to the union of dignities ^^. By the chap. 
expedient of honorary codicils, the ennperors, who > -,- J 
were fond of multiplying their favours, might 
fometimes gratify the vanity, though not the am- 
bition, of impatient courtiers ^^ 

I. As long as the Roman confuls Wefe the firft Jhecon* 
magiftrates of a free ftate, they derived their right 
to power from the choice of the people. As long 
as the emperors condefcended to difguife the fer- 
vitudc; which they impofed, the confuls were ftill . 
clefted by the real or apparent fufFrage of the fe- 
nate. From the reign of Diocletian, even thefe 
velliges of liberty were abolifhed, and the fuc- 
cefsful candidates who were invefted with the an- 
nual honours of the confulftiip, affefted. to de- 
plore the humiliating condition of their predecef- 
fors. The Scipios and Catos had been reduced 
to folicit the votes of plebeians, to pafs through 
the tedious and expenfive forms of a pbpular elec- 
tion, and to cxpofe their dignity to the fhame of a 
public refufal ; while their own happier fate had 
referved them for an age and government in 
which the rewards of virtue \vere affigned by the 
unerring wifdom of a gracious fovereign*'. In 
the epiftles which the emperor addrefled to the 
two confuls eledt, it was declared, that they were 

79 Cad. Theodof. I. vi. tit. vi. The rules of precedency are 
afcertained with the moft tninute accuracy by the emperors, and il- 
luftrated with equal prolixity by their learned interpreter. 

«o Cod. Th^od. l.vi. tit. xxii. 

^» Auforlfus (in Gratiapjm Aftione) bafely expatiates oh this un- 
worthy topic, which is managed by Mamertinus (Panegyr. Vet. xi. 
I^. 19.) with fomewhat more freedom and ingenuity. 

Da created 
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^Jivn^' ^^^^^^^ by. his fole authority •% Their names and 
portraits, engraved on gilt tablets of ivory, were 
difperfed over the empire as prefents td the pfoi- 
vinces, the cities, the magiftrates, the fenatc, and 
the people •\ Their folemn inauguration was 
performed at the place of the Imperial relidence j 
and during a period of one hundred and twenty 
yearns, Jlome was conftantly deprived of the pre- 
fence of her ancient magiftrates '\ On the morn- 
ing of the firft of Jaauary, the confuls affumed 
the enfigns of their dignity. Their drcfs was a 
robe of purple, embroidered in filk and gold, 
and fometimes ornamented with coftly gems*'. 

S< Cam de Confulibus in annum creandis, folns mecnm voluta* 
son • • . 4e Copfulem et defignavly et declaravi, ct priorem nuA* 
cvpavi : are fome of the expreflions employed by the emperor Gratian 
%o his prxceptor the poet Aufonips. 
•3 Immanefque .... detates 

Q|ii fe€d ferro in t^ulas avroqiie mIcanteSf 
Infcnpti rutilum coelato Confuie nqmen 
Per proceres et vulgus eant. 

Claud, in ii Conf. Sttlichon. 456. 
Montfoncpn has reprcfented fome pf thefe tablets or dj^ticks j fcf 
Supplement a TAntiquite expliquee, tom. iii. p. zto. 
«4 Confuie laetatur poft plurima faccula vifo 
Psdianteus apex : agnofcunt roftra ciuniles 
Auditas quondam proavis : defuetaque cingk 
Regius auratis Fora fafctbus Ulpia ii£lor. 

Claudian in vi Conf. Honorii. 645* 
Frb¥ii the reign of Carus to the fixth confuUhip of Honorius, <ilierie 
was an interval of one hundred and twenty years, during which the 
fmperors were always abfent from Ronie on the firft day of Ja^xiary* 
See the Chronologic de Tiliemont, tom. iii. iy. i^a^ V- 

85 See Claudian in Conf. Prob. et Olybrii 17S, &c. .a|)d in iyCpnf^ 
Honorii) 58 5, &c. ; though in the latter it is not eaiy to f^^u^t^ jtbc 
ornaments of the emperor from thofe of the con/jyi^. AyfpijMU? f^* 
ceived, from the liberality of Gratian, a ^rfiis f/flmfit^, or /p^f 
of ftate, in which the figure pf t)i< emperp;: r^pQiitf^npu^ yv§s eip^ 
Woidered, 

Oa 
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On diii folcmn octafionj they were attended by C it A p, 

XVII. 

the mod eminent officers of the ftate and army, wi.n^ 'j* 
in the hjabit of fenators; and the ufelefs fafces, 
armed with the once formidable axes, were borne 
before them by the liftors ". The proceflioa 
unovcd from the palace *' to the Forum, or prin- 
cipal, fquarc of the city j where the conful* 
afcendcd their tribunal, and fcated themfelves in> 
the curule chairs, which were framed after the 
fafliion of ancient times. They immediately ex- 
ercifed an act of jurifdiftion, by the manumiffion^ 
of a flave, who was brought before them for that- 
purpofe ; and the ceremony was intended to re- 
prefent the celebrated adion of the elder Brutus,. 
the author of liberty and of the confulfhip, when- 
he admitted among his fellow-citizens the faith- 
ful Vindex, who had revealed the confpiracy of 
the Tarquins". The public feftival was con- 
tinued during fcveral days in all the principal 
cities i in Rome, from cuftom j in Conftanti^ 

S0 Cernis et armorum proceres legurqque potentes ; 
Patricios fumunt habitus ; et more Gabino 
Difcolorincedit legioy pofitifque panimper 
Bellorum fignis, fequitur vei^illa Q^irini, 
l^ifbori cedunt aquilas, rhietque togatus 
Miles, et in mediis efFulget curia caftris. 

Claude in iv Conf. Ho]lorii» 5^ 
I I I I finSafqut procul radiarey>f»rrf . 

In Conf. Prob. 129^ 
•t* Sec Valefius ad Amwian^ Marceilin. 1. xxii. c. /> 
*' Aufpice mox laeto fonuit clamore tribunal § 
Te faftbs ineunte quatfcr ; folemnia ludit 
Omnia llbertas : deduftum vindice morem 
J-ex ffervat, famuluiljue jugo laxatus heriif 
Pi^iftW, €t grato remieat fecurior i£t\i. 

Claildian in iv Conf. Ifo&orii, dix. 

P 3 nople. 
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^xvn ^' ^^P^^i from imitation j in Carthage, Antiochj 
and Alexandria, from the love of pleafure and 
the fuperfluity of wealth '^ In the two capitals 
of the empire the annual games of the theatre, 
the circus, and the amphitheatre ^% coft four 
thoufand pounds of gold, (about) one hundred 
and fixty , thoufand pounds fterling : and if fo 
heavy an expcnce furpaffed the faculties or the in- 
clination of the magiftrates themfelves, the fum 
was fupplied from the Liiperial treafury ^\ As 
foon as the confuls had difcharged thefe cuftomary 
duties^ they were at liberty to retire into the 
Ihade of private life, and to enjoy, during the 
remainder of the year, the undifturbed contem- 
plation of their own greatnefs. They no longer 
prefided in the national councils i they no longer 
executed the refolutions of peace or war. Their 
abilities (unlefs they were employed in more ef- 
feftive offices) were of little moment ; and their 
names ferved only as the legal date of the year 
in which they had filled the chair of Marius and pf 
Cicero. Yet it was ftill felt and acknowledged, 
in the laft period of Roman fcrvitude, that this 
empty name might be compared, and even pre- 

89 Celebrant quidem folemnes iftos dies, ohines ubique urbes quae 
fub legibus agunt; et Roma de more, et Conftantinopolis de imita- 
tione, et Antiochia pro Jiixu, et difcinfta Carthago, et domus 
fluminis Alexandria, fed Treviri Principis beneficio. Aufonius in 
Grat. A6lione. 

90 Claudian (in Conf. Mall. Theodori, 279 — 331.) defcribes, in 
a lively and fanciful manner, the various games of the circus, the 
theatre, and the amphitheatre, exhibited by the new conful. The 
fanguinary combats of gladiators had already been prohibited. 

91 Frocopius in Hiit. Arcana, c, 26. 

ftrrcd^ 
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fcrred, to the pofleflTion of fubftantial power. ^J^^^' 
The title of conful was ftill the moft fplendid ob- v-..y--j 
jeft of ambition, the nobleft reward of virtue and 
loyalty. The emperors thcmfclves, who difdain- 
ed the faint fhadow of the republic, were confcious 
that they acquired an additional fplendour and ma- 
jefty as often as they aflumed the annual honours 
of the confular dignity ^'^. 

The proudeft and mod perfe6t feparation which T*^? ^^' 

. tricians, 

can be found in any age or country, between the 
nobles and the people, is perhaps that of the Pa- 
tricians and the Plebeians, as it was eftablifhed in 
the firft age of the Roman republic. Wealth and 
honours, the offices of the ftate, and the ceremo- 
nies of religion, were almoft exclufively poflcflred 
by the former ; who preferving the purity of their 
blood with the moft infulting jealoufy ^', held 
their clients in a condition of fpecious vaffalage. 
But thcfe diftinclions, fo incompatible with the 
fpirit of a free people, were removed, after a 
long ftrnggle, by the perfevering efforts of the 
Tribunes. The moft aftive and fuccefsful of the 
Plebeians accumulated wealth, afpired to hp- 

9* In Confulatu honos fine labore fufc'pitur. (Mamerlin in 
Panegyr. Vet. xi. 2.) i his exalted idea of theconfulfhip is borrow- 
ed from an Oration (iii. p. 107.) pronounced by Julian in the 
fciviie court of C^Miftar. ins. bet- the Abbe dc la Bleterie (MemoireS 
de r Academic;, toin. xxiv. p. %%^).), who delights to purfue th« 
veftiges of the oid conil lutipn, and who fometiraes finds them in his 
copious fancy. 

95 intermarriages between the Patricians and Plebeians were pro- 
hibited by the laws of the XII Tables j and the \iniform operations 
of human nature may atteit that the cuiiom furvived the law. See in 
I^ivy (iv. 1—6.), the pride of family urged by the conful, and the 
fights of mankind affeited by the tribune Canuleius, 

D 4 noursa 
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^xvii^' nours, defcrycd triumphs, contrafted alliances, 
and, after fomc generations, aflumed the pride of 
ancient nobility^*. The Patrician fannilies, on 
the othpr hand, whofe original number was never 
recruited till the end of the commonwealth, either 
fafled in the ordinary cpurfc of nature, or wereex^ 
tlinguiflied in (o many foreign and domeftic wars, 
pr, through a want of merit or fortune, infenfibly 
mingled with the mafs of the people ^^ Very few 
remained who could derive their pure and ge- 
nuine origin from the infancy of the city, or even 
from that of the republic, when Casfar and Au- 
guftus, Claudius and Vefpafian, created from the 
body of the fcnate a competent number of new 
Patrician families, in the hope of perpetuating 
an order, which was ftiU confidered as hqnour- 
abl(i and facred^^ But t+icfe aitificial fupplie^ 

(in 

9* Sec the animated piftures drawn by Salluft, in the Jurgurthine 
wnuTy of the pride of the nobles, and even of the virtuous Metellus, 
who was unable to brook the idea that the honour of the confulftip 
Jiould be beftowed on the obfcure merit of his lieutenant Marius 
(c. 64). Two hundred years before, the race of the Metelli 
thenirelves were confounded among the Plebeians of Rome; and 
fit>m the etymology of their name of Cacil'm, there is reafon 
to believe that thofe Jiapghty nobles derived their origin from a 
ibtler. 

95 In the year of Rome Sop, very few remained, not only of the 
old Patiician families, bqt even of thoie which had been created by 
C«far and Auguftus. (Tacit. Annal. xi. 25.) The family of 
^urus (a branch of the Patrician ^milii) wa^ degraded fo low 
ihat his father, who exercifed the trade of a charcoal-merchant, left 
bim only ten (laves, and fomewhat lefs than three hundred pounds 
fterling. (Valerius Maximus, 1. iv. c. 4. n. 11., Aurel. Viftor in 
Scauro.) The family v^af f^ved from oblivion by the merit of the 
Ion. 

9^ Tacit. Annal. xi. »5. Dion Caflius, 1. Hi. p. 693. The 
YJftues of AgncolHy who wa» ^reatc4a Patrician by the emperor Ve- 

fpaiia^^ 
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(in which the rcigaing houfc was always included) ^^^^^ 
were rapidly fwept away by the ra^c of tyrants, 
by frequent revolutions, by the change of nKin* 
ncrs, and by the intermixture of nations'^. Little 
more was left, when Conftantine afccnded the 
throne, than a vague and imperfeft tradition, that 
the Patricians had once been the firft of the Ro- 
mans. To form a body of nobles, whofe influ- 
ence may reftrain, while it fecures the authority 
of the monarch, would have been very incon- 
fiftent with the charaifter and policy of Conftan- 
tine J but had he ferioufly entertained fuch a de- 
fign, it might have exceeded the mcafure of his 
power to ratify, by an arbitrary cdi^ft, an inftitu- 
jion which muft expeft the fanftioa of time and of 
opinion. He revived, indeed, the title of Pa- 
tricians, but he revived it as a pcrfonal, not as 
an hereditary diftinftion. They yieldetj only to 
the tranficnt fuperiority of the annual confulsj 
but they enjoyed the pre-eminence over all the 
great officers of ftate, with th^ moft familiar ac- 
cefs to the perfon of the prince. This honour- 
able rank was beftowed on them for life 5 and as 
they were ufually favourites, and minifters who 
had grown old in the Imperial court, the true 

fp2&3iiy reflected honour oa that ancient order j but ha^ anceftort had 
not any claim beyond an Equeftrian nobility. 

97 This failure would have been almoft impoflible if it were true» 
as CaTaubon compels Aurelius Vi^or to affirm (^d Suecon. in 
(Cxfar. c. 42. See Hift. Aug\ift. p. 203. and CaTaubon. Comment, 
p. 220.^, that Vefpafian created at once a thoufand Patrician families. 
But this extravagant nimiber is too much even for the whole Sena- 
torial order, unlefs we ihould include all the Roman knights who 
nrere diilinguifiied by the permif^n of wearm^ the latidave. 

3 ^ etymology 
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^xvn^' etymology of the word was perverted by igno- 
i- -y— i/ ranee and flattery -, and the Patricians of Con- 

ftantine were reverenced as the adopted Fathers 

of the emperor and the republic '\ 
ThePrae- jj^ The fortunes of the Praetorian praefcfts 

tonanpne- , , 

feas. were eflentially different from thefe of the confuls 
and patricians. The latter faw their ancient great- 
nefs evaporate in a vain title. The former, rifing 
by degrees from the moft humble condition, were 
inverted with the civil and military adminiftra- 
tion of the Roman world. From the reign of 
Sevcrus to that of Diocletian, the guards and the 
palace, the laws and the finances, the armies and 
the provinces, were intrufted to their fuperintend- 
ing care; and, like the Vizirs of the Eaft, they 
held with one hand the feal, and with the 
other the ftandard, of the empire. The ambition 
of the praefefts, always formidable, and fome- 
times fatal to the mafters whom they ferved, 
. was fupported by the ftrength of the Praetorian 
bands j but after thole haughty troops had been 
weakened by Diocletian, and finally fuppreffed 
by Conftantine, the praefefts, who furvived their 
fall, were reduced without difficulty to the fta- 
tion of ufeful and obedient minifters. When they 
were no longer refponfible for the fafecy of the 
emperor's perfon, they religned. the jurifdidion 
which they had hitherto claimed and .exercifcd 
over all the departments of the palace. They 
were deprived by Conftantine of all military com- 
mand, as foon as they had ceafed to lead into the 

9^ Zofimus, 1. ii. p. ii8. j and Godefroy ad Cod. Theodof. 1. vi. 
tit, vi, 

field. 
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field, under their immediate orders, the flower of chap, 

XVII. 

the Roman troops ; and at length, by a fingular 
revolution, the captains of the guards were trans- 
formed into the civil magiftrates of the provinces* 
According to the plan of government inftituted 
by Diocletian, the four princes had each their 
Prastorian prxfeft i and, after the monarchy was 
once more united in the perfon of Conftantine, he 
ftill continued to create the fame number of four 
PREFECTS, and entrufted to their care the fame 
provinces which they already adminiftered, i. 
The prasfeft of the Eaft ftretched his ample jurif- 
diftion into the three parts of the globe which 
were fubjed to the Romans, from the cataradls 
of the Nile to the banks of the Phafis, and from 
the mountains of Thrace to the frontiers of Per- 
fia. 2. The important provinces of Pannonia, 
Dacia, Macedonia, and Greece, once acknow- 
ledged the authority of the praefedl of Illyricum. 
3. The power of the prasfed of Italy was not con- 
fined to the country from whence he derived his 
title 5 it extended over the additional territory of 
Rhaetia as far as the banks of the Danube, over 
the dependent iflands of the Mediterranean, and 
over that part of the continent of Africa which 
lies between the confines of Cyrene and thofe of 
Tingitania. 4. The priefeft of the Gauls com- 
prehended under that plural denomination the 
kindred provinces of Britain and Spain, and his 
authority was obeyed from the wall of Antoninus- 
to the fort of Mount Atlas ^^ 

After 

99 Zofimus, I. ii. p. 109, 110. If we had not fortunately pof- 
fciTed this fatisfaftorv account of the divifion of the power and pro- 
vinces 
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CHAP. After the Praetorian praefcdls had been difmiffcid 



XVIL 



from all military command^ the civil functions 
which they were ordained to excrcife over fo 
many fubjedt nations, were adequate to the am** 
bition and abilities of the moft confummate mi* 
nifters. To their wifdom was committed the fu- 
premc adminiftration ofjuftice and of the finances, 
the two objedts which, in a ftate of peace, com- 
prehend almoft all the refpedive duties of the 
ibvereign and of the people ; of the former, to 
proteft the citizens who are obedient to the 
laws ; of the latter, to contribute the fhare of 
their property which is required for the expences 
of the ftate. The coin, the highways, the pofts, 
the granaries, the manufactures, whatever could 
intereft the public profpcrity, was moderated by 
the authority of the Praetorian praefedts. As the 
immediate reprefentatives of the Imperial ma- 
jefty, they were empowered to explain, to enforce^ 
and on fome occafions to modify, the general 
cdifts by their difcretionary proclamations. They 
watched over the conduft of the provincial go- 
vernors, removed the negligent, and inflifted 
puniflxments on the guilty. From all the inferior 
jurifdiAions, an appeal in every matter of im- 
portance, either civil or criminal, mig;ht be 
brought before the tribunal of the prsefed 2 but 
his fentence was final and abfolutcj and the em* 
perors themfelves refufed to admit any complaints 
againft the judgment or the integrity of a magi- 

vncet of the Praetorian praefefls, we fhould frequently have bcc^^ 
perplexed amidft the copious details of the Code^ and the circUm'» 
^tial minutenefsr of die Notitia^ 

ftratf 
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ftrate whom they honoured with fuch unbounded CHAP. 
confidence*'*''. His appointments were fuitable - ^ _r 
to his dignity "' j and if avarice was his ruling 
paffion^ he enjoyed frequent opportunities of col- 
kding a rich harveft of fees, of prefents, and of 
perquifites. Though the emperors no longer 
dreaded the ambition of their prasfefts, they w^rc 
attentive to counterbalance the power of this great 
office by the uncertainty and fhortnefs of its du- 
ration '''\ 

From their fuperior importance and dignity, Thepne- 
Ronoe And Conftantinople were alone excepted Rome^and 
from the jurifdiftioo of the Praetorian prefects. ^^"1^^ 
The immcnfe fize of the city, aod the experience 
pf the tardy, iftefFe<auaI operation of the laws, had 
f^roifhed the policy of Auguftus with a fpeciqus 
pretence for introducing a new magiftrate, who 
alone could reftrain a fervile and turbulent popu- 

100 $5e.akwof Conftantine bimfelf. A pr^efea^ autem prae- 
torio provocare, non finimiis. Cod. Juftinian. 1. vii. tit. Ixii. leg. 
19. Charifiys, a lawyer of the tipae of Conftantine (Hjsinec. Hift. 
Jviri$ Romani, p. 34.9. )> who admits this lav as a fundamental 
principle pf jurjfprudence, compares the Praetorian prafe^ls to tjie 
maftprt pf tjie Jjorfc of the ancient diftators^ P^ndeft. 1, i, 
tip. Xi. ^ 

101 When Juftinian, in the exhanfted condition of the cmpii*, 
inftituted a Prsetorian prsefeft fo|- Afiica, he allowed him a falary 
tf pne hundr^ pppnds of jjold. Cod. Juftinian. 1. i. tit. xxvii, 
%. X. 

*o* For this, and the other dignities of the empire, it may be 
fufficjent to refer tP the ample .commentaries pf Panffirolus and 
Godefro)-, whp have diligeij^y colle£led and accurately digefted ift 
their proper order all the legal and hiftorical materials. Froth tKofe 
authors, Pr. Howell (Hiftory of the Wprld, vpl. ii. p. 24.-.^7«) 
]yid deduced a veiy diftinft abridgment of the ftatc of the Roma* 
tmpir*. 

lace 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



46 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. lace by the ftrong arm of arbitrary power '°^i 
K—^,J^ Valerius Meffalla was appointed the firft prsefeft 
of Rome, that his reputation might countenance 
fo invidious a meafure : but, ^t the end of a few 
days, that accomplifhed citizen '°* refigned his 
office, declaring with a fpirit worthy of the friend 
• of Brutus, that he found himfelf incapable of ex- 
ercifing a power incompatible with public free- 
' dom *°^ As the fenfe of liberty became lefs ex- 
quifite, the advantages of order were more clearly 
underftood ; and the pra^feft, who fecmed to have 
' been defigned as a terror only to flaves and va* 
grants, was permitted to extend his civil and cri- 
minal jurifdiftion over the equeftrian and noble 
families of Rome. The prsetors, annually created 
as the judges of law and equity, could not long 
difpute the poffeflion of the Forum with a vigor- 

>oj Tacit. Annal. vi. ii. Eufeb. In Chron. p. 155. Dion 
Cafliusy in the oration of Maecenas (L.vii. p. 675.), defcribes the 
prerogatives of the praefeft of the city as they were eftabli/hed in his 
own time. 

*"4 The fame of Meffalla has been fcarcely equal to his merit. 
In the earlieft youth he was recommended by Cicero to the friendfhip" 
of Brutus. He followed the ftandard of the republic till it was 
broken In the fields of thilippi : he then accepted and defei-ved the 
favour of the moft moderate of the conquerors ; and uniformly 
afferted his freedom and dignity in the court of Auguftus. The 
triumph of Meffalla was juftified by the conqueft of Aquitain. As 
an orator, he difputed the palm of eloquence with Cicero himfelf. 
Meffalla cultivated eveiy mufe, and was the patron of every maa of 
genius. He fpent his evenings in philofophic coilverfation witl^ 
Horace 5 affumed his place at table between Delia and TibuUus ; 
and amufed his leifure by encouraging the poetical talents of young 
Ovid. 

>o5 Incivilem effe poteftatem conteftans, fays the tranflator of 
Eufebius. Tacitus expreffes the fame idea in other words : quafii 
nefcius exercendi, 

0U9 
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ous and permanent niagiftrate, who was ufually chap. 
adniitted into the confidence of the prince. Their 
courts were deferred, their number, which had 
once fluftuated between twelve and eighteen *°% 
was gradually reduced to two or three, and their 
important funftions were confined to the expen- 
five obligation '""^ of exhibiting games for the 
amufemcnt of the people. After the office of 
Roman confuls had been changed into a vain 
pageant, which was rarely difplayed in the ca- 
pital, the prasfedts affumed their vacant place in 
the fenate, and were foon acknowledged as the 
ordinary prefidents of that venerable affembly. 
They received appeals from the diftance of one 
hundred miles ; and it was allowed as a principle 
of jurifprudence, that all municipal authority was 
derived from them alone '°^ In the difcharge of 
his laborious employment, the governor of Rome 
was affifted by fifteen officers, fome of whom had 
been originally his equals, or even his fuperiors. 
The principal departments were relative to the 
command of a numerous watch eftablifhed as a 



106 See Lipfius, Excurfus D. ad i lib. Tacit. Annal. 

1^7 Heineccii Element. Juris Civilis fecund, ordinem Pandefl- 
torn. i. p. 70. See likewife Spanheim de Ufu Numifmatum, torn, ii- 
differtat. x. p. 119. In the year 450, Marcian published a law, 
that three citizens fhould be annually created Prsetors of Conftanti- 
nople by the choice of the fenate, but with their own confent. Cod. 
Juftinian. 1. i. tit. xxxix. leg. 2. 

«o* Quidquid igitur intra urbem admittitur, ad P. U. videtur pcr- 
tioere; fed et fiquid intra centefimum milliarium. Ulpian iii Pan« 
de&., 1. i. tit. xiii. n. i. He proceeds to enumerate the variotia 
offices of the praefe£l, who, in the Code of Juftinian (1. i.tit. xxxix. 
leg. 3.)' is declared to precede and command all city magiftratesr 
ilne injuna ac detiimento honoris aReni. 
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CHAP, fafeguard againft fires, robberies, and nodurnal 
\_ -^ '_r diforders; the cuftody and diftribution of the 
public allowance of corn and provifions j the care 
of the port, of the aqucduflis, of the common 
lewcrs, and of the navigation and bed of the 
Tyber ; the inlpcdlion of the markets, the theatres, 
and of the private as well as public works. Their 
vigilance enfured the three principal objefts of 
a regular police, fafety, plenty, and cleanlincfs i 
and as a proof of the attention of government to 
preferve the fplendour and ornaments of the capi- 
tal, a particular infpeftor was appointed for the 
ftatuesi the gtiardian, as it were, of that inani- 
mate people^ which, according to the extrava- 
gant computation of an old writer, was fcarcely 
inferior in number to the living inhabitants of 
Rome. About thirty years after the foundation 
of Cftnftantinople, a fimilar magiftrate was created 
in that rifing metropolis, for the fame ufes, and 
with the fame powers. A perfed equality was 
cftablifhcd between the dignity of the fwo muni- 
cipal, and that of the four praetorian, prasfeds '°^ 
The pro- Thofe who, in the Imperial hierarchy, were 
vkc-p^. diftinguiflied by the title of Refpeaabky formed an 
fcftf, &c. intermediate clafs between the illuftrious prasfefts 
and the honourable magiftrates of the provinces. 
In this clafs, the proconfuls of Afia, Achaia, and 
Africa, claimed a pre-eminence, which was yicld- 



f 



<09 Bcfides our tiftial guides, we may obferve, that Felix Caiite« 
}oriu8 has written a fepai*ate treatife, De Prsefe^o Urbis $ and that 
many curious details concerning the police of Rome and Confbmti* 
nople are contained in the fourteenth book of the Theodofian 
Code. 
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ed to the remembrance of their ancient dignity ; Chap. 
and the appeal from their tribunal to that of the 
prsefefts was almoft the only mark of their de- 
pendence "\ But the civil government of the 
empire was diftributed into thirteen great dio- 
ceses, each of which equalled thejuft meafureof 
a powerful kingdom* The firft of thefe diocefes 
was fubjecl to the jurifdidion of the count of the 
caft J and we may convey fome idea of the im- 
portance and variety of his funftions, by obferv- 
ing, that fix hundred apparitors, who would be 
ftyled at prefent either fccrctaries, or clerks, or 
ufliers, or meffengers, were employed in his im- 
mediate office "". The place of Auguftal prafeSl 
of Egypt was no longer filled by a Roman knight 5 
but the name was retained 5 and the extraordi- 
nary powers which the fituation of the country, 
and the temper of the inhabitants, had once made 
indifpenfable, were ftill continued to the gover- 
nor. The eleven remaining diocefes, of Afiana, 
Pontica, and Thrace j of Macedonia, Dacia, 
and Pannonia or Weftern Illyricum 5 of Italy and 
Africa j of Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; were go- 
verned by twelve v/V^rj, or vice-pr^efeSis "% whofe 

name 

*«o Eunapius affirms, tliatthe proconrul of Afia was independent 
of the praefe6l$ which muft, however, be underftood with fome 
allowance : the jurifdi^lion of the vice-praefeft he moft afliiredly 
difclaimed. Pancirolus, p. i6i. 

*'* The proconful of Africa had four hundred apparitors j 
and they all received large falaries, either from the treafuiy or 
the province. See Pancirol. p. 26, and Cod. Jiiftinian. 1. xii. tit. 
Ivi, Ivii. 

I" In Italy there was likewife the Vicar of Ronu, It has been 

much difputed, whether his jurifdi6lion meafured one hundred miles 

Vol. III. E from 
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CHAP, name fufficiently explains the nature and depend-^ 
\^- -^^'^ ence of their office. It may be added, that the 
lieutenant-generaU of the RoiTwin armies, the mi- 
litary counts a^d dukes^ who will be hereafter 
mentioned^ were allowed the rank and title of 
RefpeSiable. 
The go- As the fpirit of jcaloufy and oftentation pre-^ 
thrpro-^^ vailed in the colincils of the emperors, they pro- 
vinces, cecded with anxious diligence to divide the fub- 
ftance, and to multiply the titled of power. The 
vaft countries which the Roman conquerors had 
United under the fame fimple form of adrriiniftra- 
tion, were imperceptibly crumbled into minute 
fragments ; till at length the whole empire was 
diftributed into one hundred and fixteen pro-^ 
vinces, each of which fupported an expenfive and 
fplendid eftablifhment. Of thefe, three were go- 
verned hf proconfuis, thirty-feVen by confularSy fiv6 
by correSlorSi and feventy-onfc by prejidents. The 
appellations of thefe magiftrates were different i 
they ranked irt fucceflive ofdef, the enfigns of 
their dignity were curioufly varied, and their fitua^ 
tion, from accidental ctrcumftancci, might be 
more or lefs agreeable, ot advantageous. But 
they were all (excepting only the proconfuls) 
alike included in the clafs oT hbnourabk perfonS ; 
and they were alike entruftedi during the plea- 
fure of the prince, and under the authority of the 
pfsefefts or their deputies, with the adhniniftfation 
of juftice and the finances in their refpeftive di- 
Itridls. The ponderous volumes of the Codes and 

from the citjr, or whether it ilrctched over the ten fotithern province* 
of Ital)^, 

4 Pandcfts 
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Pandefts "' would furnifh ample materials for a ^xvn^* 
tninute enquiry irtto the fyftem of provincial go- ^_-— ':^^J 
veriiment, as in the fpacc of fix centuries it was 
improved by the wifdom of the Rom^n ftatefmeti 
and lawyers. It may be fufficient for the hifto- 
riantofeledt two Angular and falutary pi-ovifion^ __ 
intended to feftrain the abufc of authority, i . For 
the prefervation of peace and order, the governors 
of the provinces were armed with the fword of 
juftice. They ihflifted corporal punifhments, artd 
they exercifed, in capital offences, the power of » 
life ind death. But they were not au^horifed td 
indulge the condemned criminal with the choice 
of his own execution, or to pronounce a fentence 
df the mildeft and rtioft honourable kind of exile. 
Thefe prerogatives were referved to the preefefls, 
who alone could impofe the heavy fine of fifty 
pounds of gold : their vicegerents were confined 
to the trifling Weight of a few ounces *'^ This 
diftindioni which feems to grant the larger, 
while it denies the fmaller degree of authority^ 
was founded on a very rational motive. The 
. fmaller degree was infinitely more liable to abufe^ 
Thepaflions ot a prQvincial magiftrate might fre- 
quently provoke him into afts of oppreffion, 

*'5 Among the works of the celebrated Ulpian, there was one in 
ten books, concerning the office of a proconfiil, whofe duties in th<f 
moft effential articles were the fame as thofe of an ordinary governor 
of a province. 

«"4 The preitdents, ot confulars, tould impofe Only two ounces ; 
the vice-praefefts, three 5 the proconfuls, count of the eaft, and 
praefeft of Egypt, fix* See Heine^cii Jur. Civil, torn; i. p. 75. 
Pandeft. 1. xlviii, tit* xiiX. n. 8* Cod. Juftirtian* 1* i* tit. liv^ 
leg. 4. 6* 

E 2 which 
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^xvn^* which afFcftcd only the freedom or the fortunes df 
the fubjeft ; though, from a principle of prudence, 
perhaps of humanity, he might ftill be terrified 
by the giiilt of innocent blood. It may likewifc 
be confidered^ that exile, confiderable fines, or 
the choice of an cafy death, relate more particu- 
larly to the rich and the noble; and the perfons 
the moft cxpofed to the avarice or refentment o^ 
a provincial magiftrate> were thus rcnnoved from 
his obfcure perfecution to the more augoft and 
impartial tribunal of the Praetorian praefeft, 2. As 
it was reafonably apprehended that the inte- 
grity of the judge might be biafled, if his interefl: 
was concerned, or his aflTeftions were engaged ; 
the ftrifteft regulations were €ftablilhed> to ex- 
clude any perfon, without the fpecial difpcnfa- 
uon of the emperor, from the government of the 
province where he was born "^ ; and to prohibit 
the governor or his fon from contrafting mar- 
riage with a native or an inhabitant "*; or from 
purchafing flaves, lands, or houfes, within the 
extent of his jurifdi6tion "^ Notwithftanding 

^'? Ut nulir patriae fuse admimflratro fine fp^ciali principis permiflTu 
pcrmittatur. Cod. Juftinian, 1. r. tit. xli. This law was^ firft cnaft- 
ed by the emperor Maixus, after the rebellion of Cafllus (Dion. 
1. Ixxi.). The fame regulation is obfenred in China, with equal 
Itri^nels and with equal effeft. 

»'*^ Pandcft. 1. xxiii. tit. ii. n. 3S. 57. 63. 

^'7 In Jure continetur, ne quis in adminiftratione conftitutus 
aliquid compararet. Cod. Thedd. 1. viii. tif. XV. leg. x. This 
niaxim of common law was enforced by a feries of edifts (fee the 
rf mainder of the title) from Conftantine to Juftin. From this pro- 
!iibition, which is extended to the meaneft officers of the governor, 
they except only clothes and provifions. The purchafe within five 
years may be recovered 5 after which, on information^ it devolves to 
the tiealuiy. 

thefe 
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thefc rigorous precautions, the emperor Conftan- ^^^^* 
tine, after a reign of twenty-five years, ftill dc- v-^-v-w 
plores the venal and opprelfivc adminiftration of 
juftice, and expreffes the warmeft indignation 
that the audience of the judge, his difpatch of bu- 
iinefs, his feafonable delays, and his final kn- 
tence, were publicly fold, cither by himfelf or by 
the officers of his court. The continuance, and 
perhaps the impunity, of thefc crimes, is atteded 
by the repetition of impotent laws, and innefFcc- 
tual menaces "S 

All the civil magiftrates were drawn from the Thepro- 
profeffion of the law. The celebrated Inftitutes thcTaw! 
of Juftinian are addreffed to the youth of his do- 
minions, who had devoted themfcives to the 
ftudy of Roman jurifprudcnce $ and the fovereign 
condefcends to animate their diligence, by the 
affurance that their fkill and ability would in time 
be rewarded by an adequate fhare in the govern* 
ment of the republic "^ The rudiments of thist 
lucrative fcience were taught in all the coqfider- 
able cities of the eaft and weft ; but the moft fa- 
mous fchopl was that of Bery tus *% qn the qoaft 

of 

«>8 Ceflent rapaces jam nunc officialium manus 5 ceflent, m- 
quam ; nam fi moniti non ceflaverint, gladiis praecidentur, &c. 
Cod. Theod. 1. i. tit. vii. leg. i. Zeno ena^ed, that all governors 
ihould remain in the province, to anfwer any accufations, fifty days 
after the expiration of their power. Cod. Juftinian. 1. ii, tit, xli^^ 
leg. 1. 

"9 Summaigitur ope, et alacri ftudio has leges neftras accipitej 
et vofmetipfos iic erudites oftendite, ut fpes vos pulcherrima foveat j 
toto legitime opere perfe6lo, pofle etiam noftram rempublicara in 
partibus ejus vobis credendis gubemari, Juftinian in proem. In, 
^itutionum, 

>»o The fplendor of (he fchool of Berytus, which preferved in tlw 
eaft the language and jurifprudcnce of the Romans, may be comt>ute4 

E 3 tQ 
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CHAP, of Phoenicia; which flourifhed above three cci>t 

XVII. 

4,,— y--l^ turies from the time of Alexander Sevtirus, the 
author perhaps of an infticution fo advantageous- 
to his native country. Aifter a regular courfe of 
education, which laft^d five years, the ftudentS- 
difperfed themfelvcs through the provinces, in 
fcarch of fortune and honours ; nor could they 
iVant an ipexhauftible fupply qf bufinefs in a great 
empire^ already corrupted by the multiplicity of 
laws, of arts, and of vices. The court of the 
Prcetorian praifcdt of the caft could alone furnifh 
employment for one hundred and fifty advocates, 
fixty-four of whom wer^ diftinguifhed by peculiar 
privileges, and two were annually chofen with a 
falary of fijcty pounds of gold, to defend the 
caufes of the treafury. The ftrft experirnent was 
made of their judicial talents^ by appointing thenr\ 
(o aft occafionally as aflefTors to the magiftrates; 
fronri thence they were often raifed to pr^fide iq 
the tribunals before which they had pleaded. 
^They obtained th^ government of a provinces 
and, by the aid of merit, of reputation, or of fa-? 
vour, they afcended, by fucceflive fteps, tp the 

illufirious dignities of the ftate "•• In the praftice 

. - ' ' • ^^ 

to have lafted fropa the third to the middle of the fixth century. 
Keinecc. Jur. Rom. Hift. p. 351—356. 

"? As in a former period I have traced the civil and military pro- 
motion of Pertinax, I (hall here ihfert the civil honours of Mailing 
Theodorus. i. He was diftinguiftied by his eloquence, while he 
pleaded as an advocate in the court of the Pi-aetorian praefeft. 2. He 
governed one of the provinces, of Africa, either as prefident or con- 
sular, and deferved, by his adminiftration, the honour of a brafs 
ftatue. 3. He was appointed vicar, or vice-praefeft of Macedonia. 
4. Quxftor. 5. Count of the'facredlargeffes. 6. Praetorian praefeft 

■ ■ ■ ■ "? 
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pf the bar, thefe men had confidered reafon as '^ ? ^ ^• 
the inftrument of difputej they interpreted the v..i.^v-^ 
laws according to the didates of private intcreft ; 
^nd the fame pernicious habits rnight ftill adhere 
to their characters in the public adminiftration of 
fhe ftate. The honour of a liberal profeflion ha^ 
indeed beeri vindicated by ancient and modern ad- 
vocates, who have filled the moft important fic- 
tions, with pure integrity, ^nd confumrnate wif- 
dom : bqt in the decline of Roman jurifprudence, 
the ordinary promotion of lawyers was pregnant 
with mifchicf and difgrace. The noble art, which 
h^d once been prcferved as the facred inheritance 
pf the patricians, was fallen into the hands of 
freedmen and plebeians'**, who, with cunning 
rather than with fkill, exerciftd a fordid and per- 
nicious trade. Some of them procured admits 
tance into families for the purpofe of fomenting 
difi^erences, of encouraging fuit§, and of prepar- 
injg a harveft of gain for themfelves or their bre- 

of the Gauls 5 whilft he might yet be reprefented as a young man. 
7. After a retreat, perhaps a difgrace of many years, which Mal- 
lius (confounded by fome critics with the poet Manilius, fee Fa- 
bricius Bibliothec. Latii^. Edit. Erneift. torn. i. c. 18. p. 501.) em- 
ployed in the ftudy of the Grecian philofophy, he was named Prae- 
torian praefe6l of Italy, in the year 397. 3- While he ftill exercifed 
that great office, he wa? created, jh the year 399, conful for the 
\Veft 5 and his name, on account of the infamy of his colleague, 
. the eunuch Eutiopius, often ftands alone in the Fafti. 9. In the 
year 408, Mallius was appointed a fecond time Praetorian prasfcft of 
Italy. Even in the venal panegyric of Claudian, we may difcover, 
the merit of Mallius Theodorus, who, by a rare felicity, was the 
intimate friend both of Symmachus and of St. Auguftin, See 
Tillemont, Hift. des Emp. tom. v. p. iii« — 11 14. 

"* Mamertinus in Pancgyr, vet. xi. ao. Aufterius apud Pho- 
tium, p. 1500. 

E 4 thren. 
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^xvn^' ^'^^^^"^ Others, reclufcin their chambers, main- 
c.>-^- ^ tained the dignity of legal profeffors, by furnilh- 
ing a rich client with fubtlctics to confound the 
plaineft truth, and with arguments to colour the 
moft unjultifiable pretenfions. The fplendid and 
popular clals was compofed of the advocates, 
who filled the Forum with the found of their tur- 
gid and loquacious rhetoric. Carelefs of fame 
and of juftice, they are defcribed, for the moft 
part, as ignorant and rapacious guides, who con- 
dufted their clients through a maze of expence, of 
delay, and of difappointment ; from whence, 
after a tedious feries of years, they were at length 
difmiffed, when their patience and fortune were 
almoft exhauftcd "'• 
The mill- \\\^ In the fyllem of policy introduced by A"* 
?trs,^ guftus, the governors, thofe at leaft of the impe- 
rial provinces, were inverted with the full powers 
of the fovereign himfelf. Minifters of peace and 
war, the diftribution of rewards and punilhments 
depended on them alone, and they fucceffively 
appeared on their tribunal in the robes of civil 
magiftracy, and in complete armour at the head 
of the Roman legions "\ The influence of thq 

1*3 The curious paffage of Ammianus (1. xxx. c. 4.)> in which 
he paints the manners of contemporary lawyers, affords a ftrange 
mixture of foi^nd fenfe, falfe rhetoric, and extravagant fatire, 
Godefioy (Frolegpm. ad Cod. Theod. c. i. p. 185.) fupports the 
hlftorian by fimila^' complaints, and authentic fa6ls. In the fourth 
century, ipany camels might have been laden with law-books, 
Eunapius in Vet. Edefii, p. 72. 

1*4 See a very fplendid example in the Life of Agricola, par- 
titulaily p. 20, 21. The lieutenant of Britain was entrufted with 
the fame powers which Cicero, proconful of Cilicia, had exercif^d 
in the name of the fenatc and people, 

revenue^ 
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revenue, the authority of law, and the command chap, 
of a military force, concurred to render their - \; 'y 
power fupreme and abfolutc j and whenever they 
were tempted to violate their allegiance^ the loyal 
province which they involved in their rebellion, 
was fcarcely fenfible of any change in its political 
Hate. From the time of Commodus to the reign 
of Conftantinc, near one hundred governors 
might be enumerated, who, with various fuccefsj 
crciScd the ftandard of revolt ; and though the 
innocent were too often facrificed, the guilty 
might be fometimes prevented, by the fufpicious 
cruelty of their mafter "'. To fi^cure his throne 
and the public tranquillity from thefe formidable 
fervants, Conftantine rcfolved to divide the mili- 
tary from the civil adminiftration j and to cfta* 
biifh, as a permanent and profcffional diftinftion, 
a praftice which had been adopted only as an oc- 
cafional expedient. The fupreme jurifdiftion cx- 
ercifed by the Praetorian praefefts over the armies 
of the empire, was transferred to the two mafters 
general whom he inftituted, the one for the cavalry^ 
the other for the infantry i and though each of 
thefe illuftrious officers was more peculiarly refpon- 
fible for the difcipline of thofe troops which were 
under his immediate infpe<9^ion, they both indif- 
ferently commanded in the field the feveral bodies, 
whether of horfe or foot, which were united in the 

"5 The Abbe Dubos, who has examined with accuracy (fee 
Hift. de la Monarchie Fran^oife, torn. i. p. 41 — 100. edit. 174.1.) 
the inftitution^ of Auguftu? and of Conftantine, obferves, that if 
Otho had been put to death the day before he executed his confpiracy, 
Ptho would now appear in hjftory as iijnocent a^ Cprbwlo, 

fame 
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F^^ P» fame army ***^. Their number was foon double^ 
by the divifion of the eaft and weft ; and as fepa* 
rate generals of the fame rank and title were ap- 
pointed on the four important frontiers of the 
Jlhine, of the Upper and the Lower Danube, and 
of the Euphrates, thq defence of the Roman em- 
pire was at length committed to eight matters ge- 
neral of the cavalry and infantry. Under their 
orders, thirty-five military commanders were fta- 
tioncd in the provinces : three in Britain, fix in 
Gaul, one in Spain, one in Italy, five on the 
Upper, and four on the Lower Danube j in Afia 
eight, three in Egypt, and four i^ Africa. The 
titles of ccunls, and dulses "% by which they were 
properly diftinguifhed, have obtained in modern 
languages (q very different a fenfe, that the ufe 
of them may occafion fome furprifewBut it 
fhould be recollected, that the fecond of tiiofe ap- 
pellations is only a corruption of the |^tin word, 
which was indifcriminately applied to any mili- 
tary chief. All thefe provincial generals were 
therefore dukes-, but cjo more than ten aflnong 
them were dignified with the ranl^ of (ounls or 
companions, a title df honour, or rather of fa^^^ 
your, which had been recently invented [n the 

1*^ Zofinms, 1. ii. p. iio. Before the end of the reijgp of Con- 
ftantius, the «agiftn mi/ttum were already increafed to four. See 
Valefxus ad Aramian. 1. xvi. c. 7. 

"7 Though the military counts and dukes are frequently men- 
tioned, both in hiftory and the codes, we muft hive recoui*fe to the 
Notida for the exaft knowledge of their number and ftations. For 
the inftitution, rank, privileges, &c. of the counts in general, 
fee Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xii— XX. with the Coii;imentary of 
Godcfroy. 

court 
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/court of Conftantinc. A gold belt was the en- ^xvn^^ 
fign which diflinguilhed the office of the counts v- .y. >^ 
and dukes j and befides their pay, they received 
a liberal allowance fufficient to maintain one 
hundred and ninety fervaqts, and one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight horfcs. They were ftriftly 
prohibited from interfering in any matter which 
related to the adminiftration of juftice or the re- 
venue J but the CQmmapd which they exercifed 
over the troops of their department, was inde- 
pendent of the authority of the magiftrates, 
About the fame time that Conftantine gave a legal 
fanftion to the ecclefiafticaj order, he inftituted in 
|the Roman empire the nice balance of the civil 
and the military powers. The emulation, and 
fomctimes the difcord, which reigned between 
two profeffions of oppofite interefts and incom- 
patible manners, was produ6liye of beneficial and 
of pernicious cpnfequences^ It was feldom to be 
cxpefted that thjc general and the civil governor 
of a province fhould either confpire for the dif- 
turbance, or (hopld unite for the fcrvice, of their 
country. While the one delayed to oflTer the af- 
fiftance which the other difdained to folicir, the 
ti'pops very frequemly remained without orders 
or without fupplies; the public fafety was be- 
trayed, and the defencelefs fubjeds were left ex- 
pofed to the fqry of the Barbarians. The divided 
adminiftration, which had been formed by Con- 
ftantine, relaxjsid the vigour qf the ftate, while it 
fecured the tranquillity of the rnpn^rch. 

The memory of Conftantine has been defervcd-^ Dlftinaion 
ly cenfured for another innovation which cor- ^.q^I 

rupted 
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CHAP. 



ruptcd military difciplinc, and prepared the ruia 
of the empire. The nineteen years which pre-' 
ceded his final viftory over Licinius, had been a 
period of licenfe and inteftine war. The rivals 
who contended for the pofleffion of the Roman 
world, had withdrawn the greateft part of their 
forces from the guard of the general frontier; 
and the principal cities which formed the boun- 
dary of their refpeftive dominions were filled with 
foldiers, who confidered their countrymen as their 
moft implacable enemies. After the ufe of thefe 
internal garrifons had ceafed with the civil war, 
the conqueror wanted either wifdom or firmnefs 
to irevive the fevere difcipline of Diocletian, and 
to fupprefs a fatal indulgence, which habit ha^ 
endeared and almofl confirmed to the military or- 
der. From the reign of Conftantine a popular 
and even legal diftinftion was admitted between 
the Palatines "* and the Borderers i the troops of 
the court, as they were improperly ftilcdj^ and the 
tropps of th^ frontier^ The former, elevated by 
the fuperiority of their pay and privileges, were 
permitted, except in the extraordinary emergen- 
cies of war, to occupy their tranquil ftations in 
the heart of the provinces. The mpft flourifhing 
cities were oppreffed by the intolerable weight of 
quarters. The foldiers infeqfibly forgot the vir- 
tues of their profeflion, and contracted pn^y the 

ix» Zofiraus> 1. ii. p. 1 11^ The . diftinftion between the two 
claflfes of Roman troops is very darkly expreiTed in the hiftorians, the 
l^ws, and the Notl^ia. Confult, however, the copious paratitlon or 
ahiha^, which Godcfroy has drawn up of the feventh book, de Re 
Militari, of the Thepdo^an ()od^, 1. vii. tit. L leg. i8, L. viil. 
^it. i. le^. 10. 

vices 
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vices of civil life. They were either degraded by ^5^^^" 
the induftry of mechanic trades, or enervated by % , ^ "^ 
the luxury of baths and theatres. They foon be- 
canrae carclefs of their martial exercifes, curious 
in their diet and apparel j and while they inlpired 
terror to the fubjcfts of the empire, they trembled 
at the hoftile approach of the Barbarians "^ The 
chain of fortifications which Diocletian and his 
colleagues had extended along the banks of the 
■great rivers, was no longer maintained witihthc 
fame care, or defended with the fame vigilance^ 
The numbers which (till remained under the 
name of the troops of the frontier, might be fuf- 
ficient for the ordinary defence. But their Ipirit 
was degraded by the humiliating refledion, that 
they who were expofed to the hardfhips and dan- 
gers of a perpetual warfare, were rewarded only 
with about two-thirds of the pay and emoluments 
which were laviftied on the troops of the court. 
Even the bands or legions that were raifed the 
xiearefli: to the level of thofe unworthy favourites, 
were in fomc mcafurc difgraced by the title of 
honour which they were allowed to affumc. It 
was in vain that Conftantine repeated the moft 
dreadful menaces of fire and fword againft the 
Borderers who fhould dare to defert their colours, 
to connive at the inroads of the Barbarians, or to 



'**9 Ferox crat in fuos miles ct rapax, ignavus vero in hoftes et 
fra£lus. Ammian. 1. xxii. c. 4. He obferves that they loved 
downy beds and houfes of marble \ and that their cups were heavier 
than their fworda« 

par- 
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^xvn ^' participate in the fpoil '^. The mifchiefs which 
Ci-i'-^. '■>> flow from irijudiclotis counfels are feldom remdved 
by the application df partial feveritics : and though 
fucceeding princes laboured to reftore the ftrcngth 
and numbers of the frontier garrifons, the empire, 
till the laft moment of its diflblution, contintied 
to languifh under the mortal wound which had 
been fo i-aftily or fo weakly inflided by the hand 
of Conftantine, 
bf th^*^'* The fame timid policyi of dividing whatever is 
legions, united, of reducirlg whatever is eminent, of dread- 
ing every aftive power, and of expefting that the 
moft feeble will proVe the mofl: obedient, feems 
to pervade the inftitutions of feveral princes, and 
particularly thofe of Conftantine. The martial 
pride of the legibnsi whofe viftorious camps had 
fo often been the fcene of rebellion^ was nou- 
riflied by the memory of their pad exploits, and 
the confcioufnefs of their aftual ftrength. As 
long as they maintained tHeir ancient eftaiblifli- 
ment of fix thoufand men, they fubfifted, under 
the reign of Diocletian, each of them fingly, a 
vifible and important objeft in the military hif- 
tory of the Roman empire. A few years after- 
wards, thefe gigantic bodies were fhrunk to ^ 
vei*y diminutive fize; and when /even legions^ 
with fome auxiliaries, defended the city of Amida 
againft the Perfians, the total garrifon, with the 

^ <Jo Cod. Theotl. 1. vii. tit. i. leg. !• tit. xii. leg. i. See 
tlowelPs Hift. of the World, vol. ii. p. 19. That learned hiRonmD» 
^ho is not fufficiently known, iat^our^ to juftify the charaHer aK^ 
ftoljcy of Conftantine. 

inbabi- 
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inhabitants of both fexes, and the pcafants of the C H A p. 

XVTI 

deferted country, did not exceed the number of 
twenty thoufand perfons *'\ From this faft, and 
from fimilar examples, there is reafon to believe^ 
that the conftitution of the legionary troops, to 
Which they partly oWed their yalour and difci-' 
pline, was diflblvcd by Conftantine j and that the 
bands of Roman infantry, which ftill affumed the' 
farhe names and the fame honours, confided only 
of one thoufand or fifteen hundred men '**. The 
tonfpiracy of fo many feparate detachments, each 
of which was awed by the fenfe of its own weak- 
hefs, could eafily be checked ; and the fucceffors 
of Conftantine might indulge their love of often- 
tation, by iffuing their orders to one hundred and 
thirty-two legions, infcribed on the mutter- roll 
of their numerous armies. The remainder of 
their tro6ps was diftributed into feveral hundred 
cohorts of infantry, and fquadrons of caValry* 
Their arms, and titles, and cnfigns, were calcu- 
lated to infpire terror, and to difplay the variety 
of nations who marched under the imperial ftan- 
dard. And not a vqftige Was left of that fevere 
fimplicity, which^ in the ages of freedom and 
vidtory, had diftinguiftied the line df battle of a 
Roman army from the confufed hoft of an Afiatic 
hionarch '^*, A more particular enumeration, 

drawn 

ni Animian. 1. xix. c. 2. He obferves (c. 5.)> that the def» 
perate failles of two Gallic legions were like an handful of water 
thrown on a great conflagration. 

«3* Pancirolus ad Notitiam, p. 96, Memoires de TAcademie . 
des Infcriptions, torn. xxv. p. 491. 

*5 J Romana acies linius prope forms erat et liominum et armorum 
gtnere.<—Regia acics varia i&agis multi» gentibus diflimilitudine 
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CHAP- drawn from the Nolitia^ might exercife the dili- 
^..-.y-L gcnce of an antiquary} but the hiftorian will con- 
tent himfclf with obfcrWng^ that the number of 
permanent ftations or garrifons eftabliflied on the 
frontiers of the empire, amounted to five hundred 
and eighty-three ; and that> under the fucceffors 
of Conftantine, the complete force of the military 
cftablifliment was computed at fix hundred and 
forty-five thoufand foldiers *'*. An effort fo pro- 
digious furpaffed the wants of a more antient, and 
the faculties of a later, period. 
I>iffiailty In the various ftates of fociety, armies are re- 
cruited from very different motives. Barbarians 
are urged by the love of war j the citizens of a 
free republic may be prompted by a principle of 
duty $ the fubjedls, or at leaft the nobles of a mo- 
narchy, are animated by a fentiment of honour 5 
but the timid and luxurious inhabitants of a de- 
clining empire muft be allured into the fervice 
by the hopes of profit, or compelled by the dread 
of puhiihment. The refources of the Roman trea- 
fury were exhaufled by the cncreafe of pay, by 
the repetition of donatives, and by the invention 
of new emoluments and indulgences, which, in 
the opinion of the provincial youth, might connk 
penfate the hardfhips and dangers of a military 
life* Yet, although the ftature was lower- 

armdi-um auxillonimque crat. T. Liv. 1. xxxvii. c. 39, 40. 
Flaminius, even feefore the event, had compared the army of An- 
tiochus to a fupper, in which the flefh of one vile animal was di- 
verfiHed by the (kill of the cooks. See the life of Ffamtnius in 
Plutarch. 

»H Agathias, J, v. p. 157. edit. Louvre# 

ed. 
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cd^^'i although flaves,at leaft by a tacit connivance, ^^'^ ^* 
were indifcriminately received into the ranks, the 
infurmountable difficulty of procuring a regular 
and adequate fupply of volunteers, obliged the 
emperors to adopt more efFeftual and coercive 
methods. The lands beftowed on the veterans, 
as the free reward of their valour, were hence* 
forwards granted under a condition, which con- 
tains the firft rudiments of the feudal tenures; 
that their foos, who fucceeded to the inheritance, 
ihould devote themfelves to the profeflion of 
arms, as foon as they attained the age of man- 
hood ; and their cowardly refufal was punifhed by 
the lofs of honour, of fortune, or even of life "^ 
But as the annual growth of the fons of the vete- 
rans bore a very fmall proportion to the demands 
of the fervice, levies of men were frequently re- 
quired from the provinces, and every proprietor 
was obliged either to take up arms, or to procure 
a fubftitute, or to purchafe his exemption by the 
payment of a heavy fine. The fum of forty-twa 
pieces of gold, to which it was reduced, afcertains 
the exorbitant price of volunteers, and the reluc- 

»H Valentinian (Cod. Theodof. 1. vii. tit. xiii. leg. 3.) fixes th« 
ftandard at five feet ieven inches, about five feet four inches and a 
half Engli/h meafure. It had formerly beei^ five feet ten inches, and 
in the beft corps fix Roman feet. Sed tunc erat amplior muhitudo> 
Sc plures fequebantur militiam armatsun. Vegetius de Re Militari, 
I, i. c. 5. 

*J^ See the two titles, Dc Veteraais, and De Filiis Veteranorum^ 
in the feventh book of the Theodofian Code. The age at which 
their military fervice was required, varied from twenty -five to 'fix- 
teen. If the fons of the veterans appeared witfi a horfe, they had 
a right to ferve in the cavalry ^ two borfes gave them ftme valuable 
privileges. 

Vol. III. F tance 
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CHAP, tance with which the government admitted of thig 
'■* alternative *". Such was the horror for the pro- 
fcfTion of a foldier, which had affedled the minds 
of the degenerate Romans, that many of the 
youth of Italy, and the provinces, chofe to cut 
off the fingers of their right hand to efcape from 
being preffed into the fcrvice ; and this ftrange ex- 
pedient was fo commonly praftifed, as to deferve 
|he fevere animadverfion of the laws'^*, and a pe- 
culiar name in the Latin language '^^ 

The introdu6lion of Barbarians into the Roman 
armies became every day more univerfal, more 
neceflary, and more fatal. The moft daring of 
the Scythians, of the Goths, and of the Germans, 
who delighted in war, and who found it more 



Encreafe 
of Barba- 
rian aiixi- 
iliai'ies. 



»37 Cod. Theod. 1. vii. tit. xili. leg. 7. According to the hifto- 
rian Socrates (fee Godefroy ad loc), the fame emperor Valens fome- 
times required eighty pieces of gohl for a recmit. In the following 
law it is faintly expreffed, that flaves fhall not be admitted inter op- 
timas leftiirimorum militum turmas. 

'38 Tire perfon and property of a Roman knight, who had muti- 
lated his two fons, were fold at public au6lion by the order of Au- 
guftus. (Sueton. in Auguft. c. 27.) The moderation of that 
artful ufurper proves, that this example of feverity was juftified by 
the fpirit of the times. Amraianus makes a diftin6lion between the 
effeminate Italians and the hardy Gauls. (L. xv. c. 12.) Yet only- 
fifteen years afterwards, Valentinian, in a law addrefled to the praefeft 
of Gaul, is obliged to enaft that thefe cowardly dcferters fhall be 
burnt alive. (Cod. Theod. I. vii. tit. xiii. leg. 5.) Their numbers 
in Illyricum were fo confiderable, that the province complained of a 
ftarcity of recruits. (Id. leg. 10.) 

'59 They were called Murci. Murcidui is found in Plautns and 
Feftus, to denote a lazy and cowardly perfon, who, according to 
Arnobius and Auguflln, was under the immediate protection of 
the goddefs Murcia, From this particular inftance of cowaidice, mur-' 
care is uled as fynonlmous to muti/are, by the writers of the middle 
Latin ity. See LindenbrogiuS; and Valtfms ad Aramian. Marcellin. 

1. XY. C. 12. 
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profitable to defend than to ravage the provinces. Chap. 
were enrolled, not only in the auxiliaries of their i^^^^,^^^ 
refpedlivc nations, but in the legions themfelves, 
and among the moft diftingufftied of the Palatine 
troops. As they freely mingled with the fub- 
jefts of the empire, they gradually learned to 
defpife their manners, and to imitate their arts* 
They abjured the implicit reverence which the 
pride of Rome had exafted from their ignorance, 
while they acquired the knowledge and pofleflion 
of thofe advantages by which alone (he fupport- 
ed her declining greatnefs. The Barbarian fol- 
diers who difplayed any military talents, were 
advanced, without exception, to the moft im- 
portant commands ; and the names of the tri- 
bunes, of the counts and dukes, and of the gene- 
rals themfelves, betray a foreign origin, which 
they no longer condefcended to difguife. They 
were often entrufted with the condud of a war 
againft their countrymen i and though moft of 
them preferred the ties of allegiance to thofe of 
blood, they did not always avoid the guilt, or at 
leaft the fufpicion, of holding a treafonable cor- 
refpondence with the enemy, of inviting his in- 
vafion, or of fparing his retreat. The camps, 
and the palace of the fon of Conftantine, were 
governed by the powerful fadtion of the Franks,- 
who preferved the ftricbeft connexion with each 
othfcr, and with their country, and who refented 
every perfonal affront as a national indignity **^ 

140 Malarichus— adhibitis Francis quorum ca tempeftale in pa- 
latio multitudo florebat, ere6Uus jam loquebatur tumultuabaturque. 
Ammlan. 1. xv. c. 5, 

F a When 
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^xvn^* When the tyrant Caligula was fufpeded of an in- 
w^-v^..^ tention to inveft a very extraordinary candidate 
with the confular robes, the facrilegious profana- 
tion would have fcarcely excited lefe aftonifli- 
ment, if, inftead of a horfe, the nobleft chieftain 
of Germany or Britain had been the objed of his 
choice. The revolution of three centuries had 
produced fo remarkable a change in the preju- 
dices of the people, that, with the public appro- 
bation, Conftantine fhewed his fuccefibrs the ex- 
ample of beftowing the honours of the confullhip 
on the barbarians, who, by their merit and fer- 
vices, had deferved to be rankbd among the firft 
of the Romans '*'• But as thefe hardy veterans, 
who had been educated in the ignorance or con- 
tempt of the laws, were incapabk of exercifing 
any civil offices, the powers of the human mind 
were contrafted by the irreconcileable feparation 
of talents as well as of profeflions. The accom- 
pliflied citizens of the Greek and Roman repub- 
lics, whofc characters could adapt themfelves to 
the bar, the fenate, the camp, or the fchools, 
had learned to write, to fpeak> and to aft with 
the fame fpirit, and with equal abilities. 
Seven mi- IV". Befides the magiftrates and generals, who 
Se palace. ^^ a diftance from the court difFufed their dcle- 

'4» Barbaros omnium primus, ad ufque fafccs auxerat et trabeat 
confulares, Ammlan. 1. xx. c. lo. Eufebius (in Vit. Conftantin. 
1. iv. c. 7.) and Aurelius Vi^or feem to confirm the truth of this 
aflertion 5 yet in the thirty-two confular Fafti of the reign of Con- 
ftantine^. I cannot difcover the name of a fmgle Barbarian. I flK>uld 
therefore interpret the liberality of that prince, as relative to the or- 
* naments, rather than to tlie office^ of the confulfhip. 

3 gated 
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gated authority over the provinces and armies, chap* 
the emperor conferred the rank of Illujlrious on ^-^-'^ 
feven of his more immcdiafe fcrvants, to whofe 
fidelity he cntrufted his fafety, or his counfcls, or 
his treafures. i. The private apartments of the 
palace were governed by a favourite eunuch, who, 
in the language of that age, was ftyled the prapo- Thccham- 
Jitus or prsefeft of the facred bed-chamber. His 
duty was to attend the emperor in his hours of 
ftate, or in thofc of amufement, and to perform 
about his perfon all thofe menial fervices, which 
can only derive their fplendor from the influence 
of royalty. Under a prince who deferved to 
reign, the great chamberlain (for fuch we may 
Call him) was an ufeful and humble domeftic j but 
an artful domeftic, who improves every occafion 
^f unguarded confidence, will infcnfibly acquire 
over a feeble mind that afcendant which harfh 
wifdom and uncomplying virtue can feldom ob- 
tain. The degenerate grandfons of Theodofius, 
who were invifible to their fubjeds, and con- 
temptible to their enemies, exalted the praefefls 
of their bed-chamber above the heads of all the 
minifters of the palace *** 5 and even his deputy, 
the firft of the fplendid train of flaves who waited 
in the prefence, was thought worthy to rank be- 
fore the refpeSfable proconfuls of Greece or Afia. 
The jurifdiftion of the chamberlain was acknow- 
ledged by the counts^ or fuperintendants, who re- 
gulated the two important provinces, of the mag- 
nificence of the wardrobe, and of the luxury of the 

»4* Cod. Theod. L vi. tit. 8. 

F 3 Imperial 
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CHAP. Imperial table'*', a. The principal adminiftra- 
u -^--j tion of public afFairs was committed to the dili- 
^S?*^ gence and abilities of the mapr of the offices '^. 
fices. He was the fupreme magiftrate of the palace, in- 
fpedled the difcipline of the civil and military 
Jcboolsy and received appeals from all parts of the 
empire j in the caufes which related to that nu- 
merous army of privileged perfons, who, as thq 
fervants of the court, had obtained, for them- 
felves and families, a right to decline the autho- 
rity of the ordinary judges. The correfpondence 
between the prince and his fubjefts was managed 
by the four fcriniay or offices of this minifter of 
ftate. The firft was appropriated to memorials, 
the fecond to epiflles, the third to petitions, and 
the fourth to papers and orders of a mifcellaneous 
kind. Each of thefe was direded by an inferior 
ffiafter of refpe£lahle dignity, and the whole bufi.- 
uefs was difpatched by an hundred and forty-eight 
fecretaries, chofen for the moft.part from the 
profcflion of the law, on account of the variety of 
abftradts of reports and references which fre- 

'41 By a very lingular metaphor, borrowed from the military 
€hara6ler of the firft emperors, the fte\^ art! of their houfehold was 
ityled the count of their camp (comes caftrenfis). CaflTiodorius very 
ferioufly reprefents to him, that his own fame, and that of the em- 
pire^ muft depend on the opinion which foreign ambalTadors may 
conceive of the plenty and magnificence of the royal table. ( Variar. 
L vi. epiftol. 9.) 

'44- Gutherius (de OfRciis Pomus Auguftae, 1. li. c. 20. 1. iii.) 
has very accui-ately explained the functions of the mafter of the 
offices, and the conftitution of his fuboidinate fcrinia. But he 
vainly attempts, on the mpft doubtful authority, to deduce from 
the time of the Antonines, or even of Nero, the origin of a ma- 
giftrate who cannot be found in hiftory before the reign of Conftan- 
tine. 

quently 
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quently occurred in the exercife of their feveral ^S^r^* 
funftions. From a condefcenGon, which in for- u, .^^^ ^ 
mcr ages would have- been eftecmcd unworthy of 
the Roman majefty, a particular fccretary was al- 
lowed for the Greek language; and, interpreters 
were appointed to receive the ambaflfadors of the 
Barbarians : but the department of foreign affairs, 
which conftitutes fo effential a part of modern po- 
licy, feldom diverted the attention of the mafter 
of the offices. His mind was more ferioufly en- 
gaged by the general dircftion of the pods and 
arfenals of the empire. There were thirty-four 
cities, fifteen in the eaft, and nineteen in the weft, 
in which regular companies of workmen were 
perpetually employed in fabricating defenfive ar- 
mour, ofFenfive weapons of all forts, and military 
engines, which were depofited in the arfenals, and 
occafionally delivered for the fervice of the troops* 
7. In the courfe of nine centuries, the office of Jl^eq^*- 

^ , • Kor. 

quaftor had CKperienced a very fingular revolu- 
tion* In the infancy of Rome, two«ferior magi- 
ftrates were annually eleded by the people, to re- 
lieve the confuls from the invidious management 
of the public treafure '*' j a fimilar afliftant was 
granted to every proconful, and to every prastor, 
who exercifed a military or provincial command ; 
with the extent of conqqeft, the two qujeftors 
were gradually muUiplied to the number of four, 

'4J Tacitus (Annal. xi. 22.) fays, that the firft quseftors were 
clc6tecl by the people, lixty-foiir years after the foundation of the 
republic ; but he is of opinion, that they had, loog before that 
period, been annually appointed by the coi\fuls, and even by the 
kings. Biit this obfcure point of antiquity is contctled by oth^r 
yuriters, ' 

F 4 of 
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^xvn^' of eight, of twenty, and, for a fhort time, per- 
haps, of forty '** 5 and the nobleft citizens ambi- 
tioufly folicited an ofKce which gave them a feat 
in the fcnate, and a juft hope of obtaining the ho- 
nours of the republic. Whilft Auguftus affefted 
to maintain the freedom of eleftion, he confented 
to accept the annual privilege of recommending, 
or rather indeed of nominating, a certain propor- 
tion of candidates 5 and it was his cuftom to feleA 
one of thefe diftinguifhed youths, to read his ora- 
tions orepiftles in the affemblies of the ffnate**^ 
The pra6lice of Anguftus was imitated by fuc- 
ceeding princes ; the occafional commiflion was 
cftablifhed as a permanent office 5 and the favour- 
ed quseftor, affuming a new and more illuftrious 
charader, alone furvived the fuppreflion of his 
ancient and ufclefs colleagues '*\ As the ora- 
tions, 

146 Tacitus (Annal. xi. 22.) fecms to confider twenty as the 
higheft number of quaeftors ; and Dion (1. xliii. p. 374.) infmuiiies 
that if the diftator Cxfar once created forty, it was only to facilitate 
the payment of an immenfe debt of gratitude. Yet the augmentation 
which he made of praetors fubfifted under the fucceeding reigns. 

U7 Sueton. in Auguft. c. 65. and Torrent, ad loc. Dion. Caf. 

P- 755- 

»48 The youth and inexperience of the quaeftors, who entered on 
that important office in their twenty-fifth year (Lipf. Excurf. ad 
Tacit. 1. iii. D.), engaged Auguftus to remove them from the ma- 
nagement of the treafury ; and though they were reftored by Clau- 
'dius, they fcem to have been finally difmiffed .by Nero. (Tacit. 
Annal. xxii. 29. Sueton. in Aug. c. 36. in Claud, c. 24. Dion, 
p. 696. 961, &c. Plin. Epiftol.x. 20* & alib.) In the provinces of 
the Imperial divifion, the place of the quaeftors was more ably fup- 
;plied by the procurators (Dion. Caf. p. 707. Tacit, in Vit. Agricol. 
^' ^SO 9 ^^» ^ th^y ^Cfc afterwards called) ratknales, (Hift. Auguft. 
p. 130.) But in the provinces of the fenate we may ftili difcover a 
feries of quaeftors till the reign of Marcus Antoninus (See the In- 

fcriptions 
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•dons, which he compofed in the name of the' em- c H af. 

XVII. 

peror **^ acquired the force, and, at length, the i_ ^-'^ 
form of abfolute edifts, he was confidercd as the 
rcprefentative of the legiflative power, the oracle 
of the council, and thfe original fource of the civil 
jurifprudencc. He was fometimes invited to take 
his feat in the fupremc judicature of the Imperial 
confiftory, with the Praetorian praefedls, and the 
tnafter of the offices s and he was frequently re- 
quefted to refolve the doubts of inferior judges : 
but as he was not oppreffed with a variety of fub- 
ordinate bufinefs, his Icifure and talents were em-r 
ployed to cultivate that dignified ftyle of elo* 
quence, which, in the corruption of tafte and 
language, ftill preferves the majefty of the Roman 
laws '^°. In feme refpefts, the office of the Im- 
perial quaeftor may be compared with that of a 
modern chancellor; but the ufe of a great feal, 
which feems to have been adopted by the illiterate 

fcriptions of Gniter, the Eplftles of Pliny, and a decifive fa6l in the 
Auguftan hiftoiy, p. 64.) From Ulpian we may learn, (Pandeft, 
1. i. tit. 13.) that under the government of the houfe of Sevcrus, 
their provincial adminiftration was abolifhed ; and in the fubfequent 
troubles, the* annual or triennial ele6lions of quaeftors mufl have na- 
turally ceafed. 

^•49 Cum patris nomine 8c epiftolas ip(e di^laret, Sc edi6la con- 
fcri beret, orationefque in fenatu recitaret, etiam quxftoris vice. Sue- 
ton, in Tit. C.6. The office muft have acquired new dignity, 
which was occafionally executed by the heir apparent of the empire. 
Trajnn entrufted the fame care to Hadrian his quaeftor and couiin. 
See Dodwell Prsele^ion. Cambden. x.xi. p. 362 — 394. 
'50 ■ Terris edi6hi daturus i 

Supplicibus refp©nfa.— Oracula regis 

Eloquio crevere tuo ; nee dignius unquam 

Majeftas meminit fefe Romana loc^tam. 
Claudian in Confulat, Mall. Theodor. 3 j. See likewife Symmachus 
(Epiftol. i. 17.) and Cafliodorius (Variar.vi. 5.). 

BarbarianSj 
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^ xvti^' Barbarians, was never introduced to atteft the pub- 
I-— V — >> lie a6ls of the emperors, 4. The extraordinary 
lie trea!. ^^^'^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^/ ^^^ facred largejfesy was bellowed 
^"•er, on the treafurer-general of the revenue, with the 
intention perhaps of inculcating, that every pay- 
ment flowed from the voluntary bounty of the 
monarch. To conceive the almoft infinite detail 
of the annual and daily expence of the civil and 
military adminiftration in every part of a great 
empire, would exceed the powers of the moft vi- 
gorous imagination. The actual account em- 
ployed feveral hundred perfons, diftributed into 
eleven different offices, which were artfully con- 
trived to examine and controul their refpcftive 
operations. The multitude of thefe agents had a 
natural tendency to encreafe ; and it was more 
than once thought expedient to difmifs to their 
native homes, the ufelefs fupernumeraries, who, 
deferting their hpneft labours, had preflTed with 
too much eagernefs into the lucrative profeflloii 
of the finances'^'. Twenty-nine provincial re- 
' ceivers, of whom eighteen were honoured with 
the title of count, correfponded with the trea^ 
furer i and he extended his jurifdiclipn over the 
mines from whence the precious metals were ex- 
trafted, over the mints, in which they were con-. 
verted into the current coin, and over the public 
treafuries of the moft important cities, where they 
were depofited for the fcrvice of the Hate. The 
foreign trade of the empire w.as regulated by this 
minifter, who directed likewife all the linen and 

'5' Cod. Theod. 1. vi, tit. 30. Cod. Juftinian. 1. xii. tit. 24. 

woollen 
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woollen manufaftures, in which the fucceflive ^5\m^' 
operations of fpinning, weaving, and dying were u,-y— ,J 
executed, chiefly by women of a fcrvile condition, 
for the ufe of the palace and army. Twenty-fix 
of thefe inftitutions are enumerated in the weft, 
where the arts had been more recently introduced, 
and a ftill larger proportion may be allowed for 
the induftrious provinces of the eaft ***. 5. Be- Thepri- 
fides the public revenue, which an abfolute mo- furer/^'' 
narch might levy and expend according to his 
pleafure, the emperors, in the capacity of opu- 
lent citizens, poflefTed a very extenfive property, 
which was adminiftered by iht county or treafurer 
of tbe private ejiate. Some part had perhaps been 
the antient demefnes of kings and republics 5 
fome accefllons might be derived from the fa- 
milies which were fucccfTively invefted with the 
purple J but the moft confiderable portion flowed 
from the impure fource of confifcations and for- 
feitures. The Imperial eftates were fcattered 
through the provinces, from Mauritania to Bri- 
tain ; but the rich and fertilefoil of Cappadocia 
tempted the monarch to acquire in that country 
his fairefl: poffefllons '^% and either Confl:antinc 
or his fucceflTors embraced the occafion of juftify- 
ing avarice by religious zeal. They fupprefled 

'5* In the (leparlment$ of the two counts of the trcafury, the 
eaftern part of the Notitia happens to be very defeftive. It may be 
obfei-ved, that we had a trearury-cheft in London, and a gyneceum 
or manufacture at Winchefter. But Britain was not thought worthy 
either of a mint or of an arfenal, Gaul alone poffefled three of the 
former, and eight of the latter. 

fSl Cod. Theod. 1. Yi. tit. xxx. leg. i, and Godefroy ad loc. 

8 ' the 
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^xni^' ^'^^"^^ temple of Comana, where the high-pricft 
of the goddefs of war fupported the dignity of a 
fovercign prince ; and they applied to their prir 
vate ufc the confccrated lands, which were inha- 
bited by fix thoufand fubjefts or flaves of the 
Deity and her minifters "\ But thefe were not 
the valuable inhabitants : the plains that ftretch 
from the foot of Mount Argaeus to the banks of 
the Sards, bred a generous race of horfcs, re- 
nowned above all others in the ancient world, for 
their majeftic fhapc, and incomparable fwiftnefs. 
Thefe /acred animals, deftined for the fervice of 
the palace and the Imperial games, were pro- 
tcftcd by the laws from the profanation of a vul- 
gar mailer '". The demefnes of Cappadocia were 
important enough to require the infpcftion of a 
count ^^^ i officers of an inferior rank were ftation- 
ed in the other parts of the empire ; and the de- 
puties of the private, as well as thofe of the public, 
treafurer, were maintained in the exercife of their 
independent funftions, and encouraged to con- 

»54 Strabon. Geograph. 1. xii. p. 809. The other temple of 
Comana> in Pontus» was a colony from that of Cappadocia, 1. xii. 
p. 825. Theprefident Des Brofles. (fee his Sahifte, torn. ii. p. *!•) 
^onjeflures that the deity adored in both Comanas was Beltis, the 
Venws of the Eaft, the goddefs of generation j a very different being 
indeed from the goddefs of war, 

"55 Cod. Theod. 1. x. tit. vi. de Grege Dominico. Godefroy 
. has coUe&ed every circumftancc of antiquity relative to the Cappa* 
docian horfes. One of the fineft breeds, the Palmatian, was the 
forfeiture of a rebel, whofc eftate lay about fjxteen miles from Tyana, 
near the great road between Conftandnople and Antioch. 

'56 Juftinian (Novell. 30.) fubje6ted the province of the count of 
Cappadocia, to the immediate authority of the favourite eunuch, who 
preiided over the facred bedchamber. 

troul 
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troul the authority of the provincial magiftratcs "". ^^^ ^ 
6, 7. The chofen bands of cavalry and infantry^ ^ 



which guarded the perfon of the emperor, were '^^^^ £ 
under the immediate command of the Swo counts the do- 
of the domejiics. The whole number confided of "*^ ^^* 
three thoufand five hundred men, divided into 
feven fchools, or troops, of five hundred each; 
and in the eaft, this honourable fervice was al- 
moft entirely appropriaCrd to the Armenians. 
Whenever^ ort public ceremonies, they were 
drawn up in the courts and porticos of the palace^ 
their lofty ftaturc, filent order, and fplendid arms 
of Clver and gold, dili)layed a martial pomp, not 
unworthy of the Roman majefty''^. From the 
ftvcn fchools two companies of horfe and foot 
were felefted, of the proteHors^ whofe advanta- 
geous ftation was the hope and reward of the moft 
deferving foldiers. They mounted guard in the 
interior apartments, and were occafionally dif- 
patched into the provinces, to execute with cele- 
rity and vigour the orders of their mafter'^^ 
The counts of the domeftics had fucceeded to 
the office of the Praetorian praefefts ^ like the pra;-. 
feds, they a^ircd from the fervice of the palace 
to the command of armies. 

>57 Cod, Theod. 1. vu tit. Hxx. kg. 4, &c. 

^58 Pancirolus, p. io», 1^36. The appearance of thefe military 
domeftics is defcribed in the Latin poem of Corippus, De Laudibus 
Juftin. 1. iii. 157^179. P. 419, 420^ of the Appendix Hift. 
Byzantin. Rom. 1777. 

'^9 Amroianus MarceUiims, who fenred fo many years, obtained 
. only the rank of a Protcftor. The firft ten among thefe iionourablc 
ibldiers were Qfrj^mi. 

The 
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^:^n^* The perpetual intercourfe between the courf 
t-^^-L^ ^nd the provinces was facilitated by the conftruc- 
tichi'"^^ tion of roads and the inftitution of pofts. But 
fpies. thefe beneficial eftablilhments were accidentally 
connefted with a pernicious and intolerable abufe. 
Two or three hundred agents or meffengers were 
cniployed, under the jurifdidion of the mafter of 
the offices, to announce the names of the annual 
confuls, and the cdidls^or vidories of the empe- 
fors. They infenfibly_ afliimed the licence of re- 
porting whatever they could obferve of the con- 
duft either of magiftrates or of private citizens i 
and were foon confidcred as the eyes of the mo- 
narch ''^^ and the fcourge of the, people. Under 
the warm influence of a feeble reign, they multi- 
plied to the incredible number of ten thoufand^ 
difdained the mild though frequent admonitions 
of the laws, and exercifed in the profitable ma- 
nagement of the pofts a rapacious and infolent op- 
preffion. Thefe official fpies, who regularly cor- 
refponded with the palace, were encouraged, by 
favour and reward, anxioufly to watch the pro- 
grefs of every treafonable defign, from the faint 
and latent fymptoms of difafFedion, to the aftual 
preparation of an open revolt. Their carelefs or 
criminal violation of truth andjuflice was covered 
by the confecrated mafk of zeal ; and they might 
fecurely aim their poifoned arrows at the breaft 
cither of the guilty or the innocent, who had pro- 

'6o Xenophon. Cyropoed. I. viii. BriiToiiy dc Regno Pcrlico, 1. 1^ 
N«> 190. p, 264, The emperors adopted with pleafure this Perfiau 
metaphor, 

yoked 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 79 

Toked their refcntmcnt, or rcfufed to purchafe chap. 
their filence. A faithful fubjeft, of Syria per- i_ -^A^ 
haps, or of Britain, was expofed to the danger, 
or at leaft to the dread, of being dragged in 
chains to the court of Milan or Conftantinople, 
to defend his life and fortune againft the mali- 
cious charge of thefe privileged informers. The 
ordinary adminiftration was conduced by thofc 
methods which extreme neceflity can alone pal- 
liate; and the defedls of evidence were diligcntl/ 
fupplied by the ufe of torture ^^\ 

The deceitful and dangerous experiment of the uft of tor- 
criminal quajiion^ as it is emphatically ftyled, was ^"'^' 
admitted, rather than approved, in the jurifpru- 
dence of the Romans. They applied this fan- 
guinary mode of examination only to fervile bo- 
dies, whofe fufFerings were feldom weighed by 
thofe haughty republicans in the fcale of jufticc 
or humanity : but they would never confent to 
violate the facrcd perfon of a citizen, till they 
poffcffed the cleareft evidence of his guile '^*. 
The annals of tyranny, fronpi the reign of Tibe- 
rius to that of Domitian, circumftantially relate 
the executions of many innocent vidims j but, as 
long as the fainteft remembrance was kept alive 

«6i For the Agemei in'Rehus, fee Ammlan. I. xv. c. 3. 1. xvi. c. 5. 
L xxii, c. 7. with the curious annotations of Valefius. Cod. 
Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxvii, xxviii, xxix. Among the pafTages colIe6l- 
<d in the Commentary of Godefroy, the moft remarkable is one from 
Libanius, in his difcourfe concerning the death of Julian. 

"6x The Pande6^s (1. xlviii. tit. xviii.) contain the fentiments of 
the moft celebrated civilians on the fubjeft of torture. They 
ftriftly confine it to flaves j and Ulpian himfelf is ready to acknow- 
ledge, that Re* eft frsgilis, cl periculofa^ et quse veritatenv 
iaJlat. 
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^^n^* of the national freedom and honour, the laft 
i,.— y,—. ,« hours of a Roman were fecure from the danger of 
ignominious torture '**\ The conduft of the pro- 
vincial magiftrates was not, however, regulated 
by the practice of the city, or the ftrid maxims 
of the civilians. They found the ufe of torture 
cftablifhed not only among the flaves of oriental 
dcfpotifm, but among the Macedonians, who 
obeyed a limited monarch j among the Rhodians, 
who flourilhed by the liberty of commerce ; and 
even among the fage Athenians, who had allerted 
and adorned the dignity of human kind '^*. The 
acquiefcence of the provincials encouraged their 
governors to acquire, or perhaps to ufurp, a dif- 
cretionary power of employing the rack, to ex- 
tort from vagrants or plebeian criminals the con- 
fefllon of their guilt, till they infenfibly proceed- 
ed to confound the diftinftions of rank, and to 
difregard the privileges of Roman citizens. The 
apprehenfions of the fubjefts urged them to fo* 
licit, and the intereft of the fovereign engaged 
him to grant, a variety of fpecial exemptions, 
which tacitly allowed, and even authorifed, the 
general ufe of torture. They protefted all per- 
fons of illuilrious or honourable rank, biihops 

»^5 In the confpiracy of Pifo againft N«ro, Epicharis (ILbcrtina 
mulicr) was the only perfon tortured 5 the reft were intaffi tomrnth, lb 
would be fuperfluous to add a weaker, and it would be difficult to 
find a ftronger,' example. Tacit. Annal. xt. 57. 

^^^ Dicendum . . . de Inftitutis Athenienfium, Rhodioruniy 
do^^iflimorum hominum, apud.quos etiam (id quod acerbiflimum 
eft) liberi, civefque tmt|uentur. Cicat>. Partit. Orat. c. 34. We 
may learn from the trial of Philotas the pra6lice of the Macedonians. 
(Diodor. Sicui. 1. xvii* p. 5o4« Q^ Curt, 1. vi, c, xi.) 

and 
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and their prefbyters, profeffors of the liberal arts, chap. 
foldiers and their families, municipal officers, and 
their pofterity to the third generation, and all 
children under the age of puberty '^^ But a fatal 
maxim was introduced into the new jurifprudence 
of the empire, that in the cafe of treafon, which 
included every offence that the fubtlety of lawyers 
could derive from an hojlile intention towards the 
prince or republic '^% all privileges were fufpend- 
ed, and all conditions were reduced to the fame 
ignominious level. As the fafety of the emperor 
was avowedly preferred to every confideration of 
juftice or humanity, the dignity of age, and the 
tendernefs of youth, were alike expofed to the 
mod cruel tortures ; and the terrors of a mali* 
cious information, which might feledt them as the 
accomplices, or even as the witnefTes, perhaps, 
of an imaginary crime, perpetually hung over 
the heads of the principal citizens of the Roman 
world ''\ 

Thefe evils, however terrible they may appear. Finances, 
were confined to the fmaller number of Roman 

»'5j Heineccius (Element. Jur. Civil, part vii. p. 8i.) has col- 
le6led thefe exemptions into one view. ^ 

i66 This definition of the fage Ulpian (Pandeft. 1. xlviii. tit. iv.) 
feems to have been adapted to the court of Caracalla, rather than to 
that of Alexander Severus. See the Codes of Theodofms and 
Juftinian ad leg. Juliam majeftatis. 

^^7 Arcadius Charifius is the oldeft lawyer quoted in the Pande6ls 
to juftify the univerfal praftice of torture in all cafes of treafon ; but 
this maxim of tyranny, which is admitted by Ammianus (1. xix. 
c. 12,) with the moft refpe^lful terrdr, is enforced by feveral laws of 
the fucceffors of Conftantine. See Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. xxxv. In 
majeftatis crimine omnibus aequa eft conditio. 

Vol. III. G fubjcfts. 
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c ^f^' fubjeds, whofe dangerous fituation was in fome 
^ V I degree compenfated by the enjoyment of thofe 
advantages, either of nature or of fortune, which 
expofed them to the jealoufy of the monarch. 
The obfcure millions of a great empire have 
much lefs to dread from the cruelty than from the 
avarice of their m afters; and their humble hap- 
pinefs is principally affcdled by the grievance of 
exceflivc taxes, which gently prefling on the 
wealthy, defcend with accelerated weight on 
the meaner and more indigent clafles of fociety. 
An ingenious philofopher '" has calculated the 
- univerfal meafure of the public impofitions by the 
degrees of freedom and fervitude ; and ventures 
to affert, that, according to an invariable law of 
nature, it muft always increafe with the former, 
and diminilh in a juft proportion to the latter. 
But this refledlion, which would tend to alleviate 
the miferies of defpotifm, is contradidled at leaft 
by the hiftory of the Roman empire; which 
accufes the fame princes of defpoiling the fenate 
of its authority, and the provinces of their wealth* 
Without aboliftiing all the various cuftoms and 
duties on merchandizes, which are imperceptibly 
difcharged by the apparent choice of the pur- 
chafer, the policy of Conftantine and his fuccef- 
fors preferred a fimple and direft mode of taxa- 
tion, more congenial to the fpirit of an arbitrary 
government '^^. 

a68 Montefquieu, Efprit des Loix, 1. xii. c. 13. 
'69 Mr. Hume (EiTays, vol. i. p. 389.) ha$ feen this important 
truth, with fome degree of perplexity. 

The 
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The name and ufe of the i»diffions ^''% which chap. 
ferve to afcertain the chronology of the middle t ^^^^' ^ 
ages, was derived from the regular practice of the '^^^ F^^- 
Roman tributes '^\ The emperor fubfcribed with or indi"-^^* 
his own hand, and in purple ink, the folemn ^^ 
edid, or indiftion, which was fixed up in the 
principal city of each diocefe, during two months 
previous to the firft day of September, And, by 
a very eafy connexion of ideas, the word indiSlion 
was transferred to the meafure of tribute which it 
prefcribed, and to the annual term which it al- 
lowed for the payment. This general eftimate of 
the fupplies was proportioned to the real and ima- 
ginary wants of the ftate ; but as often as the ex- 
pence exceeded the revenue, or the revenue fell 
fliort of the computation, an additional tax, under 
the name o( fuperindi^liony was impofed on the 
people, and the moft valuable attribute of fove- 
reignty was communicated to the Prastorian pra^- 
fedls, who, on fome occafions, were permitted to 
provide for the unforefcen and extraordinary exi- 
gencies of the public feryice. The execution of 
thefe laws (which it would be tedious to purfue in 

*7o The cycle of indiflions, which may be traced as high as the 
reign of Conftantius, or perhaps of his father Conftantine, is ftill 
employed by the Papal court : but the commencement of the year 
has been very reafonably altered to the firft of January. See TArt 
de Verifier les Dates, p. xi. 5 and Di6lionnaire Raifon. de la Di- 
plomatique, torn, ii. p. 25. ; two accurate treatifes, which come from 
the workfhop of the Benediftines. 

'71 The firft twenty-eight titles of the eleventh book of the 
Theodofian Code ai-e filled with the circumftantial regulations on 
the important fubjeft of tributes ; but they fuppofe a clearer know- 
ledge of fundamental principles than it is at prefent in our power to 
s^ini 
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^^VTT^' ^^^'^^ niinute and intricate detail) confided of twa 
diftinft operations ; the refolving the general im- 
pofition into its conftituent parts, which were af- 
fefled on the provinces, the cities, and the indivi- 
duals of the Roman world ; and the collefting the 
feparate contributions of the individuals, the cities, 
and the provinces, till the accunnulated fums were 
poured into the Imperial treafuries. But as the 
account between the monarch and the fubjeft was 
perpetually open, and as the renewal of the de- 
mand anticipated the perfeft difcharge of the pre- 
ceding obligation, the weighty machine of the 
finances was moved by the fame hands round the 
circle of its yearly revolution. Whatever was 
honourable or important in the adminiftration of 
the revenue, was committed to thd wifdom of the 
prasfcfts, aind their provincial rcprefentatives ; 
the lucrative functions were claimed by a crowd 
of fubordinate officers, fome of whom depended 
on the treafurer, others on the governor of the 
provinces and who, in the inevitable conflifts of 
a perplexed jurifdiftion, had frequent opportu- 
nities of difputing with each other the fpoils of the 
people. The laborious offices, which could be 
produ6tive only of envy and reproach, of expence 
and danger, were impofed on the Decurions, who 
formed the corporations of the cities, and whom 
the feverity of the Imperial laws had condemned 
to fuftain the burthens of civil fociety '^*. The 

"'T* The title concerning the Decurions (1. xii. tit. i.) is the moft 
ample in the whole Theodofian Code ; lince it contains not lefs than 
one hundred and ninety-two diftinft laws to afcertain the duties and 
privileges of that ufeful order of citizens. 

whole 
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whole landed property of the empire (without ex- ^Sj^^^" 
<:epting the patrimonial eftatcs of the monarch) 
was the objedl of ordinary taxation ; and every 
new purchafer conti-aded the obligations of the 
foijmer proprietor. An accurate cenfus '^% or fur- 
vey, was the only equitable mode of afcertaining 
the proportion which every citizen fhould be ob- 
liged to contribute for the public fervice^ and 
from the well-known period of theindiftions, there 
is reafon to believe that this difficult and expen- 
five operation was repeated at the regular dif- 
tance of fifteen years. The lands were meafured 
by furveyors, who were fent into the provinces 5 
their nature, whether arable or pafture, or vine- 
yards or woods, was diftinftly reported i and an 
eftimate was made of their common value from 
the average produce of five years. The numbers 
of flaves and of cattle conftituted an eflential part 
of the report J an oath was adminiftered to the 
proprietors, which bound them to difclofe the true 
ftate of their affairs j and their attempts to pre- 
varicate, or elude the intention of the legiflator, 
were feverely watched, and puniflied as a capital 
crime, which included the double guilt of trealbn 
and facrilege '^*. A large portion of the tribute 

'75 Hajjemus enim e.t hominum numcrum qui delati fiint, et 
agrum modum. Eumenius in Panegyr. Vet. viii. 6. See Cod. 
Theod. 1. xiii. tit. x. xi. with Godefroy's Commentary. 

'74 Siquis facrilega vitem fake fucciderit, aut feracium Ramonim 
foetus hebetaverit, quo declinet fidem Cenfuum, et mentiatur callide 
paupertatis ingenium, mox dete6lus capitale fubibit txitium, et bona 
ejus in Fifci jura migrabunt. Cod. Theod. 1. xiii. tit. xi, leg. i. 
Although this law is not without its ftudied obfcurity, it i$, how- 
ever, clear enough to prove the minutenefs of the inquifition, anci 
the difproportion of the penalty. 
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CHAP, was paid in money ; and of the current coin of the 
empire, gold alone could be legally accepted '"• 
The remainder of the taxes, according to the pro- 
portions determined by the annual indiftion, was 
furnifhed in a manner ftill more direct, and ftill 
more oppreffive. According to the different na- 
ture of lands, their real produce, in the various 
articles of wine or oil, corn or barley, wood or 
iron, was tranfported by the labour or at the ex-, 
pence of the provinciak to the Imperial maga- 
zines, from whence they were occafionally diftri-^ 
buted, for the ufe of the court, of the army, and 
of the two capitals, Rome and Conftantinople, 
The commiflioners of the revenue were fo fre- 
quently obliged to make confiderable purchafes, 
that they were ftriftly prohibited from allowing 
any compenfation, or from receiving in money 
tJie value of thofe fupplies which were exadted in 
kind. In the primitive fimplicity of fmall com-p 
munities, this method may be well adapted to 
colleft the almoft voluntary offerings of the 
people J but it is at once fufceptible of the utmoft 
latitude and of the utmofl ftridtncfs, which in ^ 
corrupt and abfolute monarchy mufl introduce a 
perpetual contefl between the power^of opprefCon 
and the arts of fraud '^*^. The agriculture of the 

Roman 

'75 The aftohiftimcnt of Pliny would have ceafed. Equidein 
miror P. R. vi6lis gentihus argentum femper imperitaffe non aurum. 
Hift. Natun xxxiii. 15. 

'7^ Some precautions were taken (fee Cod. Theod. 1. xi. tit. ii. 
and Cod. Juflinian. 1. x, tit. xxvii. leg. i. 2, 3.) to reilrain the 
magiftrates from the abufe pf their authority, either in the exa£lion 
or in the purchafe of corn 5 but thofe who had learning enough to 
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Roman provinces was infenfibly ruined, and, in CHAP, 
the progrefs of defpotifm, which tends to difap- '_,-^-Lf 
point its own purpofe, the emperors were obliged 
to derive fome merit from the forgivenefs of 
debts, or the remiffion of tributes, which their 
fubjefts, were utterly incapable of paying. Ac- 
cording to the new divifion of Italy, the fertile 
and happy province of Campania, the fcene of 
the early viftories and of the delicious retire- 
ments of the citizens of Rome, extended between 
the fea and the Appenine from the Tyber to the 
Silarus. Within fixty years after the death of 
Conftantine, and on the evidence of an aftual 
furvey, an exemption was granted in favour of 
three hundred and thirty thoufand Englifti acres 
of defert and uncultivated land ; which amount- 
ed to one-eighth of the whole furface of the pro- 
vince. As the footfteps of the Barbarians had 
not yet been feen in Italy, the caufe of this 
amazing defolation, which is recorded in the 
laws, can be afcribed only to the adminiftration, 
of the Roman emperors '^^ 

Either from defign or froni accident, the mode Afleffed in 
of affcflment feemed to unite the fubftancc of a ef^^^a*^. 

tation. 

read the orations of Cicero againft Verres (iii. de Fnimento), might 
inflruft themfelves in all the vaiious arts of oppreflion, with regard 
to the weight, the price, the quality, and the carriage. The avarice 
of an unlettered governor would fupply the ignorance of precept or 
precedent. 

'77 Cod. Theod. 1. xi. tit. xxviii. leg. a. publifhed the 24th of 
March, A. D. 395, by the emperor Honorius, only two months 
after the death of his father Theodofius. He fpeaks of 528,042 Rp- 
man jugera, which I have reduced to the Engliih meafure. The 
jugcrum contained 28,800 fquare Roman feet, 
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c i^A P. land-tax with the forms of a capitation ''^ The 
\- y 1./ returns which were fent of every province or 
diftrid, cxpreffed the number of tributary fub- 
jefts, and the amount of the public impofitions. 
The latter of thefe fums was divided by the for- 
mer J and the eftimate, that fuch a province con- 
tained fo many capita^ or heads of tribute i and 
that each head was rated at fuch a price, was uni- 
verfally received, not only in the popular, but 
even in the legal computation. The value of a 
tributary head muft have varied, according to 
many accidental, or at lead fluduating circum- 
ftances j but fome knowledge has been preferved 
of a very curious faft, the more important, fince 
it relates to one of the richeft provinces of the 
Roman empire, and which now flourifhes as the 
moft fplendid of the European kingdoms. The 
rapacious minifters of Conftantius had exhaufted 
the wealth of Gaul, by exafting twenty-five pieces 
of gold for the annual tribute of every head. 
The humane- policy of his fucceflbr reduced the 
capitation to feven pieces '^^ A moderate prQ-» 
portion between thefe oppofite extremes of extra- 
ordinary oppreflipn and of tranfient indulgence, 
may therefore be fixed at fixteen pieces of gold, 

'7^ Godefroy (Cod. Theod. torn. vi. p. ii6.) argues with 
weight and learning on the fubjefl of the capitation j but while he 
explains the caputs as a Ihare or meafure of property, he too abfolute- 
Jy excludes the idea of a perfonal affeirment. 

'79 Quid profuerit (Julianus) anhelantibus extremapenuria Gallis, 
hinc maxime claret, quod primitus partes eas ingrefTus, pro capitibus 
fmgulis tributi nomine vicenos quinos aureos reperit flagitari j dif- 
cedens vero fept^nos tantum mnnera univerfa complentes. Animian, 
1. xvi. c. 5. V 
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or about nine pounds fterling, the common (land- chap. 
ard perhaps of the impofitions of Gaul "^°. But > ^ ' » 
this calculation, or rather indeed the fa6ls from 
whence it is deduced, cannot fail of fuggefting 
two difficulties to a thinking mind, who will be 
at once furprifed by the equality ^ and by the enor^ 
mity of the capitation. An attempt to explain 
them may perhaps refleft fome light on the inte- 
retting fubjedl of the finances of the declining 
empire. 

I. It is obvious, that, as long as the immutable 
conftitution of human nature produces and main* 
tains fo unequal a divifion of property, the moft 
numerous part of the community would be de- 
prived of their fubfiftence, by the equal afleff- 
ment of a tax from whicli^ the fovereign would 
derive a very trifling revenue. Such indeed might 
be the theory of the Roman capitation ; but in 
the practice, this unjuft equality was np longer 

^^® In the calculation of any fum of money under Conftantlne 
and his fucceflbrs, we need only refer to the excellent difcourfe of 
Mr. Greaves on the Denarius, for the proof of the following prin- 
ciples : I. That the ancient and modern Roman pound, containing 
5156 grains of Troy weight, is about one twelfth lighter than the 
Engli(h pound, which is compofed of 5760 of the fame grains. 
2. That the pound of gold, which had once been divided into forty- 
eight aureif was at this time coined into feventy-two fmaller pieces of 
the fame denomination. 3. That five of thefe aurei were the legal 
tender for a pound of filver, and that confequently the pound of 
gold was exchanged for fourteen pounds eight ounces of filver, ac- 
cording to the Roman, or about thirteen pounds according to the 
Englifh, weight. 4.. That the Englifh pound of filver is coined 
into fixty-two (hillings. From thefe elements we may compute the 
Roman pound of gold, the ufual method of reckoning large fumsy 
at forty pounds fterling j and we may fix the currency of the aureus 
^t fomewhat more than eleven (hillipgs, 
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CHAP, felt, as the tribute was collefted on the principle 
of a realy not of a perfonal impofition. Several 
indigent citizens contributed to compofe a fingie 
beady or (hare of taxation j while the wealthy pro- 
vincial, in proportion to his fortune, alone rcprc- 
fented feveral of thofe imaginary beings. In a 
poetical requeft, addreffed to one of the laft and 
Hioft deferving of the Roman Princes who reign- 
ed in Gaul, Sidonius Apollinaris perfonifies his 
tribute under tHe figure of a triple monfter, the 
Geryon of the Grecian fables, and intreats the 
new Hercules that he would moft gracioufly be 
pleafed to fave his life by cutting off three of his 
heads ^^\ The fortune of Sidonius far exceeded 
the cuftomary wealth of a poet i but if he had 
purfued the allufion, he muft have painted many 
of the Gallic nobles with the hundred heads of 
the deadly Hydra, fpreading over the face of the 
country, and devouring the fubftance of an hun* 
dred families. II. The difficulty of allowing an 
annual fum of about nine pounds fterling, even 
for the average of the capitation of Gaul, may be 
rendered more evident by the companion of the 
prefent ftate of the fame country, as it is now go-p 
verned by theabfolute monarch of an induftrious, 
wealthy and aflfeftionate people. The taxes of 
France cannot be magnified, either by fear or by 

i8i Geryones nos efle puta, monftrumque tributum, 
Hic capita ut vivam, tu mihi tolle tria, 

Sidon. Apollinar. Carm. xlii. 
The reputation of Father Sirmond led me to expeft more fatisfaflion 
than I have found in his note (p. 144.) on this remarkable paffagc^ 
The words, fuo wtlfuorum nomine, betray the perplexity of the com-r 
mentator. 
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flattery, beyond the annual amount of eighteen chap, 
millions fterling, which ought perhaps to be 
fliared among four-and-twenty millions of inha- 
bitants '*\ Seven millions of thefe, in the ca- 
pacity of fathers, or,brothers, or hufbands, may 
difcharge the obligations of the remaining multi- 
tude of women and children ; yet the equal pro- 
portion of each tributary fubjeft will fcarcely rife 
^bove fifty (hillings of our money, inftead of a 
proportion almoft four times as confiderable, 
which was regularly impofed on their Gallic an- 
ceftors. The reafon of this difference may be 
found, not fo much in the relative fcarcity or 
plenty of gold and filver, as in the different ftate 
of fociety in ancient Gaul and in modern France, 
In a country where perfonal freedom is the pri- 
vilege of every fubjedt, the whole mafs of taxes, 
whether they are levied on property or on con- 
fumption, may be fairly divided among the whole 

*8a This affbrtlon, however formidable it may feem, is founded on 
the original regifters of births, deaths, and marriages, collefted by- 
public authority, and now depofited in the Cortrole General at Paris, 
The annual average of birtn^[|iroughout the whole kingdom, taken 
in five years (from 1770 to 1774, both inclufive) is, 479,649 boys, 
and 449,269 girls, in all 928,918 yliiitfren. ' The province of 
French Hainault alone farni^s 9906 birAis : and we are affured, 
by an a6lual numeration of the people annually repeated from the 
year 1773 to the year 1776, that, upon an average, Hainault con- 
tains 257,097 inhabitants. By the rules of fair analogy, wc might 
infer, that the ordinary proportion of annual births to the whole 
people, is about i to 26 ; and that the kingdom of France contains 
24,151,868 perfons of both fexes and of every age. If we content 
ourfelves with the jnore moderate proportion of i to 25, the whole 
population will amount to 23,222,950. From the diligent refcarches 
of the French government (which are not unworthy of our own imi- 
tation), wc may hope to obtain a ftill greater degree of certainty oa 
this important fubje6l, 
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CHAP, body of the nation. But the far greater part of 
v..-.^^^J.^ the lands of ancient Gaul, as well as of the other 
provinces of the Ronnan world, were cultivated 
by flaves, or by peafants, whofe dependent con- 
dition was a lefs rigid fervitude '^'. In fuch a 
ftate the poor were maintained at the expence of 
the matters, who enjoyed the fruits of their la- 
bour ^ and as the rolls of tribute were filled only 
with the names of thofe citizens who pofleffed the 
means of an honourable, or at leaft of a decent 
fubfiftence, the comparative fmallnefs of their 
numbers explains and juftifies the high rate of 
their capitation. The truth of this aflcrtion may 
be illuftrated by the following example : Th^ 
iEdui, one of the moft powerful and civilized 
tribes or cilies of Gaul, occupied an extent of ter- 
ritory, which now contains above five hundred 
thoufand inhabitants, in the two ecclefiaflical 
diocefes of Aujun and Nevers '^* ; and with th? 

»8j Cod. Theod. 1. v. tit. ix, x, xi. Cod. Jiiftinian. 1. xi. tit. 
Ixiii. Coloni appellantur qui conditionem debent genitali folo, 
propter agriculturam fub dominio poflelTorum. Auguftin. de Civitate 
Pei, 1. X. c. I. 

*84 The ancient jurifdiftion of (Auguftodunum') Autun in Bur- 
gundy, the capital of the ^dui, comprehended the adjacent ter- 
ritory of (Noviodunum) Nevers. See d'Anville, Notice de l*ancienne 
Gaule, p. 491. The two diocefes of Autun and ^fcvers are now 
comppfed, the former of 610, and the latter of 160, parifhes. The 
regifters pf births, taken during eleven years, in 476 parifhes of the 
fame province of Burgundy, and multiplied by the moderate pro- 
portion of 25 (fee Meffance Recherches fur la Population, p. 142.), 
may authorife us to aflign an average number of 656 pcrfons for 
each parifli, which being again multiplied by the 770 parifhes of the 
diocefes of Nevers and Autun, will produce the fum of 505,120 
perfons for the extent of country which was once poiTefred by the 
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probable acceflion of thofc of Chalons and Ma- ^J5^^^' 
font's the population would amount to eight 
hundred thoufand fouls. In the tinie of Con- 
ftantine, the territory of the iEdui afforded no 
more than twenty-five thoufand heads of capita- 
tion, of whom feven thoufand were difcharged by 
that prince from the intolerable weight of tri- 
bute ^^^. A jufl: analogy would feem to counte- 
nance the opinion of an ingenious hiftorian "^,, 
that the free and tributary citizens did not fur- 
pafs the number of half a million ; and jf, in the 
ordinary adminiftration of government, their an- 
nual payments may be computed at about four 
millions and a half of our money, it would ap- 
pear, that although the fhare of each individual 
was four times as confiderable, a fourth part only 
of the modern taxes of France was levied on the 
Imperial province of Gaul. The exadlions of 
Conftantius may be calculated at feven millions 
fterling, which were reduced to two millions by 
the humanity or the wifdom of Julian, 

185 We might derive an additional fupply of 301,750 inhabitanU 
from the diocefes of Chalons (Cahillonum) and of Ma9on (Mafifco) ; 
fince they contain, the one 200, and the other 260, parifhes. This 
accefTion of territory might be juftified by very fpecious reafons* 
I. Chalons and Magon were undoubtedly within the original juril- 
diftlon of the ^dui. (See d'AnvIlle Notice, p. 187. 443.) a. In 
the Notitia of Gaul, they are enumerated not as Qvitafes, but mere* 
ly as Ctf/?rtf. 3. They do not appear to have been, epifcopal feats 
before the fifth and fixth centuries. Yet there is a paflage in Eume- 
nius (Panegyr. Vet. viii. 7.) which very forcibly deters me from ex- 
tending the territory of the ^dui in the reign of Conftantine, along 
tbe beautiful banks of the navigable Saone. 

*86 Eumeniusin Panegyr. Vet. viii: 11, 

i«7 L'Abbe du Bos Hiit. Critique dc la M. F. torn, i. p. lu. 

But 
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CHAP. But this tax, or capitation, on the proprietors 
^^"' I of land, would have fufFcred a rich and numerous 
Capitation ^lafs of free citizens to efcape. With the view 
andki-^ of (haring that fpecies of wealth which is derived 
duftry. £^^^ ^j.j. Qj. labour, and which exifts in money 
or in merchandife, the emperors impofed a dif- 
tinft and perfonal tribute on the trading part of 
their fubjefts '^^ Some exemptions, very ftriftly 
confined both in time and place, were allowed to 
the proprietors who difpofed of the produce of 
their own eftates. Some indulgence was granted 
to the profeflion of the liberal arts : but every 
other branch of commercial induftry was afFeded 
by the feverity of the law. The honourable mer- 
chant of Alexandria, who imported the gems and 
fpices of India for the ufe of the weftern world ; 
the ufurer, who derived from the intereft of mo- 
ney a filent and ignominious profit; the inge- 
nious manufafturer, the diligent mechanic, and 
even the mod obfcure retailer of a fequeftered 
village, were obliged to admit the officers of the 
revenue into the partnerfhip of their gain : and 
the fovereign of the Roman empire, who tolerated 
the profeflion, confented to fhare the infamous 
falary, of public proltitutes. As this general tax 
upon induftry was coliefted every fourth year, it 
was ftyled the Lujlral Contribution : and the hifto- 
rian Zofimus ''^ laments that the approach of the 
fatal period was announced by the tears and ter- 

i88 See Cod. Theod. 1. xiii. tit. i. and iv. ' ^ 
«89 Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 115. There is probably as much paflion 
and prejudice in. the attack of Zofimus, as in the elaborate defence 
of the memory of Conftantine ty the ^ealgus Pr, Howell, Hift. of 
tfce Wgrld, vol, ii» p. ^9* 
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tors of the citizens, who were often compelled by chap. 

XVII 

the impending fcourge to eoibrace the moft ab- ^ - -'^ 
horred and unnatural methods of procuring the 
fum at which their property had been affeffed* 
The teftimony of Zofimus cannot indeed be jufti- 
fied from the charge of paflion and prejudice, bur, 
from the nature of this tribute, it feems reafon^ 
able to conclude that it was arbitrary in the dif- 
tribution, and extremely rigorous in the mode of 
collefting. The fecret wealth of commerce, and 
the precariou^s profits of art or labour, are fufcep- 
tible only of a difcretionary valuation, which is 
feldom difadvantageous to the intereft of the trea- 
fury J and as the perfon of the trader fupplies the 
want of a vifible and permanent fecurity, the pay- 
ment of the impofition, which, in the cafe of a 
land-tax, may be obtained by the feizure of pro- 
perty, can rarely be extorted by any other means 
than thofe of corporal punifljments. The cruel 
treatment of the infolvcnt debtors of the date, is' 
attefted, and was perhaps mitigated by a very 
humane edidt of Conftantine, who, difclaiming 
the ufe of racks and of fcourges, allots a fpacious 
and airy prifon for the place of their confine- 
ment '^^ 

Thefe general taxes were impofed and levied by Free gifts, 
the abfolute authority of the monarch j but the 
occafional ofi^crings of the coronary gold ftill re- 
tained the name and femblance of popular con- 
fent. It was an ancient cuftom that the allies of 
the republic, who afcribed their fafety ordeliver- 

»9«> Cod. Theod. 1. xi. tit. vii, leg. 3. ^ 
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CHAP, ance to the fuccefs of the Roman arms ; and even 

XVII 1 

^ -^-L^ the cities of Italy, who admired the virtues of 
their viftorious general, adorned the pomp of his 
triumph by their voluntary gifts of crowns of gold, 
which, after the ceremony, were confecrated in 
the temple of Jupiter, to remain a lading monu- 
ment of his glory to future ages.. The progrefs 
of zeal and flattery foon multiplied the number, 
and increafed the fize, of thefe popular donations ; 
and the triumph of Casfar was enriched with two 
thoufand eight hundred and twenty-two mafly 
crowns, whofe weight amounted to twenty thou- 
fand four hundred and fourteen pounds of gold. 
This treafure was immediately melted down by 
the prudent diftator, who was fatisfied that it 
would be more ferviceable to his foldiers than tb 
the gods : his example was imitated by his fuc- 
ceflbrs ; and the cuftom was introduced, of ex- 
changing thefe fplendid ornaments for the more 
acceptable prefent of the current gold coin of the 
empire '^\ The fpontaneous offering was at 
length exafted as the debt of duty ; and inftead of 
being confined to the occafion of a triumph, it 
was fuppofcd to be granted by the feveral cities 
and provinces of the monarchy, as often as the 
emperor condefcended to announce his accellion, 
his confulfliip, the birth of a fon, the creation of 
a Caslar, a viftory over the Barbarians, or any 
other real or imaginary event which graced the 

»9» See Lipfius de Magnitud. Romana, 1. ii. c. 9. The Tarra- 
gonefe Spain prefented the emperor Claudius with a crown of gold 
of feven, and Gaul with another of nine hundred foundz weight. I 
)iave followed the rational emendation of Lipfius. 

annals 
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ftrtnals of his reign. The peculiar free gift of the ^X^ ^* 
lenatc of Rome was fixed by cuftom at fixteen 
hundred pounds of gold, or about fixty-four 
thoufand pounds fterling* The oppreffed fub- 
jefts celebrated their own felicity, that their fove- 
l-eign fhould gracioufly confent to accept this 
feeble but voluntary teftimony of their loyalty and 
gratitude '^\ 

A people elated by pride, or loured by dif- Conclit* 
content, are feldom qualified to form a juft efti- 
mace of their aftuai fituation. The fubjefts of 
Conftantinc were incapable of difcerning the de- 
cline of genius and manly virtue, which fo far 
degraded them below the dignity of their an- 
ceftorS 5 but they could feel and lament the fage 
of tyranny, the relaxation of difciplinc, and the 
enci-eafe of taxes. The impartial hiftorian, who 
acknowledges thejuftice of their complaints, will 
obferve fome favourable circumftances which 
tended to alleviate the mifery of their condition* 
The threatening tempeft of Barbarians, which fo 
foon fubverted the foundations of Roman great- 
nefs, was (till repelled, or fufpended, on the fron- 
tiers. The arts of luxury and literature were 
cultivated, and the elegant pleafures of fociety 
were enjoyed by the inhabitants of a confiderable 
portion of the globe* The forms, the pomp, and 
the cxpence of the civil adminiftration contri-* 
buted to reftrain the irregular licence of the fol- 
diersi and although the laws were violated by 

«9» Cod, Theod. 1. xli, tit. xili. The fenators were fuppofed to 
be exempt from the Aurum Coronarium\ but the Aurl Oblatio^ which wa$ 
required at their hands, was precifely of the fame nature. 

Vol. Hit H powcr^ 
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CUAP. power, or perverted by fubtlety, the fage prirr- 
ciples of the Roman jurifprudence prefervcd a 
fenfe of order and equity, unknown to the defpo- 
tic governnnents of the eaft. The rights of man-, 
kind might derive fome proteftion from religion 
and philofophy; and the name of freedom, which 
could no longer alarm, might fometimes admo- 
nifli, the fuccefTors of Auguftus, that they did 
not rei<?n over a nation of Slaves or Barba- 
rians 



»93 



^93 The great Theodofius, in his judicious id vice to his fon (Clau- 
dlan in iv Confulat. Hojiorii, 214., &c.)> diftinguilhes the ftation of 
a Roman prince from that of a Parthian monarch. Virtue was ne^ 
ceflary for the one. Birth might fuffice for the other. 
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C H A P. XVIII. 

CharaJIer of Conjiantine. — Gothic War. — "Death of 
Con ft av tine. — Divifton of the Empire among his 
three Sons. — Perfian War. — Tragic Deaths of 
Conjiantine the I'ounger and Conftans. — Ufurpation 
of Magnentius. — Civil War. — ViSiory of Conjlan^ 
iius. 

THE charafter of the prince who removed chap. 
the feat of empire, and introduced fuch v»_^^.^ 
important changes into the civil and religious charaaer 
conftitutipn of his country, has fixed the atten- ftantine.j 
tion, and divided the opinions, of mankind. By 
the grateful zeal of the Chriftians, the deliverer 
of the church has been decorated with every at- 
tribute of a hero, and even of a faint i while the ^ 
difcontent of the vanquilhed party has compared 
Conftantine to the mod abhorred of thofe tyrants, 
who, by their vice and weaknefs, dilhonoured 
the Imperial purple. The fame paflions have in" 
fome degree been perpetuated to fucceeding ge* 
nerations, and the charafter of Conftantine is con- 
fidered, even in the prefent age, as an objeft 
either of fatire or of panegyric. By the impar- 
tial union of thofe defe<fts which are confefled by 
his warmeft admirers, and of thofe virtues which 
are acknowledged by hiSv,moft implacable ene- 
mies, we might hope to delineate a juft portrait ► 
of that extraordinary man, which the truth and 
candour of hiftory fhould adopt without a 
H2 blufh. 
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^xvn/ blu(h'. But it would foon appear, that the vain af- 
» V ' tempt to blend fuch difcordant colours, and to re-* 
concile fuch inconfillcnt qualities, mud produce a 
figure monftrou* rather than human, unlefs it is 
viewed in its proper and diftinftlights, by a care- 
ful feparation of the different periods of the reign 
of Conftantine. 
^e» ^''' ^^^ perfort^ as well as the mind of Conftan- 
tine, had been enriched by nature with her choiccft 
endowments. His ftature was lofty, his coun- 
tenance majeftic, his deportment graceful j his 
ftrength and a6tivity were difplayed in every 
tnanly exercife, and from his earlieft youth, to a 
very advanced feafon of life, he prefervcd the vi- 
gour of his conftitution by a ftrid adherence to 
the domeftic virtues of chaftity and temperance* 
He delighted in the focial intcrcourfe of familiar 
converfation J and though he might fometimes 
indulge his difpofition to raillery with lefs referve 
than was required by the fevere dignity of his 
ftation, the courtefy and liberality of his manners 
gained the hearts of all who approached him. 
The fmcerity of his friendfhip has been fufpefted ; 
yet he fhewed, on fomc occafions, that he was 
not incapable of a warm and lafting attachment. 
The difadvantage of an illiterate education had 
not prevented hiiii from forming a juft eftimate 

' On ne fc trompera point fur Gonftantin, en croyant tout le mat 
cjn'en dit Eufebe> et tout le bien qu'en dit Zofimc, Fleury Hift* 
Ecclefiaftique, torn. Hi. p# 233. Eufebius andZofimus form indeed 
the two cxtiemes of flattery and inveftive.- The intermediate (hadea 
are expreffed by thofe writers, whofe charzfler or fituatioft varioufljT 
tempered the influence of their religious ztal. 

of 
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of tlie value of karning j an4 ijhc arts and fcicnces ^3,^^" 
derived fomc encouragement froqn the munificent 
protedion of Conftantine* In the difpatch of 
bufinefs, his diligence was indefatigable j and ^hc 
adive powers of his mind were almoft continually 
exercifcd in reading, writing, or meditating, in 
giving audience to ambafladors, and in examin- 
ing the complaints of his fubjefts. Even thofe 
who ccnfured the propriety of hi$ meafures wer^ 
compelled to acknowledge, that he pofleflcd mag- 
nanimity to conceive, and patience to execute, 
the mod arduous defigns, without being checked 
either by the prejudices of education, or by the 
clamours of the multitude. In the field, he in- 
-fufed his own intrepid fpirit into the troops, 
whom he conduced with the talents of a con- 
fummate general j and to his abilities, rather than 
to his fortune, we may afcribe thefignal viftories 
which he obtained over the foreign and domeftic 
foes of the republic. He loved glory, as the re- 
ward, perhaps as the motive, of his labours. 
The boundlefs ambition, which, from the mo- 
ment of his accepting the purple at York, ap- 
pears as the ruling paflion of his foul, may pe 
juftified by the dangers of his own fituation, by 
thecharafler of his rivals, by the confcioufnefs of 
fuperior merit, and by the prpfpedt that his fuc-s 
^cfs would enable him to reftore peace and order 
to the diftrafted empire. In his civil wars againft 
Maxentius and Licinius, he had engaged on hi* 
fide the inclinations of the people, who com- 
pared the-undiflembled vices of thofe tyrants, 
with the fpirit of wifdom and jufticc which feemed 
H 2 to 
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CHAP. 
XVIII. 



to direft the general tenor of the adminiftration 
of Conftantine *• 
His vices. Had Conftantine fallen on the banks of the 
Tyber, or even in the plains of Hadrianople,. 
fuch is the charadler which, with a few excep- 
tions, he might have tranfmitted to pofterity. 
But the conclufion of his reign (according to the 
moderate and indeed tender fentence of a writer 
of the fame age) degraded him from the rank 
which he had acquired among the moft deferving 
of the Roman princes ^. In the life of Auguftus, 
we behold the tyrant of the republic, converted, 
almoft by imperceptible degrees, into the father 
of his country and of human kind. In that of 
Conftantine, -we may contemplate a hero, who 
had fo long infpired his fubjefts with love, and 
his enemies with terror, degenerating into a cruel 
and diflblute monarch, corrupted by his fortune, 
or raifed by conqueft above the neceffity of difli- 
mulation. The general peace which he main- 
tained during the laft fourteen years of his reign, 



A.D. 

3^3-337- 



* The virtues of Conftantine are collefled for the moft paat from 
Eutiopius, and the younger Viftor, two fincere pagans, who 
wrote after the extin6lIon of his family. Even Zollmus, and the 
Mmperor Julian, acknowledge his pcrfonal courage ahd militaiy 
achievements. 

3t See Eutropius x. 6. In primo Imperii tempore optimis princi- 
pibus, ultimo mediis comparandus. From the ancient Greek ver- 
fion of Poeanius (edit. Havercamp. p. 697.), I am inclined to fuf- 
pe6l that Eutropius had originally written vix mediis j and that the 
offenfive monofyllable was dropped by the wilful inadvertency of 
tranfcribers. Aurelius Vi6lor exprefTes the general opinion by % 
vulgar and indeed obfcure. proverb. Tracbala decern annis praeftan- 
tiflimus ; duodecim fequeptibus htro j decern novifTimis pupillui ob 
immcdicas profufjones, 

was 
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was a period of apparent fplendor rather than of en ap. 
Teal profperityj and the old age of Conftancine 
>vas difgraced by the oppofite yet reconcileable 
vices of rapacioufnefs and prodigality. The ac- 
cumulated treafures found in the palaces of Max- 
entius and Licinius, were laviihly confumed j the 
various innovations introduced by the conqueror, 
were attended with an encreafing expence; the 
coft of his buildings, his court, and his feftivals, 
required an immediate and plentiful fupplyj and 
the oppreflion of the people was the only fund 
which could fupport the magnificence of the 
fovereign\ His unworthy favourites, enriched 
by the boundlefs liberality of their mafter, ufurp- 
€d with impunity the privilege of rapine and cor- 
ruption \ A fecret but univerfal decay was felt 
in every part of the public adminiftration, and 
the emperor himfelf, though he ftill retained the 
obedience, gradually loft the efteem, of his fub- 
jefts. The drefs and manners, which, towards 
the decline of life, he chofe to affeft, ferved only 
to degrade him in the eyes of mankind. The 
Afiatic pomp, which had been adopted by the 
pride of Diocletian, affumed an air of foftnefs 
and effeminacy in the perfon of Conftantine. He 

4 Julian. Orajt. i. p. 8. in a flattering difcoui-fe pronounced be- 
fore the Ton of Conftantine ; and Cae fares, p. 335. Zoiimus, p. 114, 
115. The ftately buildihgs of Conftantinople, fee. may be quoted 
as a lafting and unexceptionable proof of the profufenefs of their 
founder. 

5 The impartial Ammianus deJGbryes all our confidence. Proxi- 
moi*um fauces aperuit primus omnium Conftantinus. L. xvi. c. S^ 
Eufebius himfelf confeffes the abufe (Vit. Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 29. 
54.) ; and forae of thje Imperial laws feebly point out the remedy. 
See above, p. 53 of this volume. 

H 4 is 
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Srvm^* is reprefcnted with falfe hair of various colours^ 
u,-y^ laborioufly arranged by the (kilful artifts of the 
times 5 a diadem of a new and more cxpenfivc 
faihion ; a profuiion of gems and pearls, of col* 
lars and bracelets, and a variegated flowing robe 
of filk, moft curioufly embroidered with flowers 
of gold. In fuch apparel, fcarcdy to be excufed 
by the youth and folly of Elagabalus, we are at a 
lofs to difcover the wifdom of an aged monarch, 
land the fimplicity of a Roman veteran *• A 
mind thus relaxed by profperity and indulgence, 
was incapable of rifing to that magnanimity which 
difdains fufpicion, and dares to forgive. The 
deaths of Maximian and Licinius may perhaps be 
juftified by the maxims of policy, as they arc 
taught in the fchools of tyrants j but an impartial 
Siarrative of the executions, or rather murders, 
which fullied the declining age of Conftantinc, 
will fuggeft to our moft candid thoughts, the idea 
of a prince, who could facrifice without reluctance 
the laws of juftice, and the feelings^ of nature, to 
the dilates either of his pafSons or of his 
intercft. 
Hiefamily. The fame fortune which fo invariably followed 
the ftandard of Conftantinc, feemed to fecure the 
hopes and comforts of his domeftic life. Thofe 
among his predeceflfors who had enjoyed the 
longeft and moft profperous reigns, Auguftus, 

* Julian, in the Caefars, attempts to ridicule his uncle. Hi$ 
fufpiciouis tcftimony is confirmed however by the learned Spanheim, 
with the authority of medals (See Commentaire, p. 156. 499. 397. 
*459.). Eufebius (Orat. c. 5.) alleges, that Conftantine drefled for 
the public, not for himfelf. tVere thi€ admitted, the vaineft cox^» 
comb could ncvg: want an excwfe, 

Trajan> 
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Trajan, and Diocletian, had been difappointed of ^j,^,^,^* 
poftcrity j and the frequent revolutions had never v,. ^. ' 
allowed fufficient time for any Innperial family to 
grow up and multiply under the fhade of the 
purple* But the royalty of the Flavian line, 
which had been firll ennobled by the Gothic Clau* 
dius, defcended through feveral generations ; and 
Conftantiile himfelf derived from his royal father 
the hereditary honours which he tranfmitted to his 
children. The emperor had been twice married. 
Minervina, the obfcure but lawful objedl of his 
youthful attachment % had left him only one fon, 
who was called Crifpus. By Faufta, the daughter 
of Maxin^an, he had three daughters, and three 
fons known by the kindred names of Conftantine, 
Conftantius, and Conftans. The unambitious 
brothers of the great Conftantine, Julius Conftan- 
tius, Dalmatius, and Hannibalianus % were per- 
mitted to enjoy the moft honourable rank, and the 
moft affluent fortune, that could be confiftent 
with a private ftation. The youngeft of the three 
lived without a name, and died without pofterity* 
His two elder brothers obtained in marriage the 
daughters of wealthy fenators, and propagated 
new branches of the Imperial race, Gallus and 

7 Zofunus and Zonlaras agree in reprefenting Minervina as the 
concubine of Conftantine t but D^cange has very gallantly refcued 
her character, by producing a decilive pafiage from one of the pane-* 
gyrics : ** Ab ipfo fine pueritiae te matrimonii legibus dedifti." 

^ Ducange (Farailise Byzantinae^ p. 44.) beftows on him, after 
Zonaras, the name of Conftantine i a name foroewhat unlikely, aa 
h was already occupied by the elder brother. That of Hannibalia- 
nus is mentioned in the Pafchal chronicle, and is approved by Tille- 
mont. Hint* des £mpereurS| torn* iv« p. 527^ 

Julian 
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Scvrn^* Julian afterwards became the moft illuftrious of 
the children of Julius Conftantius, the Patrician, 
The two fon»of Dalmatius, who had been deco- 
rated with the vain title of Cenjor^ were named 
Dalmatius and Hannibalianus. The twp lifters 
of the great Conftantine, Anaftafia and Eutropia^ 
were beftowed on Optatus and Nepotianus, two 
fenators of noble birth and of confular, dignity* 
His third fifter, Conftantia, wasdiftinguiflied by 
her pre-eminence of greatnefs and of mifery. 
She remained the widow of the vanquiflied Lici- 
nius ; and it was by her entreaties, that an inno,. 
cent boy, the offspring of their marriage, prc- 
ferved for fome time, his life, the title of Casfar, 
and a precarious hope of the fucceffion. Befides 
the females, and the allies of the Flavian houfe, 
ten or twelve males, to whom the language of 
modern courts would apply the title of princes of - 
the blood, feemed, according to the order of 
their birth, to be deftined either to inherit or to 
fupport the throne of Conftantine. But in lefs 
than thirty years, this numerous and encreafing 
family was reduced to the perfons of Conftantius 
and Julian, who alone had furvived a feries of 
crimes and calamities, fuch as the tragic poets 
have deplored in the devoted lines of Pelpps and 
of Cadmus. 

virtues of Crifpus, the eldeft fon of Conftantine, and the 
prefumptive heir of the empire, is reprefented by 
impartial hiftorians as an amiable and accom- 
pliftied youth. The care of his education, or zx 
leaft of hisft:udies, was entrufted to Laftantius, 
the moft eloquent of the Chriftians j a prasceptor 

admirably 
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admirably qualified to form the tafte, ^nd to chap, 
excite the virtues, of his illuftrious difciple^ At v_«^^,J^ 
the age of feventeen, Crifpus was invefted with 
the title of Casfar, and the adminiftration of the 
Gallic provinces, wher^ the inroads of the Ger- 
mans gave him an early occafion of fignalizing 
his military prowefs. In the civil war which 
broke out foon afterwards, the father and fon di- 
vided their powers j and this hiftory has already 
celebrated the valour as well as conduft difplayed 
by the Jatter, in forcing the ftreights of the Hel- 
lefpont, fo obftinately defended by the fuperior 
fleet of Licinius. This naval viftory contributed 
to determine the event of the war ; and the names 
of Conftantine and of Crifpus were united in the 
joyful acclamations of their eaftern fubjecls : who 
loudly proclaimed, that the world had been fub- 
dued, and was now governed, by an emperor en- , 
dowed with every virtue ^' and by his illuftrious 
fon, a prince beloved of heaven, and the lively 
image of his father's perfedtions. The public fa- ^ 
vour, which feldom accompanies old-age, dif- 
fufed its luftre over the youth of Crifpus. He 
• deferved the efteem, and he engaged the affec- 
tions, of the ^court, the army, and the people. 
The experienced merit of a reigning monarch is 
acknowledged by' his fubjedts with reluftance, 
and frequently denied with partial and difcon- 

9 Jerom. in Chron, The poverty of Laftantius may be applied 
jeither to the praife of the difinterefted pliilofopher, or to the ihame 
of the unfeeling patron. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclefiaft. tom. vi, 
^art i. p. 345. Dupin, Bibliotheque Ecclefiaft. tom. i. p. 205, 
J-ardnei's Credibility of the Gofpel Hiftory, pait ii, vol. vii. p. 66. 

tented 
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c H A P. tented murmurs i while, from the opening vir- 
k_^-l> tues of his fucccflbr, they fondly conceive the 
mod unbounded hopes of privace as well as pub- 
lic felicity '*. 
jeaioafy This dangerous popularity foon excited the at- 
Santhllc" tention of Conftantine, who, both as a father and 
oa?io!*' as a king, was impatient of an equal. Inftead of 
attempting to fecure the allegiance of his fon, by 
the generous ties of confidence and gratitude, he 
refolvcd to prevent the mifchiefs which might be 
apprehended from diffatisfied ambition. Crifpus 
foon had reafon to complain, that while his infant 
brother Conftantius was fent, with the title ot 
Casfar, to reign over his peculiar department of 
the Gallic provinces '*, he, a prince of mature 
years, who had performed fuch recent and fignal 
ferviccs, inftead of being raifed to the fuperior 
rank of Auguftus, was confined almoft a prifoner 
to his father's cour.t i and expofed, without power 
or defence, to every calumny which the malice of 
his enemies could fuggeft. Under fuch painful 
ci.rcumftances, the royal youth might not always 
be able to compofe his behaviour, or fupprefs his 
difcontent i and we may be affured, that he was 

'0 Eiifcb. Hift. Ecclefiaft. I. x. c. 9. Eutropius (x, 6.) ftyles 
him, " cgregium vii-um"; and Julian (Orat. i.) veiy plainly al- 
kitles to the exploits of Cnfpus in the civil war. See Spanheim* 
Comment, p. 92. 

^> Compare Idatius and the Pafchal Chronicle, with Ammijinus 
(1. xiv. c. 5.). The yiar in which Conftantius was created Gaefar, 
feems to be more accurately fixed by the two chronologifts; but the 
iilftorian who lived in his court, could not be ignorant of the day of 
the anniverfar)'. For the appointment of the new Caefar to the pro- 
vinces of Gaul, fee Julian, Orat. i, p. 12. Godefroy, Chronol, 
Legum, p. 26. and Blondel de la Primaute de TEglifc, p. 11 S3. 

9 cncompafTcd 
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tncompafled by a train of indiforect or perfidious Chap* 
followers, who afTiduoufly ftudied to inflame, and 5_ — — j* 
who were perhaps inftrufted to betray, the un- 
guarded warmth of his refentmcnt* An cdi6t of a.d. 3*5, 
Conflantine, publi(hed aboijt this tinfie, mani- 
fcftly indicates his real or afFefted fufpicions, that 
a fecret confpiracy had been formed againft his 
perfon and government* By all tlie allurements 
of honours and rewards, he invites informers of 
every degree to accufe without exception his ma- 
giftrates or minifters, his friends or his moll inti- 
mite favourites, protefting, with a Iblemn affc- 
veration, that he himfelf will lillen to the charge;^ 
that hchimfelf will revenge his injuries ; and con- 
cluding with a prayer, which difcovers fome ap- 
prehenfion of danger, that the providence of the 
Supreme Being may ftill continue ta proteft the 
fafety of the emperor and of the empire **. 

The informers, who complied with fo liberal Bifgrace 

• . y- /y* • 1 /« 1 • « ^^d death 

•an invitation, were fumcienriy verfed m the arts ofCrifpuy, 
-of courts to feleft the friends and adherents of ^^^' ^*^* 
Crifpus as the guilty perfons ; nor is there any 
reafon to diftruft the veracity of the emperor, who 
liad promifcd an ample meafure of revenge and 
punifhment. The policy of Conftantine main* 
tained, however, the fame appearances of regard 
and confidence towards a fon, whom he began to 
confider as his moft irreconcileable enemy. Me- 
dals wereih-uck with the cuftomary vows for the 
long and aufpicious reign of the young Gaefar*^j 

" tod. Thcod. 1. ix. tit, iv. Godefroy ftifpea«d the fecm no« 
tires of this htw. Comment, torn. iii. p. 9. 

'} Dii^ange fam. Byzant. p. 29^ Tillemont, torn. hr. p. 4 10. 

and 
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CHAP, and as the people, who was not admitted into the 
fecrets of the palace, ftill loved his virtues, and 
refpefted his^dignity, a poet whofolicits hisrecal 
from exile, adores with equal devotion the ma- 
jefty of the father and that of the fon '*. The 
time was now arrived for celebrating the augufl: 
ceremony of the twentieth year of the reign of 
Conftantine j and the emperor, for that purpofe, 
removed his court from Nicomedia to Rome, 
where the mod fplendid preparations had been 
made for his reception. Every eye, and every 
tongue, afFefted to exprefs their fenfe of the 
general happinefs, and the veil of ceremony and 
diflimulation was drawn for a while over the 
darkeft dcfigns of revenge and murder '^ In the 
midft of the feftival, the unfortunate Crifpus was 
apprehended by order of the emperor, who laid 
afide the tendermefs of a father, without affuming 
the equity of a judge. The examination was 
ihort and private "** 5 and as it was thought decent 
to conceal the fate of the young prince from the 
eyes of the Roman people, he was fent under a 

'4- His name was Porphyrius Optatianus. The date of his pane- 
gyric, written according to the taftc of the age in vile acroftics, is 
fettled by Scaliger ad Eufeb. p. 250. Tillemont, torn. iv. p. 607. 
and Fabricius Biblioth. Latin. 1. iv. c. i. 

^S Zofim. 1. ii. p. 103. Godefroy Chronol. Legum, p. 28. 

'fi A»j»T«c, ivlthout a trial, is the ftrong, and moft probably thf 
juft expreffion of Suidas. The elder Viftor, who wrote under the 
next reign, fpeaks with becoming caution. " Natu grandior incer- 
** turn qua causa, patris judicio occidiflet." If we confult the fuc- 
ceeding writers, Eutropius, the younger Vi6lor, Orofius, Jerom, Zo- 
fimus, Philoftorgius, and Gregory of Tours j their knowiedge will 
appear gradually to encreafe, as their means of information iftuft 
Jiave diminifhed ; a circumftance which frequently occurs in hiftori- 
Cgldir(|ui(itioQ, 

ftrong 
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ftrong guard to Pola, in Iftria, where, foon afccr- ciiaf. 
wards, he was put to death, either by the hand of 
the executioner, or by the more gentle operation 
of poifon '^ The Caefar Licinius, a youth of 
anniable manners, was involved in the ruin of 
Crifpus " ; and the ftern jealoufy of Conftantinc 
was unmoved by the prayers and tears of his fa- 
vourite filler, pleading for the life of a fon 5 
whofe rank was his only crime, and whofe lofs (he 
did not long furvive. The ftory of thefe unhappy 
princes, the nature and evidence of their guilt, 
the forms of their trial, and the circumftances of 
their death, were buried in myfterious obfcurity ; 
and the courtly biftiop, who has celebrated in an 
elaborate work the virtues and piety of his hero, 
obferves a prudent filence Qn the fubjeft of thefe 
tragic events '^. -Such haughtycontempt for the 
opinion of mankind, whilft it imprints an inde- 
lible ftain on the memory of Conftantine, muft re- 
mind us of the very different behaviour of one of 

'7 Ammianus (1.. xiv. c. ii.) ufes the general expreflion of 
peremptum. Codinus (p, 34.) beheads the young prince 5 but Si- 
donius Apollinaris, (Epiftol. v. 8.) for the fake perhaps of an an- 
tithefis to Faufta's nu^rm bath, chufes to adminifter a draught of cold 
poifon. 

18 Sororis filium, coramodae indolis Juvcnem. Eutropius x. 6. 
May I not be permitted to conje6lure, that Crifpus had married He- 
lena, the daughter of the emperor Licinius, and that on the happy 
delivery of the princefs, in the year 322, ageneial pardon was grant- 
ed by Conftantine ? See Ducange Fam. Byzant. p. 47. and the law 
(1. ix. tit. xxxvii.) of the Theodofian Code, which has fo much 
embarrafled the interpreters. Godefroy, torn. iii. p. 267. 

'9 See the Life of Conftantine, particularly 1. ii. c. 19, 20, Two 
hundred and fifty years afterwards Evagrius (1. iii. c. 41.) deduced 
from the filence of Eufebiu* a vain argument againft the reality of 
the faa. 

7 the 
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CHAP, the gfeatcfl: monarchs of the prefcnt age. The 
w^>yi»J Czar Peter, in the full poffeflion of dcfpotic 
power, Submitted to the judgment of Ruffia, of 
Europe, and of poftcrity, the reafons which had 
compelled him to fubfcribe the condemnation of 
a criminal, or at leaft of a degenerate, fon *% 
The era- The innocence of Crifpus was fo univerfally ac- 
la^a. knowledged, that the modera Greeks, who adore 
the memory of their founder, are reduced to pal- 
liate the guilt of a parricide, which the common 
feelings of human nature forbade them to juftify. 
Tliey pretend, that as foon as the afflifted father 
difcovercd the falfehood of the accqfation by 
which his credulity had been fo fatally miflcd, he 
publilhed to the world his repentance and remorfe; 
thkt he mourned forty days, during which he ab« 
flaincd from the ufe of the bath, and all the ordi- 
nary comforts of life ; and that, for the lading 
inftruftion of pofterity, he ereftcd a golden ftatuc 
of Crifpus, with this memorable infcription : 
To MY Son, whom I unjustly condemned"* 
A tale fo moral and fo interefting would deferve to 
be fupported by lefs exceptionable authority : but 
if we confult the more ancient and authentic 
'Writers, they will inform us, that the repentance 
of Conftantine was manifefted only in adls of 
blood and revenge ; and that he atoned for the 
murder of an innocent fon, by the execution, 

*<> Hlftoire de Pierre le Grand, par Voltaire, part ii. ex. 

*' In order to prove that the ftatue was erefted by Conftantine^ 
and afterwards concealed by the malice of the Arians^ Codinus very 
readily creates (p. 34.) two witneffes, Hippolitus, and the younger 
Herodotus, to whofe imaginary hiftories he appeals with unblufhing 
confidence. 

perhaps. 
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perhaps, of a guilty wife. They afcribe the ^^^*^* 
misfortunes of Crifpus to the arts of his ftep- 
mother Faufta, whofe implacable hatred, or 
whofe difappointed love, renewed in the palace 
of Conftantine the ancient tragedy of Hippolitus 
and of Phcedra ". Like the daughter of Minos, 
the daughter of Maximian accufed her fon-in- 
law of an inceftuous attempt on the chaftity of 
his father's wife ; and eafily obtained^ froni the 
jealoufy of the emperor, a fentence of death 
againft a young prince, whom (he confidered with 
reafon as the moft formidable rival of her own 
children. But Helena, the aged mother of Con- 
ftantine, lamented and revenged the untimely fate 
of her grandfon Crifpus : nor was it long before 
a real or pretended difcovery was made, that 
Faufta herfelf entertained a criminal connexion 
with a flave belonging to the Imperial ftables*^ 
Her condemnation and puniflimerit were the inftant 
confequences of the charge i and the adulterefs 
was fufFocated by the fteam of a bath, which, 
for that purpofe, had been heated to an extra* 
ordinary degree **. By fomc it will perhaps be 

thought, 

** Zofimus (1* ii. p, 103.) may be conridered as our original*^ 
The ingenuity of the moderns, aflifted by a few hints from 
the ancients, has iliufh-ated and improved his obfcure and imperfect 
narrative. , 

^i Philoftorgius, 1. ii. c. 4. Zofimus (I. ii. p. 104. 116.) im- 
putes to Conftantine the death of two wives, of the innocent Faufta* 
and of an adulterefs who was the mother of his three fucceflbrs. Ac- 
cording to Jerom, three or four yeai s elapfed between the death of 
Crifpus and that of Faufta. The elder Viftor is prudently filent. 

*4 If Faufta was put to death, it is reafonable to believe that the 
private apartments of the palace were the fceneof her execution. The 

Vol. III. I orator 
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^H AP. thought, that the remembrance of a conjugal 
union of twenty years, and the honour o( their 
cortimon offspring, the deftined heirs of the 
throne, might have foftencd the obdurate heart 
of Conitantine j and perfuaded him to fufFer his 
wife, however guilty fhe might appear, to ex- 
piate her offences in a folitary prifon. But it 
feems a fuperfiuous labour to weigh the pro- 
priety, unlefs we could afcertain the truth, of this 
lingular event; which is attended with fome cir- 
cumftances of doubt and perplexity. Thofe who 
have attacked, and thofe who have defended, the 
charafter of Conftantinc, have aKkc difregarded 
two very remarkable paffages of two orations pro- 
nounced under the fuceecding reign. The former 
celebrates the virtues, the beauty, and the for- 
tune of the emprefs Faufla, the daughter, wife, 
filler, and mother of fb noany princes**. The 
latter alTerts, in explicit terms, that the mother 
-of the younger Conftantine> who was flain three 
years after his father's death, furvived to weep 
c>ver the fate of her fon **. Notwithftanding the 
pofitivc teftimony of feveral writers of the Pagan 

(Drator ChryibRom indulges his fancy by expofing the nak^d empref> 
.«n a defert mountain, to be devoured by wild beafts. 

*5 Julian. Orat. i. He feems to call her the mother of Crifpus. 
She might affbme that title by adoption. At leaft, (he was not con- 
fidered as his mortal enemy. Julian compares the fortune of Faufta 
with that of Paryfatis, the Perfian queen. A Roman would havt 
more naturally recoUefted the fecond Agrippina : 

£t moi, qui fur letrone aifuivi mes ancetres; 

Moi, fille, femme, fceur et mere dc vos maitres* 

*^ Monod. in Conftantin. Jun. c. 4. ad Calcem Eutrop. ediiP* 
Havercamp. The orator ftyles her the mod divine and pious of 
i^uecns, 

as 
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fts well as of the Chriftian religion, there may chap* 
ftill remain fome reafon to believe, or at lead to '* 

fufpeft, that Faufta efcaped the blind and fiif- 
picious cruelty of her hufband. The deaths of a 
ion, and of a nephew, with the execution of a 
great number of refpeftable, and perhaps innocent 
friends *% who were involved in their fall, may 
be fufficient, however, to juftify the difcontent of 
ythe Roman people, and to explain the fatirical 
verfes affixed to the palace-gate, comparing the 
fplendid and bloody reigns of Conftantine and 
Nero*'. 

By the death of Crifpus, the inheritance of the Thcfbns 
empire feemed to devolve on the three fons of phews^of 
Fatifta, who have been already mentioned under Conftan^ 
the names of Conftantine, of Conftantius, and of 
Conftans. Thefc young princes were fucccflfively 
invefted with the title of Caefar i and the dates of 
their promotion may be referred to the tenth, 
the twentieth, and the thirtieth years of the reiga 
of their father *^ This conduft, though it tend- 
ed to multiply the future matters of the Roman 
world, might be excufed by the partiality of pa- 
ternal afFeftion j but it is not eafy to underftand 

*7 Interfecit numerofos amicos. Eutrop. xx. 6. 

^3 Satui-ni aurea faecula quis requirat ? 
Sunt haec gemmea, fed Neroniana. 

Sidon. Apollinar. v. 8. 
It is fomewhat (ingular, that thefe fatirical lines fliould be attributed^ 
not to an obfcure libeller, or a difappointed patiiot, but to Ablavius, 
prime minifter and favourite of the emperor. We may now perceive 
that the imprecations of the Roman people were di6lated by humanity^ 
as well as by fuperftition. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 105. 

29 Eufeb. Orat. in Conltantin. c. 3. Thefe dates are fufliciently 
correal to juftify the orator. 

la the 
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CHAP* the motives of the emperor, when he endangered 
' - the fafety both of his family and of his people,, 
by the unneceflary elevation of his two nephews, 
Dalmatius and Hannibalianus. The former was 
raifcd, by the title of Caefar, to an equality with 
his coufins. In favour of the latter, Conftantine 
invented the iiew and Angular appellation of 
Nobilijftmus ^"^ ; to which he annexed the flattering 
diftinftion of a robe of purple and gold. But of 
the whole feries of Roman princes in any age of 
the empire, Hannibalianus alone was diflinguifh- 
ed by the title of King j a name which the fub- 
je£ls of Tiberius would have detefted, as the pro- 
fane and cruel infult of capricious tyranny. The 
ufe of fuch a title, even as it appears under the 
reign of Conftantine, is a ftrange and unconneft- 
ed fad, which can fcarcely be admitted on the 
joint authority of Imperial medals and contempo- 
rary writers '\ 

Their cdu- The whole empire was deeply interefted in the 
education of thefc five youths, the acknowledged 
fucceflbrs of Conftantine. The exerci&s of the 
body prepared them for the fatigues of war, and 
the duties of aftive life. Thofe who occafionally 
mention the education or talents of Conftantius, 
allow that he excelled in the gymnaftic arts of 

10 Zofim. 1. ii. p. 117. Under the predeceflTors of Conftantine, 
NchiliJ/imus was a vague epithet, rather than a legal and determined 
title. 

^ Adftruunt nummi veteres ac fiagulaies^. Spanhcim de Ufu 
Numifmat. Diflertat. xii. vol. ii. p. 357. Animianus fpeaks of 
this Roman king (1. xiv. c. i. and Valefms ad loc.). The Valefian 
fragment ftyles him King of kings 5 and the Pafchal Chronicle 
(p. 286.), by employing the wo&d £«^«> acquires the weight of Latin 
•vidcncc. 

6 leaping 
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leaping and runnino: ; that he was a dextrous chap. 

. xvm 

archer, a (kilful horfeinan, and a maftcr of all u^-v-^ 

the different weapons ufed in the fervice cither of 
the cavalry or of the infantry '\ The faoie afli- 
duous cultivation was bellowed, though not per- 
haps with equal fuccefs, to improve the minds of 
the fons and nephews of Conftancine "• The moft 
celebrated profeflbrs of theChriftian faith, of the 
Grecian philofophy, and of the Roman jurif- 
prudence, were invited by the liberality of the 
emperor, who referved for himfelf the important 
talk of inftrufting the royal youths in the fcience 
of government, and the knowledge of mankind. 
But the genius of Conftantine himfelf had been 
formed by adverfity and experience. In the free 
intercourfe of private life, and amidft the dangers 
of the court of Galerius, he had learned to com- 
mand his own pafllons, to encounter thofe of his 
equals, and to depend for his prefent fafety and 
future greatnefs on the prudence and firmnefs of 
his perfonal condud. His deftined fuccelTors 
had the misfortune of being born and educated in 
the Imperial purple. Inceflantly furrounded with 
a train of flatterers, they paflTed their youth in the 
enjoyment of luxury and the expectation of a 
throne ; nor would the dignity of their rank per- 

?* His dexterity in maitial exercife is celebrated by Julian 
(Drat, i- p. n. Orat. ii. p. 53.), and allowed by Ammianus (1. xxi. 
c. 16.). 

3 J Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 51. Julian. Orat. I. 
p. II— 16. with Spanheim^s elaborate Commentary. Libaniys, 
Orat. iii. p. 109. Conftantius ftudied with laudable diligence} but 
the dulnefs of his fancy prevented him from fuccccding in the art of 
poetiy, or even of rhetoric. 

I 3 mit 
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Scvm^' mit them to defcend from that elevated ftation 
from whence the various charaders of human 
nature appear to wear a fmooth and uniform af- 
pcft. The indulgence of Conftantine admitted 
them, at a very tender age, to (hare the admini- 
ftration of the empire; and they ftudied the art 
of reigning at the expence of the people entrufted 
to their care. The 'younger Conftantine was ap- 
pointed to hold his court in Gaul j and his brother 
Conftantius exchanged that department, the an- 
cient patrimony of their father, for the more 
opulent, but lefs martial, countries of the Eaft. 
Italy, the Weftern Illyricum, and Africa, were 
accuftomed to revere Conftans, the third of his 
fons, as the reprefentative of the great Conftan- 
tine. He fixed Dalmatius on the Gothic frontier, 
to which he annexed the government of Thrace, 
Macedonia, and Greece. The city of Caefarea' 
was chofen for the refidence of Hannibalianusj 
and the provinces of Pontus, Cappadocia, and 
the Lefler Armenia, were defigned to form the 
extent of his new kingdom. For each of thefe 
princes a fuitable eftabliftiment was provided. A 
juft proportion of guards, of legions, and of 
auxiliaries, was allotted for their rcfpedive dig- 
nity and defence. The minifters and generals, 
who were placed about their perfons, were fuch as 
CoAftantine could truft to affift, and even to con- 
trol, thefe youthful fovereigns in the exercife of 
their delegated power. As they advanced in 
years and experience, the limits of their autho- 
rity were infenfibly enlarged : but the emperor 
always referved for himfelf the title of Auguftus; 

and 
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mnd while he (hewed the Cajars to the armies and ^Ji^j^* 
provinces, he maintained every part of the empire 
in equal obedience to its fupreme head ^*. The 
tranquillity of the laft fourteen years of his reign 
was fcarcely interrupted by the contemptible in- 
furreftion of a camel-driver in the ifland of Cy- 
prus ", or by the aftive part which the policy of 
Conftantine engaged him to affume in the wars of 
the Goths and Sarmatians. 

Among the different branches of the human Manners 
race, the Sarmatians form a vtxy remarkable matiansr" 
Ihade 3 as they feem to unite the manners of the 
Afiatic barbarians with the figure and complexion 
of the ancient inhabitants of Europe. According 
to the various accidents of peace and war, of al- 
liance or conqueft, the Sarmatians were fome- 
times confined to the banks of the Tanais ; and 
they fometimes fpread themfelves over the im- 
menfc plains which lie between the Viftula and 
the Volga ^^ The care of their numerous flocks 
and herds, the purfuit of game, and the exercifc 
of war, or rather of rapine, direded the vagrant 

34 Eufebius (I. iv. c. 51, 5a.), with a defign of exalting the 
authority and glory of Conftantine, affirms, that he divided the Ro- 
man empire as a private citizen might have divided his patrimony. 
His diftribution of the provinces may be colleded from Eutropiusj 
the two Viftors, and the ValeTian fragment. 

35 Calocenis, the obfcure leader of this rebellion, or rather tumult, 
was apprehended and burnt alive in the market-place of Tarfus, 
by the vigilance of Dalmatius. See the elder Vi6lor, the Chro- 
nicle of Jerom, and the doubtful traditions of Theophanes and 
Cedrenus* 

36 Cellarius has collefted the opinions of the ancients concerning 
the European and Afiatic Sarmatia 5 and M. d' Anville has applied 
them to modem geography with the flcill and accuracy which always 
diftinguilhcs that excellent writer. 

1 4 motions 
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CHAP, motions of the Sarmatians. The moveable 
camps or cities, the ordinary rcfidence of their 
wives and children, confided only of large wag- 
gons drawn by oxen, and covered in the form of 
tents. The military ftrength of the nation was 
compofed of cavalry ; and the cuftom of their 
warriors, to lead in their hand one or two fpare 
horfcs, enabled them to advance and to retreat 
with a rapid diligence, which furprifed the fecurity, 
and eluded the purfuit, of a diftant enemy "• 
Their poverty of iron prompted their rude in- 
duftry to invent a fort of cuirafs, which was ca- 
pable of refitting a fword or javelin, though it was 
formed only of horfes hoofs, cut into thin and po- 
lilhed dices, carefully laid over each other in the 
manner of fcales or feathers, and ftrongly fewed 
upon an under*garment of coarfe linen ^^ The 
ofFenfive arms of the Sarmatians were ftiprt dag- 
gers, long lances, and a weighty bow with a 
quiver of arrows. They were reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of employing filh-bones for the points of 
their weapons ; but the cuftom of dipping them 
in a venomous liqyor, that poifoned the wounds 
which they inflifted, is alone fuflicient to prove 
the moft favage manners $ fince a people impref- 
fed with a fenfe of humanity would have abhorred 
fo cruel a pra6lice, and a nation fkil|ed in the arts 
pf war woqld havfc difdained fp impotent a re- 

37 Ammian. 1. xvii. c. 12. The Sarmatian horfes were caftratcd, 
to prevent the mifchievous accidents which might happen from the 
noify and ungovernable paflions of the males. 

i^ Paufanias, 1. i. p. 50. edit. Kuhn. That inquifitive traveller 
)iad carefully examined a Sarmatian cuirafs, which was preferved in 
^he temple of ^fculapius ^t Atheps. 

' fpurce, 
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fource ^^. Whenever thefc Barbarians iffued from ^^^A^' 
tlieir deferts in queft of prey, their fhaggy beards, v>- »^/^ 
uncombed locks, the furs with which they were 
covered from head to foot, and their fierce coun- 
tenances, which feemed to exprcfs the innate 
cruelty of their minds, infpired the more ci- 
vilized provincials of Rome with horror and dif- 
may. 

The tender Ovid, after a youth fpent in the en- Their fct- 
joyment of fame and luxury, was condemned to near the 
an hopelefs exile on the frozen banks of the Da- ^^"^' 
nube, where he was expofed, almoft without de- 
fence, to the fury of thefe monfters of the defert, 
with whofe ftcrn fpirits he feared that his gentle 
Ihade might hereafter be confounded. In his pa- 
thetic, but fometimes unmanly lamentations*®, 
he defcribes in the mod lively colours, the drefs 
and manners, the arms and inroads of the Getas 

39 Afpicis et raitti fub adunco toxica feiTo, 
Et telum caufas mortis habere duas. 

Ovid, ex Ponto, 1. iv. ep. 7. ver. 7. 
Sec in the Recherches fur Ics Americains, torn. ii. p. 236—271, a 
vei*y curious differtation on poifoned darts. The venom was com- 
monly extia6led from the vegetable reign 5 but that employed by the 
Scythians appears to have been drawn from the viper, and a mixture 
pf human blood. The ufe of poifoned arms, which has been fpread 
over both worlds, never prcferved a favage tribe from the arms of a 
difciplined enemy. 

-f" The nii^e books of Poetical Epiftles, which Ovid compofed 
during the feven firft years of his melancholy exile, poffefs, befides 
the merit of elegance, a double value. They exhibit a piflure of 
tl>e human mind under very fmgular circumftances j and they con- 
tain many curious obfervations, which no Roman, except Ovid, 
could have an opportunity of making. Every circumftance which 
tends to illuftrate the hiftory of the Barbarians, has been drawn 
together by the very accurate Count de Buat. Hift. Anciennc def 
ptuplcs de TEurope, torn, iv, c. xvi. p. 286—117. 

and 
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^rvni^* and Sarmatians, who were afTociated for the pur- 
pofes of deftrihftion i and from the accounts of 
'hiftory, there is fomc reafon to believe that thcfc 
Sarmatians were the Jazygse, one of the moft nu- 
merous and warlike tribes of the nation. The 
allurements^ of plenty engaged them to feek a per- 
manent eftablilhment on the frontiers of the em- 
pire. Soon after the reign of Auguftus, they obliged 
che Dacians, who fubfifted by fifhing on the banks 
of the river Teyfs or Tibifcus, to retire into the 
hilly country, and to abandon to the victorious 
Sarmatians the fertile plains of the Upper Hun- 
gary, which are bounded by the courfe of the 
Danube and the femi-circular inclofure of the 
Carpathian mountains**. In this advantageous 
pofition, they watched or fufpended the moment 
of attack, as they were provoked by injuries or 
appeafcd by prefents } they gradually acquired 
the fkill of ufing more dangerous weapons ; and 
although the Sarmatians did not illuftrate their 
name by any memorable exploits, they occafion- 
ally affifted their eaftern and weftcrn neighbours, 
the Goths and the Germans, with a formidable 
body of cavalry. They lived under the irregular 
ariftocracy of their chieftains ** j but after they 
had received into their bofom the fugitive Van- 

4-^ The Sarmatians Jazygx were fettled on the banks of the Pa- 
thilTus or Tibifcus, when Pliny, in the year 79, publifhed his Natural 
Hiltory. See 1. iv. c. 25. In the time of Strabo and Ovid, fixty or 
feventy vears before, they appeal* to have inhabited beyond the Getae, 
along the coaft of the Euxine. 

4i Principes Sarmatarum Jazygum penes quos civitatis regimen 
, , . plebem quoque et vim equitum qua fola valent ofFerebant. 
Tacit. Hid. iii. 5. This ofter was made in the civil war between 
Vitellius and Vcfpafilh. 

dals^ 
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dais, who yielded to the preffure of the Gothic c M a p. 
power, they fcem to have chofen a king from r..-^~iy 
that nation, and from the illuftrious race of th^ 
Aftingi, who had formerly dwelt on the fliores of 
che Northern ocean ^\ 

This motive of enmity muft have inflamed the The Go- 
fubjecls of contention, which perpetually arife ojq ^^n^^' 
the confines of warlike and independent nations. 
The Vandal princes were ftimulated by fear and 
revenge, the Gothic kings afpired to extend their 
<iominion from the Euxine to the frontiers of 
Geroiany ; and the waters of the Maros, a fmall 
river which falls into the Teyfs, were ftained with 
the blood of the contending Barbarians. After 
fome experience of the fuperior ftrength and 
numbers of their adverfaries, the Sarmatians ini- 
plored the proteftion of the Roman monarch, who 
beheld with pleafure the difcord of the nations, 
but who was juftly alarmed by the progrefe 
of the Gothic arms. As foon as Conftantin^ 
had declared himfelf in favour of the weaker 
party, the haughty Araric, king of the Goths, in*- 
ftead of expedling the attack of the Legions, 
boldly pafled the DanuL**, and fpread terror and 
devaftatign through the province of Mrefia. To 
oppofe the inroad of this deftroying hoft, the aged 
emperor took the field in perfon ; but on this oc- 
cafion either his conduft or his fortune betrayed 
the glory which he had acquired in fo many for 

41 This hypothefis of a Vandal king reigning over Sarmatian fub- 
je6ls, feems neceffary to reconcile the Goth Jornandes with the Greek 
and Latin hiftorians of Conftantine. It may be obferved that Ifi- 
dore, who lived in Spain under the dominion of the Goths, gives 
them for enemies, not the Vandals, but the Sarmatians. See his 
ChjToniclc in Grotius, p. 709. 

9 reign 
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^j^HL^' reign and domeftic wars. He had the mortifica- 
iL,,-^- _r tion of feeing his troops fly before an inconlider- 
able detachment of the Barbarians, who piirfued 
them to the edge of their fortified camp, and ob- 
liged him to confult his fafety by a precipitate 
and ignominious retreat. The event of a fecond 
and more fuccefsfu! aftion retrieved the honour of 
tbc Roman name ; and the powers of art and dif- 
cipline prevailed, after an obftinate contefl:, over 
the efibrts of irregular valour. The broken army 
of the Goths abandoned the field of battle, the 
wafted province, and the pafTage of the Danube : 
and although the cldcft of the fons of Conftantinc 
A.p. 332» was permitted to fupply the place of his father, 
the merit of the viftory, which difiTufed univerfal 
joy, was afcribed to the aufpicious counfels of the 
emperor himfelf. 

He contributed, at leaft, to improve this advan- 
tage, by his negociations with the free and war- 
like people of Cherfonefus **, whofe capital fituate 
on the weftern coaft of the Tauric or Crimaean 
peninfula, ftill retained fomc veftiges of a Grecian 
colony, and was governed by a perpetual magi- 
ftrate, affifted by a council of fenators, emphati- 
cally ftyled the Fathers of the City. The Cher- 

44 I may ftand in need of fome apology for having \ifed, without 
fcruple, the authority of Conftantinc Porphyrogenitus, in all that 
relates to the wais and negociations of the Cherlbnites. I am aware 
that he was a Greek of the tenth century, and that his accounts of 
ancient hiftory are frequently confufed and fabulous. But on this 
occafion his narrative is, for the moft part, confiftent and probable ; 
nor is there much difficulty in conceiving that an emperor might have 
acccfs to fome fecret archives, which had efcaped the diligence of 
meaner hiftoiians. For the fituation and hiftory of Cherfone, fee 
, Peyflbnel des Peuples bajbaies qui ont habite les Bords du Danube, 

c. xvi. p. 84—^0. 
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fonites were animated againi: the Goths, by the C H A p. 
memory of the wars which, in the preceding cen- ^_ ^ _f 
tury, they had maintained with unequal forces 
againft the invaders of their country. They were 
connefled with the Romans by the mutual bene- 
fits of commerce; as they were fupplied from the 
provinces of Afia, with corn and manufaftures, 
which they purchafed with their only produdions, 
fait, wax, and hides. Obedient to the requifition 
of Conftanrine, they prepared, under the condudb 
of their magiftrate Diogenes, a confiderable army, 
of which the* principal ftrength confifted in crofs- 
bows and military chariots. The fpeedy march 
and intrepid attack of the Cherfonites, by divert- 
ing the attention of the Goths, affifted the opera- 
tions of the Imperial generals. The Goths, van- 
quilhed on every fide, were driven into the moun- 
tains, where, in the courfe of a fevere campaign, 
above an hundred thoufand were computed to have 
periftied by cold and hunger. Peace was at 
length granted to their humble fupplications -, the 
cldeft fon of Araric was accepted as the moft va- 
luable hoftage ; and Conftantine endeavoured to 
convince their chiefs, by a liberal diftribution of 
honours and rewards, how far the friendfhip of 
the Romans was preferable to their enmity. In 
the expreflions of his gratitude towards the faith- 
ful Cherfonites, the emperor was ftill more mag- 
nificent. The pride of the nation was gratified by 
the fplendid and almoft: royal decorations bellow- 
ed on their magiftrate and his fucceflbrs. A per- 
petual exemption from all duties was fl:ipulated 
for their veffels which traded to the ports of the 
Black Sea, A regular fubfidy was promifed, of 

iron. 
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^^ AP. iron, corn, oil, and of every fupply which could 
^-yl,^ be ufeful either in peace' or war. But it was 
thought that the Sarmatians were fufficiently re- 
warded by their deliverance from impending ruin j 
and the emperor, perhaps with too ftri6t an oeco- 
nomy, deduced fome part of the expences of the 
war from the cuftomary gratifications which were 
allowed to that turbulent nation. 
Expuifion Exafperated by this apparent negleft, the Sar- 
matiansr ^latians foon forgot, with the levity of Barbarians, 
A.D. 334. (fjg fervices which they had fo lately received, 
and the dangers which ftill threatened their fafety. 
Their inroads on the territory of the empire pro- 
yoked the indignation of Conftantine to leave 
them to their fate > and he no longer oppofed the 
ambition of Geberic, a renowned warrior, who 
had recently afcended the Gothic throne. Wifu- 
mar, the Vandal king, whilft alone and unaflift- 
ed, he defended his dominions with undaunted 
courage, was vanquiftied and flain in a decifive 
battle which fwept away the flower of the Sarma- 
tian youth. The remainder of the nation em- 
braced the defperate expedient of arming their 
flaves, a hardy race of hunters and herdfmen, by 
whofe tumultuary aid they revenged their defeat, 
and expelled the invader from their confines. 
But they foon difcovered that they had exchanged 
a foreign for a domeftic enemy, more dangerous 
and more implacable. Enraged by their former 
fervitude, elated by their prefent glory, the flaves, 
under the name of Limigantes, claimed and 
ufurped the pofTeirion of the country which they 
had faved. Their matters, unable to withftand 
the ungoverned fury of the populace, preferred 

the 
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the hardfliips of exile, to the tyranny of their fer- c H ap^ 
vants. Some of the fugitive Sarmatians folicited ■__ ^ '_f 
a lefs ignominious dependence, under the hoftile 
ftandard of the Goths. A more numerous band 
retired beyond the Carpathian mountains,, among 
the Quadi, their German allies, and were eafily ad- 
mitted to Iharc a fuperftuous wafte of uncultivated 
land. But the far greater part of the diftrefied 
nation turned their eyes towards the fruitful pro- 
vinces of Rome. Imploring the proteftion and 
forgivenefs of the emperor, they folemnly pro- 
mifed, as fubjefts in peace, and as foldicrs in 
war, the moft inviolable fidelity to the empire 
which fhould gracioufly receive them iirto its bo- 
fom. According to the maxinw adopted by Pro- 
bus and his fucceflbrs, the offers of this Barbarian 
colony were eagerly accepted j and a competent 
porliott of lands in the provinces of Pannonia^ 
Thrace, Macedonia, and Italy, were immediate- 
ly afligned for the habitation and fubiiflence of 
three hundred thoufand Sarmatians ^^ 

By chaftifing the pride of the Goths, and by Death and 
jiccepting the homage of a fuppliant nation. Con- co"nftan!^ 

tine, 

45 The Gothic and Sam^atian wars are related in fo broken and TmU ..?^^* 
imperfeft a manner, that I have been obliged to compare the follow- 
ing writers, who mutually fupply, correft and illuftrate each other, 
Thofe who will take the fame trouble, may acquire a right of cri- 
ticifing my narrative. Ammianus, 1. xvii. c. 12. Anonym. Vale- 
fian. p. 715. Eutropius, x, 7. Sextus Rufus de Provinciis, c. »6. 
Juiian. Orat. i. p. 9. and Spanheim Comment, p. 94.. Hieron3rm. 
in Chron. Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 6. Socrates, 1, 1. 
c. 18. Sozomen. 1. i. c. 8. Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 108. Jomandes de 
Reb. Cieticis, c. 22. lildorus in Chron. p. 709 j in Hlft. Gotho- 
rum Grotii. Conftantin. Porphyrogenitus de Adminiftrat. Imperiii 
€. 53. p. 2o8. edit. Meurfu. 

llantine 
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^xvn/' ftantine aflcrtcd the majefty of the Roman em^ 
w-yw pire^ and the ambaffadors of Ethiopia, Perfiay 
and the moft rcniote countries of India, congra- 
tulated the peace and profperity of his govern- 
ment *^ If he reckoned, among the favours of 
fortune, the death of his eldeft fon, of his ne- 
phew, and perhaps of his wife, he enjoyed an un- 
interrupted flow of private as well as public feli- 
city, till the thirtieth year of his reign ; a period 
which none of his predeceflTors, fince Auguftus, 
had been permitted to celebrate. Conftantinc 
furvived that folemn feftival about ten months ; 
and, at the mature age of fixty-four, after a fhort 
illnefs, he ended his memorable life at the palace 
A.D. 337, of Aquyrion, in the fuburbs of Nicomedia, whi- 
^^^ **• thcr he had retired for the benefit of th&' air, and 
with the hope of recruiting his cxhaufted ilrength 
by the ufe of the warm baths* The exceflive de- 
monftrations of grief, or at leaft of mourning, 
furpafled whatever had been praftifed on any for- 
mer occafion. Notwithftanding the claims of 
the fenate and people of ancient Rome, the corpfe 
of the deceafed emperor, according to his lafl: re- 
queft, was tranfported to the city, which was 
deftined to preferve the name and memory of its 
founder. The body of Conftantine, adorned 
with the vain fymbpls of greatnefs, the purple and 

4^ Eufebius (in Vlt. Conft. 1. iv. c. 50.) remarks three circura* 
fiances relative to thefe Indians, i. They catiie from the ihores of 
the eaftern ocean ; a defcription which might be applied to the eoaft 
of China or Coromandel. 2. They prefented (hining gems, and un- 
known animals. 3. They protefted their kings had erefted ftatues to 
reprefcnt the fupreme majefty of Conftantiue. 

diadem^ 
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diadem, was depofited on a golden bed in one of ^^^^* 
the apartments of the palace, which for that pur- ^- .^.^ 
pofe had been fplendidly furnifhed and illuminat- 
ed. The forms of the court were (Iriftly main- 
tained. Every day, at the appointed hours, the 
principal officers of the ftate, the army, and the 
houfehold, approaching the perfon of their fove- 
reign with bended kefe a nd a compofed counte- a^^^'/ 
nance, offered their refpedlful homage as ferioufly 
as if he had been ftill alive. From motives of po- 
licy, this theatrical reprefentation was for fomc 
time continued \ nor could flattery negleft the op- 
portunity of remarking that Conftantinc alone, by 
the peculiar indulgence of heaven, had reigned 
after his death *^. 

But this reign could fubfift only in empty pa- Pa6Vionsof 
geantry j and it was foon difcovered that the will ^^*^®^^' 
of the mod abfolute monarch is feldom obeyed, 
when his fubjefts have no longer any thing to 
hope from his favour, or to dread from his re* 
fentmcnt. The fame minifters and generals who 
bowed with fuch reverential awe before the inani« 
mate corpfe of their deceafcd fovereign, were en- 
gaged in fecret confultations to exclude his two 
nephews, Dalmatius and Hannibalianus, from the 
(hare which he had affigned them in the fucceffion 
of the ennpire. We are too imperfedly acquaint- 

47 Funus relatum in urbem fui nomini^, quod fane P. R. ^gerrime 
tulit. Aurelius Viflor. Conftantine had prepared for himfelf a 
ftately tomb in the church of the Holy Apoftles. Eufeb. 1. iv. c. 6o, 
The beft, and indeed almoft the only account of the iicknefs, deaths 
and funeral of Conftantine^ is contained in the fourth book of his 
iJdty byEufebiut. 

Vol. III. K -<d 
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CHAP, ed with the court of Conftantine to form any 

XVIII ... 

judgment of the real motives which influenced the 
leaders of !he confpiracy ; unlcfs we fliould fup- 
pofe that they were aduated by a fpirit of jealoufy 
and revenge againft the prasfeft Ablavius, a proud 
favourite, who had long direfted the counfels and 
abufed the confidence of the late emperor. The 
arguments, by which they folicited the concur- 
rence of the foldiers and people, are of a more 
obvious nature : and they might with decency, as 
well as truth, infill on the fuperior rank of the 
children of Conftantine, the danger of multiply- 
ing the number of foVereigns, and the impending 
mifchiefs which threatened the republic, from the 
difcord of fo many rival princes, who were not 
connefted by the tefider fynripathy of fraternal af- 
feftion. The intrigue was conduced with zeal 
and fccrecy, till a loud and. unanimous declara*^ 
tion was procured from the troops, that they 
would fuffer none except the fons of their lament- 
ed monarch, to reign over the Roman empire **• 
The younger Dalmatius, who was united with his 
collateral relations by the ties of friendfliip and 
intereft, is allowed to have inherited a confider- 
able (hare of the abilities of the great Conftantine ; 
but, on this occafion, he does not appear to have 
.concerted any meafures for fupporting, by arms, 
.the juft claims which himfelf and his royal bro- 
ther derived from the liberality of their uncle. 
Aftonilhed and overwhelmed by the tide of po- 

i>8 Eufebins (1. iv. c. 6.) terminates Iris narratire by this loyal 
declaration of the troops, and avQidt all the invicUout circumftancef 
•f the fubfequent malTacre. 

pular 
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pular fury, they feem to have remained without ^^^J^' 

the power of flight or of refiftance, in the hands < y-.,>i 

of their innplacable enemies. Their fate was 
fufpended till the arrival of Conftantiu«, the fe* 
, cond *% and perhaps the moft favoured, of the 
fons of Conftantine. 

The voice of the dyino; emperor had recom* ^afacrt. 

J 1 1 r t - r . I . ^ of the 

mended the care of his funeral to the piety of princes. 
Conljtantius 1 and that prince^ by the vicinity of 
his caftern ftation, could cafily prevent the dili- 
g^iaee of his brothers, who refided in their diftant 
government of Italy ind Gaul. As foon as he 
had taken poflcflion of the palace of Conftanti- 
iiople, his firft care was to remove the apprehen- 
lionsof his kinfmen, by a folemn oath, which he 
pledged for their fccurity. His next employment 
was to find fome fpccious pretence which might 
release hi« confcieiuse from the obligation of an 
imprudent promife. The arts of fraud were 
made fubfervient to the.dcfigns of cruelly } and a 
manifeft forgery was attefted by a perfon of the 
mofl: facrcd charafter. From the hands of the 
bifliop of Nicomedia, Gonftantius received a fa- 
tal fcroll> affirmed to be the genuine teftament of 
his fathers in which the emperor exprefled his 
fufpicions that he had been poiloned by his bro- 
thers i and conjured his fons to revenge his death, 

49 The charafler of Dalmatius is advantageoufly, though con- 
tifcly drawn by Eutropius (x. 9.). Dalmatius Caefar profperrima 
indole, neque patmo abiimilis, laud multo poft, oppreflus eft fa6lione 
tnilitari. As both Jerom and the Alexandrian Chronicle mention the 
third year of the Caefar, which did not commence till the i8th or 
ft4th of Septcpiber, A. D. ^37, it is certain that thefe military fac- 
fions continued above four months. 

K 2 and 
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^xvm^' and to confult their o^n fafety by the punifluneiit 
\^r^'^ of the guilty *\ Whatever reafons might have 
been alleged by thefe unfortunate princes to de- 
fend their life and honour againfl fo incredible an 
accufation^ they were filenccd by the furious cla- 
mours of the foldiers, who declared themfelves, at 
once^ their enemies, their judges, and their exe- 
cutioners. The fpirit, and even the forms of le-^ 
gal proceedings were repeatedly violated in a pro- 
mifcuous maflacre -, which involved the two uncles 
of Conftantius, feven of hiscoufins, of whom Dal- 
matius and Hannibalianus were the mofl: illuftri- 
ous, the Patrician Optatus, who had married a 
fitter of the late emperor, and the Praefeft Abla- 
vius, whofe power and riches had infpired him 
with fome hopes of obtaining the purple. If it 
were necefiary to aggravate the horrors of this 
bloody fcene, we might add, that Conftantius 
himfelf had efpoufed the daughter of his uncle 
Julius, and that he had beftowed his fifter in 
marriage on his coufin Hannibalianus. Thefe 
alliances, which the policy of Conftantine, re- 
gardlefs of the public prejudice **, had formed 

between 

50 I have related this fingular anecdote on the authority of Phi- 
loftorgius^ 1. ii. c. i6. But if fuch a pretext was ever ufed by Con- 
^ntine and his adherents^ it was laid afide with contempty as foon^ 
^s it had ferved their immediate purpofe. Athanafius (torn. i. 
p. 856.) mentions the oath which Conlbintius had taken for the &• 
«urity of his kinfmen. 

51 Conjugia fobrinarum diu ignorata, tempore addito percrebuiflc. 
Tacit. Annal. xii. 6. and Lipfius ad loc. The repeal of the ancient 
law, and the practice of five hundred years, were infufiicient tO 
eradicate the picjudices of the Romans ; who ftill confidered the 
marriages of couiins-german, as a fpecies of imperfeft inceft (Ati- 
guftin de CiTitate Dei, xv, 6.) i «ncl Julian, whQfe mind was biaffed 
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between the feveral branches of the Imperial ^^^^* 
houfe, ferved only to convince mankind^ that i_,-^-,V 
thefe princes were as cold to the endearments of 
conjugal affeftion, as they were infcnfiblc to the 
ties of confanguinity, and the moving entreaties 
of youth and innocence. Of fo numerous a fa* 
mily, Gallus and Julian alone, the two youngeft 
children of Julius Conftantius, were faved from 
the hands of the aflaflins, till their rage, fatiated 
with flaughter, had in fome meafure fubfided. . 
The emperor Conftantius, who, in theabfenceof 
his brothers, was the moft obnoxious to guilt and 
reproach, difcovcrcd, on fome future occafions, 
a faint and tranficnt remorfe for thofe cruelties 
which the perfidious counfels of his minifters, and 
the irrefiftible violence of the troops, had extorted 
from his unexperienced youth **. 

The maffacre of the Flavian race was fucceeded Divifionof 
by a new divifion of the provinces ; which was a!d?337I 

Sept. XI. 
by fuperftition and refentment, (ligmatizes thefe unnatural alliances 
between his own coufms with the opprobrious epithet of y»t*mv rt ev 
ymfAMf (Orat. vii. p. 228.). The jurifprudence of the canons hat 
iince revived and enforced this prohibition^ without being able to 
introduce it either into the civil or the common law of Europe. See 
on the fubjeft of thefe marriapes, Taylor's Civil Law, p, 331. 
Brouer de Jure Connub. 1, ii, c. iz, Hericourt des Loix Ecclefiaf* 
dques, part iii. c. gp Fleury Inftitutions du Droit Canonique^ 
torn. i. p. 331. Paris, X71S7, and Fra-Paolo Iftori^ del ConciliQ 
Trident. 1. viii. 

5» Julian (ad S. P, Q^Athen. p. 170.) charges hiscoufin Con- 
ftaptjus with the whple guilt of a maffacre, from which he himfelf 
fo narrowly efcaped. His aflertion is confirmed by Athanafius, who, 
for reafons of a very different nature, was not lefs an enemy of Con. 
ftantius (torn. i. p. S56.}. Zofimiis joins in the fame accufation* -^ 
But the three abbreviators, Eutropius apd the Victors, ufe very qua* 
lifying expreflions ; ^* finente potius qu^un jubeQte |** << incertum 
♦' quQ fyaforc ;" ♦♦ vi inilitum." 
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CHAP, ratified in d pcrfonal interview of the three bro-» 

XVIII 

y ' . thers. Conftantine, the eldcft of the CcefarSi ob-. 
taincd, with a certain pre-eminence of rank, the 
poffeflion of the new capital, which bore his own 
name and that of his father. Thrace, and the 
countries of the eaft, were allotted for thepatri-^ 
mony of Conttantius -, and Conftans was acknow- 
ledged as the lawful fovereign of Italy, Africa, 
and the weftern Illyricum. The armies fubmitted 
to their hereditary right; and they condefcendedj 
after fqme delay, to accept from the Roman fe- 
nate, the title of Auguftus. When they firft af-» 
fumed the reins of government, theeldeftof thefc 
princes was twenty-one, the fecond twenty, and 
the third only feventeen, years of age ". 
Sapor king While the martial nations of Europe followed 
A»D. 3^0. the ftandards of his brothers, Conftantius, at the 
head of the effeminate troops of Afia, was left to 
fuftain the weight of the Perfian war. At the 
deceafe of Conftantine, the throne of the eaft was 
filled by Sapor, fon of Hormouz, or Hormifdas, 
and grandfon of Narfes, who, after the viflory 
of Galerius, had humbly confefled the fuperiority 
of the Roman power. Although Sapor was in the 
thirtieth year of his long reign, he was ftill in the 
vigour of youth, as the date of his acceflion, by 
a very ftrange fatality, had preceded that of his 
birth. The wife of Hormouz remained pregnant 
%i the time of her hujband 'S death \ and the un-^ 

JJ Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantln, 1. iv. c. 69. Zofimus, 1. ". p- ii7* 
Idat. in Chron. See two notes of Tillemont, Hift. 4es Empercurs, 
fom. iv^. p. 1086— 1091. The reign of the eldeft brother at Con- 
(biptinople 19 noticed Qnly in the Aluandriaa Chronicle. 
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Certainty of the fex, as well as of the event, ex- c H A P. 
cited the ambitious hopes of the princes of the 
houfe of Saflan. The apprehenfions of civil war 
were at length removed, by the pofitive aflbrancc 
of the Magi, that the widow of Hormouz had 
conceived, and would fafely produce a fon. Obe- 
dient to the voice of fuperftition, the Pcrfians 
prepared, without delay, the ceremony of his co- 
ronation. A royal bed, on which the queen lay 
in (late, was exhibited in the midft of the palace j 
the diadem was placed on the fpot, which might; 
be fuppofed to conceal the future heir of Arta- 
xerxes, and the proftrate Satraps adored the ma- 
Jefty of their invifible and infenfible fovereign *\ 
If any credit can be given to this marvellous tale, 
which feems however to be countenanced by the 
manners of the people, and by the extraordinary 
duration of his reign, we muft admire not only 
the fortune, but the genius, of Sapor. In the 
fofc fequeftered education of a Perfian haram, the 
royal youth could difcover the importance of ex- 
ercifmg the vigour of his mind and body; and, 
by his perfonal merit, deferved a throne, on which 
he had been feated, while he was yet unconfcious 
of the duties and temptations of abfolute power. 
His minority was expofed to the almoft inevitable 
calamities of domeftic difcord; his capital was 

S^ Agathiasy wfao lived in the iixth century, is the author of thi» 
ftory (1. iv. p. 1J5. edit. Louvre). He derived his information 
from fome extrafls of the Perfian Chronicles, obtained and tranilated 
by the interpreter Sergius, xiuring his cmbaffy at that court. The 
coronation of the mother of Sapor is likewife mentioned by 
Schikard (Tarikh« p. is6.) and d*Herbelot (^Bibliodieque Orien* 
talc, p. 7^2'h 
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^xvm^' furprifed and plundered by Thair, a powerful 
w*— y-lj king of Yemen, or Arabia ; and the majefty of 
the royal family was degraded by the captivity of 
, a princefs, the fitter of the deceafed king. But 
as foon as Sapor attained the age of ncianhood^ 
the prefumptuous Thair, his nation, and his coun- 
try, fell beneath the firft efibrt of the young war- 
rior; who ufcd his viftory with fo judicious a 
mixture of rigour and clemency, that he obtained 
from the fears and gratitude of the Arabs, the 
tide of Vhoulacnafy or proteftor of the nation "• 
State of T^he ambition of the Perfian, to whom his ene- 

temhl^and ^^^^ afcribc the virtues of a foldier and a ftatef- 
Arraenia. man, was animated by the defire of revenging the 
difgrace of his fathers, and of wrefting from the 
hands of the Romans the five provinces beyond 
the Tigris. The military fame of Conftantine, 
and the real or apparent ftrength of his govern* 
ment, fufpended the attack j and while the hof- 
tile conduft of Sapor provoked the refentment, 
his artful negociations amufed the patience of the 
Imperial court. The death of Conftantine was 
the fignal of war ^*, and the aftual condition of 
the Syrian and Armenian frontier, feemed to en- 
courage the Pcrfians by the profpedb of a rich 
fpoil, and an eafy conqueft. The example of the 
xnaffacres of the palace, diffufed a fpirit of liccn" 

* 55 D'Hcrbclot, Bibliotbeque Orientaley p. 764. 

5^ Sextus Rufus (c. »6.)» who on this occailon is nQ cpnteApt- 
ible authority, affirms, that the Perfians fued in vain for peace, and 
that Conftantine was preparing to march againft them : yet the fu* 
pcriof weight of the teftimony of Eufebius, obliges us to admit th« 
preliminaries, if not the ratification, of the treaty. See Tilleroont> 
Htft. des Empereurs^ torn. iv. p. 4.10. 

3 tioufnefs 
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tioufncfs and fcdition among the troops of the ^^^^• 
caft, who were no longer reftrained by their ha- ^ ^- ^ 
bits of obedience to a veteran commander. By 
the prudence of Conftantius, who, from the in- 
terview with his brothers in Pannonia, imme-» 
diately haftencd to the banks of the Euphrates, 
the legions were gradually reftored to a fenfe of 
duty and difcipline ; but the fcafon of anarchy 
had permitted Sapor to form the fiege of Nifibis, 
and to occupy fcveral of the moft important fort- 
refles of Mefopotamia "• In Armenia, the re- 
nowned Tiridatcs had long enjoyed the peace and 
glory which he deferved by his valour and fidelity 
to the caufc of Rome. The firm alliance which 
he maintained with Conftantine, was produftive 
of fpiritual as well as of temporal benefiits : by 
the converfion of Tiridates, the charaftcr of a 
faint was applied to that of a hero^ the Qhriftian 
faith was preached and eftabliihed from the Eu^ 
phrates to the fhores of the Cafpian, and Armenia 
was attached to the empire by the double ties of 
policy and of religion. But as many of the Ar- 
menian nobles ftill refufed to abandon the plu- 
rality of their gods and of their wives, the pub- 
lic tranquillity was difturbed by a difcontented 
fadion> which infulted the feeble age of their 
fovereign, and impatiently expefted the hour of 
his death. He died at length after a reign of aJ). 34*. 
fifty-fix years, and the fortune of the Armenian 
monarchy expired with Tiridates. His lawful 
heir was driven into exile, the Chriftian priefts 

57 Julian. Orat. i. p. 20. 

were 
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CHAP, were either murdered or expelled from their 
churches, the barbarous tribes of Albania were 
foliciced to dcfcend from their mountains ; and 
two of the moft powerful governors, ufurping the 
cnfigns or the powers of royalty, implored the 
affiftance of Sapor, and opened the gates of their 
cities to the Perfian garrifons. The Chriftian 
party, under the guidance of the archbiftiop of 
Artaxata, the immediate fucceflbr of St. Gregory 
the Illuminator, had recourfe to the piety of Con- 
ftantius. After the troubles had continued about 
three years, Antiochus, one of the officers of the 
houfchold, executed with fuccefs the Imperial 
commiffion of reftoring Chofroes, the fon of Ti- 
ridates, to the throne of his fathers, of diftribut- 
ing honours and rewards among the faithful fer- 
vants of the houfe of Arfaces, and of proclaiming 
a general amnefty, which was accepted by the 
greater part of the rebellious Satraps. But the 
Romans derived more honour than advantage 
from this revolution. Chofroes was a prince of a 
puny ftature, and a pufillanimous fpirit. Un- 
equal to the fatigues of war, averfe to the fociety 
of mankind, he withdrew from his capital to a re- 
tired palace, which hebuilt on the banks of the river 
Eleutherus, and in the centre of a fliady grove; 
where he confumed his vacant hours in the rural 
fports of hunting and hawking. To fecure this 
inglorious eafe, he fubmitted to the conditions of 
peace which Sapor c^ndefcended to impofe j the 
payment of >an annual tribute, and the reftitution 
of the fertile province of Atropatene, which the 

courage 
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courage of Tiridates, and the viftorious arm's chap. 
of Galerius, had annexed to the Armenian mo- 
narchy ^*. 

During the long period of the reign of Con- The Per- 
ftantius, the provinces of the eaft were afflifted ^^^irD/ 
by the calamities of the Perfian war. The irre- 337-360W 
gular incurfions of the light troops alternately 
fpread terror and devaftation beyond the Tigris, 
and beyond the Euphrates, from the gates of 
Ctefiphon to thofe of Antioch -, and this aftive 
fervicc was performed by the Arabs of the defert, 
who were divided in their intereft and afFedHons 1 
fome of their independent chiefs being cnlifted in 
the party of Sapor, whilft others had engaged 
their doul?tful fidelity to the emperor '^ The 
nior€ grave and important operations of the war 
were conducted with equal vigour ; and the ar- 
mies of Rome and Perfia encountered each other 
in nine bloody fields, in two of which Conftantius 
himfelf commanded in perfon*'^ The event of f?"lc<^ 

Singara, 

the A.D. 34J, 

^8 Julian. Orat, i. p. lo, 21, Mofes of Chorene, I. ii. c. 89. 
I, iii. c. 1—9. p. 126 — 240. The perfeft agreement between 
the vague hints of the contemporary orator, and the circumftantial 
narrative of the national hiftorian» gives light to the former, and 
weight to the latter. For the credit of Mofes it may be likewife ob- 
ferved, that the name of Antiochus is found a few years before in a 
civil office of inferior dignity. See Godefroy, Cod. Theod. tom# vi. 
p. 350. ^ 

59 Ammianus (xiv. 4.) gives a lively defcription of the wandering 
and praedatory life of the Saracens, who ftretched from the confines 
of Aflyria to the catarafts of the Nile. It appears from the adven- 
tures of Malchus, which Jerom has related in fo entertaining a man-f 
ner, that the high road between Beraea and EdelTa was infefted by 
thefe robbers. See Hieronym. tom. i. p. 256. 

*o We (hall take from Eutropius the general idea of the war 
(x, 10.). A Ferfis eniro roulta et gravia perpeffus> fappe captis op- 

|>idiS| 
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CHAP, the day was moft commonly adverie to the Ro- 

XVIII • 

^^^-* » mans, but in the battle of Singara, their impru- 
dent valour had almoft atchicved a fignal and de- 
cifivc victory. The ftationary troops of Singara 
retired oa the approach of Sapor, who pafTed the 
Tigris over three bridges, and occupied near the 
village of Hilleh an advantageous cannp, which, 
by the labour of his numerous pioneers, he fur- 
rounded in one day with a deep ditch, and a lofty 
rampart. His formidable hoft, when it was drawn 
out in order of battle, covered the banks of the 
river, the adjacent heights, and the whole extent 
of a plain of above twelve miles, which feparatcd 
the two armies. Both were alike impatient to 
engage ; but the Barbarians, after a flight refift- 
ance, fled in diforder ; unable to reflfl:, or de- 
iirous to weary, the ft:rength of the heavy legions, 
who, fainting with heat and tliirfl:, purfued them 
acrofs the plain, and cut in pieces a line of ca- 
valry, clothed in complete armour, which had 
been pofted before the gates of the camp to pro- 
^ teft their retreat, Confl:antius, who was hurried 
along in the purfuit, attempted, without cflfeft, 
to refl:rain the ardour of his troops, by reprefcnt- 
ing to them the dangers of the approaching night, 

pidis, obfefHs urbibus, capHs exercitibus, nullumque el contra Sa* 
porem profperum pi*slium fuit, nifi quod apud Singaram, &c. This 
honeft account is conBrmed by the hints of Aminianus, Rufus, and 
Jerom- The two firft orations of Julian, and the third oration of 
Libanius, exhibk a more flattering pifture ; but the recantation of 
both thofe oi-ators, after the death of Conftantius, while it reftores 
us to the poffcflion of the truth, degrades their own charafler, and 
that of the emperor. The commentary of Spanheim on the firft ora-f 
tion of Julian is profufely learned. See likewife the judicious ob** 
fervations of Tillemont, Hift, des Empereurs^^ torn. iv» p. 6^6, 

and 
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find the certainty of completing their fticcefs with ^^f^^^* 
the return of day. As they depended much more ■_ ^ 'j* 
on their own valour, than on the experience or the 
abilities of their chief, they filcnced by their cla- 
mours his timid remonftrances -, and rufliing with 
fury to the charge, filled up the ditch, broke 
down the rampart, and difperfed thcmfelvca 
through the tents, to recruit their exhaufted 
ftrength, and to enjoy the rich harveft of their 
labours. But the prudent Sapor had watched the 
moment of vidory. His army, of- which the 
greater part, fecurely polled on the heights, had 
been fpedlators of the adion, advanced in filence, 
and under the (hadow of the night; and his Per- 
fian archers, guided by the illumination of the 
camp, poured a fhower of arrows on a difarmed 
and licentious crowd. The fincerity of hiftory ** 
declares, that the Romans were vanquilhed with a 
dreadful (laughter, and that the flying remnant 
of the legions was expofed to the moft intolerable 
hardfhips. Even the tendernefs of panegyric, 
confeffing that the glory of the emperor was ful- 
lied by the difobedience of his foldiers, chufes to 
draw a veil over the circumfl:ances of this melan- 
choly retreat. Yet one of thofe venal orators, fo 
jealous of the fame of Conitantius, relates with 
amazing cool nefs, an a6l of fuch incredible cruelty, 
as, in the judgment of pofterity, muft imprint a 
far deeper (lain on the honour of the Imperial 
name. The fon of Sapor, the heir of his crown, 

** Acerrimi no^xirna concertatione pugnatum eft, noftroninj 
copils indent! ftrage confoflis. Ammian. xvlii. 5. See likewife Eu- 
tiroplusy X. to, and S. Rufus^ c, 27, 

had 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



144 THE DECLINE ANt) PALt 

c ^iji^' had been made a captive in the Perfian campi 
L -,- _' The unhappy youth, who niight have excited the 
compaffion of the mofl: favage enemy, was fcourg* 
cd, tortured, and publicly executed by the inhu- 
man Romans **. 
Sieec of Whatever advantages might attend the arms of 
Sapor in the field, though nine repeated viftories 
diffufed among the nations the fame of his valour 
and conduft, be could not hope to fucceed in the 
execution of his defigns, while the fortified towns 
of Mefop6tamia, and above all, the ftrong, and 
antient city of Nifibis, remained in the poflcf- 
fion of the Romans. In the fpacc of twelve years, 
Nifibis, which, fince the time of Lucullus, had 
been defervedly efteemed the bulwark of the eaft, 
A.D. 338. fuftained three men^orable fieges againft the .power 
34- . 35«- ^ Sapor ; and the difappointed monarch, after 
urging his attacks above fixty, eighty, and an 
hundred days, was thrice repulfed with *lofs and 
ignominy **'. This large and populous city was 
fituate about two days journey from the Tigris^ 
in the midft of a pleafant and fertile plain at the 
foot of mount Mafius. A treble inclofure of 
brick walls was defended by a deep ditch ^* ; and 

the 

^ Libanius, Drat. iii. p. 153. with JuUan. Orat. i. p, 24.. and 
Spanheim's Commentary, p. 179. 

^J See Julian. Orat. i. p. 27. Orat. ii. p. 62, &c. with the Com^ 
mentary of Spanheim (p. 188— 202. )> ^ho illuftrates the circum- 
ilancesy and afcertains the time of the three fieges of Nifibis. Their 
dates are likewife examined by Tiilemont (Hift. des Empereursj 
torn, iv, p. 668. 671. 674.) • Something is added from Zofimusj 
1. iii, p. 151. and the Alexandrian Chronicle, p. 290. 

*4 Sailuft. Fi-agment. IxXxiv. edit. Brofles, and Plutarch in Lu- 

cull. tom. iii* p. 184. Nifibis is now reduced to one hundred and 

fifty boufes i the maifhy lands produce nce> and the fertile meadowtf» 

5 *• 
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the intrepid refiftance oF Count Lucilianus, and ^Ji^/* 
his garrifon> was feconded by the defperate cou- 
rage of the people. The citizens of Nifibis were 
animated by the exhortations of their bifliop *% in- 
ured to arms by the prefence of danger, and con* 
vinced of the intentions of Sapor to plant a Per- 
fian colony in their room, and to lead them away 
into diftant and barbarous captivity. The event 
of the two former lieges elated their confidence j 
and exafperated the haughty fpirit of the Great 
King, who advanced a third time towards Nifi- 
bis, at the head of the united forces of Perfia and 
India. The ordinary machines, invented to bat-», 
ter or undermine the walls, were rendered inef- 
feftual by the fuperior (kill of the Romans 5 and 
many days had vainly elapfed, when Sapor em- 
braced a refolution worthy of an eaftern monarchal 
who believed that the elements themfelves were 
fubjeft to* his power. At the dated feafon of the 
melting of the fnows in Armenia, the river Myg- 
doilius, which divides the plain and the city of 
JJ'ifibis, forms, like the Nile *% an innundation 

as far as Moful and the Tigris, are covered witli the ruins of towns 
and villages. See Niebuhr, Voyages, torn. ii. p. 300 — 309. 

^5 The miracles which Theodoret (1. ii. c. 30.) afcribes to St, 
James, biOiop of Edefla, were at leaft performed in a worthy caufc, 
the defence of his country. He appeared on the walls under the 
figure of the Roman emperor, and fent an army of gnats to (ling 
the trunks of the elephants, and to difcomfit the hoft of the new 
Senacherib. 

^^ Julian, Orat. i. p. 27* Though Niebuhr (torn. ii. p. 307.) al J 
lows a very confiderable fwell to the Mygdonius, over which he faw 
a bridge of tv>ehe arches ; it is difficult, however, to underftand this 
paraUel of a trifling rivulet with a mighty river. There are many 
circumftances pbfcure, and almoft unintelligible, in the dcfcription of 
thefe ftupendous water-works. 

over 
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^xrm^* ov^r the adjacent country. By the labour of the 
^ ^ * ' Pcrfians, the courfc of the river was (lopped be- 
low the town, and the waters were confined on 
every fide by folid mounds of earth. On this ar- 
tificial lake, a fleet of armed veflcls, filled with 
foldicrs, and with engines which difchargcd ftones 
of five hundred pounds weight, advanced in or- 
der of battle, and engaged, almoft upon a level, 
the troops which defended the ramparts. The 
irrefiftible force of the waters was alternately fatal 
to the contending parties-, till at length a portion 
of the walls, unable to fuftain the accumulated 
preflure, gave way at once, and expofed an ample 
breach of one hundred and fifty feet. The Per- 
fians were inftantly driven to the aflault, and the 
fate of Nifibis depended on the event of the day. 
The heavy-armed cavalry, who led the van of a 
deep column, were embarraffed in the mud, and 
great numbers were drowned in the unfcen holes 
which had been filled by the rufhing waters. The 
elephants, made furious by their wounds, encreaf- 
ed the diforder, and trampled down thoufands of 
the Perfian archers. The Great King, who from 
an exalted throne beheld the misfortunes of his 
^rms, founded, with reludlant indignation, the 
fignal of the retreat, and fufpended for fome hours 
the profecution of the attack. But the vigilant 
citizens improved the opportunity of the night ; 
and the return of day difcovered a new wall of fix 
feet in height, rifing every moment to fill up the 
interval of the breach. Notwithftanding the dif- 
appointment of his hopes, and the lofs of more 
than twenty thoufand men. Sapor ftill preflcd the 

redu&ion 
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rcdu<5^ion of Nifibis with an obllinatc fifmnefs, ^Jir^,^' 
Which could have yielded only to the neceflitjr of s^ .y Lm 
defending the eaftern provinces of Pcrlia againft 
a formidable invafion of the Maffagetae *\ Alarm- 
ed by this intclligencej he haftily relinquifhed the 
fiege, and marched with rapid diligenci^ from the 
banks of the Tigris to thpfe of the Oxus. The 
danger and difficulties of the Scythian war en- 
gaged him foon afterwards to conclude, or at 
lead to bbferve> a truce with the Roman em- 
peror, which was equally grateful to both princes j 
as Conftantius himfelfj after the deaths of his two 
brothers, was involved, by the revolutions of the 
weft, in a civil conteft, which required and feem- 
ed to exceed the moft vigorous exertion of his un- 
divided ftrcngth. 

After the partition of the empire, three years ^J^il war, 
had fcarcely ekpfed^ before the fons of Conftan- ofCon- 
tine feemcd impatient to convince mankind that a.d^o^o, 
they were incapable of contenting themfelves March. 
with the dominions which they were unqualified 
to govern. The eldeft of thofe princes foori 
complained^ that he was defrauded of his juft 
proportion of the fpoils of their murdered kinf. 
men ; and though he might yield to the fuperior 
guilt and merit of Conftantius, he exaifled from 
Conftans the ceffion of the African provinces, as 
an equivalent for the rich countries of Macedo- 
nia and Greece, which his brother had acquired 

67 We are obliged to Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xiii. p. 11.) for this 
invafion of the Maffagetae, which is perfe6Uy confiftent with tile ge- 
nei-al feries of events, to which we are darkly led by the broken 
hiftoiy of Ammianus, 

Voi. III. L by 
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chAP* by the death of Dalmatius, The want of fin- 
cerity, which Conftantine experienced in a te- 
dious and fruitlqfs negociation, exafperated the 
fiercencfs of his temper ; and he eagerly liftened 
to thofe favourites, who fuggefted to hini that his 
honour, as well as his intereft, was concerned in 
the profecution of the quarreL At the head of a 
tuaiukuary band, fuited for rapine rather than 
for conqueft, he fuddenly broke into the domi- 
nions of Conftans, by the way of the Julian Alps, 
and the country round Aquileia felt the firft ef-- 
fedts of his refentment. The meafures of Con- 
ftans, who then refided in Dacia, were direfted 
with more prudence and ability. On the news 
of his brother's invafion, he detached a feleft and 
difciplined body of his Illyrian troops, propofing 
to follow them in perfon with the remainder of 
his forces. But the conduft of his lieutenants 
foon terminated the unnatural conteft. By the 
artful appearances of flight, Conftantine was be- 
trayed into an ambufcade,. which had been con- 
cealed in a. wood, where the rafh youth, with a 
few attendants, was furprifed, furrounded, and 
flain. His body, after it had been found in the 
obfcure ftream of the Alfa, obtained the honours 
of an Imperial fepulchre ; but his provinces tranf- 
ferred their allegiance to the conqueror, who, re- 
fufing to admit his elder brother Conftantius to 
any ftiare in thefe new acquifitions, maintained 
the undifputed pofleflion of more than two-thirds 
of the Roman empire ". 

The 

63 The caufcs and the events of this civil war are related with 
much perplexity and conti^di^ion. I have chiefly followed Zo- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Of tHE ROMAN EMPIRE. 147 

The fate of Conftans himfelf was delayed about chap. 
ten years longer, and the revenge of his brother's ._ _ - ' ^ 
death was referved for the more ignoble hand of Murder of 

, , - Conftans, 

a domeflic traitor. The piernicious tendency dt a.d. 350, 
the fyftem introduced by Gonftantine, was dif- ^^^^"^O- 
played in the feeble adminiftration of his fonsj 
who, by their vices and weaknefs, foori loft the 
cfteem and affeftions of their people. The pride 
affunned by Conftans> from the unmerited fuccefs 
of his arms, was rendered more contemptible by 
his want of abilities and application. His fond 
partiality towards fome German captives, diftin- 
guifhed only by the charms of youth, was an ob- 
jedof fcandal to the people ^^; and Magnentius, 
an ambitious foldier, who was himfelf of Barbarian 
extraftion, was encouraged by the public difcon- 
tent to affert the honour of the Roman name ^^ 
The chofen bands of Jovians and Herculians, 
who acknowledged Magnentius as their leaderi 
maintained the moft refpeftable and important 

naras, and the younger Viftor. The monody (ad calcem Eutrop. 
edit. Havercamp.) pronounced on the death of Conftantine, might 
have been very inftruftive 5 but prudence and falfe tafte engaged the 
orator to involve himfelf in vague declamation. 

69 Quarum (gentium) obfides pretio quaefitos pueros venuftiores, 
quod cultius habuerat, libidine hujiifmodi arfilfe pro certo habetur. 
Had not the depraved tafte of Conftans been publicly avowed, the 
elder Viftor, who held a confiderable office in his brother's reign, 
would not have afferted it in fuch pofitive terms. 

70 Julian. Drat. i. and ii. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 134. Viftor in Epi- 
tome. There is reafon to believe that Magnentius was born in one 
of thofe Barbarian colonies which Conftantius Chlorus had eftabllfti- 
ed in Gaul (See this Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 132.). His behaviour may 
remind us of the patriot earl of Leicefter, the famous Simon d^ 
Montfort, who could perfuade the good people of England, that he, 
a Frenchman by biith, had taken arms to deliver them from foreig^ 
favourites. 

L 2 flatioa 
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^xvm^' ftation rn the Imperial camp. The friendfbip of 
MarcellinuSy count of the facred largefles, fup- 
plied with a liberal hand the means of fedudionv 
The foldiers were convinced by the moft fpccious 
arguments, that the republic iummoned them to» 
break the bonds of hereditary fervitude ;. and, by 
the choice of an acflive and vigilant prince, to re- 
ward the fame virtues which had raifed the an- 
ceftors of the degenerate Conftans from a pri- 
vate condition to the throne of the world.. As 
foon as the confpiracy was ripe for execution, 
Marcellinus, under the pretence of cckbrating 
his fon's birth-day, gave a fplendid entertainment 
to the illtijirious and honourable perfons of the court 
of Gaul, which then refided in the city of Autun* 
The intemperance of the feaft was artfully pro- 
traded till a very late hour of the night > and the 
unfufpefting giaefts were tempted to indulge 
themielves in a dangerous and guilty freedom of 
convcrfatiort. On a fuddcn the doors were thrown 
open, and Magnentius, who had retired for a 
few moments, returned into the apartment, in- 
vefted with the diadem and purple. The con- 
fpirators inftantly faluted him with the titles of 
Auguftus and Emperor, The furprife, the ter-' 
For, the intaxication, the ambitious hopes, and 
the mutual ignorance of the reft of the aflembly, 
prompted them to join thei-r voices to the general 
acclamation. The guards haftcned to take the 
oath of fidelity j. the gates of the town were (hut *, 
and before the dawn of day, Magnentius became 
matter of the troops and treafure of the palace and 
city of Autun. By his fecrecy and diligence he 

entertained 
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entertained fome hopes of furprifing the perfon chap. 
of Conftans, who was purfuing in the adjacent fo- ' — y-^ 
reft his favourite amufennent of hunting, or per- 
haps fome pleafures of a more private and cri*^ 
minal n'ature. The rapid progrefs of fame al?- 
lowed him, however, an inftant for flight, though 
the defertion of his foldiers and fubjefts deprived 
him of the power of refiftance. Before he could 
reach a fca-port in Spain, where he intended to 
embark, he was overtaken near Hekna^', at the 
foot of the Pyrenees^ by a party of light cavalry^ 
whofe chief, regardlefs of the fanftity of a temple, 
^executed his comraiflion by the murder of the fon 
of Conftantine^*. 

As foon as the death of Conftans had decided Magnen- 
this eafy but important revolution, the example of vetrank) 
the court of Autun was imitated by the provinces ^^'"njethe 

purple, 

of the weft. The authority of Magnentius was a.d. 350, 
.acknowledged through the whole exte;it of the ^^^^ ** 
two great prasfeftures of Gaul and Italy i and the 
ufurper prepared, by every aft of oppreffion, tp 
colleft a treafure, which might difcharge the ob- 
ligation of an immenfe donative, and fupply the 
^xpences of a civil war. The martial countries 

71 This ancieDtcity had once ^ouniked under the name of Ilr 
liberis (Pomponius Mela, it, 5.). The munificence of Conftantine 
gave it new fplendor, and his mother's name. Helena (it is ftiU 
called Elne) became the feat of a bifhop, who long afterwards trans- 
ferred his refidence to Perpignan, the capital of modern Koufillon. 
See d'Anville Notice de I'Anciennc Gaule, p. 380. Longueruc 
Pefcription de la France, p, 223. and the Marca Hiipanica, 1. i. 
c. 2. 

7* Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 119, 120. Zonaras, torn. ii. 1. xiii, p. 13. 
jStpd the Abbreviators, 

hn of 
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^xvm^' oflllyricum, from the Danube to the extremity 
of Greece, had long obeyed the government of 
Vetranio, an aged general, beloved for the fim- 
plicity of his manners, and who had acquired 
fome reputation by his experience and fervices in 
war ". Attached by habit, by duty, and by gra- 
titude, to the houfe of Conftantine, he imme- 
diately gave the ftrongeft affurances to the only 
furviving fon of his late matter, that he would 
expofe, with unlhaken fidelity, his perfon and his 
troops, to inflift a juft revenge on the traitors of 
Gaul. But the legions of Vetranio were feduced, 
rather than provol^ed, by the example of rebel- 
lion s their leader foon betrayed a want of firm- 
nefs, or a want of fincerity -, and his ambition de- 
rived a fpecious pretence from the approbation 
of the princefs Conftantina. That cruel and 
afpiring woman, who had obtained from the great 
Conftantine her father the rank of Augujta^ placed 
the diadem with her own hands on the head of the 
lllyrian general i and feemed to expedl from his 
victory, the accomplifhment of thofe unbounded 
hopes, of which (he had been difappointed by the 
death of her hufband Hannibalianus. Perhaps it 
was without the confent of Conftantina, that the 
new emperor formed a neceflkry, though difho- 
nourable, alliance with the ufurper of the weft, 

7? Eiitropius (x. lo.) defciibes Vetranio with more temper, and 
probably with more truth, than cither of the two Vi6>ors. Vetranio 
was born of obfcure parents in the wildt-ft parts of Masfia j and fo 
juiich had "his education been negl.e^led, that, after his elevation, he 
liudied the alphabet. 

. whofe 
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whofe purple was fo recently ftained with her ^^(tj^* 
brother's blood ^*. 1 — ,^— Ir 

The intelligence of thefe important events, Conftan- 
which fo deeply afFefted the honour and fafety of to treat, 
the Imperial houfe, recalled the arms of Conftan- ^-^-^so- 
tius from the inglorious profecution of the Perfian 
war. He recommended the care of the eaft to 
his lieutenants, and afterwards to his coufin Cal- 
lus, whom he raifed from a prifon to a throne -, 
and marched towards Europe, with a mind agi- 
tated by the conflift of hope and fear, of grief 
and indignation. On his arrival at Heraclea in 
Thrace, the emperor gave audience to the am- 
baffadors of Magnentius and Vetranio. The firfl: 
author of the <:onfpiracy, Marcellinus, who in 
fome meafure had bcftowed the purple on his 
new mafter, boldly accepted this dangerous com- 
mifllon ; and his three colleagues were feleded 
from the illuftrious perfonages of the (late and- 
army. Thefe deputies were inftrufted to foothe 
the refentment, and to alarm the fears, of Con- 
ftantius. They were empowered to offer him 
the friendfhip and ailianee of the weftern princes, 
to cement their union by a double marriage; of 
Conftantius with the daughter of Magnentius, 
and of Magnentius himfelf with the ambitious 
Conftantinai and to acknowledge in the treaty 
the pre-eminence of rank, which might juftly be 
claimed by the emperor of the eaft. Should pride 
afid miftaken piety urge him to refufc thefe cqui- 

74 The doubtful, fluctuating conduft of Vetranio is defcribed by 
Julian in his firft oration, ai>d accurately explained by Spanheiip, 
s^ho difcufFes the fituation and behaviour of Conftantina. 

,L 4 table 
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Scvm^" ^*^'^ condition?, the ambaffadors were ordered 
to expatiate on the inevitable ruin which muft at- 
tend his ralhnefs, if he ventured to provoke the 
Ibvereigns of the weft to exert their fuperior 
ftrength ; and to employ againft him that valour^^ 
thofe abilities, and thofe legions, to which the 
houfe of Conftantine had been indebted for fo 
many triumphs. Such propofitions and fuch ar- 
guments appeared to deferve the moft ferious at- 
tention j| the anfwer of Conftantius was deferred 
till the next day j and as he had reflefted on the 
importance of juftifying a civil war in the opinioq 
of the people, he thus addrefled his council, wh<> 
liftened with real or afFedcd credulity : " Laft 
^' night,'* faid he^ 'T after I retired to reft, thp 
^' fliade of the great Conftantine, embracing the 
f* corpfe of my murdered brother, rofe before my 
" eyes ; his well-known voice awakened me tq 
^* revenge, forbade me to defpairof the republic, 
*' and affured me of the fuccefs and imn[K)rtai 
'* glory which would crown the juftice of my 
f* arms." The authority of fuch a vifion, or r^^- 
ther of the prince who alleged it, filenced every 
fioubt, and excluded all ncgociation. The igno- 
minious terms of peace were rejefted with difdain. 
One of the ambafladors of the tyrant was dif- 
mifled with the haughty anfwer of Conftantius j 
his colleagues, as unworthy of the privileges of 
the law of pations, were put in irons ; and the 
^contending powers prepared to wage an impla- 
cable war ". 

75 See Peter the Patrician, in theExcerpta Legntlonum, p. 27. 

Such 
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Such was the condud, and fuch perhaps was chap. 

XVIII. 

the duty, of the brother of Condons towards the V 

perfidious ufurper of Gaul. The fuuation and ^^pofes 
character of Vetranio admitted of pnilder mea- a.d. 350, 
furcs ; and the policy of the eaftern emperor was ^^' *^' 
djrcftcd to difu.nitc his antagonifts, and to fcpa- 
rate the forces of lUyricum from the caufe <>( re- 
bellion. It was an eafy talk to deceive the frank- 
nefs and fimplicity of Vetranio, who, fluduating 
fome tiinc between the oppofue views of honour 
and interelt, difplayed to the world the infincerity 
of his temper, and was infenGbly engaged in the 
fnares of an artful negociation. Conftantius ac- 
knowledged him as a legitimate and equal col- 
league in the empire, on condition that he would 
renounce his difgraceful alliance with Magnen- 
pus, and appoint a place of interview on the fron- - 
tiers of their refpedive provinces i where they 
might pledge their friendlhip by mutual vows of 
fidelity, and regulate by common confent the fu- 
ture operations of the civil war. In confequence 
of this agreement, Vetranio advanced to the city 
of Sardica^^, at the head of twenty thoufand 
horfe, and of a more numerous body of infantry ; 
a power io far fuperjor to the forces of Conftan- 
tius, that the Illyrian emperor appeared to com- 
mand the life and fortunes of his rival, who, de- 
pending on the fuccefs of his private negocia- 
fions, had feduced the troops, and undermined 

7^ Zonaras, torn. ii. 1. xiii. p. 16. The pofition of Sardica, near 
t^e modern city of Sophia, appears better fuited to this interview than 
the fituation of cither Naiflus or Sirmiuin^ where it is placed by 
Terom> Socnu^s, and Sozomfn. 

'"■ "•■•■• the . 
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^xvm^* the throne, of Vetranio. The chiefs, who had 
fecretly embraced the party of Conftantius, pre- 
pared in his favour a public fpedlacle, calculated 
to difcover and inflame the paffions of the multi- 
tude". The united armies were commanded to 
aflemble in a large plain near the city. In the 
centre, according to the rules of ancient difci- 
pline, a military tribunal, or rather fcaftbld, was 
creftcd, from whence the emperors were accuf- 
tomed, on folemn and important occafions, to 
harangue the troops. The well-ordered ranks of 
Romans and Barbarians, with drawn fwords, or 
with erefted fpcars, the fquadrons of cavalry, and 
the cohorts of infantry, diftinguifhed by the va- 
riety of their arms and enfigns, formed an im- 
menfe circle round the tribunal ; and the atten- 
tive filence which they preferved was fometimcs 
interrupted by loud burfts of clamour or of ap- 
plaufe. In the prefence of this formidable aflem- 
bly, the two emperors were called upon to explain 
the fituation of public, affairs: the precedency of 
rank wasyieldcd to the royal birjth of Conftantius; 
and though he was indifferently fkilled in the arts 
of rhetoric, he acquitted .himfelf, under thefe 
difficult circumflances, with firmnefs, dexterity, 
and eloquence. The firft part of his , oration 
feemed to be pointed only againft the tyrant of 
Gaulj but while he tragically lamented the cruel 
murder of Conftans, he infinuated, that none, 
except a brother, couid claim a right to the fuc- 

77 See the two firft orations of Julian, particularly p. .51. ; and 
Zoiimus, 1. ii. p. 122. The diftinft narratiVe of thehiftorian ferves 
to illuftrate the diffufe, but vague, defcriptions of the orator. 

celTion 
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ceflion of his brother. He difplayed, with fome ^ ^^j^' 
complacency, the glpries of his Imperial racej 
and recalled to the memory of the troops, the va- 
lour, the triumphs, the liberality of the great 
Conftantine, to whofe fons they had engaged their 
allegiance by an oath of fidelity, which the in- 
gratitude of his moft favoured fervants had tempt- 
ed them to violate. The officers, who furrounded 
the tribunal, and were inftruAed to aft their parts 
in this extraordinary fcene,confe{red the irrefiftiblc 
power of reafon and eloquence, by faluting the 
emperor Conftantius as their lawful fovercign. 
The contagion of loyalty and repentance was 
communicated from rank to rank -, till the plain 
of Sardica refounded with the univerfal acclama- 
tion of " Away with thefe upftart ufurpers ! Long 
*' life and victory to the fon of Conftantine ! 
f ^ Under his banners alone we will fight and con- 
*« quer." The fhout of thoufands, their me- 
nacing geftures, the fierce clafhing of their arms^ 
aftoniflied and fubdued the courage of Vetranio, 
who flood, amidft the defeftion of his followers, 
in anxious and filent fufpence, Inftead of em- 
bracing the laft refuge of generous defpair, he 
tamely fubmitted to his fate; and taking the 
diadem from his head, in the view of both armies, 
fell proftrate at the feet of his conqueror. Con- 
ftantius ufed his vidory with prudence and mo- 
deration J and raifing from the ground the aged 
fuppliant, whom he afFeded to ftyle by the en- 
dearing name of Father, he gave him his hand to 
defcend from the throne. The city of Prufa was 
ailigned for the exile or retirement of the abdi- 
cated 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IS6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

€ H AP. cated monarch, who lived fix years in the enjoy* 
.i_-^^ ment of cafe and affluence. He often exprefled 
his grateful fenfe of the goodncfs of Conftantius, 
and, with a very amiable fimplicity, advifed his 
benefaftor to refrgn the fceptre of the world, and 
to feek for content (where alone it could be found) 
in the peaceful obfcurity of a private condi- 
tion 7'. 
Makeswar The bchaviour of Conftantius on this memo- 
Magnen- rable occafion was celebrated with fome appear- 
a!d. 351. ance of juflicci and his courtiers compared the 
ftudied orations which a JPericles or a Demo- 
fthenes addreffed to the populace of Athens, with 
the viftorious eloquence which had perluaded an 
armed multitude to defert and depofe the objeft 
of their partial choice ^?. The approaching con- 
teft with Magnentius was of a more ferious and 
bloody kind. The tyrant advanced by rapid 
marches to encounter Conftantius, at the head of 
a numerous army, compofed of Gauls and Spa* 
niards, of Franks and Saxons | of thofe provin- 
cials who fupplied the ftrength of the legions, 
and of thofe barbarians who were dreaded as the 
moft formidable enemies of the republic The 
* 

78 The younger Vi6lor afligns to his exile the emphatical appel- 
lation of ** Voluptariiim -01111111- ■" Socrates (I. ii. c. 28.) is die 
youcher for the correfpondence with the emperor, which would 
fe«m to prove, that Vetranio was, indeed, prope ad ftultitiam 
fimpliciflhnus. 

79 Eum Conftantius faciindiae vi d€Je6him Imperio in 

pd'ivatum otium removit. Quar gloriu poft natum Imperium foli 
jiroceflTit eloquio clementiaque, &c. Aurelius Viftor- Julian, andi 
Themiftius (Oi-at. iii. and iv.), adorn this exploit with all the arti-^ 
ficial and gaudy colouring af their rhetoric. 

5 fertile 
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fertile plains *° of the Lower Pannonia, between ^JL^/* 
the Drave, the Save, and -jhc Danube, prefented '-» 

a fpacious theatre > and the operations of the 
civil war were protrafted during the fummer 
months by the Ikill or timidity of the combat- 
ants **. Conftantius had declared his intention of 
deciding the quarrel in the fields of Cibalis, a 
name that would animate his troops by the re- 
membrance of the viftory which, on the fame 
aufpicious ground, had been obtained by the arms 
of his father Conftantine. Yet, by the impreg- 
nable fortifications with which the emperor en- 
compafled his camp, he appeared to decline, ra- 
ther than to invite, a general engagement. It 
was the objed of Magnentius to tempt or tp com- 
pel his adverfary ta relinquiCh this advantageous 
, pofition^ and he employed, with that view, the 
various marches, evolutions, and ftratagems,. 
which the knowledge of the art of war couW fgg- *^ 
geft to an experienced officer. He carried by af- 
fault the important town of Sifeia ;, made a^ at- 
tack on the city of Sirmium, which lay in the 
rear of the Imperial camp j attempted to force a 
paflTage over the Save into the caftern provinces of 

80^ Bufbequius (p. 112.) traverfed the Lower Himgary and Scla**- 
vonia at a time when they were reduced atmoft to* a defert, by the 
reciprocal hoftilities of the Turks and Ckrlftians. Yet he mentk}af 
with admiration the unconquerable fertility of the foil ; and obferves^, 
that the height of the grafs was fuflicient to conceal a loaded waggon 
from his fight. See likewife Browne's Travels, in Harm's Col*. 
k6tion, vol. ii. p. 762,. &c. i 

8» Zofimus gives a very large account of the war, and the nego- 
tiation (1. ii. p. 123—130.). But as he neither (hews himfelf a 
foldier nor a politician, his narrative muft be weighed with attentioiv 
and received with caution^ 

lUyricum ^ 
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CHAP. Illyricum j and cut in pieces a numerous detach-* 
iment, which he had allured into the narrQw paffc^ 
of Adarne. During the greater part of the fum- 
mer, the tyrant of Gaul (hewed hinifelf mailer of 
the field. The troops of Conftantius were ha- 
raffed and difpirited ; his reputation declined in 
the eye of the world j and his pride condefcended 
to folicit a treaty of peace, which would have re- 
figned to the aflaflin of Conftans the fovereignty 
of the provinces beyond the Alps. Thefe offers 
were enforced by the eloquence of Philip, the Im- 
perial ambaffador ; and the council as well as the 
army of Magnentius were difpofed to < accept 
them. But the haughty ufurper, carelefs of the 
remonftrances of his friends, gave orders that 
Philip (hould be detained as a captive, or at leafl: 
as a hoftage ; while he difpatched an officer to re- 
proach Conftantius with the weaknefs of his reign, 
and to infult him by the promife of a pardon, if 
he would inftantlv abdicate the purple. " That 
** he fhould confide in the juftice of his caufe, 
** and the proteftion of an avenging Deity,** was. 
the only aqfwer which honour permitted the em- 
peror to return. But he was fo fenfible of the 
difficulties of his fituation, that he no longer 
dared to retaliate the indignity which had been 
offered to his reprefentative. The negociation 
of Philip was not, however, inefFedual ; fince he 
determined Sylvanus the Frank, a general of 
merit and reputation, to defert with a confider- 
able body of cavalry, a few days before the battle 
of Murfa. 

The 
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The city of Murfa, or ^ffek, celebrated in mo- C H A ?,• 
dern times for a bridge of boats five miles in ^ 
fcngth, over the river Dr^ve, and the adjacent ^^^^^ 
moraffes ^% has been always confidered as a place a.d, 351, 
of importance in the wars of Hungary. Mag- ^^^** ^' 
nentius direfting his march towards Murfa, fct 
fire to the gatesf, and, by a fudden aflault, had 
almofl: fcaled the walls of the town. The vigi- 
lance of thegarrifon extinguiflied the flames; the 
approach of Conftantius left him no time to con- 
tinue the operations of the fiege j and the em- 
peror foon removed the only obftacle that could 
embarrafs his motions, by forcing a body of troops 
which had taken poll in an adjoining amphi- 
theatre. The field of battle round Murfa was a 
naked and level plain : on this ground the army 
of Conftantius formed, with the Drave on their 
right; while their left, either from the nature of 
their difpofition, or from the fuperiority of their 
cavalry, extended far beyond the right flank of 
Magnentius^\ The troops on both fides re- 
mained under arms in anxious expedation during 
the greateft part of the morning ; and the fon of 
Conftantine, after animating his foldiers by an 
eloquent fpeech, retired into a church at fome 
diftance from the field of battle, and committed 

8^ This remarkable bridge, which is flanked with towei-s, and 
fupported on large wooden piles, >Vas conftrufted, A. D. 1566, by 
Sultan Solintan, to facilitate the march of his armies into Hungary. 
See Browne's Travels, and Bufchilig's Syftem of Geography, vol. ii« 
p. 90. 

8J This pofition, and the fubfequent evolutions, are clearly, 
though coucifely, del'cribed by Julian, Orat. i. p. j^. 

to 
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CHAP, to his generals the condud of this dccifive day ''^i 
They dcferved his confidence by the valour and 
military fkiU which they exerted. They wifely 
began the aflion upon the left; and advancing 
their whole wing of cavalry in an oblique linej 
they fuddenly wheeled it on the right flank of thd 
enemy, which was Unprepared to refift the im- 
petuofity of their charge. But the Romans of 
the Weft foon rallied5 by the habits of difcipline ; 
and the Barbarians of Germany fupported the re- 
nown of their national bravery. The engage- 
ment foon became general; was maintained with 
various and fingular turns of fortune; and fcarcely 
ended with the darknefs of the night. The fig- 
nal vidory which Conftantius obtained is attri- 
buted to the arms of his cavalry. His cuiraffiers 
are defcribed as fo many mafly ftatues of fteel^ 
glittering with their fcaly armour, and breaking 
with their ponderous lances the firm array of the 
Gallic legions. As foon as the legions gave way^ 
the lighter and more aclivc fquadrons of the fe- 
cond line rode fword in hand into the intervals^ 
and completed the diforder. In the mean whilei 
the huge bodies of the Germans were expofed al- 
moft naked to the dexterity of the oriental archers^ 
and whole troops of thofe barbarians were urged 

^4- Sulpicius' Sevems, 1. li. p. 405. The emperor paffed the day 
in prayer with Valens, the Anan biihop of Murfa, who gained his 
confidence by announcing the fuccefs of the battle. M. de Tille-« 
iront (Hift. des Empereius, torn. iv. p. mo.) very pi'operly re- 
marks the filence of Julian with regard to the perfonal prowefs of 
Conftantius in the battle of Murfa. The filence of flattery 19 fome- 
times equal to the moft pofitive and authentic evidence. 

by 
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by anguifh and defpair to precipitate themfelves chap. 
into the broad and rapid ftream of the Drave ^^ 
The number of the flain was computed at fifty- 
four thoufanid men, and the flaughter of the con- 
querors was morfc confiderable tKan that of the 
vanquiflied'*^5 a circumftance which proves the 
obftinacy of the conteft, and juftifies the obfer- 
vation of an ancient writer, that the forces of the 
empire were confumcd in the fatal battle of 
Murfa, by the lofs of a veteran army, fufficient 
to defend the frontiers, or to add Hew triumphs 
to the glory of Rome*^. Notwithftandirig the 
invedives of a fervile orator, thefe is not the 
leaft reafon to believe that the tyrant defertdd his 
own ftandard in the beginning of the engage- 
ment. He feems to have difplayed the virtues of 
a general and of a foldier till the day was irreco- 
verably loft, and his caimp in the pofleflion of the 
enemy, Magnentius then confulted his fafety, 

'5 Julian. Orat. i. p» 36, %7% 5 and Orat. ii. p. 59, 60. Zona- 
ras, torn. ii. 1. xlii. p. 17. Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 130—133. The 
laft of thefe celebrates the dexterity of the archer Menclaus, who 
could difcharge three an'ows at the fame time ; an advantage which^ 
according to his apprehenfion of military affairs^ materially con- 
tributed to the viftory of Conftantius. 

^s According to ^onaras, Conftantius, out of So,ooo men, loflf 
30,000 5 and Magnentius loft 24,000 out of 36,000. The other 
articles of this account feem probable and authentic ; but the num- 
bers of the tyrant's army muft have been miftaken, cither by the 
author or his tranfcribers. Magnentius had collected the whole 
force of the Weft, Romans and Barbarians, into one formidable 
body, which cannot fairly be eftimated at lefs than 100,000 men. 
Julian. Orat. ii p. 34, 35, 

«7 Ingentes R. I. vires ea dimicatione confumptae funt, ad quae- 
libet bella externa idone-je, quae multum triumphorum poffent fecuri- 
tatifque conferre. Eutropius, x. 13. The younger Viftor exprcfles 
himfelf to the fame effe^. 

Vol. III. M ' and 
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^xvm^' and throwing away the Imperial ornaments, cf^ 
\_ -^- !■ caped with fome difficulty from the purfuitof the 
light horfe, who inccflantly followed his rapid 
Bight from the banks of the Draye to the foot of 
the Julian Alps ". 
oMtl?^ The approach of winter fupplicd the indolence 
A,D. 35*. of Conftantius with fpecious reafons for deferring 
the profecution of the war till the enfuing fpring* 
Magnentius had fixed his refidence in the city* of 
Aquileia, and Ihewed a feeming refolution to 
difpute the paffagc of the naountains and morafles 
which fortified the confines of the Venetian pro- 
vince. The furprifal of a caftle in the Alps by 
the fecret march of the Imperialifts, could fcarcely 
have determined him to relinquilh the pofTeffioa 
of Italy, if the inclinations of the people had fup* 
ported the caufe of their tyrant '^ But the me- 
mory of the cruelties exereifed by his minifters, 
after the unfuccefsful revolt of Nepotian, had left 
. a deep impreffion of horror and rcfentment on the 
minds of the Romans. That rafli youth, the fon 
pf the princefs Eutropia, and the nephew of Con- 
ftantine, had ittn with indignation the fceptre of 
the Wefl ufurped by a perfidious barbarian, 

*8 On this occafion, we rauft prefer the unfufpefled teftimony of 
Zofimus and Zonaras to the flattering aflertions of Julian. The 
younger Viftor paints the charafter of Magnentius in a fingular 
jjght s " Sermonis acer, animi tumidi, et immodice timidus f 
artifex tamen ad occultandam audaciac fpecie fomiidinein." Is it 
moft likely that in the battle of Murfa his behaviour was governed 
by nature or by art? I /hould incline for the latter. 

89 Julian, Orat. i. p. 38, 39- In that place, howeyer, as well 
^8 in Oration ii. p. 97, he infinuates the general difpofition of the 
fenate, the people, and the ibldiei-s of Italy, towards the party of th^ 
emperorr 

Arming 
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Arming a defperat€ troop of flaves and gladiators, ^S^^f* 
he overpowered the feeble guard of the domeftic 
tranquillity of Rome, received the homage of the 
fenate, and afluming the title of Auguftus, pre* 
carioufly reigned during a tumult of twenty-eight 
days* The march of fomc regular forces put aa 
end to his ambitious hopes : the rebellion was ex- 
tinguifhed in the blood of Nepotianj of his mo-^ 
ther Eutropia, and of bis adherents^ and the pro* 
fcription was extended to all who had contrafted 
a fatal alliance with the name and family of Con- 
ftantine^*. But as foon as Conftantius, after the 
battle of Mutfa, became raafter of the fea-coaft 
of Dalmatia, a band of noble exiles, who had ven-» 
tured to equip a fleet in fome harbour of the Ha- 
driatic, fought protedlion and revenge in his vic- 
torious camp. By their fecret intelligence with 
their countrymen, Rome and the Italian cities 
were perfuaded to difplay the banners of Conftan- 
tius on their walls. The grateful veterans, en- 
riched by the liberality of the father, (ignalized 
their gratitude and loyalty to the fon. , The ca- 
valry, the legions, and the auxiliaries of Italy, 
renewed their oath of allegiance to Conftantius; 
and the ufurper, alarmed by the general defer- 
tion, was compelled, with the remains of his 
faithful troops, to retire beyond the Alps, into the 

90 The elder Vi6l6r defcribes in a pathetic manner thfe miferable 
condition of Rome: " Cujus ftolidum ingenium adeo P. R. patii- 
bufque exitio fuit, uti paHim domus, fora, viae, templaque, cniorc, 
cadaveribufque opplerentur. buftorum modo." Athanafius (tom. i. 
|>. 677.) deplores the fate of feveral illuftrious vi^iims^ and Julian 
(Orat. ii. p. 58.) execrates the cruelty of Marccllinus, the im- 
placable enemy of the houfe of ConftMHine* 

^M 2 piovinccs 
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^^y^i' provinces of GaifU The detachments, however,' 
i-.>v— J which were ordered either to prefs or to intercept 
the flight of Magnentius, condufted themfelves 
with the ufual irtiprudence of fuccefs i and allow- 
ed him, in the plains of Pavia, an opportunity of 
turning on his purfuers, and of gratifying his 
defpair by the carnage of a ufelefs viftory ***. 
Laft defeat The pride of Magnentius was reduced, by re- 
of jvi^g- peated misfortunes, to fue, and to fue in vain, for 
renrius, peacc. He firft difpatched a fenator, in whofc 
Auguftio! abilities he confided, and afterwards feveral bi- 
Ihops, whofe holy charafter might obtain a more 
favourable audience, with the oflfer of refigning 
the purple, and the promife of devoting the re- 
mainder of his life to the fervice of the emperor. 
But Conftantius, though he granted fair terms of 
pardon and reconciliation to all who abandoned 
the ftandard of rebellion ^*, avowed his inflexible 
refolution to inflift ajufl: punilhmenton the crimes 
of an aflaflin, whom he prepared to overwhelm 
on every fide by the effort of his viftorious 
arms. An Imperial fleet acquired the eafy pof- 
feflion of Africa and Spain, confirmed the waver- 
ing faith of the Moorifti nations, and landed a 
confiderable force, which pafled the Pyrenees, 
and advanced towards Lyons, the lafl: and fatal 
ftation of Magnentius ^\ The temper of the ty- 

9» Zofim. 1. ii. p. 133. Viflor in Epitome. The panegyrifts of 
Conftantius, with their ufual candoor, forget to mention this acci- 
dental defeat. 

9» Zonaras, torn. ii. 1. xiii. p. 17. Julian, in feveral places of 
the two orations, expatiates on the clemency of Conftantius to the 
rebels. 

93 Zofim. 1. ii. p. i3^t Julian^ Orat. i, p. 40. il« p. 74. 

rant. 
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rant, which was never inclined to clemency, was chap, 
tirgcd by diftrefs to excrcife evefy aft of oppref- - ^ ' * 
fion which could extort an immediate fupply from 
the cities of. Gaul'*. Their patience was at 
length exhaufted J and Treves, the feat of Prae- 
torian government, gave the fignal of revolt, by 
Shutting her gates againft Decentius, who had 
been raifed by his brother to the rank either of 
Caefar or of Auguftus ^\ From Treves, Decen- 
tius was obliged to retire to Sens, where he was 
foon furrounded by an army of Germans, whom 
the pernicious arts of Conftantius had introduced 
into the civil diffenfions of Rome ^. Iri the mean 
time, the Iipperial troops forced the piffages of 
the Cottian Alps, and in the bloody combat of 
Mount Selcucus irrevocably fixed the title of Re- 
bels on the party of Magnentius '^ He was un^ 

94 Ammian. xv. S. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 1J3. Julian, who (Orat, 1. 

p. 40.) inveighs againft the cruel efFefts of tl>c tyrant's defpair, 
"mentibns (Orat. i. p. 34.) the oppreflive edifts wliich were di6tated 
by his neceflities, or by his avarice. His fubje^s were compelled to 
purchafe the Imperial deniefnes ; a doubtful and dangerous fpecies 
of property, which, in cafe of a revolution, might be imputed to 
them as a treafonable ufurpation. 

95 The medals of Magnentius celebrate the viftories of the two 
Augufti, and of the Cafar. The Cxizr was another brother, 
named Defiderius. See Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. 

P- 757- 

96 Julian, Orat. i. p. 40. il. p. 74. with Spanheim, p. 263. His 
Commentary illuftrates the tranfa^lions of this civil war. Mons 
Seleuci was a fmall place in the Cottian Alps, a few miles diftant 
from Vapincum, or Gap, an epifcopal city of Dauphin^. See d'An- 
irille Notice de la Gaule, p. 464. } and Longuerue Delcription de la 
France, p. 317. 

97 Zofimus, 1. ii, p. 134, Liban. Orat. x. p. 268, 269. The 
latter 510ft vehemently ariaigns this cruel and felfifh policy of Con- 
ftantius, 

M 3 able 
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CHAP, able to bring another army into the field; the 
fidelity of his guards was corrupted ; and when he 
appeared in public to animate them by his eachort- 
etions, he was faluted with an unammous ihout 
of ^^ Loqg live the eraperor Conftantius !*' The 
tyrant, who perceived that they were preparing to 
ideferve pardon and rewards by the facrifice of the 
moft obnoxious crinninal, prevented their defign 
b^ falling on his fword ^' i a death more cdy and 
more honourable than hfe coidd hope to obtain 
from the hands of an enemy, whofe revenge would 
have been coloured with the fpecious pretence of 
juftice and fraternal piety. The example of fui- 
cide was imitated by Decentius, who flxtoglcd 
himfelf on the news of his brother's death. The 
author of the confpiracy, Ma.rccllinu6, had long 
fince difappeared in the battle of Mwfa% and 
the public tranquillity was confirnr^ed by the exe* 
cution of the furviving-leader^of aguiltyand un- 
fuccefsful faction. A fevere inquifition was ex- 
tended over all who, either from choice or frpiA 
•compulfion, had been kivolved in the caufeof 
rebellion* Paul, furnamed Catena, from hisfu^* 

9^ Julian, Orat. i. p. 40. Zofimiis, 1. n, p. 134. Socrates, 
I. ii. c. 32. Sozomen, 1. iv. c. 7. The younger Vi^lor defcribca 
his death with feme horrid circumftances : Transfoflb latere, ut 
€nit vafti corporis, vulnere naribufque et ore crirorem efiundens, ex- 
ipiravit. If we can give credit to Zonaras, the tyrant, before he 
expired, had the pleafure of murdering with his own hands his mo- 
ilier and his brother Pefiderius. 

99 JuHan (O^-at. i. p. 58, 59.) feems at a lofs to determine, 
yrhether he inflifted on himfelf the punifhment of his crimes, whether 
he was drowned in the Drave, or whether he w^s carried by the 
avenging daemons from the field pf. battle to his deftin^d place pf 
eternal tortures, 

fcrior 
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jjeriorlkill in the judicial exercife of tyranny, was ^ HAP. 
fent to explore the latent remains of the confpiracy v ^ ' f 
in the remote province of Britain. The honeft in- 
•dignation expreflcd.by Martin, vice-praefedt of the 
ifland, was interpreted as an evidence of his own 
;guilt ; and the governor was urged to the necef- 
fity of turning againft his breaft the fword with 
which he lufcd been provc^ed to wound the Im- 
perial minift^-. The moft innocent fubjefts of 
the Weft were expofed to exile and confifcation^ 
to death and tortiM-e; and as the timid arealwaya 
cruel, the mind ofConftantius was inacceffibic ta 
«ncrcy ^'^. 



M* 
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C H A P. XIX. 

Conjiantius fole Emperor. — Elevation and Death of 
Galbis. — Danger and Elevation of Julian. — Sar-- 
matian and Per/tan Wars. — ViHories of Julian in 
Caul. 

CHAP. fnpMlE divided provinces of the empire were 
K....^^^ X again united by the viftory of Conftantius; 
Power of but ^s that fccblc prince was deftitute of perfonal 
nuchs. merit, either in peace or war; as he feared his 
generals, and diftrufted his minifters 3 the triumph 
of his arms fcrved only to eftablifh the rei^n of 
the eunuchs ov^r the Roman world. Thofe un- 
happy beings, the ancient produftion of Oriental 
jealoufy and defpotifm ', were introduced into 
Greece and Rome by the contagion of Afiatic 
luxury *. Their progrefs was rapid j and the eu- 
nuchs, who, in the time of Auguftus, had been 
abhorred, as the monftrous retinue of an Egyp- 
tian queen % were gradually admitted into the fa- 
milies 

' Ammlanus (1. xiv. c. 6.) imputes the firft praftice of caftratioi^ 
to the cruel ingenuity of Semiramis, who is fuppofed to have reigned 
above nineteen hundred years before Chiift. The ufe of eunuchs is 
of high antiquity, both in Afia and Egypt. They are mentioned in 
the law of Mofes, Deuteron. xxiii. i. See Goguet, Origines des 
Loix, &c. Parti. 1. i. c. 3. 

* Eunuchum dixti velle te ; 

Quia fola utuntur his reginae— 

Terent. Eunuch, aft i. fcenea. 
This play is tranflated from Menander, and the original mufthav« 
appeared foon after the eaftern conquefts of Alexander. 
S Miles • . fpadonibus 

Servire rugofis poteft. ^ 

Horat. Carm. v. 9. and Dacler ad loc^^^ 
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mllics of matrons^ of fenators, and of the em- CHAP, 

' • XIX 

perors themfelves *. Reftrained by the fevere . ' j 
edifts of Domitian and Nerva % cherifhed by the 
pride of Diocletian, reduced to an humble ftation 
by the prudence of Conftantine ^ they multiplied 
in the palaces of his degenerate fons, and in- 
fenfibly acquired the knowledge, and at length 
the direction, of the fecret councils of Conftan- 
tius. The averfion and contempt which man- 
kind has fo uniformly entertained for that im- 
perfeft (pecies, appears to have degraded their 
charader, and to have rendered them almoft as 
incapable as they were fuppofed to be, of con- 
ceiving any generous fentiment, or of perform- 
ing any worthy aftion ^. But the eunuchs were 

fldlled 

By the word Jfodo, the Romans very forcibly expreffed their ab- 
lioitence of this mutilated condition. The Greek appellation of 
eunuchs, which infenfibly prevailed, had a milder found, and a more 
ambiguous fenfe. 

4. We need only mention Pofides, a fi-eedman and eunuch of 
Claudius, in whofe favour the emperor proftituted fome of the moft 
honourable rewards of military valour. See Sueton. in Claudio, 
^.18. Pofides employed a great part of his wealth in building. 
Ut Sfado vincebat Capitolia noftra 
Pofides. 

Juvenal. Sat. xlv, 

5 Caftraii mares vetuit. Sueton. in Domitian. c. 7. See Dion, 
paflius, 1. Ixvii. p. 1107. 1. Ixviii. p. 1119. 

f There is a paflTage in the Auguftan hiftory, p. 137, in which 
Lampridius, whilft he praifes Alexander Severus and Conftantine 
for refti-aining the tyranny of the eunuchs, deplores the mifchiefs 
which they occafioned in other reigns. Hue accedit quod eunuchos 
jiec in ponfiliis nee in minifteriis habuit ; qui foli principes perdunt, 
diim eos more gentium aut regum Perfarum*volimt vivere ; qui a po- 
pulo etiam amiciflimum femovent ; qui internuntii funt, aliud quam 
refpondetur referentes j claudentes principem fuum, et agcntes ante 
omnia ne quid fciat. 

7 JCenophon (Cyropcedia, I. viii. p. 540.) has ftated the fpecious 
reafoHS *wiiich engaged Cyrus to entruft his perfon to the guard of 

eunuchs^ ^ 
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CHAP, (killed in the arts of flattery and intrigue ; and 
they alternately governed the mind of Conftan- 
tius by his fears, his indolence, and his vanity *. 
Whilft he viewed in a deceitful mirror the fair 
aJDpearance of public profperity, he fupinely per- 
mitted them to intercept the complaints of the 
injured provinces, to accumulate immenfe trea- 
fures by the fale of juftice and' of honours; to 
difgrace the moft important dignities, by the pro- 
motion of thofe who had purchafed at their hands 
the powers of oppreflion *, and to gratify their re- 
fentment againft the few independent fpirits, who 
arrogantly refufed to folicit the protedion offlaves. 
Of thefe flaves the moft diftinguiflied was the 
chamberlain Eufebius, who ruled the monarch 
and the palace with fuch abfolute fway, that Con- 
ftantius, according to the farcafm of an impartial 
hiftorian, pofleffcd fomc credit with this haughty 

«unuch8^ He had obferved in animals, that although the piafllce of 
caftration might tame their ungovernable /iercenefs^ it did not di- 
zniniih their firength or fpirit ^ and he perfuaded himfelf, that thoTe 
-who were feparated from the reft of human kind, would be more 
firmly attached to the perion of their benefaftor. But a long experi- 
ence has contradi6led the judgement of Cyrus. Some particular in-c 
fiances may occur of eunuchs diftinguiflied by their fidelity, their 
valour, and theii* abilities ; but if we examine the general hiftory of 
Perfia, India, and China, we ihall find that the power of the eunuch$ 
iias uniformly mai'ked the decline and fall of every dynafty. 

* See Ammianus.Marcellinus, 1. xxi. c. i6. 1. xxii. c. 4.. The 
whole tenor of his impartial hiftory ferves to juftify the inveftives of 
Mameitinus, of Libanius, and of Julian himfelf, who have infulted 
the vices of the court of Conftantius* 

9 AuKclius Vi6lor cenfures the negligence of his fovereign in 
chufing the governors of the provinces, and the generals of the army, 
and concludes his hiftory with a very bold obfervation, as it is much 
more dangerous under a feeble reign to attack the minifters than the 
m after himfelf. " Uti v6rum abfolvam brevi, ut Imperatpre ipfo 
' f iplsurius ita ^fpantorum plq:if<|ue ma^is at^gx nihilf ** 

favourite*- 
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favourite '^ By his artful fuggeftions, the cm • CHAP, 
peror was perfuadcd to fubfcribc the condcmna- ^_ -,- .j 
tion of the unfortunate Gallus, and to add a new 
crime to the long lift of unnatural murders which 
pollute the honour of the houle of Conftan^ 
tine. 

When the two nephews of Conftantinc, Gallus Educatioa: 
and Julian, were favcd from the fury of the fol- ^ajuiian, 
diers, the former was about twelve, and the latter 
about fix, y^ears of age ; and, as the eldeft was 
thought to be of a fickly conftitution, they ob- 
tained with the lefs difficulty a precarious and de- 
pendent life, from the affefted pity of Conftan- 
tius, who was fenfible that the execution of thefe 
hclplefs orphans would have been efteemed, by 
' all mankind, an aft of the moft deliberate 
cruelty ". Different cities of Ionia and Bithynia 
were affigned for the places of rheir exile and 
icducatian ; but, as foon as their growing years 
excited the jealoufy of the emperor, he judged it 
more prudent to fecure thofe unhappy youths in 
the ftrong caftle of Macellum, near Casfarea. 
The treatment which they experienced during ^ 
fix years confinement, was partly fuch as they 
could hope from a careful guardian, and partly 
fuch as they might dread from a fufpicious ty- 

*«> Apud quern (fi veye dici debcat) multum Conftantius potuit* 
Ammian. 1. xviii. c. 4. 

" Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iii. p. 90.) reproaches the apoftate 
with his ingratitude towards Mark, biihop of Arethufa, who had 
contributed to fave his life ; and we learn, though from a lefs re- 
fpei5lable authority '(Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. 
fi ^16.^, that Julian was concealed in the fan^uary of a church. 

5 rantr 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



171 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, rant ". Their prifon was an ancient palace, the 
rcfidencc of the kings of Cappadocia -, the fitua* 
tion was pleafant, the buildings ft^tcly, the inclo- 
fure fpacious. They purfued their ftudies, and 
praftifed their exercifcs, under the tuition of the 
moft Ikilful mafters ; and the numerous houfc- 
hold appointed to attend, or rather to guard, the 
the nephews of Conftantine, was not unworthy 
of the dignity of their birth. But they could not 
difguife to themfelves that they were deprived of 
fortune, of freedom, and of fafety ; fecluded 
from the fociety of all whom they could truft or 
cfteem, and condemned to pafs their melancholy 
hours in the company of flaves, devoted to the 
commands of a tyrant, who had already injured 
ihem beyond the hope of recongiliation, At 
length, however, the emergencies of the (late 
compelled the emperor, or rather his eunuchs, to 
inveft Gallus, in the twenty-fifth year of his age, 
Galltrs de- with the title of Cgsfar, and to cement this polir 
c«far, tical connexion by his marriage with the princefe 
A.D. 351, Conftantina. After 4 formal interview, in which 

Jttarch 5. . 

the two princes mutually engaged their faith 
never to undertake any thing to the prejudice qf 
each other, they repaired without delay tp th^ir 
refpeftive ftations. Conftantius coatinwed his 
march towards the Weft, and Gallus fixed his r^ -5 

»* The moft authentic account of the education and adventures of 
Julian, is contained in the epiftle or manifefto which he himfelf ad- 
clrcfTed to the fenate and people of Athens. Libanius (Orat. Paren- 
talis), on the fide of the Pagans, and Socrates (1. iii. c. i.), 
on tliat of the Chriftians, have preferved fevcrai interefting circura- 
ftanci^s. 

fidence 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 171 

fidence at Antioch, from whence, with a delegat- ^^j^^' 
ed authority, he adoiiniltered the five great dio- i_ ^ j* 
ccfes of the caftern pra^fefture *^ In this fortu- 
nate change, the new Caefar was not unmindful 
of his brother Julian, who obtained the honours 
of his rank, the appearances of liberty, and the 
reftitution of an ample patrimony '*. 

The writers the moft indulgent to the memory Cruelty 
of Gallus, and even Julian himfelf, though he dencc of 
Wiflied to caft a veil over the frailties of his bro- ^^^• 
ther, are obliged to confefs that the Casfar was in- 
capable of reigning. Tranfported from a prifoa 
to a throne, he pofleffed neither genius nor appli- 
cation, nor docility to compenfate for the want of 
knowledge and experience. A temper naturally 
morofe and violent, inftead of being corrected, 
was foured by folitude and adverfity ; the remem- 
brance of what he had endured, difpofcd him to 
retaliation rather than to fynipathy -, and the un- 
governed fallies of his rage were often fatal to 
thofe who approached his perfon, or were fub- 
jcft to his povver *\ Conftantina, his wife, is 

defcribed, 

'J For the promotion of Gallus, fee Idatius, Zofimus, and the 
two Vigors. According to Philoftoi-gius (1. iv. c. i.), Theophi- 
his, an Arian bifhop, was the witnefs, and, as it were, the gua- 
rantee, of this folemn engagement. He fupported that character with 
generous firmnefs j but M. de Tillemont (Hill, dcs Empereurs, 
torn. iv. p. 1 120.) thinks it very improbable that an heretic fhould 
have poffeffed fuch virtue. 

»* Julian was at firft permitted to purfue his ftudies at Conftanti- 
nople, but the reputation which he acquired foon excited the jealouiy - 
of Conftantius 5 and the young prince was advifed to withdraw him- 
felf to the lefs confpicuous fcenes of Bithynia and Ionia. 

»5 See Julian ad S. P. Q^A. p. 171. Jerora. in Chron. Aurelius 
Viftor, Eutropius, x. 14., I fliall copy the words of Eutropius, who 

wrote 
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CHAP, dcfcribcd, not as a woman, but as one of the \n^ 

XIX* 

^ ^ * ' fcrnal furies tormented with an initiate thirft of 
human blood **. Inftead of employing her in- 
fluence to infinuate the mild counfels of prudence 
and humanity, (he exafpcrated the fierce paflions 
of her hu(band ; and as (he retained the vanity, 
though fhe had renounced the gentlencfs of her 
fcx, a pearl necklace was cfteemcd an equivalent 
price for the murder of an innocent and virtuous 
nobleman *^ The cruelty of Gallus was fome- 
times difplayed in the undiffembled violence of 
popular or military executions i and was fome- 
times difguifed by the abufe of law, and the forms 
of judicial proceedings. The private houfes of 
Antioch, and the places of public refort, were be- 
fieged by fpies and informers j and the Ccefar 
himfclf, concealed in a plebeian habit, very fre- 
quently condcfccnded to aflume that odious cha- 
rafter. Every apartment of the palace was adorn- 
ed with the inftrumentsof de^th and torture, and 
a general confternation was difFufed through the 
capital of Syria. The Prince of the Eaft, as if he 

wrote his abridgment about fifteen years after the death of Gallus, 
wlicn there was no longer any motive either to flatter or to depreciate 
his character. ** Multis inciviiibus geftis Gallus Caefar . . . vir 
« natura fcrox et ad tyrannidem pronior, fi fuo jure irrperarc 
~" licuiflet." 

'^ Meggera quidem nK>rtalis^ infiammatrix faevientis ailidua, hu- 
iTiani cruoris avida, &c. Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xiv. c. i« Theiin- 
cerity of Ammianus would not fuffer him to mifrcpreient fa6^s or 
chara^lersjbut his lov€ of tmhkious ornameate fi-equently betrayed him 
into an unnatural vehemence of expreflion. 

'7 His name was Clematius of Alexandria, and his only crime 
was a refufal to gratify the defircs of his mother-in-law ; who folicit- 
ed his death, becaufe ihc had been difappointed of his love. Am« 
nian. 1. xiv. c. i. 

had 
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had been confcious how much he had to feir, CHAP, 
and how litde hedefervcdto reign, felefted for the 
objedls of his refentment, the provincials accufed 
of fome imaginary treafon, and his own courtiers, 
whom with mpre reafon he fufpefted of incenfing, 
by their fecret correfpondence, the timid and fuf- 
picious mind of Conftantius- But he forgot that 
he was depriving himfelf of his only fupport, the 
afFeftion of the people; whilfl: he furnilhed the 
malice of his enemies with the arms of truth, and 
afforded the emperor the faireft pretence of cx- 
afting the forfeit of his purple, and of his life *'. 

As long as the civil war fufpended the fate of Maflacre 
the Roman world, Conftantlus diffembled his penal mi- 
knowledge of the weak and cruel adminiftration '^^'^ 
to which his choice had fubjefted the Eaft; and 
the difcovery of fome aflaffins, fecretly difpatched 
to Antioch by the tyrant of Gaul, was employed 
to convince the public, that the emperor and 
Casfarwere united by the fame intereft, and pur- 
fued by the fame enemies '^ But when the vic- 
tory was decided in favour of Conftantius, his de- 
pendent colleague became lefs ufeful and lefs for- 
midable. Every circumftance of his conduft was 
feverely and fufpicioufly examined, and it was pri- 
vately refolved, either to deprive Gallus of the 

'* See in Amraiamit (1. xiv. c. i. 7.) a very ample detail of the 
Ciiielties of Gallus. His brother Julian (p. 272.) infmuates, that 
a fecret confpiracy had been formed againft him ; and Zofimua 
names (1. ii. p. 135.) the perfons engaged in it ; a minifter of con- 
fiderabie rank, and two obfcure agents, who were iiefolved to make 
their fortune. 

»9 Zonaras, 1. xiii. torn. ii. p. 17, 18. The aflaffins had feduced 
a g*eat number of legionaries j but their defigns were difcovcred aftd 
fcvcaled by au old woman in whofe cottage they lodj^cd. 

purple. 
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c h A P. purple, or at leaft to remove him from the irido-* 
lent luxury of Afia to the hardfhips and dangers 
of a German war. The death of Theophilus, 
confular of the province of Syria, who in a time 
offcarcity had been maffacred by the people of 
Antioch, with the connivance, and almoft at the 
inftigation, of Gallus, was juftly refented, not 
only as an a6t of wanton cruelty, but as a dan* 
gerous infult on the fupreme majefty of Conftan- 
tius. Two minifters of illuftrious rank, Domi- 
tian, the Oriental prasfed, and Monti us, quaeftoi* 
of the palace, were empowered by a fpecial coqn- 
miffion to vifit and reform the ftate of the Eaft. 
They were inftrudled to behave towards Gallus 
with moderation and refpc6t, and, by the gentlefl: 
arts of perfuafion, to engage him to comply with 
the invitation of his bf other and colleague. The 
ralhnefs of the praefedl difappointed thefe prudent 
mcafures, and haftened his own ruin, as well as 
that of his enemy. On his arrival at Antioch, 
Domitian pafled difdainfuUy before the gates of 
the palace, and alleging a flight pretence of in- 
difpofition, continued feveral days in fullen re- 
tirement, to prepare an inflammatory memorial, 
which he tranfmitted to the Imperial court. 
Yielding at length to the prefling folicitations of 
Gallus, the prsefcft condefcended to take his feat 
in council 5 but his firft (lep was to fignify a con- 
cife and haughty mandate, importing that the 
Csefar fliould immediately repair to Italy, and 
threatening that he himfelf would punifti his de- 
lay or hefitation, by fufpending the ufual allow- 
ance of his houfehold. The nephew and daughter 
S of 
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of Conftantine, who could ill brook the infolence CHAP, 
of a fubjedt, exprcffed their refentment> by in- ^ -^-. *_| 
ftantly delivering Domitian to the cuftody of a . 
guard. The quarrel ftill admitted of fome terms 
of accommodation. They were rendered im- 
prafticable by the imprudent behaviour of Mon* 
tius, a ftatefman, whofe art and experience were 
frequently betrayed by the levity of his difpoli- 
tion *°. The quaeftor reproached Gallus in haughty 
language, that a prince, who was fcarcely au- 
thorifed to remove a municipal magiftrate, Ihould 
prefume to imprifon a Praetorian prcefedl:; con- 
voked a meeting of the civil and military officers j 
and required them, in the name of their fove- 
reign, to defend the perfon and dignity of his re- 
prefcntatives. By this rafh declaration of war, 
the impatient temper of Gallus was provoked to 
embrace the moft defperate counfels. He order- 
ed his guards to ftand to their arms, affembled the 
populace of Antioch, and recommended to their 
zeal the care of his fafety and revenge. His com- , 
mands were too fatally obeyed. They rudely 
feized the praefcft and the quaeftor, and tying 
their legs together with ropes, they dragged 
them through the ftreets of the city, inflifted 
a thoufand infults and a thoufand wounds on thefe 
unhappy vidims, and at laft precipitated their 

*<> In the prefent text of Ammianus, we read, Afper, quidem, fed 
ad lemtatem propenfior ; wjiich forms a fentence of contradictory non- 
fenie. With the aid of an old manufcript, Valeilus has re£U£ed the 
firft pf thefe corniptions, and we perceive a ray of light in the fuhfti- 
tution of the word nfofer. If we venture to change le^tAtm into levi* 
tattm, this alteration of a fmgle letter will rendei: tl^ whole paflage 
clear and conMent. 

Vou III. N mangled 
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CHAP, mangled and lifclcfs bodies into the ftream of the 

^ ^-Lj Orontes". 

Dangerous After fuch a deed, whatever might have been 

Gaiius. the defigns of Gallus, it was only in a field of 
battle that he could affert his innocence with any 
hope of fuccefs. But the mind of that prince was 
formed of an equal mixture of violence and weak- 
nefs. Inftead of afluming the title of Auguftus, 
inftead of employing in his defence the troops 
and treafures of the Eaft, he fufFered himfelf to 
be deceived by the afFcfted tranquillity of Con- 
llantius, who, leaving him the vain pageantry of 
a court, imperceptibly recalled the veteran le- 
gions from the provinces of Afia. But as it ftill 
appeared dangerous to arreft Gallus in his capital, 
the flow and fafer arts of diflSmulation were prac- 
tifed with fuccefs. The frequent and prefling 
cpifl:les of Conftantius were filled with profeifions 
of confidence and friendfhip ; exhortiiig the Caefar 
to difcharge the duties of his high ftation, to re- 
lieve his colleague from a part of the public cares, 
and to affift the Weft by his prefence, his coun- 
fels, and his arms. After fo many reciprocal in- 
juries, Gallus had reafon to fear and to diftruft. 
But he had neglefted the opportunities of flight 
and of refiftance ; he was feduced by the flatter- 
ing aflurances of the tribune Scudilo, who, under 
the femblance of a rough foldier, difguifed the 

a* Inftead of being obliged to colleft fcattered and imperfeft hints 

from various fources, we now enter into the full ftream of the hiftory 

• of Ammianns, and need only refer to the feventh and ninth chapters 

of his fourteenth book. Philoftorgius, however (1. iii. c. a8.)> 

though partial t^ Callus, ihouid not be entirely overlooked. 

moft 
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ttioft artful infinuation ; and he depended on the ^^r^^* 
credit of his wife Conftantina, till the unfeafonable ( -^ y i>,j 
death of that princefs completed the ruin in which 
he had been involved by her impetuous paf- 
fions **. 

After a long delay, the reluftant Casfarfet for- Hisdif- 
wards on his journey to the Imperial court. From dSth,^" 
Antioch to Hadrianople, he traverfed the wide December! 
extent of his dominions with a numerous and 
(lately train ; and as he laboured to conceal his 
apprehenfions from the world, and perhaps from 
himfelf, he entertained the people of Conftan- 
tinople with an exhibition of the games of the 
circus. The progrefs of the journey mighty how- 
ever, have warned him of the impending danger. 
In ^1 the principal cities he was met by minifters 
of confidence, commiffioned to feize the offices of 
government, to obferve his motions, and to pre- 
vent the hafty fallics of his defpair. The perfbns 
difpatched to fecure the provinces which he left 
behind, pafled him with cold falutations, or af- 
fefted difdain 5 and the troops, whofe ftation lay 
along the public road, were ftudioufly removed 
on his approach^ left they might be tempted to , 
offfer their fwords for the fervicc of a civil war *^ 

** She had preceded her huiband j but died of a fever on the road, 
at a little place in Bithynia, called Coenum Gallicanum. 

*J The Theba^an legions, which were then quartered at H^dria- 
nople, fent a deputation to Gallus, with a tender of their fervicea. 
Ammian. 1. xiv. c. ii. The Notitia (f. 6. 20. 38. edit. Labb.) 
Inentions three feveral legions which bore the name of Thebaiari, 
The zeal of M. de Voltaire> to deftroy a defpicable though celebrated 
legend, h^s tempted him on the (lighteft grounds to deny the exift- 
ence of a Thebaean legion in the Roman armies. See Oeuvj^es de 
Voltaire, torn. xv. p. 414. quarto edition. 

N 2 After 
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c HA P. After Gallus had been permitted to repofe him-» 
felf a few days at Hadrianople, he received a 
mandate, exprcffed in the mott haughty and ab- 
folute ftyle, that his fplendid retinue Ihould halt 
in that city, while the Caefar' himfelf> with only 
ten poft- carriages, fliould haften to the Imperial 
refidence at Milan. In this rapid journey, the 
profound refpeft which was due to the brother 
and colleague of Conftantius, was infenfibly 
changed into rude familiarity ; and Gallus, who 
difcovered in the countenances of the attendants 
that they already confidercd themfelvcs as his 
guards, and might foon be employed as his exe- 
cutioners, began to accufe his fatal rafhnefs, and 
to recoiled with terror and remorfe the condud 
by which he had provoked his fate. The diffi- 
mulation which had hitherto been preferved, wa$ 
laid alide at Petovio in Pannonia. He was con- 
ducted to a palace in the fuburbs, where the ge- 
neral Barbatio, with a feled band of foldiers, who 
could neither be moved by pity, nor corrupted by 
rewards, cxpeded the arrival of his illuftrioua 
viftim. In the clofe of the evening he was ar- 
retted^ ignominioufly ftripped of the enfigns of 
Caefar, and hurried away to Pola in Iftria, a fe- 
queftered prifon, which had been fo recently pol- 
luted with royal blood. The horror which he felt, 
was foon increafcd by the appearance of his im- 
placable enemy the eunuch Eufebius, who, witK 
the aflittance of a notary and a tribune, proceeded 
to interrogate him concerning the adminiftration 
of the Eaft. The Csefar funk under the weight 
of ihame and guilt, confefled all the criminal 

adions. 
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adions^ and all the trcafonable defigns with which ^ J^ ^* 
he was charged ; and by imputing them to the \^,.y^ij 
advice of his wife^ exafperated the indignation of 
Conftantius, who reviewed with partial prejudice 
the minutes of the examination. The emperor was 
eafily convinced^ that his own (afety was incom- 
patible with the life of his coufin : the fcntcnce of 
death was figned, difpatched, and executed ; and 
the nephew of Conftantine, with his hands tied 
behind his back, was beheaded in prifon like the 
vileft malefadlor **. Thofe who are inclined to 
palliate the cruelties of Conftantius, affert that lie 
foon relented, and endeavoured to recal the 
bloody mandate j but that the fecond meffenger 
cntrufted with the reprieve, was detained by the 
eunuchs, who dreaded the unforgiving temper of 
Gallus, and were defirous of re-uniting to tbtir 
empire the wealthy provinces of the Eaft **. 

Befides the reigning emperor, Julian alone The dan- 
furvived, of all the numerous pofterity of Con- ^^a^of 
ftantius Chlorus. The misfortune of his royal Julian, 
birth involved him in the difgrace of Gallus. 
From his. retirement in the happy country of 
Ionia, he was conveyed under a ftrong guard to 

*4 See the complete narrative of the journey and death of Gallug 
In Ammianusy 1. xiv. c. ii. Julian complains that his brother was 
put to death without a trial $ attempts to juftifyy or at lead to ex* 
cufe, the cruel revenge which he had infli^d on his enemies ; but 
feems at laft to acknowledge that he might ju(Uy have been deprived 
of the purple. 

*5 Philoftorgius, 1. iv. c. x. Zonaras, 1. xiii. tom. ii. p. 19. 
But the former was partial towards an Arian monarch, and the latter 
tranfcribedy without choice or criticifm, whatever he found in the 
writings of the ancients. 

N 3 the 
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^ Yiv ^' ^^^ court of Milan j where he languifhed above 
feven months, in the continual apprchenfion of 
fuffering the fanie ignominious death, which was 
daily inflifted, almoft before his eyes, on the 
friends and adherents of his perfecuted family. 
His looks, his geftures, his filence, were fcru- 
tinized with malignant curiolity, and he was 
perpetually aflaulted by enemies, whom he had 
never offended, and by arts to which he was a 
ftranger *^ But in the fchool of adverfity, Julian 
infenfibly acquired the virtues of firmnefs and 
difcretion. He defended his honour, as well as 
his life, againft the enfnaring fubtleties of the 
eunuchs, who endeavoured to extort fome de- 
claration of his fentiments : and whilft he cau^ 
tioufly fuppreffed his grief and refentment, he 
nobly difdained to flatter the tyrant, by any 
feeming approbation of his brother's murder, 
Julian moft devoutly afcribes his miraculous de- 
liverance to the protedlion of the Gods, who had 
exempted his innocence from the fentence of de- 
llruftion pronounced by their juftice againft the 
impious hoMfe qf Conftantine *-. As the moft ef- 
fcftual inftrumept of their providence, he grate- 

*^ Sec Ammianus Marcellin. J. xv. c. i. 3. 8. Julian himfelf, 
in his epiftle to the Athenians, draws a very lively and juft pifture 
of his own danger* and of his fentiments. He fhews, however, a 
tendency to exaggerate his fuffering^, by infmuating, though in ob- 
fcure terms, that theylafted above a year j a period which cannot be 
reconciled with the truth of chronology. 

*7 Julian has worked the crimes and misfortunes of the family of 
Conftantine into an allegorical fable, which is happily conceived and 
agreeably related. It forms the conclufion of the feventh Oi*ation, 
from whence it has been detached and ti-anflated by the Abbe de la 
Blcterie. Vie de Jovien, torn. ii. p. 385— 408, 

fully 
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fully acknowledges the fteady and generous friend^ ^ ^ A ?• 
Ihip of the emprefs Eufebia *', a woman of beauty ^ 

and merit, who, by the afcendant which flie had 
gained over the mind of her hu/band, counter- 
balanced, in fome meafure, the powerful con- 
fpiracy of the eunuchs. By the interceflion of his 
patronefs, Julian was admitted into the Imperial 
prefence : he pleaded his caufe with a decent 
freedom, he was heard with favour; and, not- 
withftanding the cffprts of his enemies, whp urged 
the danger of fparing an avenger of fhc blood of 
Gallus, the milder fentiment of Eufebia prevail^ 
ed in the council. But the efFefts of a fecoad in- 
terview were dreaded by the eunuchs $ and Ju- 
lian was advifcd to withdraw for a while into the 
neighbourhood of Milan, till the emperor thowght H« " ^«nf 

^ , . r A • /• 1 • to Athens, 

proper to aflign the city of Athens for the place a.d. 355, 
of his honourable exile. As he had difcovered, ^*^' 
from his earlieft youth, a propenfity, or rather 
paflion, for the language, the manners, the learn?* 
ing, and the religion of the Greeks^ he obeyed 
with pleafure an order fo agreeable to his wiflies. 
Far from the tumult of arms, and the treachery 
pf courts, he fpent fix months amidft the grovies 
of the academy, in a free intercourfe with the 
philofophers of the age, who ftudied to cultivate 
the genius, to encourage the vanity, and to in- 
flame the devotion of their royal pupiU Their 

*9 She was a native of Theffalonica in Macedonia, of a noble 
family, and the daughter as well as filler of confuls. Her marriage 
with the emperor may be placed in the year 551. In a divided age, 
the hiftorian^ pf all parties agree in her praifes. See their tej}i* 
inonies cp\\$^i by filjjepiont, Hift. des Empercurs, torn. iv. 

N 4 labours 
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CHAP, labours were not unfuccefsful; and Julian in* 
V -^ *_' violably preferved for Athens that tender regard, 
which feldom fails to arife in a liberal mind, from 
the recoUeftion of the place where it has difcover- 
' cd andexercifed its growing powers. Thegentle- 
nefs and affability of manners, which his temper 
fuggelled and his fituation impofed, infenfibly 
pngaged the affeftions of the ftrangers, as well as 
citizens, with whom he converfed. Some of his 
fellow-ftudents might perhaps examine his beha- 
viour with an eye of prejudice and averfion ; but 
Julian eftablifhed, in the fchools of Athens, a ge- 
neral prepofleflion in favour of his virtues and 
talents, which was foon diffufed over the Roman 
world *^ 
Recalled to Whilft his hours were paffed in fludious retire- 
*"' ment, the emprefs, refolute to atchieve the ge- 
nerous defign which fhe had undertaken, was not 
unmindful of the care of his fortune. The death 
of the late Csefar had left Conftantius invefted 
with the fole command, and oppreflTed by the ac- 
cumulated weight of a mighty empire. Before 
the wounds of civil difcord could be healed, the 
provinces of Gaul were overwhelmed by a deluge 
of Barbarians, The Sarmatians no longer re- 

*9 Libanius and Gregory Nazianzen have exhaufted the arts as 
well as the powers of their eloquence, to reprefent Julian as the firft 
of heroes, or the worft of tyrants. Gregory was his fellow- ftudent 
at Athens j and the fymptoms, which he fo tragically defcribes, of 
the future wickednefs of the apoftate, amount only tofome bodily im- 
perfe6^ions, and to fome peculiarities in his fpeech and manner. 
He protefts, however, that he then forefaw and foretold the cala- 
mities of the chnrck and iiate (Greg, Nazianzen, Orat, iv. p*'i»if 

fpedcd 
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fpcfted the barrier of the Danube, The im- CHAP, 
punity of rapine had increafed the boldnefs and t_ ^ '_f ' 
numbers of the wild Ifaurians : thofe robbers de^ 
fcended from their craggy mountains to ravage 
the adjacent country, and had even prefumed, 
though without fuccefs, to befiege the important 
city of Seleucia, which was defended by a garri- 
fon of three Roman legions. Above all, the Per- 
fian monarch, elated by viftory, again threatened 
the peace of Afia, and the prefence of the em* 
peror was indifpenfably required, both in the 
Weft, and in the Eaft. For the firft time. Con- 
ftantius fincerely acknowledged, that his finglc 
ftrength was unequal to fuch an extent of care and 
of dominion *•. Infenfible to the voice of flattery, 
which alTured him that his all-powerful virtue, 
and celeftial fortune, would ftill continue to 
triumph over every obftacle, he liftened with 
complacency to the advice of Eufebia, which gra* 
tificd his indolence, without oflTending his fufpi- 
cious pride. As Ihe perceived that the remem- 
brance of Callus dwelt on the emperor's mind, 
Ihe artfully turned his attention to the oppofite 
charafters of the two brothers, which from thefr 
infancy had been compared to thofe of Domitian 
andof Titus^'. Sheaccuftomedherhufbandto con- 

J° Succumbere tot neceflltatibus tamque crebris unum fe quod 
nunquam fecerat aperte demonftrans. Ammian. 1. xv. c. 8. He 
then expreffes, in their own words, the flattering aflurances of the 
courtiers. 

5' Tantum atemperatis moribus Julian! differens fratris quantum 
inter Vefpafiani fiJios fuit, Domitianunr et Titum. Ammian. 1. xiv. 
c. 1 1. The circumftanccs and education of the two brothers were fo 
nearly the fame, as to afford a ftrgng example of the innate difference 
of chara^ers* 

fider 
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CHAP, fider Julian as a youth of a mild unambitious dif- 
poCtion, whofc allegiance and gratitude might be 
fecured by the gift of the purple, and who was 
qualified to fill, with honour, a fubordinate fta- 
tion, without afpiring to difpute the commands^ 
or to fhade the glories, of his fovereign and bene-f 
fador. After an obftinate, though fecret ftruggle, 
the oppofition of the favourite eunuchs fybmittcd 
to the afccndency of the emprefs ; and it was re- 
folved that Julian, after celebrating his nuptials 
ivith Helena, filler of Conftantius, Ihould be ap- 
pointed, with the title of Casfar, to reign over 
the countries beyond the Alps '*. 

Although the order which recalled him to court 
was probably accompanied by fome intimation of 
his approaching greatnefs, he appeals to the 
people of Athens to witnefs his tears of undiffem/ 
bled forrow, when he was reluflantly torn aw^ 
from his beloved retirement "• He trembled fof 
his life, for his fame, and even for .his virtue j and 
his fole confidence was derived from the perfua- 
fion, that Minerva infpired all his aftions, and 
that he was protefted by an inyifible guard of 
angels, whom for that purpofe Ihe had borrowed 
from the Sun and Moon, He approached, with 
horror, the palace of Milan; nor could the in- 
genuous youth conceal his indignation, whep he 
found himfelf accofted with falfe and fervile re- 
fpe6t by the affaflins of his family, Eufebia^ re- 

3* Ammianus, L xv. c. 8. Zofimus, 1. iii, p. 157, 138. 

U Julian, ad S. P. Q^ A. p. 275, 176. Libanius Oi*at. ic. 
p. *68, Jj^Han did not yield till the Gods had fignified their will by 
repeated vidons and omens. His piety then forbade him to refift. ^ 

joiping 
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joicing ir> the fuccefs of her benevolent fchemes,. ^^ ^ P- 
embraced him with the tendernefsof a fitter; and 
endeavoured, by the mod foothing carefles, to 
difpel his terrors, and reconcile him to his for- 
tune. But the ceremony of fhaving his beard, 
and his awkward demeanour, when he firft ex- 
changed the cloak of a Greek philofoph^r for the 
military habit of a Roman prince, amufed, during 
a few days, the levity of the Imperial court ^\ 

The emperors of the age of Comftantine no 
longer deigned to confult with the fenate in the 
choice of a colleague ; but they were anxious that 
their nomination fhould be ratified by the con- 
fent of the army. On this folemn occafion, the 
guards, with the other troops whofe ftations were 
in the neighbourhood of Milan, appeared under 
arms) and Conftantius afcended his lofty tri- 
bunal, holding by the hand his coufin Julian, 
who entered the fame day into the twenty-fifth 
year of his age ". In a ftudied fpeech, conceived 
and delivered with dignity, the emperor repre- 
fented the various dangers which threatened the 
profperity of the republic, the neceffity of naming 
a Casfar for the adminiftration of the Weft, and 
his own intention, if it was agreeable to their 
wifhes, of rewarding with the honours of the 
purple, the promifing virtues of the nephew of 
Conftantine. The approbation of the foldiers was 

14- Julian himfelf relates (p. 274.)> wi^^ ^ome humour, the cir- 
cumftances of his own metamorphofis, his downcaft looks, and his 
perplexity at being thus' fuddenly tranfported into a new world, where 
every ebjeft appeared ftrange and hoftile. 

}$ See Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xv. c. S. Zofimus, 1. Hi, p. 139. 
Aurelius Vi^lor. Vi^or Junior in Epitom. Eutiop. x. 14. 

teftified 
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c HAP. teftified by a rcfpcftful murmur: they gazed on 
y_^ -^ ' J. the manly countenance of Julian, and obfervcd 
with pleafurc, that the fire which fparkled in his 
eyes was tempered by a modeft blufh, on being 
thus expofed, for the firft time, to the public 
view of mankind. As foon as the ceremony of 
his inveftiture had been performed, Conftantius 
ftddrefTcd him with the tone of authority, which 
his fuperior age and ftation permitted him to af- 
fume ; and exhorting the new Csefar to deferve, 
by heroic deeds, that facred and immortal name, 
the emperor gave his colleague the ftrongeft af- 
furances of a friendfhip which Ihould never be 
impaired by time, nor interrupted by their fepa- 
ration into the mod diftant climates. As foon as 
the fpeech was ended, the troops, as a token 
of applaufc, claftied their fhields againft their 
knees ^* i while the officers who furrounded the 
tribunal exprefled, with decent referve, their fenfc 
of the merits of the reprefentative of Conftan- 
tius. 
«ndde. The two princcs returned to the palace in the 

Caefar, f^mc chariot J and during the flow proceflion, Ju- 
Nw 6^^^' lian repeated to himfelf a verfe of his favourite 
Homer, which he might equally apply to his for- 
tune and to his fears". The four-and-twenty 

t^ Militares omnes horrendo fragore foita genibus lUidentes; 
quod eft profperitatis indicium plenum ; nam contra cumhaftis clypei 
feriuntur, irx documentum eft et doloris. . . . Ammiauus adds, 
mith a nice diftinftion, Eumque ut potiori reve'rentia fervaretur, nee 
Xupra modum laudabant nee infra quom decebat. 

37 EXXaCi 9rof^ufi'f davATe;^ luti fAoi^a K^ttrmtfi. The word purfU^ 
vhich Homer had ufed as a vague but common epithet for deaths was 
applied by Julian to expref$, very aptly, the nature and objeft of lu0 
Dwn apprehenfions, 

3 days 
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idays which the Caefar fpent at Milan after his in- C ^^^^ 
veftiture, and the firft months of his Gallic reign, 
were devoted to a fplendid, but fevere captivity 5 
Dor could the acquifition of honour compenfate for 
the lofs of freedom ^'. His fteps were watched, 
his correfpondence was intercepted j and he was 
obliged, by prudence, to decline the vifits of his 
inoft intimate friends. Of his former domeftics, 
/our only were permitted to attend him j two 
pages, his phyfician, and his librarian ; the laft of 
whom was employed in the care of a, valuable col- 
ledion of books, the gift of the cmprefs, who 
ftudied the inclinations as well as the intereft of 
her friend. In the room of thefe faithful fer- 
vants, an houfehold was formed, fuch indeed as 
became the dignity of a Caefar : but it was filled 
with a crowd of flaves, deftitute, and perhaps in- 
capable of any attachment for their new matter, 
to whom, for the moft part, they were either un- 
known or fufpedled. His want of experience 
. might require thp affiflance of a wife counfel 5 but 
the minute inftructions which regulated the fer- 
vice of his table, and thed^ftribution of his hours, 
were adapted to a youth ftill under the difciplinc 
of his praeceptors, rather than to the fituitidn of 
a prince entrufted with the„ conduft of an im- 

J* H« reprefents, in the moft pathetic terms (p. 277. )> ^c dif- 
trcfs of hU new fituation. The provifion for his table was howeyer 
£0 elegant and fumptuous, that the yonng philofopher rcjef^ed it wiih 
difdain. CJuuin 4egeret libellnm aflidue, quern Conftantius ut pi-i- 
vignum ad ftudia mittens raanii fui confcripferat, pnclicenter dif- 
ponens quid in convivio Caeraris impend! deberet, Phafianum, et 
vulvam et fumen cxigi vctuit ct inferri. Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xvi. 
•.5. 
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CHAP, portant war. If he afpired to deferve the efteeni 

h. ^\f of his fubjcfts, he was checked by the fearofdif- 

pleafing his fovereign i and even the Jruits of his 

marriage-bed were blaftcd by the jealous artifices 

of Eufebia '' herfelf, who, on this oeeafion alone, 

feems to have been unmindful of the tendernefs 

of her fex, and the generofity of her charader* 

The memory of his father and of his brothers re*- 

minded Julian of his own danger, and his appre- 

henfions were encreafed by the recent and un- 

Fatal end worthy fate of Sylvanus. In the fummer whic^h 

nL^^^^*" preceded his own elevation, that general had been 

A.D, 355, chofen to deliver Gaul from the tyranny of the 

Septembert _ 

Barbarians j but Sylvanus foon difcovered that he 
had left his mod dangerous enemies in the Im- 
perial court. A d'ex^terous informer, counte- 
nanced by fevcral of the principal minifters, pro- 
cured from him fome recommendatory letters; 
and crazing the whole of the contents, except the 
fignature, filled up the vacant parchment with 
matters of high and treafonable import. By the 
induftry and courage of his friends, the fraud was 
however detefted, an3 in a great council of the 

39 If we recoil eft that Conftantine, the father of Helena, died 
above eighteen years before in a mature old age, it will appear pro- 
bable, that the daughter, though- a virgin, could not be very young 
at the time of her marriage. She was foon afterwards delivered of 
a fon, who died immediately, quod obftetrix comipta mercede, mox 
natum praefefto plufquam convenerat umbilico necavit. She accom- 
panied the emperor and emprefs in their journey to Rome, and the 
latter, quaefitum venenum bibere per fraudem illexit, ut quotief- 
cunque concepiflet, immatuinim abjiceret partum. Ammian. 1. xvi. 
c. 10. Our phyficians will determine whether there exifts fuch a 
poifon. For my own part, I am inclined to hope that the public 
malignity imputed the efFe^ of accident as the guilt of Eufebia. ^ 

civil 
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civil and military officers, held in the prefenct of ^^ix ^' 
the emperor himfelf, the innocence of Sylvanus 
was publicly acknowledged. But the difcovery 
came too late j the report of the calumny, and the 
hafty feizure of his eftate, had already provoked 
the indignant chief to the rebellion of which he 
•was fo unjuftly accufed. He aflumed the purple 
at his head-quarters of Cologne, and his adive 
powers appeared to menace Italy with an invafion, 
and Milan with a fiege. In this emergency, Ur- 
ficinus, a general of equal rank, regained, by aa 
aft of treachery, the favour which he had loft by 
his eminent fervices in the Eaft. Exafperated, as 
he might fpecioufly allege^ by injuries of a fimilar 
nature, he haftened with a few followers to join 
the ftandard, and to betray the confidence, of his 
too credulous friend. After a reign of only 
twenty-eight days, Sylvanus was affaflinated ; 
the foldiers who, without any criminal intention, 
had blindly followed the example of their leader, 
immediately returned to their allegiance; and 
the flatterers of Conftantius celebrated the wif- 
dom and felicity of the monarch who had exr- 
tinguiftied a civil war without the hazard of a 
battle *\ 

The prote£lion of the Rhastian frontier, and Conftan- 
the perfecution of the Catholic Church, detained Rome! 
Conftantius in Italy above eighteen months after ^*^: 357f 
the departure of Julian. Before the emperor re*- 
turned into the Eaft, he indulged his pride and 

40 Ammianus (xv. 5.) was perfeftly well informed of the conduft 
and fate of Sylvanus. He hirafelf was one of the few followers who 
attended Urficinus in his dangerous cnterprife, 

j^ curiofity 
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Chap, curiofity in a vifit to the ancient capital *\ He 
proceeded from Milan to Rome along the -Etni- 
lian and Flaminian ways ; and as foon as he ap- 
proached within forty miles of the city, the march 
of a prince who had never vanquifhed a foreign 
enemy, aflumed the appearance of a triumphal 
proceflion. His fplendid train was compofed of 
all the miniftcrs of luxury j but in a time of pro-!- 
found peace, he was cncompafled by the glitter- 
ing arms of the numerous fquadrons of his guards 
and cuiraffiers. Their ftreaming banners of filk, 
cmbofled with gold, and fhaped in the form of 
dragons, waved round the perfon of the em- 
peror. Conftantius fat alone in a lofty car re- 
fplendent with gold and precious gems j and> tx^ 
cq)t when he bowed his head to pafs under the 
gates of the cities, he afFedted a ftatcly demeanour 
of inflexible, and, as it might fccm, of infenfiblp 
gravity. The fevere difcipline of the Perfian 
youth had been introduced by the eunuchs into 
the Iniperial palace; and fuch were the habits of 
patience which they had inculcatedi that, during 
a flow and fultry march, he was never feen to 
move his hand towards his face, or to turn his 
eyes either to the right or to the left. He was 
received by the magiftrates and fenate of Rpme j 
and the emperor furveyed, with attention, the civil 
honours of the republic, and the confular images 
of the noble families. The ftreetis were lined 

4» For the particulars of the vifit of Conftantius to Rome, fee Am- 
mianus, 1. xvi. c, lo. We have only to add, that Theraiftius was 
appointed deputy from Conftantinople, and that he compofed his 
fourth Oration for this ceremony. 

with 
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With an innumerable multitude. Their repeated cl^iAP. 
acclamationi cxprefled their joy at beholding, _^ ^ '^ 
after an abfence of thirty- two years, the facred 
pcrfon of their fovereign ; and Conftantius him- 
fclf expreffcd, with fome pleafantry, his affefted 
furprife that the human race Ibould thus fuddcnly 
be collefted oh the fame fpot; The fon of Con- 
ftantine was lodged in the ancient palace of 
Auguflus : he prefided in the fcnate, harangued 
the people from the tribunal which Cicero had fo 
often afcendedi affifted with unufual courtefy at 
the games of the Circus, and accepted the crowns 
of gold, as well as the panegyrics which had been 
prepared for this ceremony by the deputies of the 
principal cities. His fhort vifit of thirty days 
was employed in viewing the monuments of art 
,and power^ which were fcattered over the feven 
hills and the interjacent vallies. He admired the 
awful majefty of the capitol^ the vaft extent of 
the baths of Caracalla and Diocletian, the fevere 
fimplicity of the Pantheon, the mafTy greatnei's of 
the amphitheatre of Titus, the elegant archi- 
tedlurc of the theatre of Pompey and the Temple 
of Peace, and, above allj the ftately ftfufture of 
the Forum and column of Trajan 5 acknowledg- 
ing, that the voice of fame, fo prone to invent 
and to magnify, had made an inadequate report 
of the metropolis of the world. The traveller, 
who has contemplated the ruins of ancient Rome, 
may conceive fome imperfect idea of the fenti- 
itients which they mtift have infpired when they 
reared their heads in the fplendour of unfullied ; 
beauty. 
Vol. III. O The 
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CHAP. The fatisfaftion which Conftantius had received 

XIX. 

» -^ .^ from this journey exciced him to the generous 
dbJiT emulation of bcftowing on the Romans fome me- 
morial of his own gratitude and munificence^ 
His firft idea was to imitate the equeftrian and 
coloflTal ftatuc which he had fccn in the Forum of 
Trajan i but when he had maturely weighed the 
difficulties of the execution *% he chofe rather to 
cmbellifli the capital by the gift of an Egyptian 
obclilk. In a remote but poliflied age, which 
feems to have preceded the invention of alpha- 
betical writing, a great number of thefe obeliflcs 
had been erc£tcd> in the cities of Thebes and He- 
liopolis, by the ancient fovcrcigns of Egypt 
in a juft confidence that the fimplicity of their 
form, and the hardnefs of their fubftance, would 
rcfift the injuries of time and violence *'. Several 
of thefe extraordinary columns had been tranf- 
ported to Rome by Auguftus and his fucceflbrs^ 
a$ the moft durable monuments of their power 
and victory ** i but there remained one obeJifk, 

4^ Hoi-mifdas, a fugitive prince of Peifia, obferved to the em- 
peror, that if he made luch a horfe, he muft think of preparing ar 
(imilar ftable (the Forum of Trajan). Apother faying of Hormif- 
das is recorded, " that one thing only had dijpleafed him, to find that 
" men died at Rome as well as elfewhere," If we adopt this read- 
ing of the text of Ammianus {difpHculffe inftead of j^lacuiji), we may 
confider it as a reproof of Roman vanity. The contraiy fenfe would 
be that of a mifanthrope. 

4J When Germanicus vifited the ancient monuments of Thebes>. 
the eldeft of the priefts explained to him the meaning of thefe hiero^ 
glyphics.. Tacit. Annal. ii, c. 60. But it feems probable, that 
before the ufeful invention of an alphabet, thefe natural or arbitrary^ 
(igns were the common chara6ters of the Egyptian nation. See War- 
burton*s Divine Legation of Mofes, vol. iii. p. 69^-243. 

44 See Plin. Hiil. Natur. U xxxvi. c. i/^ 15. 

which^ 
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which, from its fize or fandlity, cfcaped for a long CHAP. 
time the rapacious vanity of the conquerors. It ^— .yJ-^ 
was defigned by Conftantin^ to adorn his new 
city *^ J and, after being removed by his order 
from the pedeftal where it flood before the Temple 
of the Sun at Heliopolis, Was floated down the 
Nile to Alexandria. The death of Conftantinc 
fufpended the execution of his purpofe, and this 
obelifk was defl:ined by his fon to the ancient 
capital of the empire. A v^ffd of uncommon 
ftrength and capacioufnefs was provided to con- 
vey this enormous weight of granite, at leafl: an 
hundred and fifteen feet in length, from the 
banks of the Nile to thofe of the Tyber. The 
obeliflc of Conftantius was landed about three 
miles from the city, and elevated, by the efforts 
of art and labour, in the great Circus pf 
Rome^. 

The departure of Conftantius from Rome was The Qua- 
haftened by the alarming, intelligence of the s'a^ma"ian 
diftrefs and danger of the Illyrian provinces, ^^^ 
The diftraftions of civil war, and the irreparable 358, 359/ 
lofs which the Roman legions had fuftained in 
the battle of Murfa, expofed thofe countries, 
almoft without defence, to the light cavalry of 

45 Ammian. Marcellin, I. xvii. c. 4. He gives us a Greek in- 
terpretation of the hieroglyphics, and his commentator Lindenbro- 
gius adds a Latin infcription, which, in twenty verfes of the age of 
Conftantius, contain a fhort hiftory of the obelilk. 

46 See Donat, Ronia Antiqua, 1. iii* c. 14. 1. iv. c. i*. and the 
learned, though confufed, DifTertation of Bargteus on Obelifks, in- 
ferted in the fourth volume of Gi-aevius's Roman Antiquities, 
p. 1897— 1936, This DifTertation is dedicated to pope Sixtus V. 
who ere6Tted the obelifk of Conftantius in the fquare before the pa- 
triarchal church of St. John Lateran. 

O 2 the 
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^xix^ the Barbarians ; and particularly to the inroadis 
of the Quadi, a fierce and powerful nation, wha 
fccm to have exchanged the inftitutions of Ger- 
many for the arms and military arts of their Sar- 
matian alJies *^^ The garpifons of the frontier 
were infufiicient to check their progrefsf and the 
indolent monarch was at length compelled to* 
aflemblc, from the extremities of his dominions, 
the flower of the Palatine troops, to take the 
field in perfon, and to employ a whole campaign^ 
with the preceding autumn and the enfuing 
fpring^ in the fcrious profecution of the war.. 
The emperor pafled the Danube on- a bridge of 
boats, cut in pieces all that encountered his 
march, penetrated into the heart of the country 
of the Quadi, and fcverely retaliated the calami'- 
ties which they had inflided on the Roman pro^ 
vince. The difmayed Barbarians were foon re- 
duced to fue for peace: they offered the reftitution 
of his captive fubjeds, as an atonement for the 
pad, and the nobleft hoftages as a pledge of their 
future conduft. The generous courtefy which 
was iliewn to the firfl: among their chieftains who 
implored the clemency of ConPtantius, encou- 
raged the more timid, or the more obflinate, to 
imitate their example ; and the Imperial camp was 
crowded with the princes and ambafTadors of the 
moft diftant tribes, who occupied the plains of 
the Lefler Poland, and who might have deemed 
themielves fecure behind the lofty ridge of the 
Carpathian mountains. While Conftantius gave- 

47 The events of this Quadian and Sarmatian war are related hj 
Amminnvis, xvi. lo. xvii. X2, 13. x'x. ii. 

kws^ 
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laws to the Barbarians beyond the Danube, he CHAP* 
tJiftinguifhed with fpecions connpaffion the Sar- ^, -y-L^ 
matian exiles, who had been lexpelled from their 
native country by the rebellion t)f their flaves, 
and who formed a-v^ry confiderable atrceffion to 
the power of the Quadi. The emperor, -em-^ 
bracing a generous but artful fyftem of policy, 
releafed the Sarmatians from the bands of this 
humiliating dependence, and reftored them, by 
a feparate treaty, to the dignity of a nation 
united under the government of a king, the friend 
and ally of the republic. He declared hrs refo- 
lutionof afferting the juftice of ^their caufe, and 
of fecuring the peace of the provinces by the ex- 
tirpation, -or at lead the banifhmenf, of the Li- 
migantes, whofe if^anners were ftill infeifled with 
the vices of their fervile origin. The execution 
of this defign was attended with more difficulty 
than glory. The territory of the Limigantes was 
protedted againft the Romans by the Danube, 
againft the hoftile Ba^rbarians by the Teyfs. The 
marfhy lands which lay between thofe rivers, and 
were often covered by their inundations, formed 
an intricate wildernefs, pervious t)nly to the inha- 
bitants, who were acqtiainted with its fecret paths 
and inaccefllble fortreffes. On the approach of 
Conftantius, the Limigantes tried the efficacy of 
prayers, of fraud, and of arms; but l>e fternly 
rejeded their fupplications, defeated their rude 
ftratagems, and repelled with fldll and firmnefs 
the efforts of their irregular valour. One of 
their mod warlike tribes, eflablifhed in a fmall 
iOand towards the conflux of the Teyfs and the 
O 3 Danube^ 
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CHAP. Danube, confcritcd to pafs the river with the in- 
^ y ' > tcntion of furprtfing the emperor during thp 
fccurity of an amicable conference. They foon 
became the vidims of the perfidy which they 
meditated. Encompafled on every fide, tram- 
pled down by the cavalry, flaughtered by the 
' fwords of the legjons, they difdained to a(k for 
mercy; and with an undaunted countenance ftill 
grafped their weapons in the agonies of death, 
After this yiftory a confiderable body of Romany 
was landed on the oppofite banks of the Danpbe i 
the Taifalas, a Gothic tribe engaged in the fcrvice 
of the empire, invaded the Limigantes on the 
fide of the Tey(*sj and their former matters, the 
free Sarmatians, animated by hope and revenge^ 
penetrated through the hilly country into the heart 
of their ancient poffeffions. A general conflagration 
revealed the huts of the Barbarians, which were 
feated in the depth of the vvildernefs j and the 
foldier fought with confidence qn marfhy ground^ 
which it was dangerous for him to tread. In thi^ 
extremity the braveft of the Linnigantes were re- 
folved to die ip arms, rather than to yield : but 
the milder fentimen^, enforced by the authority 
of their elders, at length prevailed ; and the 
fuppliant crowd, followed by their wives and 
children, repaired to the Imperial czrtxp, totlear^ 
their fate from the mouth of the conquerar. 
After celebrating his own clemency, which wa4 
ftill inclined to pardon their repeated ^rinies, and 
to fpare the remnant of a guilty nation. Con- 
ftantius alTigned for the place of their exile a re-r 
mote country, where they might enjoy a fafe and 

honourable 
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jionourable rcpofc. The Limigantes obeyed with ^ ^ A P. 
ireludance j but before they could reach, at leaft l- -y .-j 
before they could occupy, their deftined habita- 
tions, they returned to the banks of the Danube, 
exaggerating the hardlHips of their fituation, and 
requefting, with fervent profeflions of fidelity^ 
that the emperor wotjid grant them an undifturb- 
.■cd fectlement within the limits of the Roman 
provinces. Inftead of confulting his own ex- 
perience of their incurable perfidy, Conftantius 
Jiftened to his flatterers, jkvho were ready to repre- 
fent the honour and advantage of accepting a 
<:olony of foldiers, at a time when it was much 
<eafier to obtain the pecuniary contributions, thaa 
the military fervice of the fubjedls of the empire.. 
The Limigantes were permitted to pafs the Da- 
nube i and the emperor gave audience to the 
multitude in a large plain near the modern city of 
Buda. They furrounded the tribunal, and feem- 
cd to hear with refpeft an oration full of mildnefs 
and dignity ^ when one of the Barbarians, catt- 
ing his (hoe into the air, exclaimed with a loud 
voice, Marha! Marba ! a word of defiance, which 
was received as the fignal of the tumult. They 
rufhed with fury to feize the perfon of the em- 
peror ; his royal throne and golden couch were 
pillaged by thefe rude hands; but the faithful 
defence of his guards, who died at his fctty allow* 
ed him a moment to mount a fleet horfe, and to 
cfcape from the confufion. The difgrace which 
had been incurred by a treacherous furprife was 
foon retrieved by the numbers and difcipline of 
the Romans i and the combat was only terminated 
O 4 by 
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CHAP, by the extinftion of the name and nation of the 

XIX. 

\^.-^ '^ Limigantcs. The free Sarmatians were reinftated 
in the poffeffion of their ancient feats j an^ al- 
though Conftantius diftrufted the levity of their 
charafter, he entertained fome hopes that a fenfc 
of gratitude might influence their future conduft, 
lie had remarked the lofty ftature and obfequious 
demeanour of Zizais, one of the pobleft of their 
chiefs, lie conferred on him the title of King ; 
and Zizais proved that he wa^ not un^j^rorthy to 
reign, by a fincere and lading attachment to the 
intereftof his benefaftor, who, after this fplendid 
fuccefs, received the name oi Sarmaticus from the 
acclamations of his vidorious army *'. 
The Per- While the Roman emperor and the Perfiaq 
ciat'onf^' monarch, at thediflance of three thoufand miles, 
A.D. 358. defended their extreme limits againft the Bar- 
barians of the Danube and of the Oxus, their 
intermediate frontier experienced the viciflitudes 
of a languid war, and a precarious truce. Two 
of the'eaftern minifters of Conftantius, the Prae- 
torian praefeft Mufonian, whofe abilities wer? 
difgraced by the want of truth and integrity, and 
Caffian duke of Mefopotamia, a hardy and vete- 
ran foldier, opened a fecret negpciation with the 
Satrap Tamfapor *^ Thefe overtures of peace^i 
tranflated into the fcrvile and flattering language 
of Afia, were tranfmitted to the camp of the 
Great King} who refplyed to fignify, by an am- 

4^ Genti Sarmatanim magno decori confidens apud cos regem 
dedit. Aurelius Victor. In a pompous oration pronounced hj 
Conftantius himfelf, he expc|iates on his own exploits with mucl^ 
vanity, and fome truth. 

Ammian. xvi. 9. 

b^flfador, 
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baflador, the terms which he was inclined to CHAP. 

XIX 

grant to the fuppliant Romans. Narfes, whom 

he invefted with that charaftcr, was honourably 
received in his paffage through Antioch and Con- 
ftantinople: he reached Sirmium after a long jour- 
ney, and, at bis firft audience, refpeftfuUy un* 
folded the fiiken veil which covered the haughty 
cpiftle of his fovereign. Sapor, King of Kings, 
and Brother of the Sun and Moon (fuch were 
the lofty titles afFedted by Oriental vanity), ex- 
preflTed his fatisfadion that his brother, Conftan- 
tius Caefar, had been taught wifdom by adver- 
fity. As the lawful fucceffor of Darius Hyftafpes, 
Sapor afferted, that the river Strymon in Mace- 
donia was the true and anciejiY boundary of his 
empire j declaring, however, that as an evidence 
of his moderation, he would content himfelf 
with the provinces of Armenia and Mefopotamia, 
which had been fraudulently extorted from his 
anceftors. He alleged, that* without the re- 
ftitution of thefe difputed countries, it was im- 
poflible to eftablifh any treaty on a folid and per- 
manent bafis ; and he arrogantly threatened, that 
if his ambaflador returned in vain, he was pre- 
pared to take the field in the fpring, and to fup- 
port the juftice of his caufe by the ftrength of his 
invincible arms. Narfes, who was endowed with 
the mod polite and amiable manners, endeavour- 
ed, as far as was confident with his duty, tofoften 
the harlhnefs of the mcflage ^^ Both the ftyle 

and 

so Ammianus (xvli. 5.) tranfcribcs the haughty letter. The- 
l^itius (Orat. iv. p. 5^. edit. Pctav.) .takes notice of the iilk coverr 

ing. 
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CUAP. and fubftancc were maturely weighed in the Inw 
perial council, and he was difmifled with the 
following anfwer : " Conftantius had a right to 
** difclaim the oflicioufnefs of his minifters, who 
^* had a6led without any fpecific orders from the 
*' throne : he was not, however, averfe to an 
** equal and honoiirable treaty j but it was highly 
** indecent, as well as abfurd, to propofe to the 
** fole and vidorious emperor of the Roman 
*' world, the fame conditions of peace which he 
** had indignantly rejedted at the time when his 
" power was contrafted within the narrow limits 
** of the Eaft : the chance of arms was uncertain j 
*' and Sapor (hould recoiled, that if the Romans 
•« had fometimes been vanquifhed in battle, they 
«« had almoft always been fuccefsful in the event 
" of the war." A few days after the departure 
t>f Narfes, three ambafladors were fent to the 
court of Sapor, who was already returned from 
the Scythian expedition to his ordinary refidence 
of Ctefiphon. A count, a notary, and a fophift, 
had been felefted for this important conKniffionj 
and Conftantius, who was fecretly anxious for the 
conclufion of the peace, entertained fome hopes 
that the dignity of the firft of thefe minifters, 
the dexterity of the fccond, and the rhetoric of 
the third '', would perfuade the Pcrfian monarch 

to 

ing. Idatiiis and Zonaras mention die journey of the ambaflador j 
and Peter the Patrician (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 28.) has informed u^ 
of his conciliating behaviour. 

5* Ammianus, xvii. 5. and Valefius ad loc. The fophift, orphi- 
lofopher (in that age thefe words were ahuoft fynonymous), was 
Euilathius the Cappadocian, the difciple of Jamblichus, and the 
friend of St, Bafil. Eunaplus (in Vit, JEdcfii, p. <^— 47-) fondly 

?itu-ibutcf 
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to abate of the rigpur of liis demands, But the ^ HA P. 
progrefs of their negociaiioji was oppofcd and de- 
feated by this hpftiie arts of Antoninus *% a Rot 
inan fubjeft of Syri^, who had fled from oppref- 
fion, arid was ;^dmitted into the pounqils of Sapor, 
and even to the royal table, where, according to 
the ciiftom pf the Perfians, the moft import anjc 
bufinefs was frequently dircuffed*\ The dex- 
terous fugitive promoted his intereft by the (kmc 
condud which gratified his, revenge. He incef- 
fantly urjged the ambition of his new matter, to 
icmbracc the favourable opportunity when the 
bravcft of the Palatine troops were employed with 
die emperor in a dittant war on the Danube. He 
prefled Sapor to invade this cxhaufted and defence- 
lefs provinces of thp E.aft, with the numerous ar- 
mies of Perfia, now fortified by the alliance and 
acceflion of the fiercell Barbarians. The ambaf- 
fadors of Rome retired without fucccfs, and a 
fecond embaffy, of a ftill more honourable rank, 
was detained it\ ftridi: confinement, and threatened 
jcither with death or exile. 

attributes to this philofophic ambaflador the glory of enchanting th<5 
Barbarian king by the perfiiafive charms of reafon and elo- 
quence. See Tillcmont^ Kift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. Sag. 
1x32. 

5» Amnnian. xyiii. 5, 6. 8. The decent and refpe^lful behaviour 
pf Antoninus towards the Roman geneial fets him in a very intereft- 
ing light J and Ammianus himfelf ^eaks of the traitor with fome 
compafllon and eHeem. 

$3 This circuynftance, as it is noticed by Ammianus, ferves to 
prove the veracity of Herodotus (I. i. c. I33.)j ^^^^ ^^® permanency 
of thePerfian manners. In every age tlie Perfians have been addi<5l* 
ed to intemperance, and tke wines-of Shii*az have triumphed ever the 
law of Mahomet. Briifon de Regno Perf. 1. ii. p. 462—471. and 
phardir, Voyages en FQi'k, torn. iii. p. 90. 

' The 
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CHAP. The military hiflorian '% who was himfelf dif- 
n_-^_* patched to obfcrve the army of the Pcrfians, as 
invafionof tj^^y wcfc preparing to conftruft a bridge of boats 
tamiaby over the Tigris, beheld from an eminence the 
^V.\s9- P^^^^ of Affyria, as far as the edge of the horizon, 
covered with men, with horfes, and with arms. 
Sapor appeared in the front, confpicuous by the 
fplendor of his purple. On his left hand, the 
place of honour among the Orientals, Grumbates, 
king of the Chionites, difplayed the ftcrn coun- 
tenance of an aged and renowned warrior. The 
monarch had referved a fimilar place on his right 
hand for the king of the Albanians, who led his 
independent tribes from the (hores of the Cafpian. 
The fatraps and generals were diftributed ac- 
cording to their feveral ranks, and the whole 
army, befides the numerous train of Oriental 
luxury, confiftcd of more than one hundred thou- 
fand cffedive men, inured to fatigue, and felec- 
ted from the bravcft nations of Afia. The R6- 
man defcrter, who in fome meafurc guided the 
councils of Sapor, had prudently advifed, that, 
inftead of wafting the fummer in tedious and dif- 
ficult fieges, he ftiould march directly to the Eu- 
phrates, and prefs forwards without delay tofeizc 
the feeble and wealthy metropolis of Syria. But 
the Perfians were no fooner advanced into the 
plains of Mefopotomia, than they difcovered that 
every precaution had been uftd which could re- 
tard their progrefs, or defeat their dcfign. The 
inhabitants, with their cattle, were fecured ia 

54 Ammian. I. xviii. 6, 7, S. 10. 

places 
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places of ftrcngth, the green forage through- ^ 
out the country was fet on fire, the fords of 
the river were fortified by Iharp (lakes ; mili- 
tary engines were planted on the oppofite banks, 
and a feafonable fwell of the waters of the Eu- 
phrates deterred the Barbarians from attempting 
the ordinary paffage of the bridge of Thapfacus* 
Their fkilful guide, changing his plan of opera- 
tions, then copduded the army by a longer cir- 
cuit, but through a fertile territory, towards the 
head of the Euphrates, where the infant river is 
reduced to a (hallow and acce(rible ftream. Sapor 
overlooked, with prudent difdain, the ftrength of 
Nifibis; but as he pafled under the walls of 
Amida, he refolved to try whether the majefty of 
his prefence would not awe the garrifon into im- 
mediate fubmiflion. The facrilegious infult of a 
random dait, which glanced againft the royal 
tiara, convinced him of his error ; and the indig- 
nant monarch liftened with impatience to the 
advice of his minifters, who conjured him, not to 
facrifice the fuccefs of his ambition to the gratifi- 
cation of his refentment. The following day 
Grumbates advanced towards the gates with a fe- 
kft body of troops, and required the inflant fur- 
render of the city, as the only atonement which 
could be accepted for fuch an aft of ra(hnefs and 
infolence. His propofaU were anfwered by a ge- 
neral difcharge, and his only fon, a beautiful and 
valiant youth, was pierced through the heart by 
a javelin, (hot from one of the baliftse. The fu- 
neral of the prince of the Chionites was celebrated 
according to the rites of his country j and the 
§ grief 
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CHAP, grief of his aged father was alleviated by the fo^ 
y_ -J i lemn promife of Sapor, that the guilty city of' 
Amida fhould fcrve as a funeral pile to expiate 
the deaths and to perpctliate the memory, of his 
fon. 
Siege of 7^^^ ancient city of Amid or A^nida "^ which 
fomctimes aflumes the provincial appellation of 
Diarbekir '% is advantageoufly fituate in a fertile 
plain, watered by the natural and artificial chan- 
nels of the Tigris, of which the lead inconfider- 
able dream bends in a fcmicircular form^ound the 
caftern part of the city. The emperor Gonftan- 
tius had recently jzonferred on Amida the Ifbnour- 
of his own name,> and the additional fortifications 
of ftrong walls and lofty towers. It was provided 
with an arfenal ^6f military engines, and the ordi- 
nary garrifon had been reinforced to the amount 
offeven legions^ when the place was invefted by 
the arms of Sapor ^'. His firft and moft fan- 
guine hopes depended on the fuccefs of a general 

ST For the dcfcription of Amida, fee d'Herbelot, Bibliotheque 
Orientale, p. loS. Hiftoire de Timur Bee, par Cherefeddin Ali, 
1. iii. c;4i. Ahmed Arabfiades, torn. i. p. 331. c. 43. Voyages 
de Tavei-nier, torn. i. p» 301. Voyages d'Otter, torn. ii. p. 273; 
and Voyages de Niebuhr, torn. ii. p. 324—328. The laft of thefe 
travellers, a learned and accurate Dane, has given a plan of Amida, 
which illuftrates the operations of the fiege. 

56 Diarbekir, which is ftiled Amid, or Kara- Amid, in the public 
writings of the Turks, contains above 16,000 houfes, and is the re- 
fidence of a paflia with three tails. The epithet of Auxrj is derived 
from the blacknefs of the ftone which compofes the Ibxng and ancient 
wall of Amida, 

57 The operations of the fiege of Amida are very minutely de- 
fcribed by Ammianus (xix. i— 9.)> who a6led an honourable part in 
the defence, and efcaped with difficulty when the city was ftoiined b/ 
the Perfians. 

t affault. 
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tfflault. To t\\t feveral nations which followed CIVAIP;^ 
his ftandard their refpedive pofts were affigned j ._^ ^ ' ^^ 
the fouth to the Vertae, the north to the Alba* 
nians, the caft to the Chionites, inflanried with, 
grief and indignation i the weft to the Segeftans> 
the braveft of his warriors, who covered their 
front with a formidable line of Indian elephants '\ 
The Perfians, on every fide, fupported their ef- 
forts, and animated their courage j and the mo- 
narch himfclf, carelefs of his rank andfafcty, dif-^ 
played in the profecution of the fiege, the ardor 
of a youthful foldier. After an obftinate combat, 
the Barbarians were repulfed ; they inceflantly 
returned to the charge; they were again drivea 
back with a dreadful flaughter, and two rebel le- 
gions of Gauls, who had been baniftied into the. 
Eaft, fignalized their undifciplined courage by a, 
nofturnal fally into the heart of the Perfian camp* 
In one of the fierceft of thefe repeated aflaultSy 
Amida was betrayed by the treachery of a de- 
ferter, who indicated to the Barbarians a fecret 
and neglefted ftaircafe, fcooped out of the rock 
that hangs over the ftream of the Tigris. Se- 
venty chofen archers of the royal guard afcended 
in filence to the third ftory of a lofty tower whicb 

58 Of thefe four nations, the Albanians are too well known to re- 
quire any dercription. The Segeftans inhabited a large and level- 
country, which ftill preferves their name, to the fouth of Khoraian^ 
and the weft of Hindofian (See Geographia Nubienfis, p. 13 j. acd' 
d'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 797.)' Notwithftandiog thQ 
boafted viftory of Bahi*am (vol. i. p. 410.), the Segeftans, above 
fourfcore years afterwards, appear as an independent nation, the 
ally of Perfia. We are ignorant of the fituation of the Vertae and 
Chionites, but I am inclined to place them (at leaft the latter) to-^: 
wards the confines of India and Scythia. See Ammian. xvi. 9. 

com* 
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CHAP, commanjded the precipice i they elevated on higfi 
the Perfian bannerj the fignal of confidence to the 
aflfailantSj and of difmay to the befiegcd ; and if 
this devoted band could have maintained their 
port: a few minutes longer, the reduftion of the 
.place might have been purchafed by the facrifice 
of their lives* After Sapor had tried, without 
fuccefs, the efficacy of force and of ftratagem, he 
bad recourfe to the flower but more certain opera- 
tions of a regular fiege^ in the conduct of which 
he was inftrucled by the fkill of the Roman de- 
fcrters. The trenches were opened at a conve- 
nient diftance, and the troops deftined for that 
fcrvice advanced under the portable cover of 
ftrong hurdles, to fill up the ditch, and under- 
mine the foundations of the walls^ Wooden 
towers were at the fame time conftrufted, and 
moved forwards on wheels, till the foldiers, who 
were provided with every fpecies of miffile wea- 
ports, could engage almoft on level ground with 
the troops who defended the fampart. Every 
mode of refiftance which ^rt could fuggeft, or 
courage could execute, was employed in the de- 
fence of Amida, and the works of Sapor were 
rtiote than bnce deftroyed by the fire of the Ro- 
mans. But the rcfources of a befieged city may 
be exhaufted. The Perlians repaired their lofles, 
and pufhcd their approaches ; a large breach was 
made by the battering-ram, and the ftrength of 
the garrifon, wafted by the fword and by difeafe^ 
yielded to the fury of the aflault. The ioldiers, 
the citizens, their wives, their children, all who 

had 
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fead not time to efcape through the*oppo(ite gate, ^ ^ ^ P. 
■were involved by the conquerors in a promifcuouis u.— y*-^ 
maflacre. 

But the ruin of Amida was the fafety of the of sin- 
Roman provinces. As foon as the firft tranfports a.d. 360, 
ofviftory had fubfided. Sapor was at leifure to 
refleft> that to chaftife a difobedient citj^, he had 
loft the.flowerof his troopSj and the moft favour- 
able feafon . for conqueft '^. Thirty thoufand of 
his veterans had fallen under the walls of Amida> 
during the continuance of a fiege which lafted 
feventy-three days j and the difappointed mo- 
narch returned to his capital with afFefted triumph 
and fecret mortification. It is more than prob- 
able, that the inconftancy of his Barbarian allies 
was tempted to relinquifti a war in which they 
had encountered fuch unexpefted difficulties ; and 
that the aged king of the Chionitcs, fatiated with 
revenge, turned away with horror from a fcene 
of aftion where he had been deprived of the hope 
of his family and nation. The ftrength as well as 

59 Animlanus has marked the chronology of this year by three 
figtis, which do not perfectly coincide with each other, or with the 
feries of the hiftory. i. The corn was ripe when Sapor invaded 
Mefopotamia j " Cum jam ftipula flavente turgerent j" a circum* 
ftance, which, in the latitude of Aleppo, would naturally refer us 
to the month of April or May. See Harmer's Obfervations on 
Scripture, vol. i, p. 4.1. Shaw's Travels, p. 335. edit. 4to. %. The 
progrefs of Sapor was checked by the overflowing of the Euphrates, 
which generally happens in July and Auguft. Plin. Hid. Nat. v. 
21. Viaggi di Pietro della Valle, tom. i. p. 696. 3. When Sapor 
had taken Amida, after a fiege of feventy-three days, the autumn 
was far advanced. " Autumno precipiti hsedoruraque improbo 
<« fidere extoto." To reconcile thefe apparent contradi^ions, we 
muft allow for fome delay in the Perfian king, fome inacciiracy in 
the hiftorian, and fome diforder in the feafons. 

Vol. III. P fpirit 
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^ XIX ^* ^P^^^ ^ ^^ ^*™y ^^^'^ which Sapor took the ficW 
in the enfoing fprifig^ was no longer equal to the 
unbounded views of his ambition. Inftead of 
a^iring to the conqucft of the Eaft, he was ob- 
liged to content himfelf with the redu6tion of 
two fortified cities of Mefopotamia^ Sii^ara and 
Bezabde •^ J the one fituate in the raidft of a fandy 
dcfert, the other in a fmall peninfula, furrounded 
ahnoft on every fide by the deep and ra;pid ftream 
of the Tigris. Five Roman legions, of the di- 
minutive fixe, to which they fead been reduced 
In the age of Conftaniine, were made prisoners, 
and fent into remote captivity on the extreme 
confines of Perfia. After difmantling the walls 
of Singara, the conqueror abandoned that foli- 
tary and fequeftered place ; btit he carefully re- 
ftorcd the fortifications of Bezafbde> and fixed in 
that important poft a garrifon or colony of ve- 
terans; amply fdpplied with every means of de- 
fence, and animated by high fentiments of ho- 
nour and fidelity. Towards the clofe of the cam- 
paign, the arms of Sapor incurred^ fome difgrace 
by an unfuccefsful enterprize againft Virtha, or 
Tecrit, a ftrong, or, as it was univerfallyeftcem- 
ed till the age of Tamerlane, an impregnable 
fortrefs of the independent Arabs ^\ 

*o The account of tfeefe fieget is given by Arnniianus, xx. 
«, 7. 

*» For th« identity of Virtha and Tecrit, Ice d- Anvillcy Gco- 
graphie Ancienne> torn. ii. p. aor. For the fiege of that caftle by 
TimiM: Bee, or Tamerlane, fee Chercfeddin, 1. iii. c. 33. The 
Perliaxi biographer exaggei-ates the merit and difficulty of this exploit, 
which delivered the caravans of Bagdad from a formidable gang of 
robberi, 

.The 
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The defence of the E;aft sgMnft the arms of ? J ^p^ 
Sapor, required and would have cxcrcifed the i_ -J '^ 
abilities of the mpft cpnfHmmate g^npra,! j and it ^"^^^ 
^^med forfiifiate f9r the ttsLtCp that it was the Romany, 
fwjkq^l province of the brave Urficinus, who along 
dcferve^ the confidence pf the foidiers and pepplff^ 
In the hour of danger, Urficinus ** w^ r^ippy$4 
frpm hU (^a;i9p ky the intrigues of the eunuchs i 
and the rpilita^y command pf the |£aft yfu be* 
ftowedj hy the fani^ infiuepce, pn Sajbinian, .9 
wealthy ^nd fi^tle veteran, who had attained the 
inSrmijties, ^ithopt acquiring the experience, of 
age. By a fecond ofder, which iffyed frpfn the 
lame jealous and incpofta/it cpAinfeljSj Urficinvy 
w^ ;^in di^tched to (he frontier of Mefopota-t 
miai and cpndemned to fuftain the labours of 9 
war, the honours pf which had been transferred 
to his unworthy rival* Sabinian fixed his indo^^ 
lent ilation upder thie walls pf Edefla 1 and while 
he acnuied himielf with the idle parade of military 
exercife, and moved to the found of flutes ip thf^ 
Pyrrhic dance, the public defence was abandoned 
to the .bpldQefs and dijige/ice of the former gene* 
ral of the Eaft. But whenever Urficinus recom* 
mended any vigoroi^ plan pf operations i whca 
be propoied, at the bead of a light and adtiv^ 
army, to wheel rpupd the ^bpt of the mountains^ 
to intercept (he convoys of the enemy, to harafa 
the wide .e;i^ten( of the Perfian Unes, and to re- 

^A Ammianus (xviii. St^^^^x^ 3* xx. s*) reprefents the merit 
and difgrace of Urficinus with that ^thful attention whidi a foldtef 
owed to hit general. SomeyurtiaUtya>ay^^i %t ft f < i yttthewhok 
account is conMent ased ppobable. 

P ff. % licec 
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CHAP, lieve the diftrefs of Amida; the timid and en- 

XIX. ' 

vious commander alleged, that he was reftrained 
by his pofitive orders from endangering the fafety 
of the troops. Amida was at length taken i its 
braveft defenders, who had cfcaped the fword of 
the Barbarians, died in the Roman camp by the 
hand of the executioner j and Urficinus himfelf^ 
after fupporting the difgrace of a partial enquiry, 
was puniflied for the mifconduft of Sabinian by 
the lofs of his military rank. But Conftantius 
foon experienced the truth of the prediftion which 
honeft indignation had extorted from his injured 
lieutenant, that as long as fuch maxims of go- 
vernment were fuffered to prevail, the emperor 
himfelf would find it no eafy tafk to defend his 
caftern dominions from the invafion of a foreign 
enemy. When he had fubdued or pacified the 
Barbarians of the Danube, Conftantius proceeded 
by flow marches into the Eaftj and after he had 
wept oVer the fmoking ruins of Amida, he formed, 
with a powerful army, the ficge of Bezabde, The 
iffa,lh were Ihaken by the reiterated efibrts of the 
moft enormous of the battering-rams 5 the town 
was reduced to the laft extremity j but it was ftill 
• defended by the patient and intrepid valour of the 
garrifon, till the approach of the rainy fcafon ob- 
liged the emperor to raife the fiege, and inglo- 
rioufly co i^etreat into his winter-quarters at An- 
tioch ^\ The pride of Conftantius, and the in- 
genuity 

- ^J Amniiani-xXi ii. Omiflb vano incepto^ hiematiirus Antiochlae 
rfdit in. 3yriani. animnofam, perpeffus et ul<ierum fed et atrocia, 
diuque deflenda. It is thus that James Gronovius has reftored an 
©bfcurc paffage j and he thinks that this correftion alone would have 

defervcil 
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gcnuity of his courtiers, were at a lofs to dif- chap.'. 
cover arty* materials for panegyric in the events of \^.^^^.ar 
the Perfian war j while the glory of his coufin 
Julian, to whofc military command he had en- 
trufted the provinces of Gaul, was proclaimed to 
the world in the fimple and concife narrative of 
his exploits. 

In the blind fury of civil difcord, Conftantius.^J^^'^'J 
had abandoned to the Barbarians of Germany the by th« 
countries of Gaul, which ftill acknowledged the^*^'"^*' 
authority of his rival. A numerous fwarm of 
Franks and Alemanni were invited to crofs the' 
Rhine by prefents and promifes, by the hopes of 
fpoil, and by a perpetual grant of all the tcrrito-* 
ries which they (houTd be able to fubdue •**. B« 
the emperor, who for a temporary fervice had 
thus imprudently provoked the rapacious fpirit of 
the Barbarians, foon difcovered and lamented the 
difficulty of difmiffing thefe formidable* allies,' 
after they had tafted the richnefs of the Roman 
foil. Regardlefs of the nice diftinftion of loyalty? 
and rebellion, thefe undifciplined robbers treated 
as their natural enemies all the fubjeftsof the em- 
pire, who poflefled any property which they were 
defirous of acquiring. Forty-five* flourifhing 
cities, Tongres, Cologne, Treves, Worms, Spires, 
Strafburgh, &c. befides a far greater number of 

deferved a new edition of hi« author; whofe fenfemay now be darkly 
perceived. I expected fome additional light from the recent labours 
of the learned Emeftus (Lipfiae, 1773). 

*4 The ravages of the Germans, and the diftrefs of Gaul, may be 
coUefted from Julian himfclf. Orat. ad S. P. Q^ Athen, p. 277, 
Ammian, xv. ix. Libanius, Orat. x. Zofimus, 1, iii, n. 14.0. 
Sozomen, 1. iii, ex. 

F 3 towns 
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^xix^' towns and villages, were pillaged, ind for the 
^■■y/-> liioft part reduced to afhes. The Barbarians of 
Germany, ftill faithful to the nnaxims of their an* 
ccftots^ abhorred the confinement of walk, to 
which they applied the odious names of prifons. 
and fepulchres ; and fixing their independent ha- 
bitations on the banks of rivers, the Rhine, the 
Mofelle, and the Meufe, they fccurtd themfelves 
againft the danger of a furprife, by a rude and 
hafty fortification of large trees, which wer/ felled 
^d thrown acro6 the roads^ The Alemanni 
were eftablilhfed in the modern countries of Al- 
face and Lorraine i the Franks occupied the ifland 
of the Batavians, together with an extenfive dif- 
trift of Brabant, which was then known by the 
appellation of Toxandria *% and may defervc to 
be confidered as th^ original feat of their Gallic 
ij^onarchy **. From the fources, to the mouth, 
of the Rhine, the conquefts of the Germans ex«- 
tended above forty miles to the weft of that river, 
pver a country peopled by cdonies of their own 

*J Ammiaiius (xvi. 8.)« This name feems to be derived from 
the Toxandri of Pliny, and very frequently occurs in the hiftories of 
the middle age. Toxandria was a country of woods and morafles, 
which extended from the neighbourhood of Tongres to the confiux of 
the Vahal and the Rhine. See Valefius, Notit. Galliar. p. 558. 

66 The paradox of P. Daniel, that the Franks never ol)talDed 
any permanent fettlcment on this fide of the Rhine before the timk of 
ployjs, is refuted with much learning and good fenfe by M. Biet, 
who has proved, by a chain of evidence^ their uninterrupted ^offef- 
£on of Toxandria one hundred and thirty yetrs before the acccffioa 
of Cloyis. The Differtation of M. Bi^ was crowned by the Aca- 
demy of SoilTons, in the year 1736, and feeoBs to have beeih jvftly 
preferred to the difcourfe of his more celebrated competitor! the Abbe 
)e Boeuf, an antiquarian^ whofe name was ha|>pily expreilive of hit 
talents. 

name 
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name and nation ; and the fcene of their de*;- P H A P* 
vaftations was three times more extcnfive than ■ ,,;; ^, '. ^ 
that of their conquefts. At a ftill greater diftancc 
the open towns of Gaul were deferted, and the 
inhabitants of the fortified cities, who trofted tQ 
their ftrength and vigilance, were obliged to con-^ 
tent themfclves with fuch fupplies of corn as they 
could r^fe on the vacant land within the inclofure 
of their walls. The diminilhed legions, defti- 
tute of pay and provifions, of arms and difci^ 
plipjc, trernbled at the approach, and even at the 
n^me, of the Barbarians. 

Under thefe melancholy circumftances, an un- Conduaof 
experienced youth was appointed to fave and to ^"^^^^^ 
govern the provinces of Gaul, or rather, as he 
c^preffes it himfelf, to exhibit the vain image of 
Imperial greatnefs. The retired fcholaftic edu- 
jcation of Julian, in which he h^d been more con- 
verfant with books than with arms, with the 
dead than vfith the living, left him in profound 
igqjoranjce of the pradical arts of war and govern- 
ment; and when he awkwardly repeated fome 
military exercife which it was peceffary for him to 
learn, he exclaimed with a figh, " O Plato, 
«* Plaix), what a tafk for a philofopher V Yet even 
this fpeculative philofophy, which men of bufi- 
nefs are too apt to defpife, had filled the mind of 
Julian with the nobleft precepts, and the mofl: 
ihining examples; had animated him with the 
love of virtue, the defire of fame, and the con- 
tempt of de^^th. The habits of temperance re- 
f ommend^ in the fchools, are ftill more effen- 

P 4 tial 
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c HA P. tial in the fcvere difcipline of a camp. The 
^ 1^ .1 fimplc wants of nature regulated tlic meafure of 
his food and fleep. Rcjc<fting with difdain the 
delicacies provided for his table, he fatisfied his 
appetite with the coarfc and common fare which 
was allotted to the meaneft foldiers. During the 
rigour of a Gallic winter, he never fuffered a fire 
in his bed-chamber ; and after a (hort and inter- 
rupted flumber, he frequently rofc in the middle 
of the night from a carpet fpread on the floor, to 
difpatch any urgent bufinefs, to vifit his rounds, 
or to Ileal a few moments for the profccution of 
his favourite ftudies*^. The precepts of elo- 
quence, which he had hitherto praftifcd on fancied 
topics of declamation, were more ufefuUy applied 
to excite or to afluage the paflions of an armed 
multitude : and although Julian, from his early 
habits of con verfation and literature, was more fa- 
miliarly acquainted with the beauties of the Greek 
language, he had attained a competent know- 
ledge of the Latin tongue ". Since Julian was 
not originally defigned for the charafter of a le- 
giflator, or a judge, it is probable that the civil 
jurifprudence of the Romans had not engaged 
any confiderable fhare of his attention : but he 

^7 The private life of Julian in Gaul, and the fevere difcipline 
which he embraced, are difplayed by Ammianus (xvi. 5.), who pro- 
fcflcs to praife, and by Julian himfelf, who afFefts to ridicule (Mifo- 
pogon, p. 340.), a conduft, which, in a prince of the houfe of 
Conilantine, noight juftly excite the furprife of mankind. 

68 Aderat Latine quoque differenti fufficiens fermo. Ammianus, 
xvi. 5. But Julian, educated in the fchools of Greece, always con- 
f dered the language of the Romans as a foreign and popular dialeft^ 
^hich he might ufe on neceffary occafions. 

derived 
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derived from his philofophic ftudies an inflexible CHAP, 
regard for juflice, tempered by a difpofition tq «- ^ '^^ 
clemency; the knowledge of the general prin- 
ciples of equity and evidence, and the faculty of 
patiently inveftigating the moll intricate and tCf 
dious queftions which could be propofed for his 
difcuflion. The meafures of policy, and the ope- 
rations of war, muft fubmit to the various acci** 
dents of circumftance and charafter, and the unn 
praftifed ftudent will often be perplexed in the.ap* 
plication of the mofl: perfeft theory. But in the 
acquifition of this important fcience, Julian was 
aflifted by the aftive vigour of his own genius, as 
well as by the wifdom and experience of Sallufl:^ 
an officer of rank, who foon conceived a finccre 
attachment for a prince fo worthy of his friend- 
Ihip J and whofe incorruptible integrity was 
adorned by the talent of infinuating the harfheft 
truths, without wounding the delicacy of a royal 
car "^ 

Immediately after Julian had received the His firft 
purple at Milan, he was fent into Gaul, with a [n'oauf^ 
feeble retinue of three hundred and fixty foldiers. -^•^- 3s^* 
At Vienna, where he paffed a painful and anxious 
winter, in the hands of thofe minifters to whom 
Conftantius had entrufted the diredlion of hh 
conduft, the C^far was informed of the fiege and 

^ We are ignorant of the aftual office of this excellent min:fter> 
jvhom Julian afterwards created praefe^l of Gaul. Salluft was 
fpeedily recalled by the jealoufy of the emperor j and we may Hill 
read a fenfiblebut pedantic difcourfe (p. 24.0 — S5z)> in which Julian 
deplores the lofs of fo valuable a friend, to whom he acknowledges 
himfelf indebted for his reputation. See La Bleterie, Preface a la 
Vic de Jovieo, p. zo, 

deliverance 
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CHAP, deliverance of Autun. That large and anticnt 
^ ^ 'v city, protcftcd only by a ruined wall and pufil- 
lanimous garrifon, was faved by the generous re-^ 
folution of a few veterans, who refunfied their 
arms for the defence of their country. In his 
march from Autun, through the heart of the 
Gallic provinces, Julian embraced with ardour 
the earlieft opportunity of fignali^iog his c6urage. 
At the head of a fmall body of archers, and heavy 
cavalry, he preferred the Ihorter but the more 
dangerous of two roads s and fometimes eluding, 
and fometimes refitting, the attacks of the Barba^ 
rians, who were matters of the field, he arrived 
with honour and fafety at the camp near Rheims, 
where the Roman troops had been ordered to af- 
femble. The afped of their young prince re-^ 
vived the drooping fpirit of the foldicrs, and they 
marched from Rheims in fearch of the enemy, 
with a confidence which had almoft proved fatal 
to them. The Alemanni, familiarized to the 
knowledge of the country, fecretly collefted their 
fcattered forces, and fci?ing the opportunity of a 
dark and rainy day, poured with unexpedlcd fury 
on the rear-guard of the Romans* Before the in? 
cvitable difofder ppuld b^ remedied, two legions 
were deftrpyed j and Julian was taught by expe- 
rience, that caution and vigilance are the moft 
important leffons of the art of war. In a fecond 
and more fuccefsful adion, he recovered and cftab- 
liflicd his military fame j but as the agility of the 
Barbarians faved them from the purfuit, his vic- 
tory was neither bloody nor decifive. He ad- 
vanced, however, to the banks of the Rhinej^ 

furyeycd 
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furvcycd the ruins of ColognCj convinced himfelf ^ ^^ ^* 
of the difficulties of the war, and retreated on the i_ ^A^ 
approach of winter, difcontcnted with the court, 
with his arnny, and with his own fuccefs '^ The 
power of the enemy was] yet unbroken ; and the 
Cefar had no fooner feparated his troops, and 
fixed his own quarters at Sens, in the centre of 
Gaul, than he was furrounded and befieged by d 
numerous hod of Germans. Reduced in this ex- 
tremity to the refources of his own mind, he dis- 
played a prudent intrepidity which compenfated ' 
for all the deficiencies of the place and garrifon ; 
and the Barbarians, at the end of thirty days. 
Were obliged to retire with difappointed rage. 

The confcious pride of Julian, who was in* His ieomd 
debted only to his fword for this fignal deliver- aTSj. 
ance, was embittered by the refleftion, that he 
Was abandoned, betrayed, and perhaps devoted to 
deftruftion, by thofc who were bound to aflift 
him by every tie of honour and fidelity. Mar- 
cdlus, mailer-general of the cavalry in Gaul, in- 
terpreting too ftridlly the jealous orders of the 
court, beheld with fupine indifference the diftrefs 
of Julian, and hadreftrained the troops under his 
command from marching to the relief of Sens. 
If the Caefar had dilTembled in filence fo danger- 
ous an infult, his perfon and authority would have 
been expofed to the contempt of the world ^ and 
if an aftion ib criminal had been fufi^red to pafs 

70 Ammiantis (aevi, 2, 3.) appesact much better fatfsficd widi the . 
ruccefs of this flrft campaign than Jtdian himfelf ; who -very fairly 
owns that he did opthing of confeqtience, and that heiled before the 
enemy. 

with 
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^ xre ^* ^'^^^ impunity, the emperor would have confirmed 
the fufpicions, which received a very fpecious co* 
Jour from his paft conduft towards the princes of 
the Flavian family. Marcellus was recalled, and 
gently difmiflcd from his office^*. In his room 
Severus was appointed general of the cavalry ; 
an experienced foldier, of approved courage and 
fidelity, who could advife with refpe6l, and exe- 
cute with zeal ;. and who fubnnitted, without rc- 
Juftance, to the fupreme command which Julian^ 
by the intereft of his patronefs Eufebia, at length 
pbtained over the armies of Gaul '\ A very ju^- 
(iicious plan of operations was adopted for the ap^ 
proaching campaign. Julian hirpfelf, at the hea4 
pf the remains of the veteran bands, and of fome 
new levies which he had been permitted to form^ 
boldly penetrated into the centre of the German 
cantonments, and carefully re-eftabli(hed the for^* 
fificatipns of Saverne, in an advantageous pofl:, 
ivhich would either check the incurfions, or in* 
percept the retreat, of the enemy. At the fame 
time ^^rbatio, general of the infantry, advanced 
from Milan with an' army of thirty thoufahd men, 
and pa0ing the mountains, prepared to throw 2^ 
bridge over the Rhine, in the neighbourhood of 
Bafil. It was reafonable to expeft that the Ale- 
manni, prcffed on either 'fide by the Roman arms^ 

7» Ammian. xvi. 7. Libanius fpeaks rather more advantagcoufly 
of the military talents of Marcellus, Orat. x.. p. 272. And Juliaii 
infinuates, that he would not have been fo eafiiy recalled, unlefs he 
had given other reafons of offence to the court, p. 278. 

7* Severus, non difcors, non arrogans, fed longa militisc fi-ugali*- 
Jate compertus ; et eum refta prseeuntem fecuturlis, ut du6lorem mo- 
rigerus miles. Ammian. xvi. iz. Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 140. 

wovild 
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would foon be forced to evacuate the provinces of ^ H A P. 

XIX* 

Gaul/ and to hafteri to thc-defehce oftheirnative 
country. But the hopes of the campaign were 
defeated by thfe incapacity, or the envy, or the fe* 
crct inftruftions, ofBarbatk); who afted as if hd 
had been the enemy of the Csefar, and the fecreC 
ally of the Barbarians. The negligence, with 
which he permitted a troop of pillagers freely to 
pafs, and to return almoft before the gates 6f his 
camp, may be imputed to his want of abilities i 
but the treafonable aft of burning a number of 
boats, andafuperfluousftockofprovifions, which 
would have been of the moft eflential fervice to 
the army of Gaul, was an evidence of his hoftilc 
and criminal intentions. The Germans defpifed 
an enemy who appeared deftitute cither of power 
or of inclination to offend them ; and the igno* 
rainious retreat of Barbatio deprived Julian of the 
cxpcftcd fupport i and left him to extricate him- 
felf from a hazardous fituation, where he could, 
neither remain with fafety, nor retire with ho- 
nour ". 

As foon as they were delivered from the fears of Battle of 
invafion, the Alemanni prepared to chaftifc the ^^^^^ 
Roman youth, who prefumed to difpute the pof- a.d. 357^ 
feffion of that country, which they claimed as "^^ * 
their own by the right of cdnqueft and of treaties. 
They employed three days, and as many nights, 
in tranfporting over the Rhine their military 
powers. The fierce Chnodomar, {baking the 

7J On the dcfign and failure of the co-operation between Julian 
and Barbatio^ fee Ammianus (xvi. ii.), and Libanius, Orat» x^ 
p, 273. 

ponderous 
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CHAP, ponderous JavcHflj wbich he had vidprioufly 
wielded againft the brother of Magn^ptius, led 
the van of the Barbae ians, and moderated by hh 
experience the martial ardour which his example 
infpired ^\ He was followed by fix other kings, 
by ten princes of reg^ excra^flion^ by a Ipng train 
of high- fpiri ted nobles, and by thirty- five thou* 
fand of the braveft warriors of the tribes of Ger- 
a^ny* The confidence derived from the view of 
their own ftreqgth, was epcreafed by the intelli- 
gence which they received from a defcrter, that 
the Cadar, with a feeble army of thirteen thou* 
£uid men, occupied a pod about one-and«-twency 
miles from their camp of Strafburgh. With this 
inadequate force, Julian refolved to feek and to 
Cficouoter the Barbarian boft -, and the chance of 
a general adion was preferred to the tedious and 
uncertaixi operation of ieparately engaging the 
difper&d parties of the Alemanni. The Romans 
narched io clofe x>rder, and in two columns, the 
cavalry on the right, the infantry on the left; 
and the day was fo far fpent*when they appeared 
io fight of the enemy, ithat Julian was defirous of 
d^erring the battle till the next morning, and of 
ailowiiig his troops to recruit their exhaufted 
ftrcpgth by the neccfiary refreftiments of fleq) and 
food* Yielding, however, with fome reluctance, 

74 Ammianus (xvi. xa.) defcribes, with his inflated eloquence, 
the figure and charaf^er of Chnodomar. Audax et fidens ingenti ro« 
bore lacertorum, ubi ardor proclii fperabatur immanis, equo fpu- 
mante, fublimior, ere6lus in jaculum formidandae vaftitatis, anno- 
rumque nitore confpicuus : antea :ftrenuu8 et miles, et utilis praeter 
csteros duflor, • # . Decentium Cariarem iuperavjt ^quo jn^rte 
congreflus. 

to 
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to the clamour^s of the foldiers, and even to the ^ vre^' 
opinion of his council^ he exhorted them to juf- 
rify by their valour the eager impatience, which, 
in cafe of a defeat, would be univerfelly branded 
with the epithets of raflincfs and prcfumption# 
The trumpets foianded, the military (hout was 
heard through the field, and the two armies rufti- 
ed with lequal ' fury to the charge. The Carfar, 
who conduced in perfon his right wing, depended 
on the dexterity of his archers, and the weight of 
feis cttiraffiers. But his ranks were inftan/tly bro- 
ken by an irregular mixture of light-horfe and of 
light-inCewiijry, and he had the mortification of 
beholding the flight of fix hundred of hrs moft 
renowned cuiraflTiers ^*. The fugitives were flop- 
ped and rallied by the prefencc and authority of 
Julian, who, carelcffs of his own fafety, threw 
himfelf before them, and urging every motive of 
ihame and honour, led them back againft the vie-* 
torious enemy. The conflift between the two 
lines of infantry was obflinate and bloody. The 
Germans pofTefTed the fuperiority of ftrength and 
ftature, the Romans that of difcipline and tem- 
per j and as the Barbarians, who ferved under 
the ftandard of the empire, united the refpcdivc 
advantages of both parties, their flrenuous efforts^ 
guided by a fkifful leader, at length determined 
the event of the day. The Romans loft four 
tribunes, and two hundred and forty^three fol'- 

t5 After the battle, Julian ventured to revive tlie rigour of ancient 
difcipline, by expofing thefe fugitives in female apparel to the de- 
rifion of the whole camp. In the next campaign, thefe troops nobly 
reti'ieved their honour^ Zoiiniusi !• iii. p. 141 .^ 

4 diers. 
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^xix ^* dicrs, in this memorable battle of Strafburgh, to 
\i. M y ' ■ ^ glorious to the Caefar ^% and fo falutary to the 
affliftcd provinces of Gaul. Six thoufand of the 
Alemanni were flain in the fieldj without includ- 
ing thofe who were drowned in the Rhine, or 
transfixed with darts whilft they attempted to 
fwim acrofs the river ^\ Chnodomar hirnfelf was 
furrounded and taken prifoner, with three of his 
brave companions, who had devoted themfelves 
to follow in life or death the fate of their chief- 
tain. Julian received him with military pomp in 
the council of his officers j and exprefTing a ge- 
nerous pity for the fallen ftate, diflfembled his in- 
ward contempt for the abjed humiliation of hig 
captive. Inftead of exhibiting the vanquifhed 
king of the Alemanni, as a grateful fpedlacle to 
the cities of Gaul, he refpeftfully laid at the feet 
gf the emperor this fplendid trophy of his victory. 
Chnodomar experienced an honourable treatment : 
but the impatient Barbarian could not long 

76 Julian himfelf (ad S. P. Q*^ Athen. p. 179.) fpeaksofthe 
Rattle of Stralburgh with the modefty of confcious merit 5 
9fxm.'x}0'aixriit tfx ttxXtvq, ta-eo; Hat ttf 'v/A*i n^iXiro n rot»urn f^X*^' 
Zofimus compares it with the viftoiy of Alexander over Darius 5 and 
yet we are at a lofs to difcover any of thofe ftrokes of military genius 
which fix the attention of ages on the Conduct and fuccefs of a fingle 
day. 

77 Ammianus, xvi. 12. Libanius adds 2000 more to the num- 
ber of the flain (Orat. x. p. 274.). But thefe trifling diff*erences 
difappear before the 60,000 Barbarians, whom Zofimus has facrificed 
to the glory of his hero (1. iii. p. 141.)* ^^ might attribute this 
extravagant number to the careleflhefs of tranfcribers, if this cre- 
dulous or partial hiflorian had not fwelled the army of 35,000 Ale- 
manni to an innumerable multitude of barbarians, ttXiA c a^rit^w 
0afi*i<uv. It Is our own fault if this dcte6lion does not infpire us with 
proper diftruft on flmilar occafions. 

I furvive 
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furvive his defeat, his confinement, and his ^^ix^' 
exile ^^ y — .^-^ 

After Julian had repulfed the Alemanni' from Julian fub- 
the proviriccs of the Upper Rhine, he turned his pranksf 
arms ag^nft the Franks, who were feated nearer ^•^- 55^* 
to the ocean on the confines of Gaul and Ger- 
many J and who, from their numbers, and ftill 
more from their intrepid valour, had ever beea 
efteemed the moft formidable of the Barba- 
rians '*. Although they were ftrongly aftuated 
by the allurements of rapine, they profefled a dif- 
interefted love of war J which they con fide red aai 
the fupreme hdnour and felicity of human nature s* 
and their minds ,and bodies were fo completely 
hardened by perpetual aftion, that, according to^ 
the lively expreffion of an orator, the fnows of 
winter were as pleafant to them as the flowers 
of fpring. In the month of December, which 
followed the battle of Strafburg, Julian attacked 
a body of fix hundred Franks, who had thrown 
themfelves into two caftles on the Meufe '°. In 
the midft of that feverc feafon they fuftained, with 
inflexible conftancy, a fiege of fi^fty-four daysj 
till at length, «chaufl:ed by hunger, and fatisfied 
that the vigilance of the enemy In* breaking the 

ice of the river, left them no hopes of cfcape, the 

' (-' 1 

7* Ammian. xvi. i». Libanius, Orat. x. p. I76. 

79 Libanmff (Orat. iii. p. 137.) dtaws ^ very lively pifturc of 
the manners of the Franks, \^ 

*o Ammianus, xv^ a. Libanius, Orat. x. p. 178. The Greek 
orator, by mifeppwlnjidin^ a paflagc of Julian, has been induced to 
reprcfcnt the Franks as confifting of a thoufand men 5 and as his 
head was always full otf the Pdopoxinefian war, he compares them to 
the Lacedaemonians^ who were beiieged and taken in the iiland of 
S^a^leria. 

Vol. III. • Q^ Franks " 
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^ XIX ^' ^^^^^^ confented, for the firft time, to difpenfe 
^ J ' / with tht ancient law which commanded them to 
conquer or to die. The Caefar immediately fent 
his captives to the court of Conftantius, who ac- 
cepting them as a valuable prefent*', rejoiced in 
the opportXinity of adding fo many heroes to the 
choiceft troops of his domeftic guards. The ob- 
ftinate refiftance of this handful of Franks, ap- 
prifed Julian of the difficulties of the expedition 
which he meditated for the enfuingfpring, againft 
the whole body of the nation. His rapid dili- 
gence furprifed and aftoniftied the a£tive Baf- 
barians. Ordering his foldiers to provide them* 
felves with bifcuit for twenty days, he fuddenly 
pitched bis camp near Tonjgrcs, while the enemy 
ftill fuppofed him in his winter- quarters of Paris, 
expe6ting the flow arrival of his convoys from 
Aquitain. Without allowing the Franks to unite 
or to deliberate, he fkilfully fpread his legions 
jfrom Cologne to the ocean ; and by the terror, 
as well as by the fuccefs of his arms, foop 
reduced the fuppliant tribes to implore the cfe}- 
mencf, and to obey the commands, of their con- 
queror, v^The Chamayians fubmiffively retired to 
tJteir former habitations beyond A^ RJiirie : but 
the Sa[ians were permitted to poflTiifs their new 
cf^blifhmjcnc^of Toxandria^ ^$ the fubjedls and 

*« Julian, ad S. P! Q^Athch. p. 280. Libanius, Orat. x. p. 27S. 
Accordipg to tl)e expiefllpn of Libanius, the emperor ^«f« «vo/u«fi, 
which la Bleterie underflands (Vie de Jutien^ p. iiS.) as an honeft 
confeflion, and Valefius (ad Ammian. xvii. a^ ai a mean evafion, 
of the truth. Dom. Bouquet (Hiftoriens de France, torn. i. p. 7330# 
by fubftituting another word, tyofxio-t, would fupprefs both the diffi- 
culty and the fpirit of this paflagew, 

auxiliaries 
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Auxiliaries of the Roman empire **. The treaty ^ ^ A ^• 
was ratified by folcmn oaths i and perpetual in- 
ipeftors were appointed to refide among the 
Franks, with the authority of enforcing the ftrift 
obfervance of the conditions. An incident is re- 
lated, interefting enough in itfelf, and by no mean^ 
repugnant to the character df Julian^ who ingeni- 
oufly contrived both the plot and the cacaftrophe 
of the tragedy. When the Chamavians fued 
for peace, he required the fon of their king, as 
the only hoftage in whom he could rely. A 
mournful filence, interrupted by tears and groans^ 
declared the fad perplexity of the Barbarians 1 
arid their aged chief lamented in pathetic Ian- 
guage, that his private lofs was now embittered 
by a fenfc of thft jJublic calamity. While the 
Chamavians lay proftrate at the foot of his throne, 
the royal captive, whom they believed to have 
been flain, unexpeft^ly appeared before their 
eyes ; and as fooh as the tumult of joy was huflied 
into attention, the Cagfar addrcffed the affembly 
tft the following terms i '^ Behold the fon, the 
*' prince, whom you wept. You had* Idft him 
*^ by your fault. God ind the Roii^ns have 
^« reftored him to you. I fliall ftill prefervc a*id 
*^ educate the youth, rather as a rhonitoerit of" 
** my own virtue^ than as a pledge of your 4n- 
** ccrity. Should you prefume to violate the 

«* AmttjSin. xvli. S. Zofimus,!. iii. p. 146^150. (hi« narratime 
is darkened by a mixture of fable) j and Julian, ad S. P. Q^Athcn. 
p, 280. His expremony wrth^afxio /uiv/uoft^oy tu ZaXtcvv tQjuff ^autaC^ ^n 
•fiiXitcra. This difference of treatmetit confirms the opinipn, that tht 
8alian Frat)|&S were permitted to retain the fettlements in Tox-» 
andria. 

Q^a « faith 
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c H AP. €€ faith which you have fworn, the arms of the, 
L , -', " republic will avenge the perfidy, not on the 
^ innocent, but on the guilty/* The Barbarianar 
withdrew from his prefence, impreffcd with the 
warmeft fcntimcnts of gratitude and admira- 
tion **. 
Makes It was not enough for Julian to have dcliverecl 

ycditions thc pTOVinccs o( Gaul from the Barbarians of 
fen"ef ^^ Germany. He afpired to emulate the gloryof the 
A.D. 357, firft and moft illuftrious of the emperors ; after 
whofc example, he compofed his own commen- 
taries of the Gallic war**. Caefar has related, 
with confcious pride, the manner In which he 
fmce paffed the Rhine. Julian could boaft, that 
before he alfumcd the title/^f Auguftus, he had 
carried the Roman Eagles bt?yoAd that great river 
in fbret fuccefsful expeditions ^*. The confterna- 
tion of the Germans, after the battle of Strafburgh, 
encouraged him to the fipft attempt j and the 
reluftance of the troops foon yielded to the 
perfuafive eloquence of a leader, whcrfliared the 
fatigues and dangers which he impofed on tnc 
meaneft of the foldiers. The villages on either 

i^ 

•^ This intcrefting ftqry, which Zofiimis has ajjpdgjd, is relatttl 
by Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legationum, p. 15, ,16,^ ^0> "^^^ *^^ ^^ 
ahiplificatigSbs of Grecian rhetoric : but the fitenS^ of Libanius, of 
Amiaianus, aii%o^ulJSin himfelf, renders the tiuth of h extremely 
fufpicious. * 

84 Libanius, the friend of JuKan, clearly infinuates ("Orat. iv. 
p. i78.)^tbat his hero had compofed the hiftory of hi&!|^allic cam- 
paigns. But Zofiraus (1. iii. p» 140.) feems to have dei'ived his in« 
forr^ation only from^the Orations (x'yet) and the.Epiftles of Julian^ 
The difcourfe which is addrefled to the Athenians contains an accu- 
rate, though general, account of the war againft the Germans. 

85 See Ammian. xvii. 1. 10. xviii, 2. and Zofim, 1, iii. p. 144. 
Julian adS. P» Q. Athcn. p. a 80. 

fide 
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fide of tfee Meyn, which w«e'pkntifully ftored chap. 
with <x)m aad cattk, felt the ravages of an in- 
vading army. The principal houses, conftru^Sked 
with fomc invitation of Roaian elegance, were 
confunned by the flames -, and the Caefar boldly 
advanced about ten miles, till his progrefs was 
flopped by a dark and impenetrable foreft, under- 
mined by fubterraneous paflages, which ?Iireaten- 
cd, with fecret fnares and ambufh, every ftep of 
the affailant. The ground was already covered 
with fnowi and Julian, after repairing an ancient 
caftle which had been eredted by Trajan, granted 
a truce of ten months to the fubitiiffive Bar- 
barians. At ;:he expiration of the truce, Juliaa 
undertook a fecond expedition beyond the 'Rhine, 
to humble the pride of Surnriar and Hortaire, two 
of the kings of the Alemanni, who had been pre- 
fcat at the battle of Strafburgh, They promifed 
to reftorc all the Roman captives who yet remain- 
ed alive 5 and as the Casfar had procured an ex- 
^ account* from the cities and villages of Gaul, 
of the inhabitants whom they had loft, he d^tefted 
every attempt to deceive him with a^degree of 
readinefs and accuracy, which aimoft ellabli(h|:d 
the belief of his fupernatural knowledge. His 
third expedition was ft ill more fplgndid^nd im- 
portant than the two former. The^Germans had 
collefted their military powers, and moved along 
the oppofite banks of the river, with a defign of 
deftroying the bridge, and of preventing thepaf- 
fage of the Romans. But this judicious plan of 
defence was difeoncerted by a Ikilful diverfion. 
Thre^ hundred light armed and adive foldiers 

0^3 were 
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^ xiY ^* ^^^^ detached in forty faiall boats, to fall down 
Kmi^J,^ the dream in filence^ and to land at fome diftance 
from the pofls of the enemy. They executed 
their orders with fo much boldnefs and celerity, 
that they had almoft lurprifcd the Barbarian chiefs, 
who returned in the fearlefs confidence of intoxir 
cation from one of their noifturnal feftivals. 
Without repeating the uniform and difgufting 
tale of flaughter and devaftation, it is fufficientto 
obferve, that Julian diftated his own conditions 
of peace to fix of the haughti^ft kings of the 
Alemanni, three of whom were permitted to view 
the fevere difcipline and martial pomp of a Ro- 
man camp. Followed by twenty ihoufand cap- 
tives, whom he had refcued from the chains of 
the Barbarians, the Casfar repafled the Rhine, 
after terminating a war, the fuccefs of which has 
been compared to the ancient glories of the Punic 
and Cimbric viftories. 
Reftorcs ^g f^^j^ ^5 ^j^^ valour and conduft of Julian 

the cities ^ •' 

of Gaul, had fecuredan interval of peace, he applied him- 
felf to a work more congenial to his humane and 
philofophic temper. The cities of Gaul, which 
had fufFcred from the inroads of the Barbariansi 
he diligently repaired s and fcven important polls, 
between Mentz and the mouth of the Rhine, are 
particularly mentioned, as having been rebuilt 
^nd fortified by the order of Julian ". The van- 

quiftied 

^ Ammian. xvili. i. Libanius, Orat. x. p. 279, 280. Of theft 
feven pofts, four are at prefent towns of fome cdnfequence 5 Bin- 
gen, Andernach, Bonn, and Nuyfs. The other thrte> Tricefimr, 
puadriburgium, and Csiftra Herculis, or Heraciea, no longer fub^- 
Jtt 5 but there is roon^ to believe, that, on the ground of <Iuadri- 

burgiunij 
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quiftied Germans had fubmitted to the juft but ^^^^' 
humiliating condition of preparing and convey- ,_ _ f 
jng the ncceffary materials. The aftive ze^l of 
Julian urged the profecurion of the work; and 
fuch was the fpirit which he had difFufed arnong 
the troops, that the auxiliaries thcoifelves, waving 
their exemption from any duties of fatigue, .con-r 
tended in the moft fervile labours with the dilir 
gence of the Roman foldiers. It was jncumbenf 
on the Casfar to provide for the fubfiftence, as 
well as for the fafety, of the inhabitants and of 
the garrifons. The defertion of the former, and 
the mutiny of the latter, muft have been the fataj, 
and inevitable confequences of famine. The 
tillage of the provinces of Gaul had been inter- 
rupted by the calamities of war; but the fcanty 
harvefts of the continent were fupplied, by his pa- 
ternal care, from the plenty of the adjacent ifland. 
Six hundred large barks, framed in the foreft of 
the Ardennes, made feveral voyages to the coaft 
of Britain ; and returning from thence laden with 
corn, failed up the Rhine, and diftrrbuted their 
cargoes to the feveral towns and fortrefles along 
the banks of the river '% The arms of Julian had 

burgium, the Dutch have conftrufted the fort of Schenk, a name 
fo ofFenfive to the faftidious delicacy of Boileau. See d'Anville 
Notice -de Tancienne Gaule, p. 183. Boileau, Epitre iv. and the 
notes. 

^7 We may credit Julian himfelf, Orat. ad S. P, Q^ Athenien- 
fem, p. 180. who gives a very particular account of the tranfaftion, 
Zofimus adds two hundred veffels more, 1. iii. p. 145. If wc 
compute the 600 corn ihips of Julian at only feventy tons each, they 
were capable of exporting 120,000 quarters (See Arbuthnot's 
Weights and Meafures, p. 237.) > and the country, which could 
bear fo large an exportation^ muft already have attained an improved 
fyXi^ pf ^iculture, 

0^4 reftore4 
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^YiY ^* fcftof^^ ^ free ^^d fccure navigation, which Coo- 

* - - . ftantius had offered to purchafe at the expence 6f 

his dignity, and pf a tributary prefent of two thop- 

fand pounds of filver. The emperor parfinnQ- 

nicJufly refufed to his foldiers the fums which he 

frantirifi with a layifh and trembling hand to the 
aroarians. The dexterity, as well 93 the firm- 
.1^ of Julian, was put to a fevere trial, when he 
iIdqIv the field with a difcontented army, which 
liad^ already ferved two campaigns, without re- 
ceiving ally regular pay or ^ny extraordinary 
^donative". 
Civil ad- A tender regard for the peace and happinefs of 
donW ' his fubjefts, was the ruling principle which di- 
Julian. reified, or feemed tp dired, the adminiftration 
of Julian *'. He devoted the leifure of his winter* 
quarters to the offices of civil government \ an4 
aflxded to aflume, with more pleafure, the cha-^ 
rafter of a^ magiftrate than that pf a general. Be-- 
fore he took the field, he devolved on the pro*- 
vincial governors, nfW)ft of the public and private 
caufes which h^d been refiprred tp his tribunal 5 
but, on his return, he carefully revifed their pro^ 
ceedings, mitigated the rigoyr of th^ law, aad 
pronounced a fecond judgment on the judges- 
themfelves. Superior to the laft temptation of 
virtuous minds, an indifcreet and intemperate 
zeal for juftice, he reftrained, with calmnefs an,d 
dignity, the warmth of an advocate whp prpfe-p 

*s The troops once broke put into 9 mutiny, imna^diatdy |>efoi?c 
the fecpnd pafTage of th^ Rhipe. Ammiao. xvii, 9. 

*9 Aiwjm^n. xvi. 5, jfvUi^ x. Mstrnjertin^? iw P4»egyr. Vrt^ 
xi. 4* 
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cutedj for extortion, the prefidcnt of the Nef^- c^ap. 
bonoefe province. '^ Who wijl ever be found ^^^' 
" guilty/' exclaimed the vehement Dclphidius, 
*^ if it be enough to deny ?*' " and who/' replied 
Julian, *^ will ever be innocent, if it is fuSicient 
" to affirm ?" In the general adminiftration of 
pe^ce and war, the intereft of the foverj^ign is 
copnmonly the fann^ as that of his people j but 
Conft^ntius would have thought himfelf deeply 
Injured, if che virtues o( Julian had defrauded 
him of any part of the tribute which he extorted 
from an oppreffed and exhaufted country. The ' 
prince who was invefted with the enfigns of 
royalty, might fometimcs prefume to corrca the 
rapcious infolence of the inferior agents ; to cx- 
pofe their corrupt artjs, and to introduce an equal 
and eaGer niade of coUeftion. But the manage- 
ment of the finance^ was more fafely entrufted to 
Florcntius, Praetorian prasfeiSl of Gaul, an efFc- 
Dfiipate tyrant, incapable of pity or remorfci and 
the haughty minifter complained of the moft 
decent and gentle oppofition, whik Julian himfelf 
was rather inclined to cenfure the \yeaknefs of his 
pwn behaviour. The Caefai* bad reje^ed with 
abhorrence, a mandate for the levy of ah exrra- 
ordinary tax ; a new fuperdijftion, which the pr«- 
feft had offered for his fignature ; and the faithful 
pi49:ujre of.the public inifery, by which he had 
breA obliged to juftify his refufal, offended the 
court of Conftantius, We may enjoy the plea- 
fyre of reading the fentiments of Julian, as heex^ 
preffes them with warmth and freedom in a letter 
to one of his moft intimate friends. After Hating 
3 his 
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•C^AP. his own conduft, he pi'occcds in the following 
terms : " Was it pofliblc for the difciple of Plato 
*' and Ariftotle to aft otherwife than I have 
'* done ? Could I abandon the unhappy fubjefls 
** entrufted to my care ? Was I not called upon 
^^ to defend them from the repeated injuries of 
.«« thye^j unfeeling robbers ? A tribune who de- 
*/ ferrs his poft is puniflied with death, and de- 
** prived of the honours of burial. With what 
*' juftice could I pronounce his fentence, if, in 
^* the hour of danger, I myfelf negleftcd a duty 
•^ far more facred and far more important ? God 
*^ has placed me in this elevated poft j his pro- 
** vidence will guard and fupport me. Should I 
** be condemned to fufFer, I (hall derive comfort 
•' from the tcftimony of a pure and upright con- 
^* fcience. Would to heaven, that I ftill poffeffed 
** a counfellor like Salluft ! If they think proper 
*' to fend me a fucceffor, I (hall fubmit without 
*^ reluctance ; and had much rather improve the 
*' fhort opportunity of doing good, than enjoy a 
" long and lifting impunity of evil ^^." The 
precarious and dependent fituation of Julian dif- 
played his virtues, and concealed his defects. The 
young hero >yho fupported, in Gaul, the throne 
of Conftantius, .was not permitted to reform the 
vices of the government j but he had courage to 
alleviate or to pity the diftrefs of the people. 
Unlefs he had been able to revive the martial 

90 Ammian. xviL 3. ' Julian. Epiftol. xv. e4it. Spanheim. Such 
a conduct almott jultifies the encomium of Mamertinus. Ita illi 
anni fpatia divila {imt, ut aut Barbnros domitet, aut civibus jura 
reftituat ; perpeluum profeil'us, aut contra hoiiem, aut contra vitia^ 
ccrtamen. 
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fpiiit of the Romans, or to introduce the arts of c H A p^ 

XIX 

ipduftry and refinement among their favage ene- y\j» 
mics, he could not entertain any rational hopes 
of fecuring the public tranquillity, either by the 
peace or conqueft of Germany. Yet the vidtories 
of Julian.fufpended, for a Ihort time, the inroads 
of the Barbarians, and delayed the ruin of the 
Weftern Empire. 

His falutary influence reftorcd the cities of Defcnp- 
Gaul, which had been fo long expofed to the eviU p^^ 
of civil difcord. Barbarian war, and domeftic 
tyranoy j and the Ipirit of induftry was revived 
with the hopes of enjoyment. Agriculture, ma- 
nufaflures and commerce again flourifhed under 
the protedion of the laws j and the curiae, or civil 
corporations, were again filled with ufeful and 
I'efpedable members : the youth were no longer 
apprchenfive of marriage ; and married perfons 
were no longer apprehenfive of pofterity: the 
public and private fcftivals were celebrated with 
cuftomary pomp 5 and the frequent and fecure 
intereourfe of the provinces difplayed the image 
of national profperity ^'. A mind like that of 
Julian, mufl: have felt the general happinefs of 
which he was the author ; but he viewed, with 
peculiar fatisfadtion and complacency, the city of 
Paris J the feat of his winter refidence, and the 
objeft even of his partial affcdtion ^*. That fplen- 

did 

9< Libanius, Otat. Parental, in Imp. Julian, c. 38. in Fabricius 
Bibliothec. Grac. torn. vii. p. 263, 264. 

9* See Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 340, 341. The primitive ftate of 
Paris is illuftrated by Henry Valeiius (ad Ammian. xx. 4.), his 
t)rother Hadrian Vakfius^ or de Valois, and M. d'Anville (in their 
* ' refpe6livc 
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^ XIX ^* ^^ capital, which now embraces an ample terrt- 
tory on either fide of the Seine, was oiiginalljr 
confined to the fmall ifland in the midft of the 
river, from whence the inhabitants derived a 
fupply of pure and falubrious water. The river 
bathed the foot of the walls i aod the town was 
acoeflible only by two wooden bridges. A foreft 
overfpread the northern fide of the Seine ; but on 
the foutb, the ground, which now bears the name 
of the Univerfity, was infenfibly covered with 
houfes, and adorned with a palace and amphi*< 
theatre, baths^ an aquedu<5l, and a field of Mars 
for the exercife of the Roman troops. The fe- 
verity of the climate was tempered by the neigh-* 
bourhood of the ocean -, and with fome precau- 
tions, which experience had taught, the vine and 
fig-tree were fuccefsfully cultivated. But, in re- 
markable winters, the Seine was deeply frozen ; 
and the huge pieces of ice that floated down the 
ftream, might b^ compared, by an Afiatic, to the 
blocks of white marble which were extrafted from 
the quarries of Phrygia. The liccntioufnefs and 
corruption of Antioch, recalled to the memory 
of Julian the fevere and fimple manners of his 
beloved Lutetia^' ; where the amufements of the 
theatre were unknown or dcfpifed. He indig- 
nantly contrafted the eiFeminate Syrians with the 
brave and honcft fimplicity of the Gauls, and al- 

refpeflive Notitias of ancient Gaul), the Abbe de Longuerue De- 
fcription de la France, torn. i. p. 12, 13. and M. Bonamy (in the 
Mem. de T Academie dee Infcriptioiis, torn. xv. p. 656—691.). 

93 T«v ^x«y Ait/jtiTMp. Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 340. Leucetia> 
oc Lutetia, was the ancient name of the city which, according to the 
faihion of the fourth centurji aflimed the tenrttorial appelladon of 

moft 
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moft forgave the intemperance, which was the c H A. p* 
only ftain of the Celtic charader '\ If Julian » 

could now revifft the capital ofFrance, he might 
converfe with menof fcience and gcniusj capable 
of underftanding and of inftrufting a difciple of 
the Greeks-} he might excufe the lively and grace- 
ful follies of a nation, whofe martial fpirit has 
never beea enervated by the indulgence of luxury ^ 
and he muft applaud the perfeftion of that inefti- 
rruble art, which foftens and refines and embeU 
liihes the intercourfe of fbcial life. 

94( Julian* ki Mi&)pogoB. p. f 59r s6o« 



CHAP. 
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CrtAP. XX. 

The Motives^ Progrefsy and EffeSls of the ConverJtoH 
ofConJiantine. — Legal EJlabliJhment and Covftitu- 
tion of the Cbrijlian or Catholic Church. 

THE public eftablifliment of Chriftianitj^ 
may be confidered as one of thofe im-- 
portant and domeftic revolutions which excite the 
moft lively curiofity, and afford the moft valuable 
inftrudlion. The vidories and the civil policy of 
Conftantine no longer influence the ftate of 
Europe j but a confiderable portion of the globe 
ilill retains the impreffion which it received from 
the converfion of that monarch 5 and the eccle- 
fiaftical inftitutions of his reign are ftill conneftcd, 
by an indiffoluble chain, with the opinions, the 
pafllons, and the interefts of the prefent genera- 
tion. 
Dateof the In the confideration of a fubjeft which may b^ 
of"con.^" examined with impartiality, but cannot be viewed 
ftantinc. ^j^h indifference, a difficulty immediately arifes 
of a very unexpefted nature ; that of afcertaining 
the real and prccife date of the converfion of Con- 
A.D. 306. ftantine. The eloquent Laftantius, in the midft 
of his court, feems impatient ' to proclaim to the 

world 

s The date of the Divine Inftitutions of JLa£hintitts has been ac« 
curately difcufled, difficulties have been ftatted, folutiohs propofed^ 
and an expedient imagined of two original editions $ the former pub-' 
liihed during the perfecution of Diocletian, the latter under that of 
Licinius. See Dufrefnoy* Prefat* p. v. Tillentiont, Mem. Eccle* 

fiaflk 
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world the glorious example of the fovereign of ^ S^^' 
Gaul ; who, in the firft moments of his reign, ac- <>- -y— J 
knowledged and adored the majefty of the true 
and only God *. The learned Eufcbius has af- 
cribed the faith of Conftantine to the miraculous 
fign which was difplayed in the heavens whilft he 
meditated and prepared the Italian expedition V A.D. 312; 
The hiftorian Zofimus malicioufly afferts> that the 
emperor had embrued his hands in the blood of 
his eldeft fon, before he publicly renounced the 
gods of Rome and of his anceftors \ The per- a.D. %i6, 
plexity produced by thcfe difcordant authorities, 
is derived from the behaviour of Conftantine him- 
felf. According to the ftriftnefs of ecclefiaftical 
language, the firft of the Cbrijlian emperors was 
unworthy of that name, till the moment of hiS; 
death j fince it was only during his laft illnefs A.D, sj;; 

that he received, as a catechumen, the impofition 

* 

fiaft. torn. VI. p. 465—470. Lardner's Credibility, part H. rol. vii. 
p. 78—86. For my own part, I am aimfi convinced that Lafbntius 
dedicated his Inftitutions to the fovereign of Gaul, at a time when 
Galcrius, Maximin, and even Licinius, perfecuted the Chriftians j 
that is, between the years 306 and 311. 

» Laftant. Divin. Inftitut. i. i. vii. 17. The firft and moft im« 
portant of thefe paffages is indeed wanting in twenty-eight manu- 
fcripts; but it is found in nineteen. If we weigh the compai-ative 
value of thofe manufcripts, one of 900 years old, in the icing of 
France's library, may be alleged in it's favour 5 but the paflage is 
omitted in the correft manufcript of Bologna, which the P. de 
Montfaucon afcribcs to the fixth or feventh century (Diarium 
Italic, p. 409.). The tafte of moft of the editors (except Ifseus, 
fee La£^ant. edit. Dufrefnoy, tom. i. p. 596.) has felt the genuine 
ftyle of La^ntius. 

1 Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. i. c. S7— 3*. 
4* Zofimus^ h ii« p« i04« 

of 
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6f hands ^ and wis afterwards admitted, by the 
initiatory rites of baptifnl, into the nunaber of' 
the faithful *. The Chriftianity of Conftantine 
mtift be allowed in a much more vague and qua- 
lified kt\{c; and the niceft accuracy is required in 
tfacfng the flow and almoft imperceptible grada- 
tions by whrch the monarch declared himfelf the 
frroteftor, and at length the profelyte, of the 
church. It was an arduous talk to eradicate the 
habits and prejadices of his education, to ac- 
knowledge the divinfe power 6f Chrilt, anrd to un* 
derftand that the truth cff Bis rexrelation was in- 
compaftibk with the worftrip* of the godPs, The 
Obftacks which he had probably experrerrced in 
hk own rttitrd, rnftra<fted hitn^to. proceed with 
eautron in the monnfentous change o( a natfonat 
MKgiOn-; amJ he infenffWf difcovered his new 
opinions, as far as he caa]d enforce them with 

5 That nte Wa* <A'wfly* u6(f in making a catechumen' (fee Sing- 
bani's A»t£<|«itie«tfv 1'. «. c. t, p-. 4*9. ©bm. Chai'cfon, Htff. dei 
Saci»m«ns, fbith >. p. 62*.), and' Conffentine received it for the frjt 
tinae (Eufeb. inVkv Cbnftant. J. i^. c. 6r.) imfiftediatefy before his 
baptifm and death. From the c<!)«rtc6fion of thefe two fefts, Vileffui 
(M 1^. Eufeb. J hsLS' drUwn- the conclafion which is reluftantly ad- 
mitted by Tillemont (Hift. de«' EiBpewurs, torn. iv. p. 62^.), and 
oppofed with feeble argjimenflsr by Moiheim (p. 9^8. ). 

6 Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. Iv iv, c. 61, 6a, 6^. The hg&n^of 
Conflantine^s baptifin at Rome', tfiirteen years before his dCat^, was" 
iavented in the eighth century', a« a proper motive for his' ^/IbubrtblP, 
Such has been the gradual progrefe of knowledge, ^t a ftory^ of 
.which Cardinal Baroniu« (Aimal-. Ecckfiaft. A. I>.^ ^7f^, No. 
4^— 49«) declared himfelf the uftbluihing advocate, ie nc»w fs^ltf 
fupported, even within the verge of the Vatican. 8c^ tlie^^tsqw^ 
tates Chriftianae, tom. ii. p. 23^2 j a work publifhed with fix appr«- 
1)ations at Rome, in the year 1751, by Father Mamachi, a learned 
Dominican. 

fafcty 
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Ikfety and with cfFeft. During the whole courfe chap. 
of his reign, the dream of Chriftianity flowed \^,-^'_f 
with a gentle, though accelerated, motion : but 
its general direftion was fometimes checked, and 
fometinies diverted, by the accidental circum- 
ftances df the times, and by the prudence, or pof- 
fibly by the caprice, of the monarch. His mini- 
fters were permitted to lignify the intentions of 
their mafter in the various language Which was 
beft adiapted to their refpeclive principles ^ i and 
he artfully balanced the hopes and fears of his fub- 
jefts, by publifliing in the fame year two edids ; A.D. sn, 
the firft of which enjoined the folcmn obfervance 
of Sunday ', and the fecond directed the regular 
confultation of the Arufpices ^ While this im- 
portant revolution yet remained in fufpcnfe, the 
Chriftians and the Pagans watched the condudl of 
their fovereign with the fame anxiety, but with 
very oppofite fentiments. The former were 
prompted by every motive of zeal, as well as va- 
nity, to exaggerate the marks of his favour, and 
the evidences of his faith. The latter, till their ' 
juft apprehenfions were changed into defpair and 

7 The quaeftor, or fceretary, who compofed the law of the 
Tbeodofian Code, makes his mafter fay with indifference, '* homini- 
•* bus fupradi6lx; religionis'* (1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. i.). The minifter 
of eccleiiaftical affairs was allowed a more devout and refpe6lful 
ftyle, Tuc tv9t<r/j^ti xen aytwretrns KaBoXmni Bfna-nuett j the legal, mod 
holy, and Catholic worfhip. See Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. 1.x. c. 6. 

* Cod. Theodof. 1. ii. tit. viii. leg, i. Cod. Juftinian. 1. iii. tit. 
xU. leg. 3. Conftantine ftyles the Lord's day dies Jolts, a name 
which could not offend the ears of his Pagan fubjefts. 

9 Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. 1. Godefroy, in the charaft«: 
of a commentator, endeavom-s (tom. vi. p. 257.) to cxcufe Con- 
ifcrntine i but the more zealous Baronius (Annal. Ecclef; A. D. 311^ 
No. i\.) cenfurcs his profane condu6l with truth and afperity. 

Vol. IIL R rcfent- 
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Ch A P. rcfcntmerit, attempted to conceal from the world, 
\^ -^ '_f and from themfelves^ that the gods of Rome 
could no longer reckon the emperor in the num- 
ber of their votaries. The fame paflions and pre^^ 
judices have engaged the partial writers of the 
times to conned the public profeflion of Chrif- 
tianity with the moft glorious or the moft igno- 
minious aera of the reign ofConftantine. 
ms Pagan Whatever fymptoms of Chriftian piety niight 
tioB. tranfpire in the difcourfcs or aftions of Conftan* 
tine, he perfevered till he was near forty years of 
age in the praflice of the eftabliflied religion '"^f 
and the fame condu£t which in the court of Nico-^ 
media might be imputed to his fear, could be 
afcribed only to the inclination or policy of the 
fbvereign of Gaul. His liberality reftored and 
enriched the temples of the gods : the medals 
which iffued from his Imperial mint arc impreffcd 
with the figures and attributes of Jupiter and 
Apollo^ of Mars and Hercules i and his filial piety 
increafed the council of Olympus by Jthe folemn 
apothepfis of his father Conftantius ". But the 
devotion of Conftantine was more^peculiarly di- 
rected to the genius of the Sun, the Apollo 
of Greek and Roman mythology ; and he was 
pleafed to be reprefcnted with the fymbols of the 

»o Theodoret (1. i. c. i8.) ftfems to infinuatc tfeat Helena gave 
her Ton a Chriftian education i but we may be aiTured^ from tiie 
fuperior authority of Eufebiu? (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iti* c» 47. J> 
that fhe herfelf was indebted to Conftantine for the knowledge of. 
Chriftianity. 

i< See the me^aU of Conftantine in Ducange add Bandun> A» 
few cities had retained the priyilege of coining, almoft all thenied^lt 
of that age iflu^ .fc9n the nuAt u&d«c tbe &ndi«4^ of tbft topedal 
^uUiQrity, 
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God of Light and Poetry. The unerring (hafts ^ ^^ ^- 
of that deity, the brightnefs of his eyes, his laurel u— 'yl»j 
wreath, immortal beauty, and elegant accom- 
plifliments, feem to point him out as the patron 
of a young hero. The altars of Apollo were 
crowned with the votive offerings of Conftantine 5 
and the credulous multitude were taught to be- 
JieVe, that the emperor was permitted to behold 
with mortal eyes the vifible majefty of their tu« 
telar deity i and that, either waking or ia a vifionj 
he was bleflfed with the aufpiciqus omens of a long 
and victorious reign. The Sun was univerfally 
celebrated as the invincible guide and proteftor 
of Conftantine; and the Pagans might reafonably 
, cxpeft that the infulted god would purfue with 
unrelenting vengeance the impiety of his ungrate- 
ful favourite '*. 

As long as Conftantine exercifed a limited ^^^^°r 

_ . , . /-A^ , , . ^, ./4 teas the 

fovereignty over the provinces of Gaul, his Chrif- chriftiana 
tian fubjcfts were proteftedby the authority, and A.D!fo6 
perhaps by the laws, of a prince, who wifely left — 3i*« 
to the gods the care of vindicating their own ho- 
nour. If we may credit the aflertion of Conftan- 
tine himfelf, he had been an indignant fpeftator . 
of the favage cruelties which were inflifted, by the 
hands of Roman foldiers, on thofe citizens whofe 
religion was their only crime ". In the Eaft and 

in 

'* The panegyric of Eumenius (vil. inter Panegyr. Vet.), which 
was pronounced a few months before the Italian vyrar, abounds with 
the moit unexceptionable evidence of the Pagan fuperftition of Con* 
ftantine, and of his particular veneration for Apollo, or the Sun ; to 
which Julian alludes (Orat. vii. p. 228. aTF^^wm a-t,). See Com- 
inentaire de Spanheim fur les Cefars, p. 317. 
. »3 Conftantin. Orat. ad San6los, c. 25. But it might eafiJy be 
fluvp> that the Greek tranflator has improved the fenff of the Latin 

K % original i 
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CHAP, in the Weft, he had feen the different effefts of 
^ ' . fevcrity and indulgence j and as the former was 
rendered ftill more odious by the example af Ga- 
lerius, his implacable enemy, the latter was re- 
commended to his imitation by the authority and 
advice of a dying father. The fon of Conftan- 
tius immediately fufpended or repealed the edifts 
of perfecution, and granted the free exercife of 
their religious ceremonies to all thofe who had al- 
ready profefled themfelves members of the church. 
They were foon encouraged to depend on the 
favour as well as on the juftice of their fovereign, 
who had imbibed a fecret and fincere reverence 
for the name of Chrift, and for the God of the 
Chriftians'*. 
A.D. 3i3> About five months after the conqueft of Italy, 
E^a oV ^he emperor made a folemn and authentic deck- 
Milan. ration of his fentiments,. by the celebrated edift 
of Milan, which reftored peace to the Catholic 
church. In the perfonal interview of the two 
weftern princes, Conftantine, by the afcendant 
of genius and power, obtained the ready concur- 
rence of his colleague Liciniusj the union of 
their names and authority difarmed the fury of 
Maximin ; and, after the death of the tyrant of 
the Eaft, the edift of Milan was received as a ge- 
neral and fundamental law of the Roman world *\ 

The 

©liginal ; and the aged emperor might recolleft the perfecution of 
Diocletian with a more lively abhorrence than he had aftually felt in 
the days of his youth and Pa^anifm. 

U See Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. 1. viii. 13. 1. ix. 9. and inVit. Conft. 
1. i. c. 16, 17. Laflant. Divin. Inftitut. i. i. Caecilius de Mort. 
perfecut. c. 25. 

15 Caecilius (de Mort. Perfecut. c. 4S.) has preferved the Latin 
♦riginal ^ aiid Eufebius (Hift, Ecclef. 1. x, c. 5.) has given a Greek 

tranflation 
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Tfae wifdom of the emperors provided for the chap. 
reftitution of all the civil and religious rights of ^ ^ ' _ji 
which the Chriftians had beenfo unjuftly deprived. 
It was enaded, that the places of worfhip, and 
public lands, which had been confifcated, fliould 
be reftored to fhe church, without difpute, without 
delay, and without expence : and this fevere in- 
jundlion was accompanied with a gracious pro- 
mife, that if any of the purchafers had paid a/air 
and adequate price, they fhould be indemnified 
from the Imperial treafury. The falutary regu- 
lations which guard the future tranquillity of the 
faithful, are framed on the principles of enlarged 
and equal toleration ; and fuch an equality mull 
have been interpreted by a recent fedt as an ad* 
vantageous and honourable diftinftion. The two 
emperors^ proclaim to the world, that they have 
granted a free and abfolute power to the Chrif- 
tians, and to all others, of following the religion 
which each individual thinks proper to prefer, to 
which he has addifted his mind, and which he 
may deem the beft adapted to his own ufe. They 
carefully explain every ambiguous word, remove 
every exception, and exaft from the governors of 
the provinces a ftrift obedience to the true and 
fimple meaning of an edift, which was dcligned 
toeftablilh and fecure, without any limitation, the 
claims of religious liberty. They condefcend 
to affign two weighty reafons which have induced 
them to allow this univerfal toleration : the hu- 
mane intention of confulting the peace and hap- 

traflflgtion of this perpetual edi£t, which refers to fome provifional 
regulations. 

R 3 pincft 
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CHAP, pinefs of their people 5 and the pious hope, that, 
i_,-^-' _' by fuch a conducV, they (hall appeafe and pro- 
pitiate the Deify y whofe feat is in heaven. They 
gratefully acknowledge the many fignal proofs 
which they have received of the divine favour; 
and they truft that the fame Providence will for 
ever continue to proteft the profperity of the 
prince and people. From thefe vague and inde- 
finite expreflions of piety, three fuppofitions may 
be deduced, of a different, but not of an incom- 
patible, nature. The min3 of Conftantine might 
flu6buate between the Pagan and the Chriftian re- 
ligions. According to the loofe and complying 
notions of polytheifm, he might acknowledge the 
God of the Chriftians as one of the many deities 
who compofed the hierarchy of heaven. Or per- 
haps he might embrace the philofophic and pleaf- 
ing idea, that, notwithftanding the variety of 
names, of rites, and of opinions, all the fefts and 
all the nations of mankind are united in the wbr- 
fliip of the common Father and Creator of the 
univerfe *^ 

ufe and ^^^ ^^^ counfels of prfnces are more frequently 

^^"ch ^ft ^'^^"^^^^^ by views of temporal advantage, than 

ian mo- by confideratioHs of abftraft and fpeculative truth. 

*^* The partial and increafing favour of Conftantine 

'* A panegyric of Conlhintine, pronounced feven or eight monthli 
after the cdift of Milan (fee Gothofred. Chronology Legum, p. 7. 
and Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs torn. iv. p. 246.), ufes the 
following i*emarkable expreiHon : ** Sumnie renim fator, cujus tot 
«« nomina funt, quot linguas gentium eflfe voluifH, quern enim te 
*• ipfe dici velis, fcire non pofTumus." Panegyr. Vet. ix., a6. In 
explaining Conftantine^s progrefs in thefaith^ Mo&doi (p. 97I9 &C.} 
is ingenious, fubtle, prolix. 
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may naturally be referi-cd to the eft^em which he ^ ^^ P- 
entertained for the moral charaftcr of the Chrif- *__-^-i^ 
tians ; and to a perfuafion, that the propagation 
of the gofpel would inculcate the praftice of pri- 
vate and public virtue. Whatever latitude an 
abfolute monarch may alTume in his own conduft, 
whatever indulgence he may claim for his own 
paflions, it is undoubtedly his intereft that all his 
fubjedlsfhould refpeft the natural and civil obliga- 
tions of fociety. But the operation of the wifeft 
laws is imperfeft and precarious. They felidom 
infpire virtue, they cannot always reftrain vice. 
Their power is infufRcient to prohibit all that they 
condemn, nor can they always punifh the aftions 
which they prohibit. The legiflators of antiquity 
had fummoned to their aid the powers of educa- 
tion and of opinion. But every principle which 
had once maintained the vigour and purity of 
Rome and Sparta, was long fince extinguiflied in 
a declining and defpotic empire. Philofophy ftill 
cxercifed her temperate fway over the human 
mind, but the caufe of virtue derived very feeble 
fupport from the influence of the Pagan fuperfti- 
lion. Under thefe difcouraging circumftances, a 
prudent magiftrate might obferve with pleafure 
the progrefs of a religion which diffufcd among 
the people a pure, benevolent, and univerfel fyf- 
tem of ethics, adapted to every djuty and every 
condition of life ; recommended as the will and 
reafon of the Supreme Deity, and enforced by the 
fanftion of eternal rewards or punifhments* The 
experience of Greek and Roman hiftory could not 
inform the world how far the fyftpm of national 

R 4 manners 
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CHAP, manners might be reformed and improved by the 
'_ ^-,' precepts of a divine revelatipn \ and Conftantinc 
might liften with feme confidence to the flattering, 
and indeed^ j-eafonable, aiSurances of Laclantius. 
The eloquent apologift feemed firmly to expedt, 
and almoft ventured to promife, that the efta* 
blifhment of Chriftianity would reftore the inno- 
cence and felicity of the primitive age j that the 
worlhip of the true God would cxtinguifh war and 
diflcnfion among thofe who mutually confidered 
themfelves as the children of a common parent ; 
that every impure defire, every angry or felfifh 
paflion, would be reftrained by the knowledge of 
the gofpcl \ and that the magiftrates might fheath 
the fword of juftice among a people who would be 
univerfally aftuatcd by the fentimcnts of truth and 
piety, of equity and moderation, of harmony and 
viniverfal love *^ 
Theory The paffiyc and unrefifting obedience, which 

^ceof paf- bows Under the yoke of authority, or even of op- 
five obedi- prelTion, muft have appeared, in the eyes of an 
abfolute monarch, the moft confpicuous and ufe- 
ful of the evangelic virtues * •. The primitive 
Chriftians derived the inftitution of civil govern*- 
ment^ ,not from the confent of the people, but 
from the decrees of heaven. The reigning em« 
peror, though he had ufurped the fceptre by trea*- 

»7 See the elegant defcription of Laftantius (DIvin. Inftitut. v, 
S.), who is much more perfpiciious and pofitive tVian it becomes \ 
flifcreet prophet, 

'^^ The political fyftem of the Chriftians is explained by Grotius, 
de Jure Belli et Pacis, l.-i. c. 3, 4. Grotius was a republican aiid 
^n exile, but the mildnefs of bis temper inclined bim to fupport tb^ 
€ftabU(he4 powers* 

^^ , fon 
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fon and murder, immediately affumed the facred chap. 
charader of vicegerent of the Deity. To the 
Deity alone he was accountable for the abufe of 
his power; and his iubjefts were indiflblubly 
bound, by their oath of fidelity, to a tyrant, who 
had violated, every law of nature and fociety. 
The humble Chriftians were fent into the world 
as fheep among wolves ; and fince they were not 
permitted tQ employ force, even in the defence of 
their religion, they fhould be flill more criminal 
if they were tempted to fhed the blood of their 
fellow-creatures, in difputing the vain privileges, 
or the fordid pofleffions, of this tranfitory life. 
Faithful to the doftrine of the apoftle, who in 
the reign of Nero had preached the duty of un- 
conditional fubmiflion, the Chriftians of the three 
firft centuries preferved their confcience pure and 
innocent of the guilt of fecret confpiracy, or opea 
rebellion. While they experienced the rigour of 
p€rfecution,,they were never provoked either to 
meet their tyrants in the field, or indignantly to 
withdraw themfelv^es into fotne remote and fc- 
queftered corner of the globe *^ The proteftants 
of France, of Germany, ^nd of Britain, who af- 
ferted with fuch intrepid courage their civil an4 
religious freedom, have been infulted by the in- 
vidious comparifon between the condu6t of the 

'9 Tcrtulllan. Apolog. c. 32. 34, 35, 36. Tamen nunquam 
Albiniani, nee Nigriani vel Cafllani inveniri potucrunt Chriftiani* 
'Ad Scapulam, c. a. If this affertion be ftri^lly true, it excludes th« 
Chriftians of that age from all civil and railitaiy employiaents, 
Owhfch would have compelled them to take an aflive part in the 
iervice of their refpeftive governors. See Moyle's Works, vol. ii« 

primitive 
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primitive and of the reformed Chriftians **. Per- 
haps, inftead of cenfurc, fomc applaufe may be 
due to the fuperior fenfe and fpirit of our an- 
ceftors, who had convinced themfelves that re- 
ligion cannot abolifh the unalienable rights of 
human n^urfe^". Perhaps the patience of the 
primitive cliurch may be afcribcd to its weakneft, 
as well as to its virtue. A feft of unwarlike ple- 
beians> without leaders, without arms, without 
fortifications, muft have encountered inevitable 
deftrudion in a ra(h and fruitlefs refinance to the 
mafter of the Roman legions. But the Chriftians, 
when they deprecated the wrath of Diocletian, or 
folicited the favour of Conftantine, could allege, 
. with truth and confidence, that they held the prin- 
ciple of paffive obedience, and that, in the fpace 
of three centuries, their conduft had always been 
conformable to their principles. They might 
add, that the throne of the emperors would be 
tftablifhed on a fixed and permanent bafis, if all 
their fubjefts embracing the Chriftian doftrine, 
fhould learn to fufier and to obey. 
Divine , In the general order of Providence, princes and 

Conftaa- tyrants are confidcred as the mi nifters of Heaven, 
^n«» appointed to rule or to chaftife the nations of the 

earth, fiut facred hiftory affords many illuftrious 

*o See the artful Boffuct <Hift. des Variations dcs Eglifcs Pro- 
teftantes, torn. iii. p. aio— 253.)> and the nialicious Bayle (tona. ii. 
p. 6io.}. I lumi Bayle, for he was certainly the author pf the Avh 
«ux Refugies \ confult the Di^ionnaire Critique de ChauiFepie« 
torn. i. part ii. p. 145. 

«x Buchanan is the earlieft, or at leaft the moft celebrated, of the 
refomaers, who has juiUfied the theory of redilance. See his Dia- 
logue de Jure Regni apud ScotoSj torn. ii. p« %%• 30. edit. fol« 
jUeddiman* 

examples 
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examples of the more immediate interpolition of ^ hap, 
the Deity in the government of his chofen people* r J^ ^ 
The fceptre and the fword were committed to the 
hands of Mofes, of Joftiua, of Gideon, of David» 
of the Maccabees J the virtues of thofe heroes 
were the motive or the efFeft ofthe Divine favour, 
the fuccefs of their arms was deftined to atchieve 
the deliverance or the triumph of the church; 
If the judges of Ifrael were occaiional and tern*- 
porary magiftratcs, the kings of Judah derived 
from the royal unftion of their great anceftor, an 
hereditary and indefeafible right, which could not 
be forfeited by their own vices, nor recalled by 
the caprice of their fubjefts. The fame extraor* 
dinary providence, which was no longer confined 
to the Jewilh people, might eled Conftantine and 
his family as the proteftors of the Chriftian world j 
and the devout Laftantius announces, in a pro- 
phetic tone, the future glories of his long and 
univerfal reign **• Galerius and Maximin, Max- 
cntius and Licinius, Were the rivals who fhared 
with the favourite of heaven the provinces of the 
ertipire. The tragic deaths of Galerius arid Maxi- 
min foon gratified the refentment, and fulfilled the 
fanguine expeftations, of the Chriftians. The 
fuccefs of Conftantine againft Maxentiusand Li- 
cinius, removed the two formidable competitors 
who ftill oppofed the triumph of the fecond 
David, and his caufe might fecm to claim the 
peculiar interpofition of Providence. The cha- 

^2 LzBznU Divin. Inftitut. i. i. Eufebius, in the courfe of hh 
hi&otyy his life, and his oration, repeatedly inculcates the tiivint 
right of Conltantiiiij to the empire, 

radlcr 
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CHAP, rafter of the Roman tyrant difgraced the purple 
t_ -^- _f and human nature; and though the Chriftians 
might ervjoy his precarious favour, they were ex- 
pofcd, with the reft of his fubjeftsi to the effeds 
of his wanton and capricious cruelty. The con- 
duft of Licinius foon betrayed the reluftance 
with which he had confented to the wife and hu- 
mane regulations of the edi6t of Milan. The 
convocation of provincial fynods was prohibited 
in his dominions j his Chriftian officers were ig- 
nominioufly difmifled i and if he avoided the 
guilt, or rather danger, of a general perfecution, 
his partial oppreffions were rendered (till more 
odious, by the violation of a folemn and volun- 
tary engagement *^ While the Eaft, according 
to the lively expreffion of Eufcbius, .was involved 
in the (hades of infernal darknefs, the aufpicious 
rays of celeftial light warmed and illuminated the 
provinces of the Weft. The piety of Conftantine 
was admitted as an unexceptionable proof of the 
juftice of his arms 5 and his ufe of viftory con- 
firmed the opinion of the Chriftians, that their 
hero was infpired, and conducted, by the Lord of 
Hofts. The conqueft of Italy produced a gene- 
ral edift of toleration : and as foon as the defeat 
of Licinius had invefted Conftantine-with the folc 
A»D. 324- dominion of the Roman world, he immediately, 
by circular letters, exhorted all his fubjedls to 
imitate, without delay, the example of their fove- 

^5 Our imperfeft knowledge of the perfecution of Licinius is de- 
rived from Eufebius (Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. c. 8. Vit. Conilantin. 1. i. 
c. 49— 56. I. j^. c. J, 2.). Aurelius Vi^or mentions bis ciniclty 

in general lenDS. 
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and to embrace the divine truth of Chrifti-- CH A p. 




The affurance that the elevation of Conftan- Loyalty 
tine was intimately connefted vf^ith the defigns of the Chrift- 
Providcnce, inflilled into the minds of the Chrift- »an party. 
ians two opinions, which, by very different means, 
affifted the accomplifhment of the prophiscy* 
Their warm and adlive loyalty exhaufted in his 
favour every refource of humjin induftry; and 
thty confidently expefted that their ftrenuous ef- 
forts would be feconded by fome divine and mira- 
culous aid. The enemies of Conftantine have 
imputed to interefted motives the alliance which 
he infenfibly contrafted with the Catholic church, 
and which apparently contributes to the fuccefsof 
his ambition. In the beginning of the fourth 
century, the Chriftians ftill bore a very inadequate 
proportion to the inhabitants of the empire; but 
among a degenerate people, who viewed the 
change of matters with the indifference of flaves, 
the fpirit and union of a religious party might af- 
fift the popular leader, to whofe fervice, from a 
principle of confcience, they had devoted their 
lives and fortunes *\ The example of his father 
had inftrudlcd Conftantine to efteem and to re- 
ward the merit of the Chriftians ; and in the dif- 

^ Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. I. ii. c. 24—42. 4S— 60. 

*S In the beginning of the laft century, the Papifts of England 
were only a tbinietb, and the Proteftants of France only ^ fifteenth. i^^lxX, 
of the refpeftive nations, to whom their fpirit and power were a con- 
ftant objeft of apprehenfion. See the relations which Bentivogli© 
(who was then nuncio at Bruffels, and afterwards cardinal) tranf- 
mitted to the court of Rome (Relazione, torn. ii. p. an. 241.)* 
Bcntivoglio was curious, well-informed, but fomewhat partial. 

- • c tribution 
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CHAP, tribution of public offices, he had the advantage 
V ^ ' ' of ftrengthcning his government, by the choice.of 
minifters or generals, in whofe fidelity he could 
repofe a juft and unreferved confidence. By the 
influence of thefe dignified miflionaries, the pro- 
felytes of the new faith muft have multiplied in 
the court and army ; the Barbarians of Germany, 
who filled the ranks of the legions, were of a care* 
left. temper, which acquiefced without refiftance 
in the religion of their commander ^ and when 
they paffcd the Alps, it may fairly be prefumed, 
that a great number of the foldiers had already 
confecrated their fwords to the fervice of Chrift 
and of C^onftantine *^ The habits of mankind, 
and the intereft of religion, gradually abated the 
horror of war and bloodlhed, which had fo long 
prevailed among the Chriftians ; and in the coun«- 
cils which were aflemblcd under the gracious pro- 
tcftion of Conftantine, the authority of the bifhops 
was feafonably employed to ratify the obligation 
of the military oath, and to inflifl: the penalty of 
excommunication on thofe foldiers- who threw 
away their arms during the peace of the church*'* 
While Conftantine, in his own dominions, en- 
crcafed the number and zeal of his faithful ad- 
hcrents, he could depend on the fupport of a 

*6 This capelefs temper of the Germans appears almoft uniformly 
in the hiftory of the converfion of each of the tribes. The legions of 
Conihin<ine were recruited with Germans (ZoilmuSy 1. ii. p. S6.) ;. 
and the court ev^n of his father had been filled with Chriftians. Set 
the firft book of the Life of Conilantine, by Eufebius. 

^7 De hi» qui arma projiciunt in pact, placuit eos abftiaere a com- 
munione. Concil. Arelat. Canon iii. The beft^oitics appiy theic 
Word» to the ptate (f tht cburcb* 

powerful 
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powerful faftion in thofe provinces, which were ^ ^^ ^* 
ftill poffeffcd or ufurped by his rivals^ A fecret v- y-^j 
difaffedlion was difFufed annong the Chriftian 
fubje&s of Max^ntius and Licinius i and the re- 
fentment which the latter did not attempt to con- 
ceal, ferved only to engage them ftill more deeply 
in the intereft of his competitor. The regular 
^orrefpondence which conneftcd the bifhops of 
the moft diftant provinces, enabled them freely 
to communicate their wifhes and their defigns, 
and to tranfmit without danger any ufeful intelli- 
gence, or any pious contributions, which might 
promote the fervice of Conftantine, who publicly 
declared that he had taken up arms for the deli- 
verance of the church **. 

The enthufiafm which infpired the troops, and ^'^'^^ 
perhaps the emperor himfelf, had fharpcned their belief of 
fwords while it fatisfied their confcience. They ^^^^ 
lyiarched to- battle with the full aflurance, that the 
iamc God, who had formerly opened a paffage to 
the Ifraelites through the waters of Jordan, md 
had thrown down the wallsof Jerichaac the found 
of the trumpets of Jofliua, would difplay his vi-. 
fible majefty and power in the vidlory of Conftan- 
tine. The evidence of ecclefiaftical hiftory is pre- 

23 Eufebius always considers tbe fecond civil vrar againil Licimufi 
as a fort of religious crufade. At the invitation of the tyrant, iooio 
Chriftian officers had refumed their »enes $ or, in other words, had re^ 
turned to the military fervice. Their condu£l was aftei-wai^ls cpn- 
iured hy the izxh canon of the council of Nice $ if this paiticular 
appdication may be received, inftead of the loofe and general fenfe of 
the Greek interpceters, Balfamon, Zonaras, and Alexis Ariftenus. 
Scc.Beveridgc, Pandfift* Ecclcf, Gr»c. torn, i^ Pf 72. torn. ii. p. 7?* 
AnAolatlott. 

p^rcd. 
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CHAP, pared to affirm, that their expcftations were jufti- 
>_ ^ '_f fied by the confpicuous miracle to which the 
convcrfion of the firft Chriftian emperor has been 
almoft: unanimoufly afcribed. The real or ima- 
ginary caufe of fo important an events deferves 
and demands the attention of pofterity; and I 
fhall endeavour to form a juft eftimate of the fa- 
mous vifion of Conftantine, by a diftinft cohfi- 
dcration of thtjiandardy the dream, and the cekftial 
Jign ', by feparating the hiltorical, the natural, and 
the marvellous parts of this extraordinary ffory, 
which, in the compofition of a fpecious argument, 
have been artfully confounded in one fplendid 
and brittle mafs. 
The LaBa- I. An inftrument of the tortures which were in- 
tondardof fliftcd Only on flavcs and ftrangers, became an 
thecrofs. Q^jcft of horror in the eyes of a Roman citizen; 
and the ideas of guilt, of pain, and of ignominy, 
were clofely united with the idea of the crofs *^ 
The piety, rather than the humanity, of Conftan- 
tine, foon abolilhed in his dominions the punilh- 
mcnt which the Saviour of mankind had conde- 
fcended to fufFer ^"^ -, but the emperor had already 

*9 Nomen ipfum cruets abfit non modo a corpore civium Roman - 
orum, fed etiam a cogitatione, oculis, auribiis. Cicero pro Ra- 
berio^ c. 5. The Chriftian writers, Juftin, Minucius Faelix, Ter- 
tnllian, Jerom, and Maximus of Turin, have inveftigated with to- 
lerable fuccefs the figure or likenefs of a crofs in almoft every objeft 
of nature or art ; in the interfe6Uon of the meridian and equator, the 
human face, a bird flying, a man fwimming, a maft and yard, a 
plough, zjhndard, &c. &c. &c. See Lipfnis de Cruce, 1. i. e. 9. 

30, See Aurelius Viftor, who conliders this law as one of the ex- 
amples of Conftantine's piety. An edift io honourable to Chriftianity 
dfeferved a place in the Theodofian cbde, inftead of the indireft men-" 
tion of it, which feems to refult from the comparifpn of the vth and* 
xviiith titles of the ixth book. 

learned 
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learned todefpife the prejudices of his education, ^ S^^" 
and of his people, before he could ereft in the 
midft of Rome his own ftacue, bearing a crofs in 
its right hand j with an infcription, which referred 
the viiflory of his arms, and the deliverance of 
Rome, to the virtue of that falutary fign, the true 
fymbol of force and courage ^\ The fame fjfm- 
bol fandlified the arms of the foldiers ofConftan- 
tine J the crofs glittered on their helmet, was en- 
graved on their fhields, was interwoven into their 
banners; and the confccrated emblems which 
adorned the perfon of the emperor himfclf, were 
diftinguifhed only by richer materials and, more 
exquifite workmanfhip ^\ But the principal 
ftandard which difplaycd the triumph of the crofs 
was ftilcd the Labarum ", an obfcure, though 

J I Eufebius, in Vlt. Conftantin. 1. i. c. 40. This ftatue, or at 
Icaft the crofs and infcription, may be afciibed with more probability 
to the fecond, or even the third, vifit of Conftantine to Rome. Im- 
mediately after the defeat of Maxentius, the minds of the fenate and 
people were fcarcely ripe for this public monument. 
3* Agnofcas regina libens mea figna neceflfe eft j 

In quibus effigies atuii aut gemmata refulget 

Aut lon^is folido ex auro praefertur in haitis. 

Hoc figno invi6lus, tranfmiflls Alpibus Uitor 

Senritium folvit mifei-abile Conftantinus 



Chriftus furpureum gemmanti textns in auro 

Signabat Labarum^ cl3rpeorum infignia Chriftus 

Scripferat j ardebat fummis aux addita criftis. 

Prudent, in Symmachum, 1. ii. 464. 4S5. 
33 The deriration and meaning of the word Laharum, or Laborum, 
which is employed by Gregory Nazianien, Ambrofe, Prudentius, 
&c. ftill remain totally unknown 5 in fpite of the efforts of the critics, 
who have ineffcftually tortured the Latin, Greek, Spanilh, Celtic, 
Teutonic, lUyiic, Armeni2n, &c. in feaich of an etymology. See 
Pucange, in Gioff. Med. 8i iniim. Latinitat. fub voce Labarum, and 
Qodefroy, ad Cod. Theodo/*. torn. ii. p. 143. 

Vox.. III. S cclebjrated 
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CHAP. celcb'Fatcd name, which has been vainly derived 
from almoft all the languages of the world. It i&^ 
defcribed ^* as a long pike interfered by a tranf- 
vcrfal beam. The filken veil which hung down 
from the beam> was curioufly enwrought with the 
images of the reigning monarch and his children. 
The fummit of the pike fupported a* drown of 
gold which inclofed the myfterious monogram, at 
once expreffive of the figure of the crofs^ and the 
initial letters of the name of Chrift ^\ The fafety 
of the labarum was entrufted to fifty guards, of 
approved valour and fidelity ; their ftation was 
marked by honours and emoluments j and fome 
fortunate accidents foon introduced an opinion^ 
that as long as the guards of the labarum were 
engaged in the execution of their office, they were 
fecure and invulnerable amidft the darts of the 
lenemy. In the fecond civil war Licinius felt and 
dreaded the power of this confecrated banner>the 
fight of which, in the diftrefs of battle, animated ' 
the foldiers of Conftantine with an invincible en- 
thufiafm, and fcattcred terror and difmay through 
the ranks of the adverfe legions ^. The Chriftian 

emperors> 

34 Eufeb. in Vit. Conftaiitin* 1. i^ c. 3a, 3.1. Baronius (ArinaL 
Ecclef. A. D. 312, No 26.) has engraved a re^refentation of the- 
Labarum. 

35 Tranfversa X litera, fummo capite ciicumflexo, Chriftum in 
fcutis notat. Caecilius de M. P. c. 44. Cupcr (ad M. P. in edit. 
La6lant. torn. ii. p. 50b.) and Baionius (A..D. 312. N® 25.) 
have engraved from ancient monuments feveral fpecimens (as thus 

Q ^ \ of thcfe monograms, which became extremely. faihioh«- 
T^ °^ 4C / able in the Chriftian world. 

36 Eufeb.. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. ii. c. 7, 8, 9. He intrbdticfes the 
Labarum before the Italian expedition $ but his narrative ieems to in- 

di^ase 
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emperors, who rerpefted the example of Conftan- 
tine, difplayed in all their military expeditions the 
ftandard of the crofs ; but when the degenerate 
fucceflbrs of Theodofius had ceafed to appear in 
perfon at the head of their armies, the labarum 
was depofited as a venerable but ufelefs relic in 
the palace of Conftantinople ". Its honours are - 
ftrll preferved on the medals of the Flavian fa- 
mily. Their grateful devotion has placed the 
rrionogram of Chrift in the midft of the enfigns of 
Rome. The fohemn epithets of, fafety of the re- 
public, glorvof the army, reftoration of public 
happinefs, are equally applied to the religious 
and militat*y trophies i and there is ftill extant a 
medal of the emperor Conftantius, where the 
Handard of the labarum is accompanied with thefc 
itiemorable wdrds. By this sign thou shalt 

CONQUER ^'. 

II. In all oceafions of danger or diftrefs, jt was The dream 
thcpraftice 6f the primitive Chriftians to fortify ^„^ne[ 
their minds and bodies by the fign of the crofs, 
which they ufed, in all their ecclefiaftical rites, in 

dicate that it was irever Ihewn at the head of an army, till Conftan- 
tine, above ten years aftei-wards, declared himfelf the enemy of 
Licinius, and the deliverer of the church. 

37 Sec Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxv. Sozomen, 1. i. c. 2. Theo- 
phan. Chronograph, p. 11. Theophanes lived towards the end of 
t^ic efghth century, almoft five hundred years after Conftantine. 
The modem Greeks were not inclined to difplay in the field the 
ftandard of the empire and of Chriftianity ; and though they depended 
on every fuperftitious hope oi defence, the promife oiviSicry would have 
appeared too bold a fi£lipn. 

38 The Abbe du Volfin, p. 103, &c. alleges fcveral of thefc 
medals, and quotes a particular diflertation of a Jefuit, the Pere de 
Grainville, on this fubje^. 

S a all 
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CHAP, all the daily occurrences of life, as anjnfallibfe 
XX. . . . 

prcfervative againft every fpecics of fpiritual or 

temporal evil^.^ The authority of the church 
might alone have had fufBcient weight to juftify 
the devotion of Conftantine, who in the fani« 
prudent and gradual progrefs acknowledged the 
truth, and aflumed the fyoibol, of Chriltianity., 
But the teltimony of a contennporary writer, who 
in a formal treatife has avenged the caufc of reli- 
gion, bcftov/s on the piety of the emperor a more. 
awful and fublime character. He affirms witl> 
the moft perfed confidence, that in the night 
which preceded the laft battle againft Maxentius> 
Conftantine wasadmonidied in a dream to infcribc 
tUt ft^ields of his foldiers with the celefiial fign of 
Ccdy the facred monogram of the name of Chrift j 
that he executed the commands of heaven, and, 
that his valour and obedience were rewarded by 
the decifivevidory of the Milvian bridge. Some 
confiderations might perhaps incline a fceptical 
mind to fufpect the judgment or the veracity of 
the rhetorician, whofe pen, either from zeal or 
intercft, was devoted to the caufe of the prevail- 
ing fadion *"*. He appears to have publilhed his 

deaths 

j9 Tertulliar, de Cof6na, c. 3. Athanafms, torn. i. f; loi. The 
Icnrned jefult Petavius (Do2:mata Theclog. 1. xv. c. 9, 10.) hasi 
colle6^ed many fimilar pafiages on the "virtues of the croi^, which ift ' 
the laft age embarralTed our Proteftant dlfputants. 

40 Csecllius, de M. P. c. 44. It is certain, that this hrftorical' 
declamation w^s ccmpofcd and publifhed, while Licinius, fovcreiga* 
of the Eaft, (lill preferved the friendfliip of Conftantine, and of the 
Chriftians. Et'ery itader of tafte initft perceive, that the ftylc is of 
a very different and inferior chara61cr to that of La^antius; and' 
fuch indeed is the judgment of Lc Clerc audXardner (Bibliothequ^' 

AcciennQ 
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deaths of the perfecutors at Nicomedia about ^ Jj^^^* 
three years after the Roman victory ; but the in- 
terval of a thoufand miles, and a thoufand days, 
will allow an ample latitude for the invention of 
declaimers, the credolity of party, and the tacic 
approbation of the emperor himfelf j who might 
liften without indignation to a marvellous tale, 
which exalted his fame, and promoted his de- 
figns. In favour of Licinius, who ftill diflembled 
*his animofity to the Chriftians, the fame author 
has provided a fimilar vifion, of a form of prayer, 
which was communicated by an angel, and re^ 
peated by the whole army before they engaged 
the legions of the tyrant Maximin. The frequent 
repetition of miracles ferves to provoke, where 
it does not fubdue, the reafon of mankind'** j but 
if the dream ofCohftantine is feparately confider- 
ed, it may be naturally explained either by the 
policy or the cnthufiafm of the emperor. Whilft 
his anxiety for the approaching day, which mud 
decide the fate of the empire, was fufpended by a 
fhort and interrupted flumber, the venerable 

Ancienneet IV^oderne, ;tom,. lii. p. 4.38. Credibility of the Gofp^I, 
^c. partii. vol. vii. p. 94. J Three arguments from the title of the 
book, and from the names of Donatus and Caccilius, are produced 
hy tb« advocates for Lailaiitius (See the P. Leftopq, torn. ii» 
p. 46 — 60.). Each of thefe proofs is fingly weak and defedive j 
but their concurrejice has great weight. I have often fluc]:uated, and 
ihall tamfly follow tl>e Colbert MS. in calling the author (whoever 
he was) Caecilius. 

4-» Caecilius, dc M. P. c. ^S, There fcems to be fome reafon in 
the obfervation of M. de Voltaire (Oeuvrcs, torn. xlv. p. 307.), who 
afcribes to the fuccefs of Conftantine the fuperior fame of his Laha- 
rum above the angel of Licinius. Yet even this angel is favour:»bly 
cnteitained by Pagi, Tillcmont, Fleurj', &c. who are fond of en^ 
^fcafing tlieir ftock of miracles. 

S 3 form 
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'^ XX ^ ^^^^ ^f Chrift, and the well-knpwn Symbol of 
his religion/ might forcibly offer theqafclves to 
the aftivc fancy of a prince who reverenced the 
name, and had perhaps fecretly implored th^e 
power, of the God of the Chriftians. As readily 
might aconfummate ftatefmaji indulge hinafeif in 
the ufe of one of thofe military (Iratagems, one of 
thofe pious frauds, which Philip and Sertoriushad 
employed with fuch art and tStO. **. The pras- 
ternatural origin of dreams was univerfally ad- 
mitted by the nations of antiquity, and a conlider- 
ablepart of the Gallic army was already prepared 
to place their confidence in the falutary fign of 
the Chriftian religion. The fccrct vilion of Con- 
ftantine could be difproved only by the event j 
and the intrepid hero who had palTed the Alps ^nd 
the Apennine, might view with cafele(s dpfp^Jr 
the confequences of a defeat under the walls of 
Rome. The fenate and peopje, cxultiijg in their 
own deliverance from an odious tyranr> acknow- 
ledged that the vidory of Conftantipe furpafled 
the powers of man, without daring to infinuate 
that it had been obtained by the protection of the 
Gods. The triumphal arch, which wai erefted 

- 4* Befides thefe well-known examples, Tollius (Preface to Boi- 
leau's tianflation of Longinus) has diicoveied a vifion of Antlgo- 
nus, who aflured his troops that he had feen a pentagon (the fymbol 
of fafety) with thefe words, ** In this conquer." Biit Tollius has 
moft inexcufably omitted to produce his authority 5 and his own 
chara6ter, literary as well as moral^ is not free from reproach (See 
Chauffepie Di6iicnnaire Critique, torn. iv. p. 460). Without in- 
filling on tlie filence of Diodorus, Plutarch, Juftin, Sec. it may be 
cbferved that Polyjenus, v^ho in a fepamte chapter (1. iv. c. 6.) has 
collected nineteen military ftratagems of Antigcnus, is totally igno- 
rant of this remarkable vifion. 

about 
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about three years after the eventj proclaims, in chap. 
ambiguous language, that, by the greatnefs of v— -v-^ 
his own mind, and by an injiin^ or impulk of the 
Divinity, he had faved and avenged the Roman 
.republic *% The Pagan orator, who had feized 
an earlier opportunity of celebrating the virtues 
of the eojnqueror, fuppofes that he alone enjoyed 
,^ fecret and intimate commerce with the Supreme 
Being, who delegated the care of mortals to his 
-fubordinate deities; and thus afligns a very plau- 
.fible reafon why the fubjefts of Conftantine fhould 
not prefume to embrace the new religion of their 
:fovereig4i ^. 

III. The philofopher, who with calm fufplcion Appear- 
examines the dreams and omens, the miracles and c^of^^n * 
•prodigies, of profane or even of ecclefiaftical ^^^ %• 
^hiftory, will probably ccntlude, that if the eyes 
of the fpeftators have fometimes been deceived 
by fraud, the underftanding of the readers has 
much more frequently been infulted by fidlion. 
•Every event, or appearance, or accident, which 
feems to deviate from the ordinary courfe of na- 
ture, has been rafhly afcribed to the imnKdiate 
aftion of the Deity j and the aftonifhed fancy of 
the multitude has fometimes given fhape and co- 
lour^ language and motion, to the fleeting but 

43 Inftinflu Divinitatis, mentis magnitudine. The infcription on * 
the ti'iumphal arch of Conftantine, which has been copied by fiaro- 
nius, Gruter, &c. niay ftill be perufed by every curious traveller. 

44 Habes profeflo aliquid cum ilia mente Divina fecretum ;' quae 
xlelegata noftra Diis Minoribus cura iini fe tibi dignatur oftendere, 
Panegyr. Vet. ix. 2. 

S ^ uncommon 
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uncommon meteors of the air ♦'• Nazarius and 
Eufebius are the two molt celebrated orators, who 
in ftudied panegyrics have laboured to exalt the 
glory of Conftantine. Nine years after the Ro- 

A.D. 321. ixian vidory, Nazarius ** defcribes an army of di- 
vine warriors, who feemed to fall from the flcy : 
he marks their beauty, their fpirit, their gigantic 
forms, the dream of light which beamed from 
their celeftial armour, their patience in fufFering ' 
themfclves to be heard, as well as feen, by mor- 
tals ; and their declaration that they were fen t, 
that they flew, tq the afiiftance of the great Con- 
ftantine. For the truth of this prodigy, the Pagan 
prator appeals to the whole Gallic nation, in whofe 
prefence he was then fpeaking ; and feems tp 
hope that the ancient apparitions *^ would novy 
obtain credit from this recent and public event. 
The Chriftian fable of Eufcbiqs, which, in the 

A.D. 33S. fpacp of twenty- fix years, might arifp from the 

qriginal dream, is caft in a much more correct 

and elegant mould. In one of the marches of 

Conftantine, he is reported to have fe^n with his 

k > 

45 M. Freret (Memoires de T Academic des Inrcrlpfions, torn, iv. 
p. 411—437.) explains,, by phyfical caufes, many of the prodigies 
of antiquity 5 and Fabricius, "who is abufed by both parties, vainly 
irics to introduce the celeftial crofs of Conftantine among die folar 
Halos. Bibliothec. Grncc. lom. vi. p. 8—29. 

4^» Nazarius inter Panegyr. Vet, x. 14, 15. It is unneceflary to 
name the moderns, whofe undiftinguilhing and ravenous Appetite ha^ 
1 wallowed even the Pagan b^ajt of Nazarius. 

47 The apparitions of Caftor and Pollux, particularly to announce 
the Macedonian viflory, are attefted by hiftorians and public monu- 
ments. See Cicero de Natura Deomm, ii. z. iii. 5, 6. Florus, ii. 
12. Valerius Maxiraus, 1. i. c. 8. N^ i. Yet the moft recent of 
thcfe miracles is omitted, and indireflly denied by Livy (xlv. ?.). 

0W|> 
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own eyes the luminous trophy of the crofs, placed CHAP. 
above the meridian fun, 'and infcrib^d with the 
folk>wing words : By this*, conquer. This amaz- 
'ing objeft in the fky aftonifhed the whole army, 
as well as the emperor himfelf, who was yet un,- 
determined in the choice of a religion ; but his 
aftonilhfnent was converted into faith by the vi- 
fion of the enfuing night. Chrift appeared be- 
fore his eyes; and difplaying the fame celeftial 
fign of the crofs, he djrcfted Conftantine to frame 
a fimilar ftandard, and to march, with an aflur- 
ance of viftory, againft Maxentius and all his 
enemies *^ The learned biftiop of C^farea ap- 
pears to be fenfible, that the recent difcovery of 
this marvellous anecdote would excite fome fur-, 
prife and diftrpft among the moft pious of .his 
reader§. Yet, inftead of afcertaining the precifc 
circurnftances of time and place, which always 
ferve to detect falfehood, or eftablifh truth *^; 
inftead of collefting and recording the evidence 
of fo many jiving witncfles, who muft have been 
fpedators of this ftupendous miracle ^° ; Eufebius 
contents himfelf with alleging a very fingiTiar 
teftimony ; that of the deceafed Conftantine, who, 
many years after the event, in cl]e freedom of con* 

48 Eufebius, I. 1. c. 28, 29, 30. The Hlence of the Time Eufe- 
blus, in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, is deeply felt by thoie adyoc«tc» 
for the miracle who are not ablolutely callous. 

49 The nan-ative of Conftantine feems to indicate, that he faw the 
p-bfs in the fky before he pallid the Alps againft Maxentius. Tl^e 
fcene has been fixed by provincial vanity at Treves, Befan9on, &c. 
See Tillcmont, Hift. des Empercurs, torn. iv. p. 573- 

50 The pious Tiilemont (Mem. Ecckf. torn. vii. p. 1317.) rc- 
]e6is with aiigh the md\\[ A(Sls of ArUmius, a vet-ran a^d a martyr, 
^ho attefts as an eyc-witnefs the viiion of Coukaniine. 

verfatioHj^ 
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C H A P. verfation, had related to him this extraordinary 
\ -,-' _r incident of his own life, and had attefted the truth 
of it by a folemn oath. The prudence and gra- 
titude of the learned prelate forbade him tp 
fufpeft the veracity of his viftorious rnafter j but 
he plainly intimates, that, in a fad of fuch a ri^- 
ture, he Ihould have refufed his aflent to any 
meaner authority. This motive of credibility 
.could not furyive th^ power of the Flavian far 
milyi and the celeftial fign, which the Infidel^ 
might afterwards deride ^', was difrcgarded by 
the Chriftians of the age which immediately fol- 
lowed the converfion of Conftantine ^\ But the 
Catholic church, both of the Eaft and pf the Weft, 
has adopted a prodigy which favours^ or fcems to 
favour, the popular worfhip of the crofs. The 
vifion of Conftantine maintained ^n. honourable 
place in the legend of fuperftiiion, till the bold 
and fagacious fpirit of criticifm prefgmed to der 
preciate the triumph, and to arraign .the truth, of 
the ^rft Chriftian emperor ^^. 

The 

5> Gelafius Cyzic. in Aft. Concil. Nicen. I. i. c. 4. 
5i The advocates for the vifion are ynable to produce a fingle tefti- 
mony from the Fathers of the fourth and fifth centuries, yvho, in 
their voluminous writings, repeatedly celebrate the triumph of the 
church and of Conftantine. As thefe venerable men had not any 
difiike to a miracle, we may fufpeft (and the fufpicion-is confirmed 
by the ignorance of Jerom) that they were all unacquainted with the 
life of Conftantine by Eufebius. This traft was recovered by the 
diligence of thofe who tranflated or continued his Ecclefialtical Hif- 
I tory, and who have rcprefentcd in various colours the vifion of the 

crofs. 

53 Godefroy was the fiift who, in the year 1643 (Not. ad Phi- 
loftorginm, 1. i. c. 6. p. 16.), expreffed any doubt of a miracle 
wjjich had been fupported with equal zeal by Cardinal Baronius, and 

the 
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The proteftant and philofqphic readers of the C HAP* 
prefect age will incline to believe, that, in the ac- ._-^ -^ 
count of his own converfion, Conftancine attefted "^^r^^^'i: 

veruon oi 

a wilful falfchood bya folemn and deliberate per- Conftan- 

,_,, 1 r 1 t'"^ might 

jury. They i;Tiay not helitate ^to pronounce, that, he fmcefe. 
in the choice pf ^ .religion, hi^ mind w^s detcx- 
.mined only ;by a fenie of intereftj and that (ac- 
cording to the ej^preflipn of a profane poet ^*) he 
iUfcd the altars of the Qhurcji as a convenient foot- 
ftool to the throne of the ^empire. A conclufio;i 
fo harih and fo abfojute is not> however, -war ran t- 
jed by our knowledge pf human nature, ofCon- 
.^antine, prof Chrifti.anity. In an age of religious 
fervour, the moft artful ftatefmen are obferved i;o 
fed fonie par^t of the enthijifiafi^i which they in- 
ipjre ; and the mofl orthodox faints affume the 
dangerpus privilege of defending the .cai^fe of 

the Centuriators of Magdeburgh. Since that time, many of the 
Proteftant critics have inclined towards doubt and difbelief. The 
obje<5lions are urged, with great force, by M. Chauffgpie (Di6lion- 
naire Critique, torn. iv. p. 6 — 11.) 3 ai\d, in the year 1774, a do6ter ' 

of Sorbonne, the Abbe du Voifin, publifhed an Apology, which dc- 
lei-ves the praife of learning and moderation. 
54 Lors ConftantiiT dit ces propres paroles s 

J'ai renverfe le cuite des idoles ; 

Sur les debris de leurs temples fumans 

Au Dieu du Ciel j'ai pi'odigue Tencens, 

Mais tons mes foms pour fa grandeur fupreme ♦ 

N'eurent jamais d'auti'e objet que mo.-mcme 5 

Les laints au,tels n'etoieut a mes regards 

Qu\m marchepie du trone des Ceiars. 

L'ambition, la fureui", les delices 

Etoient mes Dieux, ayoient mes facrificcs. 

L'or des Chretiens, leurs intrigues, ieur fang 

Ont cimente ma fortune et mon rang. 
The poem which contains thefe lines may be read with pleafuce,but 
cannot be nani^d with decency. 

truth 
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^ W^AP, truth by the arms of deceit and falfehood. Per* 
fonal intereft is often the ftandard of our belief, 
as well as of our praftice ; and the fame motives 
of temporal advantage which might influence th*e 
public conduft and profedions of Conftantinc, 
would infcnfibly difpofe his mind to embrace a 
religion fo propitious to his fame and fortunes. 
His vanity was gratified by the flattering afiurance^ 
that be had been chofen by Heaven to reign over 
the earth -, fuccefs had jufl:ified his divine title to 
the throne, and that title was founded on the 
truth of the Chriftian revelation. As real virtue 
is fometimes excited by undeferved applaufe^ the 
fpecious piety pfConftantine, ifatfirft it was only 
Ipecious, might gradually, by the influence of 
praife, of habit, and of example, be matured into 
lerious faith and fervent devotion. The bifliops 
and teachers of the new feft, whofe drefs and man- 
ners had not qualified them for the refidence of a 
court, were admitted to the Imperial table j they 
accompanied the monarch in his expeditions 5 
and the afcendant which one of them, an Egyp- 
tian or a Spaniard ^% acquired ovtr his mind, was 
imputed by the Pagans to the eflxft oi magic ^^^ 
J^aftantius, who has adorned. the precepts of the 

S'y This favourite was probably the great Ofius, b'ifhop ti CofT 
dova, who preferred the paftoral care of the whole church to the go* 
vernment qi a particular dlocefe. His *chara£ler is magnificentlvi 
though eoncifcly, expreffed by Athanafms (tdVn. i. p. 703. )• Scci 
Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 524. — 561. Ofius was ac^ 
cufed, perhaps unjufily, of retihng from court with a veiy ampU 
fortune. 

S^ Sec Eufcbius (in Vit. Conftant. pafiim), and Zofimus, I/ii, 

gofp?i 
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gofptl with i}\c eloquence of Cicero " ; and Eu- C ha p* 
fcbius, who has confccratcd the learning and phi- 
iofophy of the Greeks to the fervice of religion **, 
were both received into the friendfhip and fami- 
liarity of their fovereign : and thofe able mailers 
of controverfy could patiently watch the fofc and 
yielding monients of perfuafion, and dexteroufly 
a^pply the argumen?:s which were the beft adapted 
to bis charader and underftanding. Whatev^. 
advantages might be derived from the acquifition 
of an Imperial profelyte, he was diftinguifhed by 
the fplendour of his purpk, rather than by the 
fuperiority of wifdom or virtue, from the many 
thoufands of his fubjcds who had embraced the 
dodrines of Chriftianity. Nor can it be deemed 
incredible, that the mind of an unlettered foldicr 
fhould have yielded to the weight of evidence, 
which, in a more enlightened age, has fatisfied or 
fubdued the reafon of a Grotius, a Pafcal, or a 
Locke. In the midft of the inceflant labours o£ 
' his great office, this foldier eoiployed, or affeded, 
to employ, the hours of the night in the diligent^ 
fltudy of the Scriptures, and the compofuion of 
theological difcourfes ; which he afterwards pro- 
xiounced in the prefence of a numerous and' 
applauding audience. In a very long difcourfe, 

J7 The Chriftianity of La6lantius was of a moral, rather than of 
a myfierious caft.- " Erat pajne rudis ((ays the orthodox Bull) dif- 
** ciplinsB Chriftianx, et in rhetorlca mjelius quam in theologii 
** verfatus/' Defenfio Fidei Niccnae, fe6l. ii. c. 14. 
. S* Fabncjus^ with his uCual dijigcncc, has collected a lift «f be- 
tween three and four hundred authors quoted in the Evangelical Pre-*. 
paration of Eiifcbius. See Bibliothec^. Qiicc. I, r. c. 4. tom^vi^' 

p- 37-56- ' ^ ' ' " r , , , ' 

; whichj 
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ch'ap. which is ftill extant, the rbyal preacher expatiatei 

vi^--^-^ on the various pfoofs of religion ; but he dwdls 

with peculiar complacencjr on the Sybilline 

The fourth ^erfcs'^ and the fourth eclogue of Virgir''^ 

eclogue or . ^ 

Virgil. Forty years before the birth of Chrift, theMah- 
t^an bard, as if infpired by the celeftial mufe bf 
Ifaiah, had celebrated, with all the pomp of Ori- 
ental metaphor, the return of the Virgin, the fall' 
of the ferpent, the approaching birth of a godlike 
child, the offspring of thcf great Jupiter, who 
fhould expiate the guilt of human kind, artd go- 
vern the peaceful univerfe with the virtues of his 
father; the rife arid appearance of tfn* heavenly^ 
face, a primitive nation throughout the world ;' 
and the gradual reftoration of the irrnocence atid* 
felicity of the golden age. The poet was perhaps 
xjnconfcious of the fecret fenfe and objeft of thde 
fublime prediftions, which have been fo unworthily 
applied to the infant fon of a conful, or a trium- 
vir •' : but if a morefplendid, and indeed fpecious, 
interpretation of the fourth eclogue contributed to* 
the converfion of the firft Chriftian emperor, Vir- 

59 See Conftantin. Drat, ad Sanflos, c. i^, 20. He chiefty de- 
pends on a myfterious acroftic, compofed in the fixth age after the 
Deluge by the Erythraean Sybil, and tranftated by Cicero into Latin. 
The initial letters of the thirty-four Greek verfes form this prophetic^ 
fentence : Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour of The 
World. 

6«> In his paraphraife of Virgil, the emperor has frequently aflifted" 
and improved the literal fenfe of the Latin text. See Blondel dcs 
Sybilles, 1. i. c. 14, 15, 16. 

^' The different claims of an elder and younger fon of Pollio, of 
^ulia, of Drufus, of Marcelhis, are found to be incompatible with 
chroAblo^y, hiftory*, and the good fenfe of Virgil » 

7 s»i 
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gil may deferveto be ranked attiortg the mod fuc- c h ap^ 
cefsful miffionaries of the gofpel ^\ ^ _ J^ 

The awful myfteries o^ the Chriftian faith and Devotion 
worfhip were concealed fronti the eyes of ftrangers, leges of 
and even of catechurtieris, with an afFeded fe- 
crecy, which ferved to ekcite their vC^ondcr and 
curiofity ^'. But the fevere rules of difcipline 
which the prudence of the biftiops had inflrituted, 
were relaxed by the fam^ prudence in favour of an 
Imperial profelyte, whom it was fo important to 
allure, by every gentle condefcenfion, into the 
pale of'rhe church; and Conftantirie was per- 
mitted, at lead by a tacit difpehfation, to' enjoy 
niojl of the privileges, before he had contrafted 
ahy of the obligations, of a Chriftian. Inftead of 
retiring fr6m the congregation, when the voice 
of the deacon difmifled the profane multitude, he 
prayed with the faithful, difputed with the bifhops, 
preached on the moff lublime and intricate fub- 
jefts of theology, celebrated with facred rites the 
vigil of Eafter, and publicly declared himfelf, 
not only a partaker, but, in fome meafure, a prieft 

^* See Lowth de Sacra Poefi Hebraebrum Praeleft. xxi. p. 2S9— 
-24^3. In the examination of the fourth eclogue, the refpeftable 
bifhop of London has difplayed learning, tafte, ingenuity, and a 
temperate enthufiafm, which exalts his fancy without degrading his 
judgment. 

^5 The diftin6lion between the public and the fecret parts of di- 
vine fervice, the n;ija catechuihenorutn\ and the miffa fdeliuniy and the 
myftcrious'veft which piety or policy had caft over the latter, are veiy 
judicioufly explained by Thiers, Expofition dii Saint Sacrement, 1. i. 
c. 8 — 12. p. 59—91 : but as, on thisfubjefl, the Papifts may rea- 
fonably be fufpefted, a Proteftant reader will depend with more con- 
fidence on the leained Bingham.- Antiquit'fesj 1. x. c. 5. 

and 
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CHAP, and hierophant of the Ghriftian myftcrics *^\ The 
> ^' pride of Conftantine might affume, and his fer- ' 
vices hiaddcferved, feme extraordinary diftinftion: 
an ill-timed rigour might have blafted the un- 
ripencd fruits of his converfion ; and if the doors 
of the church had been ftricl:ly clofed againft a 
prince who had deferred the altars of the gods, 
the mafter of the empire would have been left 
deftitute of any form of religious worftiip. In his 
laft vifit to Rome, he pioufly difclaimed and in- 
fulted the fuperftition of his anceftors, by rcfufing 
to lead the military proccfTion of the equeftrian 
6rder, and to offer the public vows to the Jupiter 
of the Capitoline Hill ^\ Many years before his 
baptifm and death, Conftantine had proclaimed 
' , to the world, that neither his perfon nor his 
image Ihould ever more be ken within the walls 
of an idolatrous temple; while he diftributed 
through the provinces a variety of medals and 
plftures, which reprefented the emperor in an 
humble and fuppliant pofture of Chriftian devo* 



tion*^^ 



Delay of The pride of Conftantinc, wTio refufed the pri- 

tiUtbrap^ vileges of a catechumen, cannot eafily be ex- 

F^'jhof plained or excufed ; but the delay of his baptifm 

may be juftified by the maxims and the practice 

of ecclefiaftical antiquity. The facrament of bap- 



64 SeeEufeblus in Vlt. Conft. 1. iv, c. 15—32, and the whole . 
tenor of Conftantine's Sermon. The faith and devotion of the em- 
peror has furniftied Baronius with a fpecious ai'gumcut in favour of 
his early baptifm. 

65 Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 105. 

*6 Eufebius in Vit, Conftant. 1, iy, c, 15, x5. 
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tifm *^ was regularly adminiftered by the bilhop ^^x^^* 
himfelf, with his afliftant elergy, in the cathedral 
church of the diocefe, during the fifty days 
between the folemn feftirals of Eafter arid Pen* 
tecofl: i and this holy term admitted a numerous 
band of Infants and adult perfons into the bofom 
of the church. The difcretion of parents often 
fufpended the baptifm of their children till they 
could tinder ft and the obligations which they con- 
trafted : the feverity of ancient bifbops exafted 
from the new CQpvet-ts a noviciate of two or three 
years i and the catechumens thcmfelves, fronii 
different motives of a temporal or a fpiritual na* 
ture, were fcldom impatient to affume the cha- 
rafter of perfeft and initiated Chriftiansi The 
facranaent of baptifm was fuppofed to contain a 
full and abfolute expiation of fin ; afid the foul 
ivas inftantly reftored to its original purity^ and 
entitled to the promife of eternal falvation. Among 
the profelytes of Chriftianity, there were many 
who judged it imprudent to precipitate a falutary 
rite, which could not be repeated ) to throw away 
an ineftimable privilege, which could never be 
recovered. By the delay of their baptifm, they 
could venture freely to indulge their paflions in 

?7 The theory and pra6^ice of antiquity with regard to the facra- 
mcnt of baptifm, have been copioufly explained by Dom/Chardon, 
Hift* dcs SaCremens, tout. i. p; 3—405 ; Dom. Martenne, de Riti- 
bus Ecclefiae Antiquis, torn. i. ; and by Bingham, in the tenth and 
eleventh books of his Chriftian Antiquities. One circumftance may 
be obferved, in which the modern churches have materially departed 
from the ancient cuftom. The facrainent of baptifm (even when it 
was adminiftered to infants) was immediately followed by conlirni* 
UtioD and the holy cotomunion. 

Vol, III. T the 
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P \^^' the enjoyment of this world, while they ftill re- 
tained in their own hands the means of a fure and 
cafy abfolutipn**. The fublime theory of the 
gofpel had made a much fainter impreffion on the 
heart than on the underftanding of Conftantme 
himfelf. He purfued the great objeft of hrs am- 
bition through the dark and bloody paths of war 
and policy ; and, after the viftory, he abandoned 
himfelf, without moderation, to the abufe of his^^ 
fortune. Inftead of aflerting his juft fuperiority^ 
above the imperfeft heroifm and prophane phi- 
lofophy of Trajan and the Antonines, the mature 
age of Conftantine forfeited the reputation which 
he had acquired in his youth. As he gradually 
advanced in the knowledge of truth, he propor- 
tionably declined in the praftice of virtue ; and the 
fame year of his reign in which he convened the 
council of Nice, was polluted by the' execution, or 
rather murder, of his eldeft fon. This, date is 
alone fufEcient to refute, the ignorant and mali- 

^* The fathers, who cpnfured this criminal deky, could not deny 
the certain and viftorious efficacy, even of a death -bed baptifm. The 
ingenious rhetoric of Chryfollom could find only three arguments 
againft thcfe pmdent Chriftians. i. That we fliould love and purfue 
virtue for her own fake, and not merely for the reward. *. That 
we may be furprifed by death without an opportunity of baptifm. 
3. That although we (hall be placed in heaven, we fhall only 
twinkle like little ftars, when compaied to the funs of righteoufnefs 
, who have run their appointed courfe with labour, with fuccefs, and 
with i^lory. Chryfoftom in Epift. ad Hebraeos, Homil. xiii. apud 
Chardon, Hift. des Sacremens, tom. i. p. 49. I believe that this 
delay of baptifm, though attended with the moft pernicious confe- 
quences, was never condemned by any general or provincial council 
or by any public aft or declaration of the church. The zeal of the 
bifliops was eafily kindled on much (lighter occa{iong« 

7 cious 
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C10U3 fuggeftionsof Zofimus% who affirms, that, ^^^ ^* 
afrcr the death of Crifpus, the remorfe of his fa- 
ther accepted from the minifters of Chriftianity 
the expiation which he had vainly folicited from 
the Pagan pontiffs. At the time of the death of 
Crifpus, the emperor could no longer hefitate in 
the choice of a religion j he could no longer be 
ignorant that the church was polTefTed of an in- 
fallible remedy, though he chofe to defer the ap- 
plication of it, till the approach of death had 
removed the temptation and danger of a relapfe. 
The bifhops, whom he fummoned, in his lad 
illnefs, to the palace of Nicomedia, were edifjed 
by the fervour with which he requefted and re- 
ceived the facrament of baptifm, by the folemn 
proteftation that the remainder of his life fhould 
be worthy of a difciple of Chrifl:, and by his hum- 
ble refufal to wear the Imperial purple after he 
had been clothed in the white garment of a Neo- 
phyte. The example and reputation of Conftan* 
tine feemed to countenance the delay of bap- 
tifm ^'^. Future tyrants were encouraged to be- 
lieve, that the innocent blood which they might 
fhed in a long reign would inftantly be wafhed 
away in the waters of regeneration ; and the abufe 
of religion dangeroufly undermined the founda- 
tions of moral virtue. 

^ ^9 Zofimus, 1. 11. p. 104. For this difmgenuous falfehood he has 
deferved and experienced the harflieft treatment from all the ecclc- 
fiaftical writers, except Cardinal Barbnius (A. D. 324, N® 15—28), 
who had occafion to employ the Infidel on a particular fervige againft 
the A^ian Eufebius. 

70 Eufebius, 1. iv. c. 61, 6«, 63. The bifliop of Caefarea fup- 
pofes the falvation of Conilantine with the moft perfe^ confidence. 

T 2 The 
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_c H A P. The gratitude of the church has exalted the 
%_,,^^ virtues and excufed the failings of a generous 
^on^or* P^ti'on, who feated Chriftianity on the throne of 
Chriftian- thc Romau world J and the Greeks, who "cele- 
*^' bratc the feftival of the Imperial faint, feldom 

mention the name of Conftantine without adding 
the title of equal to the Apojiles ^\ Such a com- 
parifon, if it alludes to the charafter of thofe di- 
vine miffionaries, muft be imputed to the extra* 
vagance of impious flattery. But if the parallel 
is confined to the extent and number of their 
evangelic viftories, the fuccefs of Conftantine 
might perhaps equal that of thc Aperies them- 
felves. By the edifts of toleration, he removed 
the temporal difadvantages which had hitherto 
retarded the progrefs of Chriftianity; and its 
aftive and numerous minifters received a free per- 
miflion, a liberal encouragement, to recommend 
the falutary truths of revelation by every argu- 
ment which could afFeft the reafon or piety of 
mankind. The exaft balance of the two religions 
continued but a moment ; and the piercing 
eye of ambition and avarice foon difcovercd, 
that the profeffion of Chriftianity might contri- 
bute to the intereft of the prefent, as well as of a 
future, life '*. The hopes of wealth and honours, 
the example of an emperor, his exhortations, his 

7> See Tillemont, Uift. des EmpereurS) torn. iv. p. 4x9. The 
Creeks, the Ruflians, and, in the darker ages, the Latins them* 
felves, have been^deiirous of placing Conftantine in the catalogue of 
faints. 

7« See the third and fourth books of his life. He was accBftomed 
to fay, that whether Chrift was preached in pretence or in trudi, -he 
ihould ftiU rejoice (!• iii* €• ^S^* 

irrefiftiblc 
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irrcfiftiblc fmilcs, difFufcd conviftion among the ^5^^^* 
venal and obfequious crowds which ufually fill 
the apartmeats of a palace. The cities which 
fignalized a forward zeal, by the voluntary de- 
ftruftion of their temples, were diftinguilhcd by 
municipal privileges, and rewarded with popular 
donatives s and the new capital of the Eaft gloried 
in the fingular advantage, that Conftantinopk 
was never profaned by the worfhip of idols ^^ 
As the lower ranks of focicty arc governed by 
imitation, the converfion of thofe who poflcffed 
any eminence of birth, of power, or of riches, was 
foon followed by dependent multitudes '*. The 
falvation of the common people was purchafed at 
an eafy rate, if it be true, that, in one year, 
twelve thoufand men were baptized at Rome, be- 
fides a proportionable number of women and 
children ; and that a white gafment, with twenty 
pieces of gold, had been promifed by the em- 

7J M. de Tillemont (Hift, de« Empereurty toiii. iv. p, 374^ 
(16.) has defended, with ftrength and fpirity the virgin purity of 
Conftantinople againft fome malerolent iniinuations of the Pagan 
Zoiimus. 

74 The author of the Hiftoire Politique ct Philofophique de« deux 
Indes, (torn, i, p. 9.) condemns a law of Conftantine, which gave 
freedom to all the flaves who fliould embrace Chriftianity. The em^ 
peror did indeed publiih a law, which reftrained the Jews fr<mi cir- 
cumcifiag, perhaps from keeping, any Chriftian (laves (See Eufeb. 
in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv. c, 27. and Cod, Theod. 1. xvi. tit. ik. with 
Godefroy's Commentary, torn. vi. p. *47»)« ^"* *^* imperfeft 
exception related only to the Jews \ and the great body of ilaves» 
who were the property of Chriftian or Pagan mafters, could not im- 
prove their temporal condition by changing their religion. I am ig- 
norant by what guides the Abbe Raynal was deceived ; as the total 
abfence of quotations is the unpardonable blemiih of his entertaining 
hiftpry. 

T 3 peror 
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CHAP, peror to every convert ^^ The powerful influence 
of Conftantine was not circumfcribed by the nari- 
row limits of his life, or of his dominions. The 
education which he beftowcd on his fons and 
nephews, fecured to the empire a race of princeS| 
whofe faith was ftill more lively and fincere, as 
they imbibed, in their earlieft infancy, the fpirit, 
or at leaft the doftrine, of Chriftianity. War and 
commerce had fpread the knowledge of the gofpel 
beyond the confines of the Roman provinces; 
and the Barbarians, who had difdained an humble 
and profcribed feft, foon learned to efteem a 
religion which had been fo lately embraced by 
the greateft monarch and the moft civilized na- 
tion of the globe ^^. Th^ Goths and Germans, 
who enlifted under the ftandard of Rome, re- 
vered the crofs which glittered at the head of the 
legions, and their fierce countrymen received at 
the fame time the leflTons of faith and of humanity^ 
The kings of Iberia and Armenia worQiipped the 

75 See Aaa S'. Silveftri, and Hift. Ecclef. Nicephor. Callift. 
1. vii. c. 34. ap. Baronium Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 324, N°. 67. 
74. Such evidence is contemptible enough ; but thefe circumftances 
are in themlelves ib probable, that the learned Dr. Howell (Hiftory 
of the World, vol. iii. p. 14.) has not fcnipled to adopt then*. 

76 The converfion of the Baibaiians under the reign of Conftan- 
tine is celebrated by the ecclefialtical hiftorians (fee Sozomen, 1. ii. 
c. 6. and Theodoret, 1. i. c. 23, 24.). But Rufinus, the Latin 
tranilator of Eufebius, defeiTes to be confidered as an original autho- 
rity. His information >yas curioufly colle6led from one of the com* 
panions of the apoftle of Ethiopia, and from Bacurius, an Iberian 
prince, who was count of the domeftics. Father Mamachi has 
given an ample compilation on the progrefs of Chriftianity, in the firft 
sjnd fccond volumes of his great but imperfeft work. 

God 
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God of their proteftor ; and their fubjcfts, who chap. 
have invariably preferved the nanae of Chriftians, 
foon formed a facred and perpetual connexion 
with their Roman brethren. The Chriftians of 
Perfia were fufpeded, in time of war, of prefer- 
ring their religion to their country j but as long 
as peace fubfifted between the two empires, the 
perfccuting fpirit of the Magi was efFeftually re- 
ftrained by the interpofition of Conftantine "• 
The rays of the gofpel illuminated thecoaft of In- 
dia. The colonies of Jews, who had penetrated 
into Arabia and JEthiopia^% oppofed the progrefs 
of Chriftianity 5 but the labour of the.miffionaries 
was in fome meafure facilitated by a previous 
knowledge of the Mofaic revelation 5 and Abyf- 
finia ftill reveres the memory of Frumentius, who, 
in the time of Conftantine, devoted his life to the 
converfion of thofe fequeftered regions. Under 
the reign of his fon Conftantius, Theophilus '% 
who was himfclf of Indian extradlion, was in- 
vcftcd with the double chara(^er of ambaffador 

77 See in Eufebius (In Vit. Conftant. 1. iv. c. 9.) the preiTing and ^ 
pathetic epiftle of Conftantine in favour of his Chriftian brethren of 
Perfia. 

78 See Bafnage, Hifl. cjes Julfs, torn. vii. p. 182. torn. viii. p. 333. 
torn. ix. p. 810. The curious diligence of this writer purlues the 
Jcwifh exiles to the extremities of the globe. 

79 Theophilus had been given in his infancy as a hoftage by his 
cpuntiymen of the Ifle of Diva, and was educated by the Romans in 
learning and piety. The Maldives, of which Male, or Diva, may 
be the capital, are a clufter of 1900 or 12,000 minute iflands in the 
Indian Oceao, The ancients were imperfe6Uy acquainted with the 
Maldives ; but they are defcribed in the two Mahometan travellers 
of the ninth centurj', publiftied by Rcnaudot. Geogi-ajih. Nubienfis, 
p. 30, 31. D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 704, Hift* 
Qenerale des Voyages, torn. viii. 

T 4 and 
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CHAP, and bifliop. He embarked on the Red Sea with 
V. ^ ' / two hundred horfes of the purcft breed of Cappa* 
docia, which were fent by the emperor to th^ 
prince of the Sabaeans, or Homerites. Theo- 
philus was entrufted with many other ufeful or cu- 
rious prefents, which might raife the admiration, 
and conciliate the friendfliip, of the Barbarians 5 
gnd he fuccefsfully employed feveral years in 
a paftoral vifit to the churches of the torrid 
zone "''. 
Change of The irrefiftiblc power of the Roman enrperorft 

the nation- i-r i i • i • i i 

ahpiigion. was difplaved in the important and dangerous 
change of the national religion. The terrors of a 
military force filenced the faint and unfupported 
murmurs of the Pagans, and there was reafon to 
expeft, that the cheerful fubmiffion of theChriftian 
clergy, as well as people, would be the refult of 
confcience and gratitude. It was Jong fince 
cftabliflied, ks a fundamental maxim of the Ro- 
man conftitution, that every rank of' citizens 
were alike fubjeft to the laws, and that the care 
of religion was the right as well as duty of the 
civil magiftr^te. Conftantine and his fucceflbr^ 
pould not eafily perfua^e themfelves that they had 
forfeited, by their converfion, any branch of the 
Imperial prerogatives, or that they w^re incapable 
of giving laws to a religion which they had pro-p 
tefted and embraced. The emperors ftill con- 
tinued to exercife a fupreme jurifdiftion over the 

511—438. -ecclefiaftical order j and thefixteenth book of the 

^^ Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. 4, 5, 6, with Godefroy*8 learned ob{erv- 
ations. The hiftorical narrative is Toon loft ^n an enquiryconcernina 
fhe feat of paradife^ ftrange monflers^ ^c. 

Theodofiaf^ 
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Thcodofian code rcprcfcnts, under a variety of Chap* 
titles, the authority which they affumed in the .^^^'^ 
government of the Catholic church. 

But thediftinftionof the fpiritual and temporal l>Jftin6Hon 
powers *% which had never been impofed on the free ritual and 
fpirit of Greece and Rome,was introduced and con- ^""p^^ 

^ powers* 

firmed by the legal eftabliftiment of Chriftianiiy. 
The office of fupreme pontiff, which, from the 
time of Numa to that of Auguftus^ had always 
been exercifcd by one of the moft eminent of the ^^ 
Senators, was at length united to the Imperial 
dignity. The firft magiftrate of the ftate^ as oftea 
as he was prompted by fuperftition or policy> 
performed with his own hands the facerdotal func- 
tions '* J nor was there any order of priefts, either 
at Rome or in the provinces, who claimed a more 
facrcd character among men, or a more intimate 
communication with the Gods. But in the 
Chriftian church, which entrufts the ferviceof the 
altar to a perpetual fucceffion of confecrated mi- 
niflers, the monarch, whofe fpiritual rank is lefs 
honourable than that of the meanefl: deacon, was 
feated below the rails of the fanftuary, and con- 
founded with the reft of the faithful multitude '^ 

The 

*i See the epiftle of Cfius, ap. Athanaiium, vol. i. p. 840. 
The public remonftrance which Ofius was forced to addrefs to 
the fon, contained the fame principles of ecclefiaftical and civil 
government which he had fecretly infilled into the mind of the 
father. 

^^ M. de la Baftie (Memoires de PAcademie des Infcriptions, 
fom. XV. p. 38 — 61) has evidently proved, that Auguftus and his 
fucceflbrs exercifed in perfon all the facred funffions of pontifex 
inaximus, or high-prieft of the Roman empire. 

*J, Something of a contrary praftice had infcnfibly prevailed in the 
(l^^fcl) of Confj^tinoplf j but the rigid Ambrofe commanded' Theo- 

doiius 
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^ ^x ^' '^^^ emperor might be faluted as the father of his 
people, but he owed a filial duty and reverence 
to the fathers of the church 5 and the fame marks 
of refpeft, which Conftantine had paid to the per- 
fohs of faints and confeflbrs, were foon exafted by 
the pride of the epifcopal order ®*. A fccret con- 
flift between the civil and ecclefiaftical jurifdic- 
tions, embarrafled the operations of the Roman 
government; and a pious emperor was alarmed 
by the guilt and danger of touching^with a pro- 
fane hand the ark of the cov^enant. The feparation 
of men into the two orders of the clergy and of the 
laity was, indeed, familiar to many nations of an- 
tiquity ; and the priefts of India, of Perfia, of Af- 
fyria, of Judea, of -Slthiopia, of Egypt, and of Gaul, 
derived from a celeftial origin the temporal power 
and poflcffions which they had acquired. Thefc 
venerable inftitutions had gradually aflimilated 
themfelves to the manners and government of 
their rcfpedive countries ^^ i but the oppofition or 

dofms tp retire below thr rails, and taught him to know the difter^ 
ence between a king and a prieft. See Theodoret, 1. y* (:. 18. 

24r At the table of the emperor M^ximus, Martin, bifhop of 
Tours, received the cup from an attendant, and gave it to the prefby- 
tpr his companion, before he allowed the emperor to drink ; the 
emprefs waited on Martin at table. Sulpicius Severus, in Vit. S", 
Martin, c. 23. and Dialogue ii. 7. Yet it may be doubted, whether 
thefe extraordinaiy compliments were paid to thebifhop or the faint, 
The honours ufually granted to the foiTner chara^er may be feen in 
Bingham's Antiquities. 1. ii. c 5. and Valef. ad ^ Theodoret, 1. iv. 
c. 6. See the haughty ceremonial which Leontius, bifhop of Tri- 
poli, impofed on the emprefs. Tillcmont, Hift. d^ Empereurs, 
torn. iv. p. 754. Patres Apoftol. torn. ii. p. 179. 

^i Plptarch, in his treatife of Ifis and Ofnis, informs us, that the 
Jcin^ of Egypt, who were not already priefts, were initiated, after 
their elci^ion, into the facerdptal order. 

contempt 
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contempt of the civil power ferved to cement the ^ ^ A ?• 
difcipline of the primitive church. The.Chrifti- y J ,^ 
ans had been obliged to eleft their own magiftrates, 
to raife and diftribute a peculiar revenue, and to 
regulate the internal policy of their republic by a 
code of laws, which were ratified by the confent 
of the people, and the praftice of three hundred 
years. When Conftantine embraced the faith of 
the Chriftians, he feemed to contraft a perpetual 
alliance with a diftinft and independent fociety ; 
and the privileges granted or confirmed by that 
emperor, or by his fucceflbrs, were accepted, not 
>s the precarious favours of the court, but as the 
juft and inalienable rights of the ccclefiallical 
order. 

The Catholic church was adminiftered by the Stateof the 
fpiritual and legal jurifdiftion of eighteen hundred underlhe 
bifhops '** ; of whom one thoufand were feated in ^^^^^^'^ 

* ^ eraperon* 

the Greek, and eight hundred in the Latin, pro- 
vinces of the empire. The extent and boundaries 
of their refpedive diocefes, had been varioufly and 
accidentally decided by the zeal and fuccefs of the 
firfi miflionaries, by the wiflies of the people, and '^ 

by the propagation of the gofpel. Epifcopal 
churches were clofely planted along the banks of 
the Nile, on the fea-coaft of Africa, in the pro- 

*^ The numbers are not afcertaincd by any ancient writer, or 
original catalogue; for the partial lifts of the eaftem churches are 
comparatively modern. The patient diligence of Charles a S*o. 
Paolo, of Luke Holftenius, and of Bingham, has labi rioufly invefti- 
gated all the epifcopal fees of the Catholic church, which was almoft 
commenfurate with the Roman empire. The ninth book of the 
Chriftian Atitiquities is a veiy accurate map of ccclefiaftical geo- 
graphy. , • 

confular 
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^ xx^ ^* confiilar Afia; and through the fbathern province f 
1^ / _f /^f Tfaly The biflK>ps of Gaul and Spain^ of 
Thrace and Pontus^ reigned over an ample ter* 
rhory, and delegated their rural fuffragans to exe*^ 
cute the fubordinate duties of the paftoral office •^ 
A Chriftian diocefe might be fpread over a pro- 
vince, or reduced to a village j but all the bilhops 
poflefled an equal and indelible character : they 
all derived the feme powers and privileges from 
the apoftles, from the people, and from the laws. 
While the dvil and military profcflions were fe- 
parated by the policy of Conftantine, a new and 
perpetual order of eccleftaftical minifters, always 
refpedable, fometimes dangerous, was eftablilhecj 
in the church and ftate. The important review 
of their ftation and attributes may be diftributcd 
©nder the following heads : I. Popular eleftion. 
II. Ordination of the clergy. IIL Property. 
IV. Civil jurifdiftion. V. Spiritual cenfures. 
VL Excrcife of public oratory. VIL Privilege 
cf Icgiflative affemblies. 
I.Eleaion J. The freedom of eleftionsfubfifted long after 
•f biihops. ^^ j^g^j eft^biijijj^^^nt of Chriftianity "i and the 

87 On the fubjeft of the rural bifliops, or Cborepifcopi, who voted iti 
fynods, and conferred the minor orders, fee Thomaflin, Difcipline 
de l*£glife, torn, i, p. 447, &c. and Chardon, Hift. des Sacremens, 
torn. V. p. 395, &c. They do not appear till tl^ fourth century | 
»nd this equivocal chara6ler, ^vhich had excited the jealoufy -of the 
prelates, was aboliihed before the end of the tenth^ both in the EaQ; 
?nd the Weft. 

88 Thomaflin (Difcipline de TEglife, torn, ii, I. ii. c. 1 — 8, 
p. 673 — jzif) has copioufly treated of the eleftion of bilhops during 
the five firft centuries, both in the Eaft and in the Weft j but he (hews 
a very partial bias in favour of the epifcopal ariftocracy. Bingham 

- (1. iv. c.«.) is moderate j and Chardon (Hift. des Sacremens, tom.v, 
J). X08— 128) is very clear and concife, 

fubjefts 
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fubje<is of Rome enjoyed in the church the pri* C H A p. 
vilege which they had loft in the republic, of t 

chufing the nnagiftrates whom they were bound 
to obey. As Toon as a bi(hop had clofed his tyts^ 
the metropolitan iifued x commifllon to one of 
his fuffragans to adminifter the vacant fee> and 
prepare, within a limited time, the future elec- 
tion. The right of voting was vefted in the in* 
ferior clergy, who were beft qualified to judge of 
the merit of the candidates ; in the fenators or 
nobles of the city, all thofe who were diftinguiflied 
by their rank or property; and finally in the 
whole body of the people, who, on the appointed 
day, flocked in multitudes from the moft remote 
parts of the diocefe ^, and fometimes filenced, by 
their tumultuous acclamations, the voice of rcafon, 
and the laws of difcipline. Thefe acclamation's 
might accidentally fix on the head of the moft 
deferving competitor ; of fome ancient preft)ytcr, 
fomc holy monk, or fome layman, confpicuous * 
for his zeal and piety. Bqt the epifcopal chair 
was folicited, efpecially in the great and opulent 
cities of the empire, as a temporal, rather than 
as a fpiritual dignity. Th^ interefted views, the 
ielfifh and angry paffions, the arts of perfidy and 
diffimulation, the fecrct corruption, the open and 
even bloody violence which had formerly dif- 
graced the freedom of eleftion in the common- 

^9 Incredibilis multitudo, non folum ex eo oppiJo {^oun), fed 
etiam ex vicinis urbibus ad fuffragia ferenda convenerat, &c. Sulpi- 
ciu9 Severus, in Vit. Martin, c^ 7. The council of Laodicea (canon 
xiii.) prohibits mobs and tumults ; and Juftinian confines the right 
#f eledioQ to the nobility. Novell, cxxlii. x. 

^ wealths 
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CHAP, wealths of Greece and Rome, too often influenced 

XX. 

the choice pf the fucceflTors of the apoftles. Whik 
one of the candidates boafted the honours of his 
family, a fecond allbred his judges by the deli- 
cacies of a plentiful table, and a third, more 
guilty than his rivals, offered to (bare the plunder 
of the church among the accomplices of his facri- 
legious hopes ^°. The civil as well as ecclefiaftical 
laws attempted to exclude the populace from this 
folemn ahd important tranfaftion. The canons 
of ancient difcipline, by requiring feveral epif- 
copal qualifications of age, ftation, &c. reftrained 
in fome meafure the indifcriminate caprice of the 
cleftors. The authority oYthe provincial bi(hops, 
who were aflembled in the vacant church to con- 
fecrate the choice of the people, was interpofed to 
moderate their paflions, and to correft their mif- 
takcs. The bifhops could refufe to ordain an 
unworthy candidate, and the rage of contending 
faftions fometimes accepted their impartial medi- 
ation. The fubmiffion, or the refiftance of the 
clergy and people, on various occafions, afforded 
different precedents, which were infenfibly con- 
verted into pofuive laws, and provincial cuftoms^': 
but it was every where admitted, as a fundamental 
mapcim of religious policy, that no bifhop could 
be inripofed on an orthodox church, without the 
confcnt of its members. The emperors^ as the 

90 The epiftles of Sidonius Apollinaris (iv. 25. vii. 5. 9.) exhibit 
fome of the fcandals of the Gallican church ; and Gaul was lefs 
poliflied and lefs corrupt than the Eaft. 

91 A compromife was fometimes introduced by law or by confent j 
either the bifhops or the people chofe one of tlie tluee candidates who 
bad been named by the other party, 

guardians 
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guardians of the public peace, and as the firft chap. 
citizens of Rontie and Conftantinople, might ef- 
fedually declare their wifhes in the choice of a 
primate: but thofe abfolute monarchs rcfpeAed 
the freedom of ecclefiaftical eleftions ; and while 
they diftributed and refumed the honours of the 
(late and army, they allowed eighteen hundred 
perpetual magiftrates to receive their important 
offices from the free fufFrages of the people ^*. 
It was agreeable to the diftates of juftice, that 
thefe magiftrates fhould not defert an honourable 
ftation from which they could not be removed ; 
but the wifdom of councils endeavoured, without 
much fuccefs, to enforce the rcfidehce, and to 
prevent the tranflation of bifhops. The difcipline 
of the Weft was indeed lefs relaxed than that of 
the Eaft ; but the fame paflions which made thofe 
regulations neceffary, rendered them inefFeftual. 
The reproaches which apgry prelates have fo 
vehemently urged againft each other, ferve only 
to expofe their common guilt, and their mutual 
indifcretion. 

II. The bifliops alone poffefled the faculty of li. Ordi- 
fpiritual generation j and this extraordinary pri- ^g^cler^ 
vilcgc might compenfate, in fome degree, for the 
painful celibacy ^^ which was impofed as a virtue, 

as 

9» All the examples quoted by Thomaflfln (Difcipline de TEglife, 
torn. ii. 1. ii. c. 6. p. 704 — 714.) appear to be exti-aordinaiy a6ls of 
power, and even of oppreiTion. The confirmation of the bifhop of 
Alexandria is mentioned by Philoftorgius as a more regular proceed- 
ing («ift. Ecclef. 1. ii. II.). 

9? The celibacy of the clergy during the firft fire or fix centuries^ 
is a fubjeft of difcipline, and indeed of controvei fy, which has been 
very diligently examined. Sec in partit:ukr Thomaflln, DifcipHne 

de 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



a88 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c HA P. as a duty, and at length as a pdfitivc obligatiod* 
The religions of antiquity, which cftablifhcd a 
ieparate order of priefts, dedicated a holy race, a 
tribe or family to the perpetual fervice of the 
Gods ^. Such inftitutions were founded forpof-* 
ieffion, rather than conquefl:. The children of 
the priefts enjoyed, with proud and indolent 
fecurity, their facred inheritance s and the fiery 
ipirit of enthufiafm was abated by the (:ares, the 
pleafures, and the endearments of domeflic life# 
But the Chriftian fanduary was open to every am- 
bitious candidate, who afpired to its heavenly 
promifcs, or temporal poflcflions. The office of 
priefts, like that of foldiers or magiftrates, was 
ftrenuoufly exercifed by thofe men, whofe temper 
and abilities had prompted them to embrace the 
ccclefiaftical proftffion, or who had been felefted 
by a difcerning bifhop, as the bed qualified to 
promote the glory and interefl of the church- 
The -bifhops *' (till the abufe was reftrained by 

the 

cle TEglife, torn. i. 1. li. c. Ix. Ixi. p. 886—902. and Bingham*s An- 
tiquities, 1. iv. c. 5. By each of thefe learned but paitial critics, one 
half of the truth is produced, and the other is concealed. 

94 Diodorus Siculus attefts and approves the hereditary^ fucceflicil 
of the priefthood among the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, and 
the Indians (1. i. p. 84. 1. ii. p. 142. 153. edit, WefTeling). The 
magi are defcribed by Amniianus as a very numerous family • 
** Per faecula multa ad praefens una eademque profapia multitudor 
** creata, Deorum cultibus dedicata (xxiii. 6.)." Aufonius cele- 
brates the Stirps Druidarum (De Profeflbrib. ^urdigal. iv.) j but we 
may infer from the remark of Caefar (vi. 13.), that, in the Ccltie 
hierarchy, fome room was left for choice and emulation. 

95 The fubjeft of the vocation, ordination, obedience, &c. of the 
clei*gy, is laborioufly difcuffed by Thomaflin (Difcipline de TEglife^ 
torn. ii. p. 1—83.} and Bingham (in the 4th book of his Antiqoi- 
ties> more efpecially the 4th, 6th> and 7tb chapters). When the 

brother 
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the prudence of the laws) might conftrain the CHAP, 
rcludant, and protcft the diftrefled 5 and the im- 
pofition of hands for ever beftowed fome of the 
mod valuable privileges of civil fociety* The 
whole body of the Catholic clergy^ more nunxe-* 
rous perhaps than the legions, was exempted by 
the emperors from all fervice, private or public!^ 
all municipal offices, and all perfonal taxes and 
contributions,whichprefledon theirfellow-citizeni 
with intolerable weight; and the duties of'theif 
holy profeffion were accepted as a full difcharge 
of their obligations to the republic ^^ Each 
bifliop acquired an abfolute and indefeafible right 
to the perpetual obedience of the clerk whonti he 
ordained : the clergy of each epifcopal churchy 
with its dependent parifties, formed a regular and 
permanent fociety ; and the cathedrals of Con^ 
ftantinople ^' and Carthage ^* maintained their pe* 

cuiiar 

biother of St. Jerom was ordained in Cyprus, the deacons forcibly 
ilopped his mouth, left he fliould make a folemn proteftation, whi^h 
might invalidate the holy rites, 

96 The charter of immunities, which the clergy obtained from the 
Chriftian emperors, is contained in the i6th book of the Theodoiian 
code ; and is illuftrated with tolerable candour by the learned Gode* 
froy, whofe mind was balanced by the oppofite prejudices of a civiliaa 
and a proteftant. 

97 Juftinian, Novell, clii. Sixty pi-efbyters, or priefts, one hun* 
dred deacons, forty deaconefles, ninety fub-deacons, one hundred 
and ten readers, twenty-five chanters, and one hundred door-keepers $ 
in all, five hundred and twenty-five. This moderate number was 
fixed by the emperor, to relieve the diftrefs of the church, which had 
been involved in debt and ufury by the expence of a much higher 
cftablifhment. 

9* Univerfus clerus ecclefia Carthaginienfis . . . fere quingenti vd 
amplius 5 inter quos quamplurimi ei*ant leftores infantuli. Viftcrr 
Vitenfis, de Perfccut, Vandal, v. 9. p. 78. edit. Ruuiart. This 

Vol. III. U xcmnant 
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collar €fbbliflimfCnt of five hundred ccckfiafticaj 
miniftcrs. Their ranks ^' and numbers were in- 
fenfibly moltiplied by the fupcrftitian of the times, 
which introduced into the church the fplendid 
oerernqnies of a Jewifli or Pagan temple j and a 
iQrtg train of pri^fts, deacons, fub-deacons, aco- 
lythes, cxorcifts, readers, fingers, and door- 
keepers, contributed, in their refpeftive ftations, 
to fvi^U the pomp and harmony of religious 
worftiip. The clerical name and privilege were 
extended to many pious fraternities, who devoutly 
fupported the ecclefiaftical throne *''**. Six hun- 
dred ^ri7*(?/a»/, or adventurers, vifited the fick at 
Alexandria; eleven hundred copiaU, or grave- 
diggers, buried the dead at Conftantinople i and 
the fwarms of monks, who arofe from the Nile, 
overfpread and darkened the face of the Chriftian 
world* 
m. Pro* m. The edidb of Milan fecured the revenue as 
5!^! 313. well as the peace of the church **''. The Chriftians 
hot only recovered the hnds and houfes of which 
they had been ftrippcd by the perfecuting laws of 

remnant of a more profperous ftate ftill fubfifted under the oppreflion 
pf the Vandals. 

, 99 The number of fcwn orders has been fixed in tlie Latin church, 
exclufive of the epifcopal charaaer. But the four inferior ranks, thp 
minor orders, are now reduced to empty and ufelefs titles. 

«oo See Cod. Thcodof. 1. xvi. tit. 2. le^. 42, 43. Godefroy's 
Commentary, and the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Alexandria, (hew the 
danger of thefe pious inltitutions, which often difturbed the peace of 
that turbulent capital. 

"' The edia of Milan (de M. P. c. 48.) acknowledges, byre^ 
citing, that there exifttd a fpecies of landed property, ad jus corporis 
eorum, id eft, ecclefiaium non hominum fingulorum pertinentia. 
Such a folemn declaraticn of the fupreme magiftrate muft have beea 
received in all the tribunals as a m|ixip of civil law. 

Diocletian, 
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Diocletian, but they aequired a perfeft title to all C H A ?. 
the pojBefliQns which they had jhitherto enjoyed by \-...y'i,i 
the connivance of the magiftrate. As foon as 
Chriftianity became the religion of the emperor 
and the empire, the national clergy might claim - 
a decent and honourable maintenance : and the 
payment of an annual tax might have delivered 
the people from the more opprcflive tribute^ 
which fuperftition impofes on her votaries. But 
$s the wants ^nd expences of the church encreafcd 
ynxki her profperity, the ccclefiaftical order was 
flill fupportcd and enriched by the voluntary 
oblations of the faithful. Eight years after the 
cdia qf Milan, Conftantine granted to all his A.D. %iu 
fubjefts the free and uriiverfal pernoiflipn of be- 
queathing their fortunes to the holy Catholic 
church '°*i and .their devout liberality, which 
during their lives was checked by luxury or 
gvarice, flowed with a profufe ftreani at the hout 
of their death. The wealthy Chriftians were - 
encouraged by the exanaple of their fovereign. 
An abfolute monarch, who is rich withoyt pa- 
trimony, may be charitable without merit; and 
Conftantine too eafily believed that he fliould 
purchafe the favour of heaven, if he maintained 
the idle at the expence of the induftrious \ and 
diftributed among the faints the wealth of the 
republic. The fame meflcnger who carried over 

*o* Habeat unufquifque llcentiam fan6llflimp Catholicse (tcdtfta:) 
venerabilique concilio, decedens bonorum quod optayit relinquere, ' 
Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. 4.. This law was publifhed fC 
Rome, A. D. 321, at a time when Conftantine might fore|ce tbe pro- 
bability of a rupture with tlie emperor of the Eaft. 

,\i % to 
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C ^^^' to Africa. the head of Maxentius, might be cn- 
trufted wkh an cpiftle to Cascilian, bifliop of 
Carthage, The emperor acquaints him, that the 
treafurers of the province are direfted to pay into 
hjs hands the fum of three thoufand folks, or 
eighteen thoufand pounds fterling, and to obey 
his farther requifitions for the relief of the 
churches of Africa, Numidia, and Mauritania ***^ 
The liberality of Conftantinc encreafed in a jufl: 
proportion to his faith, and to his vices. He 
affigned in each city a regular allowance of corn,' 
to fupply the fund of ccclcfiaftical charity j and 
the pcrfons of both fexes who embraced the mo- 
nadic life, became the peculiar favourites of their 
fovereign. The Chriftian temples of Antioch, 
Alexandria, Jerufalem, Conftantinople, &c. dif- 
played the oftentatious piety of a prince, am- 
bitious in a declining age to equal the perfefl: 
labours of antiquity '"^^ The form of thefe re- 
ligious edifices was fimple and oblong*; though 
they might fometimes fwell into the fliape of a 
dome, and fometimes branch into the figure of a 
crofs. The timbers were framed for the moft 
part of cedars of Libanus j the roof was covered 

«03 Eufebius, Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. 6. inVit. Conftantin. 1. iv. c. a8. 
He repeatedly expatiates on the liberality of the Chriftian hero, 
which the biAiop himfelf had an opportunity of knowing, and even 
of tafting. 

»o4 Eufeblus, Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. c. 2, 3, 4. The biftiop of Cae- 
farea, who ftudicd and gratified the tafte of his matter, pronounced 
in public an elaborate defcription of the church of Jerufalem (inVit. 
Conf. 1. iv. ,c. 46.). It no longer exifts, but he has infeited in the 
life of Conftantine (1. iii. c. 36)', afliort account of the architefturc 
and ornaOients. He likewife mentions the church of the holy 
Apoftlesat Conftahtinoplc (1. iv. c. 59.), 

2 with 
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with tiles, perhaps of gilt brafsj and the walls, ^ ^.A ft 
the columns, the pavement, were incrufted with ^' 
variegated marbles. The moft precious orna- 
ments of gold and filver, of filk and gems, wer« 
profufely dedicated to the fcrvice of'the altar; 
and this fpecious magnificence was fupported on 
the folid and perpetual bafis of landed property. 
In the fpace of two centuries, from the reign of 
Conftantine to that of Juftinian, the eighteen 
hundred churches of tht empire were enriched by 
the frequent and unalienable gifts of the prince 
and people. ' An annual income of fix hundred 
pounds fterling may be rcafonably affigned to the 
bifliops, who were placed at an equal diftance 
between riches and poverty '*^', but the ftandard ' 
of their wealth infenfibjy rofe with the dignity 
and opulence of the cities which they governed. 
An authentic but imperfed **^^ rent-roll fpecifies 
fome houfes, fliops, gardens, and farms, which 
belonged to the three Bafilica of Rome, St. Peter, 
St. Paul, and St. John Lateran, in the provinces 
of Italy, Africa, and the Eaft. They produce, 
befides a referved rent of oil, linen, paper, aro- 
matics, &c. a clear annual revenue of twenty- 
two thoufand pieces of gold, or twelve thoufand 

»o5 See Juftinian. Novell, cxxiii. 3. The revenue of the patiiarchsj^ 
^nd the moft wealthy bifhops, is not exprefted j the Ijigheil annual 
valuation of a hiftiopric is ftated at tbirtyf and the loweft at /it'^, 
pounds of gold ; the medium might be taken 2Xfixteen^ but thefc valu- 
ations are much below the real value, 

»o* See Baronius (Annal, Ecclef. A. D. 324, N*. 58. 65. 70, 
71 .). Every record which comes from the Vatican is juftly fufpcftcd 5 
yet thefe rent- roils have an ancient and :.utheniic colour j and it is at 
lea/l evident, that, if forged, they were forged in a period when/tfrw» 
npt kingdomh wei:e the objefts of papal avaric«. 

tJ 3 pound 
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^ xx^ ^' pbunds fterliog. In the age of Conftantine ahd 
' Juftinian^ the biihops no longer poflefled^ perhaps 
they na longer dcferved, the unfuipeding confi- 
dence of their clergy and people. The eccle- 
fiaftical revenues of each dioccfc were divided into 
{out parts } for the refp^ftive ufes^ of the bifliop 
himfelf, of his inferior clergy, of the poor^ and 
of the public worfhip ; and the abufe of this 
facred truft was ftriftly and repeatedly checks 
^107^ The patrimony of the church was ftill 
fubjeft to all the publit impofitions of the ftatc '°*i 
The clergy of Rome, Alexandria^ Thefialonica^ 
&c. might folicit and obtain feme partial exemp- 
tions ; but the premature attempt of the great 
touncil of Rimini, which afpired to univerfal 
freedom, was fuccefsfully refilled by the fon of 
Conftantinc *''^ 

IV. The 

'07 Sec Thomaftin, Difcipllne de TEglife, toni. iii. I. ii. c. 13, 
H> 15' P* 689^706. The legal divlfion of the ecclefiaftical revenue 
•does not appear to have been e^bfifhed in the time of Ambrofe and 
' Chryfoftom. Simplicius and Gelafius, who were bilhops of Rome 

in the latter part of the fifth century, mention it in their paftoral 
letters as a general law, which was already confirmed by the cuftom 
of Italy. 

'o* Ambrofe, the raoft ftrenuous afferter of ecclefiaftical privileges, 
^bmits without a murmur to the payment of the land tax. " Si 
'* tributum petit Jrapei-ator, non negamus ; agri ecclefiae folvunt 
'* tributum } folvimus quae funt Cacfaris Caefari, & quae funt Dei 
'* Deb : tributum Cfcfaris eft ; non ncgatur." Baronius labours to 
interpret this tribute as attafl of charity rather than of duty (Annal. 
Xcclef. A. D. 3^7.) } but the words, if not the intentions, of Am- 
brofe, are more candidly explained by Thomailin, Difcipline de 
TEgUfe, toin- iii* 1* i* c- 34* P* ^^^* 

»o9 In Ariminenfe fynodo fuper ecclefiarum & crericorum privile- 
gii* traftatu habito, ufque eo difpofitio progreffa eft, ut Juga qu» 
tidcrcntur ad ecclefiam.pcrtinere, a publica fun^'onc ceffarent in- 
quietudlne defiftentc : quoU iioftra yidetur dudum &h£Uo t^^jMSh. 

Cod, 
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IV. Th« Lajtin cfergjr, who erefted theErtri- CHAP* 
bunal cm tlie ruins of clic civil and coofimon Vaw> v-^/ j 
have modeftly accepted as the gift of Conftan- ?^jf^'^^* 
tine "% the independent juriWiAion which was. tioa, 
the fruit of tinrie, of accident, and of their owa 
induftry. But the liberality of the Chriftian en^- 
pcrors had dually endowed them with fome legal 
prerogatives, which fecurcd and dignified the 
facerdotal chafader *". i^ Under a defpotic 
government, the bifhops alone enjoyed and af- 
ferted the iaeftimable privilege of being tried 
only by their ^^^rj^ and even in a capital acfufa- 
tion, a fynod of their brethren were the folc 
judges of their guilt or innocence. Such a tri* 

Cod. Theod. U xvl. tit. ii. leg. 15. Had the fynod of Rimini car- 
ried this point, fuch pri^ical merit might have atoned for fome fpe- 
ctilative herefies, 

»'o From Eufebbs (in Vit. Conllant. 1, iv. c. 27.) and Sozomen 
(J. i. c. 9.) we are afiured that the epifcopal jiirirdi6Hon was ex- 
tended and confirmed by Conftantine j but the forgery of a famous 
edift, whick was never fairly inferted in the Theodofian code (fee 
at the end, torn. vi. p. 303.), is demoniirated by Godefroy in the 
ipoft fatisfaftory manner. It is ftrange that M. de Montefquieu, 
who was a lawyer as well as a philofopher, fhould allege rhis cdiS: of 
Gonftanline (Efprit des Loix, 1, xxix. c. 16.) withot)t intimating 
any ibfpicion. 

>*» The fubjc^t pf ecclefis^ical junfdi£l»on has been involvfid in a 
rnift of paffion, of prejudice, and of intereft. Two of the faircft 
bodks which have fallen into my hands are the Inftitutes of Canon 
Law, by the Abb€ de Fleury, and the Civil Hiltory of -Naples, by 
Giannpne. Their moderation >Yas the effeft of fituation as well as 
of temper. Fleury was a French ecclefiaftic, who refpefted the au- 
Aority of the parliaments ; Giannone was an Italian lawyer, who 
dreaded the power of the church. And here let me obferve, that as 
the general proportions which I advance are the refult 0. many parti- 
cujar and imperfc£l fa£ls, I muft either rjefer the reader to thole mo- 
dern authors who have exprefsly treated the fubje^> or fwell thefo 
cotes to a dlfagreeaSle and difpropoitioned fize. 

U 4 bunal. 
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Chap, bunal, unlefs it was inflamed by perfonal refent- 
men t or religious difcord, might be favourable, 
or even partial to the facerdotal order : but Con- 
ftantine was fatisfied"*, that fecret impunity would 
be lefs pernicious than public fcandal : and the 
Nicenc council was edified by his public declara* 
tion, that if he furprifed a bifliop in the aft of 
adultery, he (hould call his Imperial mantle over 
the epifcopal finner. 2. The domeftic jurif^ 
diftion of the biflbops was at once a privilege and 
a reftraint of the ecclefiaftical order, whofe civil 
caulj^wcre decently withdrawn from the cog^ 
nizance of a fccular judge. Their venial offences 
were not expofed to the fhamc of a public trial or 
punilhmentj and the gentle correftion, which 
the tendernefs of youth may endure from its pa- 
rents or inftruftors, was inflifted by the temperate 
feverity of the bifhops. But if the clergy were 
guilty of any crime which could not be fufEeiently 
expiated by their degradation from an honourable 
and beneficial proreffion, the Roman magiftrate 
drew the fword of juftice, without any regard to 
ecclefiaftical immunities. 3. The arbitration of 
the biftiops was ratified by a pofitive law ; and 
the judges were inftrufted to execute, without 
appeal or dplay, the epifcopal decrees, whofe va-r 
lidity had hitherto depended on theconfent of the 
parties. The converfion of the niagiftrates 
themfelve$, and of the whole empire, might gra-» 
dually remove the fears and fcruples of theChrif- 

ii» Tillempnt has collcfled from Rufinus, Theadoret, &c. the 
fentimcnts and language of Conftantinc. Mem. Ecclef. torn. iij. 

tians. 
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tians. But they ftill reforted to the tribunal of C H AP^ 

... XX- 

the bifhops, whofc abilities and integrity they «_ -^ -J 
efteemed ; and the venerable Auftin enjoyed the 
fatisfaftion of complaining that his fpiritual func- 
tions were perpetually interxupted by the invidious 
labour of deciding the claim or the polfeHion of 
filver and gold, of lands and cattle, 4. The 
ancient privilege of fandtuary was transferred to 
the Chriftian temples,, and extended, by the lib<eral 
piety of the younger Thcodpfius, to the precinds 
of confccratcd ground "^ The fugitive, and 
even guilty, fuppliants, w^re permitted to im- 
plore, either the jufticc, or the mercy, of the 
Peity and his minifters. The rafti violence of 
defpotifm was fufpendcd by the mild intcrpofition 
of the church ; and the lives or fortunes of the 
mod eminent fubjefts might be proteftcd by the 
mediation of the bifhop, 

V. The bifliop was the perpetual cenfor of the v. SpirU 
morals of his people. The difcipline of penance. furc$!^' 
was digefted into a fyftem of canonical jurifpru- 
d^nce"% which accurately defined the duty of 

private 

»n See Cod. Theod. I. ix. tit. xlv. leg, 4. In the works of Fra 
Paolo (torn. iv. p. 192, &c.} there is an excellent difcourfe on the 
prigin, claims, abufes, and limits of fanftuarjes. He juftly.obfeijTres 
^hat ancient Greecp nijght perhaps contain fifteen or twenty szyfa or 
fan6luaries ; a numb«- whicl> at prefent may be found in Italy with- 
in the walls of a fingle city. 

"4 The penitential jurifprudence was continually improved by the 
cantfns of the councils, But as many cafes were ftill left to the 
difcrction of the bilhops, they occafionally publifhed, after the ex- 
ample of the Roman Praetor, the rules of difcipline which they 
propofed to obferve. Among the canonical epiftlcs of the fourth 
century, thofc of Bafil the Great were the moft celebrated. They 
are infertcd in the Pandc^cs of Beveridge (torn. ii. p. 47—151.),' 

and 
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CHAP, private or public coofeffion, the rules of evidencci 
the degrees of guilt, and the meafure of puniih^ 
ment* It was impoffiWe to execute this fpiritual 
cenfure, if the Chriftian pontiff, who punilhed the 
ohfcure fins of the multitude, refpefted the con* 
fpicuous vices and deftru£tive crimes of the ma« 
giftratc: buritwasimpoflTiblc to arraign thecondudt 
of the magiftrate^ without controuling the admini- 
ftration of civil government. Some confiderations 
of religion, or loyalty, or fear, proteded the facred 
f)erlbns of the emperors from the zeal or rcfcnt- 
ment of the bilhopss but they boldly cenfured 
and excommunicated the fubordinate tyrants, who 
wefe not invefted with the majefty of the purple. 
St. Athanafius excommunicated one of the mi- 
nifters of Egypt j and the interdift which he pro- 
nounced, of fire and water, was fclemnly tranf- 
mitted to the churches of Cappadocia "'. Under 
the reign Qf the younger Theodofius, the polite 
and eloquent Synefius, one of the defendants of 
Hercules"*, filled the epifcopalfeatof Ptolcmais, 

and are tranflated by Chardofi* Hifl. des Sacremens, torn. iv. 
p. ii9— 277. 

«^. Bafil Epiftol. xlvii. in Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 370. 
N°. 91.) who declares that he purpofely relates it, to convince go- 
vernors that they were not exempt from a fentence of excommuni- 
cation. In his opinion, even a royal head is not fafe from the 
thunders of the Vatican 5 and the cardinal (hews himfelf much more 
confident than the lawyers and thealogians of the Gallican church. 

*'^ The long feries of bis anceftors, as high as Euryfthenes, the 
firft Doric king of Sparta, and the fifth in lineal defcent from Her- 
culeSf was infcribed in the public regifters of Cyrene, a Lacedaemo- 
nian colony. (Synef. Epift. Ivii* p. 197. edit. Fetav.) Such a pure 
and iHuftrkms pedigree of (eventeeii hundred years, without adding 
the Fo^al anceftors of Hercules^ cannot be equalled in the hiftory of 
maokind. 

near 
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.near the ruks of ancient Gyrene '*% and thephi- 
lofQphic biftiop fupportedj with dignity, thecha- 
radler which he had afluttied with reludlance "*• 
JHe vanquilhed the nianfter of Libya^ the prefi- 
dent Andronicus, who abofed the authority of a 
/Venal office, invented neW;nrK>des of rapine and 
torture^ and aggravated the guilt of oppreffion 
by that of facrUege *". After a fruitlefs attempt 
to reclaim the haught;y magiftrftte by mild and 
religious admonition, Synefius proceeds to inflict 
the laft fentence of eccjcfiaftical juftice '", which 

"^ Synefius (de Regno, p. 2.) palhetically deplores the filleh 
and ruined ftat^ oi' Cyi^ene, itoXi; tWriih;, wdX^ifcw %*» xat o-i^fevefv jUi 
fv 6jin f^vfta. two TraX ti ^^^mv, iruv vg\ii^ mii xarr^n; xHi fiS}>A ipsiTTiOv. 
Ptolemais, a new city, 82 miles to the weuward of Cyretie, aiTumed 
the Metropolitan hbnoiirs 6f the PenlipoHs, or Upper Libya, which 
were afterward transfert-ed to Sbtufei; See Wcffeling Itincrar. 
p. 67—68. 731. Cellarius Gcograph. toni. ii. part ii. p. 72. 74, 
Carolus a S'^ Paulo Geogra ph. Sacra, p. 2/3. d'Anville Geogra- 
phic ancieiine, torn, iii.'p. 4^, 44. Memoiit^ de TAcad. des Ih'- 
fcriptions, torn, xxxvli. p. 36^—391. 

"-'9 Synefius had pcevioufly reprefented his own difqualifications 
(Epiit. c. V. p. 246 — 250.). He loved profane ftudies and profane 
Fports J he was incapable of fnppohin j a life of celibacy j he dif*. 
believed the rcfuhe^liori i and he refu fed b preach /i^/e» to the people^ 
unlefs he might be permitted to pbilcff>pb'iw at home, Theophilus, 
primate of i'-gypt, who knew his merit, accepted this extraordinary 
compromife. See the life of Syrteliiii in Tillemoht Mtm. Ecclef* 
tom.xii. p. 499— 554. 

1*0 See the inveftive of Synefius, Epift. IVii. p. 191—201. The 
promotion of Andronicus was illegal j fince he was a hative of Be- 
renice, fn the fahoe province. The irtftruments of torturei arc 
curioufly fpccified,thc fir«tc«f sov, or priefsjthe i<i*tu\r,^ttt the 'Oih^faOtn^ 
the />^v•^^C.c the ^ray^a. and the ;^iiXcc-^»f lo*, that varioufly preffed or 
diftehded the fingers, the feet, (lie Aofe, tHe eifs, and the lips of !hi 
tr<5^im's. J 

»*« The fentence of excommunication is expreffed in a rhetorical 
%lc. (Synefius, Epift. Iviii. p. 201— 20 3*) The method of in- 
volving whole families^ though foi^ewhat unjui^, was improved into 
aatioAal interdi^s* 

devotes 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



306 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, devotes And^onicus, with his affociates and their 
y_ ^ L' families^ to the abhorrence of earth and heaven. 
The impenitent finners, more cruel than Phalaris 
^or Sennacherib, more deftrudive than war, pefti- 
lence, or a cloud of locufts, are deprived of the 
name and privileges of Chriftians, of the partici- 
pation of the facraments, and of the hope of 
Paradife. The bifhop exhorts the clergy, the 
magiftrates, and the people, to renounce all fociety 
•with the enemies of Chrift ; to exclude them from 
their houfes and tables j and to refufe them the 
common offices of life, and the decent rites of 
buriaU The church of Pcolemais, obfcure and 
contemptible as ihe riiay appear, addreffes this 
declaration to all her fifter churches of the world; 
and the profane who rejeft her decrees, will be 
involved in the guilt and punifliment of Andro- 
nicus and his impious followers. Thefe fpiritual 
terrors were enforced by a dexterous application 
to the Byzantine court j the trembling prefident 
implored the mercy of the church ; and the de-* 
fcendant of Hercules enjoyed the fatisfaftion of 
raifing a proftrate tyrant from the ground "*. 
Such principles and fuch examples infenfibly pre- 
pared the triumph of the Roman pontiffs, who 
have trampled on the necks of kings. 
VI. Free- VI. Every popular government has experienced 
public theeffcftsofrudeor artificial eloquence. Thecoldeft 
preaching, nature is animated, the firmeft reafon is moved, by 
the rapid communication of the prevailing impulfe; 

«»* See Synefius, Epift. xlvii. p. iS6, 187. Epift. Ixxii, p. 21 J, 
ftij, Epift. Ixxxix. p. »30— »3i. 

and 
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and each hearer is affcdted by his own pailions^ CHAP. 
and by thofe of the furrounding multitude* The i_^n_i 
ruin of civil liberty had filenced the demagogues 
ofAthens, and the tribunes of Rome; thecuftom< 
of preaching, which fcems to conftitute a con- 
fidcrable part of Chriftian dcvotiqn, had not been 
introduced into the temples of antiquity j and the, 
e^rs of monarchs were never invaded by the harfli 
found of popular eloquence, till the pulpits of 
the empire were filled with facred orators, who 
pofleffed fome advantages unknown to their pro- 
fane predeceflbrs "^ The arguments and rhetoric 
of the tribune were inftantly oppofed, with equal 
arms, by Ikilful and refolute antagonifts i . and 
the caufe of truth and reafon might derive an 
accidental fupport from the conflidt of hoftile 
paflions. The bilhop, or fome diftinguilhed pref- 
by tcr, to whom he cautioufly delegated the powera 
of preaching, harangued, without the danger of 
interruption or reply, a fubmiflive multitude, 
whofe minds had been prepared and fubdued by 
the awful ceremonies of religion. Such was the 
ftridl fubordination of the catholic church, that 
the fame concerted founds might iffiie at once 
from an hundred pulpits of Italy or Egypt, if they 
were tuned '** by the mafter hand of the Roman or 

Alexandrian 

"J Sec Thomaflin (Difciplinc de TEglife, torn. ii. 1. iii. c. 83. 
p. 1761—1770.) and Bingham (Antiquities, vol. i. 1. xiv. c. 4. 
p. 688 — 717.). Preaching was confidered as the moft important 
pfRce of the bifhop j bat this fun6lion was foQietimes intrufted to 
fuch prefbyters as Chryfoftom and Auguftin. 

"4 Queen Elizabeth ufed this expreflion, apd praaifed this vt, 
whenever (he wiftied to prepoflcfs the minds of her pepple in favour 
©f any extraordinary meafure of government. The hot^ile effects of 
this rnufu wer9 apprehended by her fuccefforj and ftverely felt by^ hii 

ftq. 
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CtfAP. ^lexinckian primate The defign of this in&i- 
tution was laudable^ but the fruits were not alway$^ 
Muwy. The preachers recommended the prac- 
tice of the fociai duties; but they exaUed the 
perfeftion of monaftic virtue, which is painful to 
the individual, and ufelefs to mankind. Their 
charitable exhortations betrayed a fccrct wifli, 
that the clergy might be permitted to manage the 
wealth of the faithful, for the benefit of the poor. 
The moft fublime reprefentations of the attributes 
and laws of the Deity were fullied by an idle 
mixture of metaphysical fubtletics, puerile rites, 
and fiditious nrriracles : and they expatiated, with 
the moft fervent zeal, on the religious merit of 
hating the adverfaries, and obeying the minifters, 
of the church. When the public peace was 
diftrafted by hcrefy and fchifm, the facred orators 
founded the trumpet, of difcord, and perhaps of 
fcdition. The underftandings of their congre- 
gations were perplexed by myftery, their paiCons 
were inflamed by inveftivcs: and they ruflied 
from the Chriftian temples of Antioch or Alexan- 
dria, prepared cither to fufFcr or to inflidt martyr- 
dom. The corruption of tafte and language is 
ftrongly marked in the vehement declamations of 
the Latin bifhops ; but the compofitions of Gre- 
gory and Chryfoftom have been compared with 
the moft fplendid models of Attic, or at leaft of 
Afiatic, eloquence "\ 

ion. " When pulpit, drum ecclefiaftic, &c." See Heylin's Life of 
Aithbifliop Laud, p. 153. 

»*5 Thofe modeft orators acknowledged, that, as they were defla- 
^te of the gift of qairacle9> liiey endeavoured to acquire the arts of 
^loquencc, \ \ 

VII. The 
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VII. The Tcprefcntativ^s oif die CfariftiM re- chap. 
public were fregularly affemblcd in the fpring and . -,,' r 
autumn of each year: and thefe fynods diffufcd vn.PrivU 
the fpirit of ecdehaftical dtfcipline and legiflation eiiktire^ir- 
through the hundred and twenty provinces of the **^^***' 
Roman world ^^. The archbifhop or metropoli- 
tan was empowered, by the laws, to fummon the 
fuflfragan bifliops of his province j to revife their 
conduft, to vindicate their rights, to declare their 
faich, and to examine the merit of the candidates 
who were eleded by the clergy and people to fup- 
ply the vacancies of the epifcopal college. The 
primates of Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, Carthage, 
and afterwards Conftantinople, who exercifed a 
more ample jurifdidlion, convened the numerous 
affembly of their dependent bifliops. But the 
convocation of great and extraordinary fynods, 
/was the prerogative of the emperor alone. When- 
ever the emergencies of the church required this 
decifive meafure, he difpatched a peremptory 
fummons to the bifliops, or the deputies of each 
province, with an order for the ufe of poft-horfes, 
and a competent allowance for the expences of 
their journey. At an early period, when Con- a*D. 31^. 
flantine was the protedor, rather than the pro- 
felyte, of Chriftianity, he referred the African 
controverfy to the council of Aries; in which the 
bifhops of York, of Treves, of Milan, and of 

"6 The Council of Nice, in the fourth, fifth, fixth, and fevcnth, 
canons, has made fome fundamental regulations concerning fynods, 
metropolitans, and primates. The Nicene canons have been va- 
rioufly tortured, abuled, interpolated, or forged, according to the 
intereft of the clergy. The SuburHcMrian churches, afiigned (by Ru- 
finus) to the bi/hop of Rome, have been made the fubjeft of vdic- 
ment controverfy. (Sec Sirmor.d. Opera^ torn. iv. p. >— 238.) 

Carthage^ 
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CHAP. Carthage, met as friends and brethren, to deb^e 
y__ ^- ' in their native tongue on the common intcreft of 
the Latin or Weftern church "^ Eleven years 
AJ).i%s^ afterwards, a more numerous and celebrated 
aflembly was convened at Nice in Bichynia, to 
cxtingui(h, by their final fentence, the fubtle 
difputes which had arifen in Egypt on the fubje6t 
of the Trinity. Three hundred and eighteen 
bifliops obeyed the fummons of their indulgent 
mailer; the ecclefiaftics of every rank, and feci, 
and denomination, have been computed at two 
thoufand and forty-eight perfons***; the Greeks 
appeared in perfon ; and the confent of the Latins 
was expreffed by the legates of the Roman pon- 
tiff. The feffion, which lafted about two months, 
was frequently honoured by the prefence of the 
emperor. Leaving his guards at the door, he 
feated himfclf (with the permifTion of the council) 
on a low ftool in the midft of the hall. Conftan-* 
tine liftened with patience, and fpoke with mo- 
defty : and while he influenced the debates, he 
humbly prpfcffed that he was the minifter, not 
the judge, of the fucceflfors of the apoftles, who 
had been eftablilhed as priefts and as gods upon 
earth "^ Such profound reverence of an abfolucc 

'*7 We have only thirty-tliree or forty-fcvcn epifcopal fubfciip- 
tions : but Ado, a writer indeed of fmall account, reckons fix hun- 
dred biihops in the council of Ailes. Tillemont Mem. Ecclef, 
torn. vi. p. 412. 

'** Sec Tillemont, torn. vi. p. 915, and Beaufobre Hid. d\i 
Manicheifme, torn. i. p. 529. The name of hifrop, which is given 
by Eutychius to the 2048 ecclefiaftics (Annal. torn. i. p. 440. verf. 
Pocock), muft be extended far beyond the limits of an orthodox or 
even epifcopal ordination. 

"9 Sec Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iii. c. 6— zi. Tillemont 
Mem. EccleliaHiques, torn, vi, p. 669—759. 

nionarch 
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monarch towards a feeble and unarmed aflembly ^ ^ -^ ^• 
of his own fubjefts, can only be compared to the ^ ^-.v 
refpeft with which the fenate had been treated by 
the Roman princes who adopted the policy of 
Auguftus. Within the fpac6 of fifty years, a 
philofophic fpedator of the viciflitudes of humaa 
affairs might have contemplated Tacitus in the 
fenate of Rome, and Conftantine in the council 
of Nice. The fathers of the capitol iand thofe of 
the church had alike degenerated from the virtues 
of their founders ; but as the bilhops were more 
deeply rooted in the public opinion, they fuftained 
their dignity with more decent pride, and fome- 
times oppofed, with a manly fpirit, the wilhes of 
their fovercign. The progrefs of time and fuper- 
ftition erazed the memory of the weaknefs, the 
paflion, the ignorance, which difgraced thefe 
ecclefiaftical fynods j and the Catholic world has 
unanimoufly fubmltted '**" to the infallible decrees 
of the general councils '^\ 

*Jo Sancimus igitur vicem legum obtlnere, qux aquatuor San£lis 
Concilils . • . expoiltie funt aut firmat2e« Praedl£larum enim qua- 
tuor fynodorum dogmata ficut faqp^las Scripturas et regulas ficut * 

leges obfervamus. Juftiniait. Novell, cxxxl. Beveridge (ad Pan- 
deft, proleg. p. 2.) remarks, that the emperors never made newlawd 
in ecclefiaftical matters j and Giannone obferves, in a vtiy different 
fpirit, that they gave a legal fanftion to the canons of councils* 
Iftoria Civile di Napoli, torn. i. p. 136. 

*3' See the article Concilb in the Encyclopedic, torn. Wu 
p. 668-*679. c^^i^ion de Lucques. The author, M. le dofteur Bou* 
chaud, has difculfed, according to the principles of the Galliean 
thurch, the principal qucftions which relate to the form and confti- 
tution of general, national* and provincial councils. The editors 
(fee Preface, p. xvi.) have reafon to be proud of tbU article. Thofe 
^ho confult their immcnfe compilation, fcldom depart fo well 
fatisfied. 

Vol. III» X CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXL 

Perfecution ofHerefy. — The Scbifm of the Donatijls. — 
The Arian Controverjy. — Athanaftus, — DiJlraSed 
State of the Church and Empire under Conftantine 
and his Sons. — Toleration of Paganifm. 

CHAP, fir^ H E grateful applaufe of the clergy has 
A confecratcd the memory of a prince who 
indulged their paflions and promoted their in- 
tereft. Conftantine gave them fecurity, wealth, 
honours, and revenge : and the fupport of the 
orthodox faith was confidered as the moft facred 
and important duty of the civil magiftrate. The 
edift oif Milan, the great charter of toleration, 
had confirmed to each individual of the Roman 
world, the privilege of chufing and profeffing his 
own religion. But this ineftimable privilege was 
foon violated : with the knowledge of truth, i;hd 
' emperor imbibed the maxims of perfecution ; and 
the fefts which diflented from the Catholrc church, 
were afflifted and opprefled by the triumph of 
Chriftianity. Conftantine eafily believed that the 
Heretics, who prcfumcd to difpute his opinions, 
or to oppofe his commands, were guilty of the 
moft abfurd and criminal obftinacy j and that a 
feafonable application of moderate feverities might 
fave thofe unhappy men from the danger of an 
everlafting condemnation. Not a moment was 
loft in excluding the minifters and teachers of the 
feparated congregations from any fhare of the 
rewards and immunities which the emperor had 

fo 
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(6 liberally beftowed on the orthodox clergy. But CHAP, 
as the fcftarics might ftill exift under the cloud 
of royal difgrace, the conqueft of the Eaft was 
immediately followed by an edift which announced 
their total deftruftion \ After a preamble filled 
with paflion and reproach, Conftantine abfolutely 
prohibits the aflemblies of the Heretics, and con- 
fifcates their public property to the ufe either of 
the revenue or of the Catholic church. The fefta 
againft whom the Imperial feverity was directed, 
appear to have been the adherents of Paul of 
Samofatai the Montaniftsof Phrygia, who main- 
tained an enthufiaftic fucceffion of prophecy j the 
Novatians, who fternly rejected the temporal 
efficacy of repentance; the Mafcionitcs and Va- 
lentinians, under whofeleadingbanners the various 
Gnoftics of Afia and Egypt had infenfibly rallied j 
and perhaps the Manichasans, who had recently 
imported from Perfia a more artful compoficion 
of Oriental and Chriftian theology *. The defign 
of extirpating the Yiame, or at leaft of reftraining 
the progrefs of thefe odious Heretics, was profe- 
euted with vigour and efFctb. Some of the penal 
regulations were copied from the cdifts of Diocle- 
tian J and this method of converfion was applauded 

* Eufebius in Vit. Conftantirt. 1. iii. c. ^3, 64, 65* 66, 

* After fome examination of the various ppinions of Tillemont, 
Beaufobrc, Lardner, &c. I am convinced that Manes did not propa- 
gate his fcft, even in Perfia, before the year 270. It is ftrange, 
that a philofophic and foreign herefy Ihould have penetrated fo rapid-» 
ly into the African provinces ; yet I cannot eafily reje^ the edi£l of 
Diocletian againft the Manichaeans, which may be found in Baronius- 
(Annal. Eccl. A.D. aS;.) 

X2 by 
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CHAP, by the fame bilhops who had felt the hand of op- 
predion, and had pleaded for the rights of huma- 
nity. Two immaterial circumftances may ferve, 
however, to prove that the mind of Conftantinc 
was not entirely corrupted by the fpirit pf.zeal 
and bigotry. Before he condemned the Mani- 
chapans and their kindred feels, he rcfolved to 
make an accurate enquiry into the nature of their 
religious principles. As if he diftrufted the im- 
partiality of his ecclcfiaftical counfellors, this 
delicate commifTfon was entrufted to a civil 
magiftrate ; whofe learning and moderation he 
juftly eftecmed ; and of whofe venal charafter he 
was probably ignorant ^ The emperor was foon 
convinced, that he had too haftily profcribed the 
orthodox faith and the exemplary morals of the 
Novatians ; who had diflented from the church 
in fome articles of difcipline which were not per- 
haps eflcntial to falvation. By a particular edid, 
he exempted them from the general penalties of 
the law*i allowed them to build a church at 
Conftantinoplc, refpeded the miracles of their 
faints, invited their bifhop Acefius to the council 
of Nice; and gently ridiculed the narrow tenets 
pf his feft by a familiar jeftj which, from the 

J Conftantinus, enim cum limatius fuperftitiormm qiia?reret fe£las, 
Manichaeorum et fimllium, See, Ammian. xv. 15. Strategius, who , 
frcm this commifrion obtained the furname of Mufontjnus, was a 
Chriftian of the Arian fe6l. He aftecl as one of the counts at the 
council of Sardica. Libanius praifes his nilldncfs and pi-udence.. 
Valef. ad locum Ammian. 

4 Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. v. leg. 2, As the general law is not 
infcrted in the Thcodofian code, it is probable that, in the year 43S> 
thff Cc6i$ which it had condemned wert already extinct. 

^ ' mouth 
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mouth of a fovereign, mud have been recclvcci chap. 

with applaufe and gratitude S ^ -.- ^ 

The complaints and mutual accufations which African 

. conti*o- 

afTailed the throne of Conilantine, as foon as the veify, 
death sof Maxentius had fubmitted Africa to his ^'^' ^"' 
victorious arms, were ill adapted to edify an im- 
perfect profelyte. He learned, withfurprife, that 
the provinces of that great country, from the con- 
fines of Cyrene to the columns of Hercules, were 
diftrafted with religious difcord ^ The fourceof 
the divifion was derived from a double eledion in 
the church of Carthage; the fecoiid, in rank and 
opulence, of the ccclefiaflical thrones of the Weft, 
CiEcilian and Majorinus were the two rival pri- 
mates of Africa ; and the death of the latter foon 
made room for Donatus, who, by his fuperior 
abilities and apparent virtues, was the firmefl: 
fupport of his party. The advantage which 
Cascilian might claim from the priority of his 
ordination, was deftroyed by the illegal, or at 
ieaft indecent, hafte, with which it had been per- 
formed, without expecting the arrival of the 

S Sozomen, 1. i. c. 21. Socrates, 1. i. c. 10. Thcfe hiftorians 
have been fufpefted, but I think without reafon, of an attachment 
to the Novatian do6lrine. The emperor faid to the bifliop, 
*« Acefms, take a ladder, and get up to Heaven by yourfelf.'' Mod 
of the Chriftian fefts have, by turns, borrowed the ladder of 
Acefius. 

^ The beft materials for this part of ecclefiaftical hiftory may be 
found in the edition of Optatus Milevitanus, publilhed (Paris 1700) 
by M. Dupin, who has enriched it with critical notes, geograpliical 
difcuflions, original records, and an accurate abridgement of the 
whole controverfy. M. de Tillemont has beftowed on the Donatifts 
the greateftpart of a volume (tom. vi, part i,) : and I am indebted 
to him for an ample colle£lion of all the paflages of his favourite St. 
Jiu^ud'in, which relate tp thofe heretics. 

X 3 bifhops 
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^xxi^' bKhops of Numidia. The authority of thcfe 
bifliops, who, to the number of feventy, con- 
demned Caecilian, and confccratcd Majorinus, is 
again weakened by the infamy of fome of their 
perfonal characters i and by the female intrigues, 
facrilegious bargains, and tumultuous proceedings 
which are imputed to this Numidian council % 
The bifhops of the contending faftions main- 
tained, with equal ardour and obftinacy, that their 
adverfaries were degraded, or at lead difhonoured, 
by the odious crime of delivering the Holy Scrip- 
tures to the officers of Diocletian. From their 
mutual reproaches, as well as from the (lory of 
this dark tranfaftion, it may juftly be inferred, 
that the late perfecution had embittered the zeal, 
without reforming the manners, of the African 
Chriftians. That divided church was incapable 
of affording an impartial judicatures the con- 
troverfy was folemnly , tried in five fucceflivc 
tribunals, which were appointed by the emperor j 
and the whole proceeding, from the firft appeal 
to the final fcntence, lafted above three years, 
A feverc inquifition, which was taken by the 
J'raetorian vicar, and the proconful of Africa, the 
report of two epifcopal vifitors who had beenfenf 

7 Schifma igitur illo tempore confufae rmilieris iracundia pcpcrit | 
pmbitus nutrivit } avaritla roboravit. Optatus, 1. i. c. 19. The 
language of Purpurius is that of a furious madman. Dipitur te necaflc 
^lios fororis tuae duos. Purpuriu? rcfpondrt : Putas me terreri a tc 
. . , occidi J et o^cido eo§ qui contra me faciunt. A^ia Concil. 
Cirtenfis, ad calc, Optat. p. 274.. When Caeciljan was invited tq 
an afTerably of bifhops, Purpurius faid to his brethj-en, o^ rather to* 
his accomplices, " Let him come hither to receive our impofition of 
•* hands ; and wc wilj break, his head by way of penance.'* Qptat, 
I, If c« J^t 

to 
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to Carthage, the decrees of the councils of Rome ^ HA p. 
and of Aries, and the fuprcmc judgnnentof Con* l--^-^^ 
ftantine himfelf in his facred confiftory, were all 
favourable to the caufe of Cascilian ; and he was 
unanimoufly acknowledged by the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical powers, as the true and lawful primate of 
Africa. The honours and eftates of the church 
were attributed to ins fufFragan bifhops, and it was 
not without difficulty, that Conftantine was fatif- 
fied with inflifting the punifKment of exile on the 
principal leaders of the Donatift faftion. As 
their caufe was examined with attention, perhaps 
it was determined with juftice. Perhaps their 
complaint was not without foundation, that 
the credulity of the emperor had been abufed 
by the infidious arts of his favourite Ofius. The 
influence of falfehood and corruption might pro* 
cure the condemnation of the innocent, or aggra- 
vate the fentence of the guilty. Such an aft, 
however, ofinjuftice, if it concluded an impor* 
tunate difpute, might be numbered among the 
tranfient evils of a defpotic adminiftration, which 
arc neither felt nor remembered by pofterity. 

But this incident, fo inconfiderable that it Schlfmof 
fcarcely deferves a place in hiftory, was produftive natifts, 
of a memorable fchifm; which afflifted the pro- A.D. 315* 
vinces of Africa above three hundred years, and 
was extinguifhed only with Chriftianity itfdf. 
The inflexible zeal of freedom and fanaticifm ani- 
mated the Donatifl:s to refufe obedience to the 
ufurpers, whofe eleftion they difputed, and whofe 
fpiritual powers they denied. Excluded from 
the civil and religious communion of mankind, 
X4 they 
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^ ^\i ^' ^^^y boldly excommunicated the reft of mankind, 
I y ',.» who had embraced the impious party of Csecilian, 
and of the Traditors, from whom he derived his 
pretended ordination. They aflerted with con- 
fidence, and almoft with exultation, that the 
Apoftolical fucceflion was interrupted ; that all 
the bifliops of Europe and Afia were infefted by 
the contagion of guilt and fchifm -, and that the 
prerogatives of the Catholic church wer^ confined 
to the chofen portion of the African believers, 
who alone had preferved inviolate the integrity of 
their faith and difcipline. This rigid theory was 
fupported by the moft uncharitable conduft. 
Whenever they acquired a profelyte, even from 
the diftant provinces of the Eaft, they carefully 
repeated the facred rites of baptifm • and ordina- 
tion ; as they rcjeAed the validity of thofe which 
he had already received from the hands of here- 
tics or fchifmatics. Bifhops, virgins, and even 
fpotlefs infants, were fubjecled to the difgrace of 
a public penance, before they could be admitted 
to the communion of the Donatifts. If they ob* 
tained poflcflion of a church which had been ufed 
by their Catholic advcrfaries, they purified the 
unhallowed building with the fame jealous care 
which a temple of Idols might have required. 
They walhed the pavement, fcraped the walls, 

' The coupfils of Arlp5, of Nice, and pf T^tnt, confirmed the 
wife and jnoderate practice of the church of Rome. The Donatifts, 
however, had the advantage of maintaining thefentiment of Cyprian, 
and of a confid^rabje part of the primitive church. Vincentius Liri- 
nenfis (p. 332. ap. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vi. p, 138.) ha^ 
explained why the Donatifts are' eternally burning with the Devil| 
wMle St. Cypriai^ veigns in heaven with J^fus Ghrift, 
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burnt the altar, which was commonly of wood, chap. 
melted the confecrated plate, and caft the Holy J\ ' * 
Eucharift to the dogs, with every circumftance of 
ignominy which could provoke and perpetuate 
the animofity of religious faAions ^. Notwith* 
ftanding this irreconcilable averfion, the two par- 
ties, who were mixed and feparated in all the 
cities of Africa, had the fame language and man- 
ners, the fame zeal and learning, the fame faith 
and worlhip. Profcribed by the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical powers of the empire, the Donatifts ftill 
maintained in fome provinces, particularly in 
Numidia, their fuperior numbers ; and four hun- 
dred bifhops acknowledged the jurifdi<3:ion of 
their primate. But the invincible fpirit of the 
feft fometimes preyed on its own vitals ; and the 
bofom of their fchifmatical church was torn by 
inteftine divifions. A fourth part of the Donatift 
bifhops followed the independent ftandard of the 
Maximianifts, The narrow and folitary path 
which their firft leaders had marked out, con- 
tinued to deviate from the great fociety of 
mankind. Even the imperceptible fedt of the 
Rogatiaas could affirm, without a blufh, that 
when Chrift Hiould defcend to judge the earth, 
he would find his true religion prefervcd only^ in 
a few namelefs vijlages of the Ca:farean Mau- 
ritania '% 

9 Sec the fxxth book of Optatus Milevitanus, p. 91—100. 

»o Tillemont, Mem. Ecclefiaftiqucs, torn. vi. part i. p. 253. He 
laughs at their partial cruelty. He cevered Auguftin^ the great doc- 
tpr of the fyftem of predcftination, 

The 
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CHAP. The fchifm of the Donatifts was confined to 

XXI. 

v....-y.J^ Africa : the more diffufive mifchief of the Trini- 
TheTnni- i-^rian controverfv fucccflively penetrated into 

tarian con- ^ ^ ^ ^ * 

troverfy. every part of the Chriftian world. The former 
was an accidental quarrei, occafioned by the abufcf 
of freedom i the latter was a high and myfterious 
argument, derived from the abufe of philofophy. 
From the age of Conftantine to that of Clovis and 
Theodoric, the temporal interefts both of the 
Romans and Barbarians were deeply involved in 
the theological difputes of Arianifm, The hifto- 
rian may therefore be permitted refpedfuUy to 
withdraw ihe veil of the fancftuary 5 and to deduce 
the progrefs of reafon and faith, of error and paf- 
fion, from the fchool of Plato to the decline and 
fall of the empire. 
??£!"" The genius of Plato, informed by his own 
Before meditation, or by the traditional knowledge of 
the priefts of Egypt ", had ventured to explore 
the myfterious nature of the Deity. When he 
had elevated his mind to the fublime contempla- 
tion of the fir ft felf-exiftent, neceflary caufe of th<; 
univerfe, the Athenian fage was incapable of conr 
ceiving how the fimple unity of his effence could 

^^ Plato Egyptum peragravit ut a faccrdotlbus Barbaris numeros et 
fWf^w acciperej. Cicero deFinibus, v. ^5. Tbe Egyptians might 
ftiil preferve the traditional creed of the Patriarchs. Jofephus ha$ 
perfuadcd many of the Chriftian fathers, that Plato derived a part of 
his knowledge from the Jews j but this vain opinion cannot be re- 
conciled with the obfcure ftate and unfocial manners of the Jewifh 
people, vkofe fcriptures were not acceiHble to Greek cunofity ^ill 
more than one hundred years after the death of Plato. Sec Mar- 
iham, Canon. Chron. p. 144. Lc Clerc, Epiftol. Critic. vH; 
p. 177— 194* 

admit 
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admit the infinite variety of diftinft and fucccflivc chap, 
ideas which compofc the model of the in- v^..-^^. 
telleftual world ; how 2l Being purely incorporeal 
could execute that perfect models and nnould with 
a plaftic hand the rude and independent chaos. 
The vain hope of extricating himfelf from thefc 
difficulties, which muft ever opprefs the feeble 
powers of the human mind, might induce Plato 
to confidcr the divine nature under the threefold 
modification ; of the firft caufe, the reafon or 
Logos, and the foul or fpirit of the univerfe, THeLot 
His poetical imagination fomecimes fixed and 
animated thefe metaphyfical abftraftiojis ; the three 
archied or original principles were reprefented in 
the Platonic fyftem as three Gods, united with 
^ach other by a myfterious and ineffable genera-- 
tion; and the Logos was particularly confidered 
under the more acceffible character of the Son of 
an Eternal Father, and the Creator and Governor 
of the world. Such applear to have been the 
fecret doftrines which were cautioufly whifpered 
in the gardens of the academy 5 and which, ac- 
cording to the more recent difciples of Plato, 
could not be perfcftly undcrftood, till after an 
afllduous ftudy of thirty years '*. 

The arms of the Macedonians difFufed over taught in 
Afia and Egypt the language add learning of o/aic^ 

andria. 
'* The modern guides who lead me to the knowledge of the Pla- pf °[i^ 
tonic fyftem arc, Cudworth (Intellcftual Syftcm, p. 568— 620. )> 
Bafnage (Hift. iks Juifs, 1. iv. c. iv. p. 53— 86.)» Le Clerc (Epift. 
Ciit. vii. p. 194—409.), and Brucker (Hift. Philofoph. torn. i. 
p. 675—706.). As the learning of tliefc writers was equal, and 
their intention different, an inquifitive obferver may derive inftru^ioQ 
from their difjputes^ and certainty from their agreement. 

Greece! 
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CHAP. Greece ; and the theological fyftem of Plato was 
^ -^ L^ taught, with lefs refcrve, and perhaps with fomc 
improvements, in the celebrated fchool of Alex- 
andria **. A numerous colony of Jews had been 
invited, by the favour of the Ptolemies, to fettle 
in their new capital '*. While the bulk of the 
nation praftifed the legal ceremonies, and purfued 
the lucrative occupations of commerce, a few 
Hebrews, of a more liberal fpirit, devoted their 
lives to religious and philofophical contempla- 
tion '^ They cultivated with diligence, and em- 
braced with ardour, the theological fyftem of the 
Athenian fage. But their national pride would 
have been mortified by a fair confelTion of their 
former poverty : and they boldly marked, as the 
facred inheritance of their anceftors, the gold and 
jewels which they had fo lately ftolen from their 
Before Egyptian matters. One hundred years before the 
birth of Chrift, a philofophical treatife, which 
manifeftly betrays the ftile and fentiments of the 
fchool of Plato, was produced by the Alexandrian 
Jews, and unanimoufly received as a genuine and 
valuable relic of the infpired Wifdom of Solo- 
mon '^ A fimilar union of the Mofaic faith, and 

the 

^} Briickcr, Hift. Philofoph. torn. i. p. 1349— 1357» The 
Alexandrian fchool is celebrated by Strabo (1. xvii.) and Ammianus 
(xxii. 6.). 

«4 Jofeph. Antjquitat. h xij. c. i. 3. Bafnage, Hift. des Juifs, 
I. vii. c. 7. 

>s For the origin of the Jewifli philofophy, fpe Eufebius, Pr8Cpara|t. 
Evangel, viii. 9, 10. According to Philo, the Thej-apeutae fhidicd 
philofophy j and Bi*uck.er has proved (Hift. Philofoph. tpra. ii* 
p. jSjOj that they gave the preference to that of Plato. 

'6 Sec Calmet, Diffeitations fur la Bible, torn, ii. p. 177, The 
took of tl;e Wifdom of Solomon \vas received by many of the fathers 

as 
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the Grecian philofophy, diftinguifhcs the works ^ ^^ ^' 
of Philo, which were compofed, for the moft v-i.-v- ■,j> 
part, under the reign of Auguftus*^. The 
material foul of the univerfe '* might offend the 
piety of the Hebrews : but they applied the cha- 
rafter of the Locos to the Jehovah of Mofes and 
the patriarchs ; and the Son of God was introduced 
upon earth under a vifible, and even human 
appearance, to perform thofe familiar offices which 
fcem incompatible with the nature and attributes 
of the Univcrfal Caufc '^ 

The eloquence of Plato, the name of Solomon, Revealed 
the authority of the fchool of Alexandria, and the Aplftle 

St. John> 

as the work of that monarch 5 and although reje^e J by the Protcft- ' ' ^'* 
ants for want of a Hebrew original, it has obtained, with the reft of 
the Vulgate, the fanflion of the council of Trent. 

'7 The Platonifm of Philo, which was famous to a proverb, is 
proved beyond a doubt by LeClerc (Epift. Crit. viii. p. an — »28.), 
Bafnage (Hift. des Juifs, 1. iv. c. 5.) has clearly afcertained, that 
the theological works of Philo were compofed before the death, and 
moft probably before the birth, of Chrift. In fuch a time of dark* 
nefs, the knowledge of Philo is more aftonifhing than his errors* 
Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. i. p. ix. 

'' Mens agitat molem, et magno fe corporl mifcet. 
Befides this material foul, Cudworth has difcovered (p. 562.} in 
Amelius, Porphyry, Plotinus, and, as he thinks, in Plato himfelf, 
a fuperior, fpiritual, upercofmian foul of the univerfe. But this double 
foul is exploded by Brucker, Bafnage, and Le Clerc, as an idle fancy 
of the latter Platonifts. 

>9 Petav. Dogmata Theologica, torn. li. 1. viii. c. 2. p. 7^)1* 
Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. 1. p, 8. 13. This notion, till it 
was abufcd by the Arians, was freely adopted in the Chriftian theo- 
logy. TertuUian (adv. Praxeam, c. 16.) has a remarkable and 
dangerous paffage. After contrafting, with indifcreet wit, the na- 
ture of God, and the anions of Jehovah, he concludes : Scilicet ut 
hnec de filio Dei non credenda fuifle, H non fcripU effent j fortaffc, 
Hon credenda de Patre licet fcripta, 

confent 
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CHAP, confent of the Tews and Greeks, were infufficienC 
'^ to eftablifli the truth of a myfterious doftrine, 
which might pleafe, but could not fatisfy, a ra- 
tional mind. A prophet, or apoftle, infpired by 
the Deity, can alone exercife a lawful dominion 
over the faith of mankind j and the theology of 
Plato might have been for ever confounded with 
the philofdphical vifions of the Academy, the 
Porch, and the Lycasum, if the name and divine 
attributes of the Logos had not been confirnied by 
the celeftial pen of thelaft and moft fublime of the 
'Evangelifts*°. The Chriftian Revelation, which 
was confgmmated under the name of Nerva, dif- 
clofed to the world the amazing fecret, that the 
Logos, who was with God from the beginning, 
and was God, who had made all things, and for 
whom all things had been made, was incarnate in 
the perfon of Jefus of Nazareth j who had bceh 
born of a virgin, and fufFered death on the crofs. 
Befides the general defign of fixing on a perpetual 
bafis the divine honours of Chrift,'the moft ancient 
and refpeclablc of the ecclefiaftical writers have 
afcribed to the evangelic theologian, a particular' 
intention to confute two oppofite herefies, which 
difturbed the peace of the primitive church ". 

-o The Platonifts admired the beginning of the Gofpel of St» 
John, as containing an exaft tranfciipt of their own principles. Au* 
guftin. de Civitat. Dei, x. 29. Amelius apud Cyril, adverf. Julian. 
1. viii. p. 283. But in the third and fourth centuries, the Platonift» 
of Alexandria might improve their Trinity, by the fecret ftudy of the 
Chriftian theology. 

*' SeeBeaufobre Hift. Critique du Manicheifme, torn. i. p. 377* 
The Gofpel according to St. John is fuppofed to have been pubiifiied 
about fcventy years aft^r the death of Chiift. 

I. The 
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I. The faith of the Ebionitcs ", perhaps of the C h^P- 
Nazarenes *', was grofs and imperfeft. They 



w^ 



revered Jcfus as the greateft of the prophets, Jbi^nites 
endowed with fupernatural virtue and power. andDo- 
They afcribed to his perfon and to his future reign 
all the prediftions of the Hebrew oracles which 
relate to the fpiritual and everlafting kingdom of 
the promifcd Mefliah**. Some of them might 
confefs that he was born of a virgin ; but they ' 
obftinately reje<Sed the preceding exiftence and 
divine perfcftions of the Logos, or Son of God, 
which are fo clearly defined in the Gofpel of St. 
John. About fifty years afterwards, the Ebionites, 
whofe errors are mentioned by Juftin Martyr with 
Icfs feverity than they feem to deferve*', formed a 
very inconfiderable portion of the Chriftian name. 
II. The Gnoftics, who were diftinguifhed by the 
epithet of Docetes, deviated into the contrary ex- 
treme 5 and betrayed the human, while they 

** The fentlments of the Ebionites are fairly ftated by Mo/heim 
(p* 33>') and Le Clerc (Hift. Ecclef. p. 535. )• The Clementines, 
publifhed among the apoftolical fathers, are attributed by the critics 
to one of thefe feflaries. 

*J Staunch polemics, like Bull (Judicium Ecclef. Cathol. c. 2. J, 
infift on the orthodoxy of the Nazarenes 5 which appeai-s his pure 
and certain in the eyes of Mofbeim (p. 330.). 
. *4 The humble condition and fuffeiings of Jefus have- always 
Veen a ftumbling-.block. to the Jews. ** Deus . . . contrariis colori- 
** bus Mefliamdepinxerat J futurus erat Rex, Judex, Paftor," fee- 
See Limborch et Orobio Arnica Collat. p. 8. 19. 53—76. 192—234.. 
But this obje£Uon has obliged the belteviirg Chriftians to lift up their 
eyes to a fpiritual and everlafting kingdom. 

*5 Juftin Martyr, Dialog, cum Tryphonte, p. 14.3, 144. See Le 
Clerc, Hift. Ecclef. p. 615. Bull, and his editor Grabe (Judicium 
Ecolcf, Catbol. c. 7. and Appendix), attempt to diftort either th« 
fentiments x>r the words of Juftin 5 but their violent corrc^on of the 
text is rejeAed even by the B^nedi^ne editors. 

2 aflerted 
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CHAP, aflcrtcd the divine, nature of Chrift. Educated 

C y-l^ in the fchool of Plato, accuftomcd to the fublinnc 

idea of the LogoSy they readily conceived that the 
brighteft jEon^ or Emanation o( iht Deity, might 
afiunne the outward fhape and vifible appearances 
of a mortal ^^; but they vainly pretended, that the 
imperfeftions of matter are incompatible with the 
purity of a celeftial fubilancc. While the blood 
of Chrift yet fmoked on Mount Calvary^ the 
Docetes invented the impious and extravagant 
hypothefis, that, inftead of iffuingfrom the womb 
of the Virgin*', he had defcended on the banks 
of the Jordan in the form of perfecfl manhood ; 
that. he had impofcd on the fenfes of his enemies, 
and of 'his difciples j and that the minifters of 
Pilate had wafted their impotent rage on an airy 
phantom, y/ho feemed to expire on thecrofs, and, 
after three days, to rife from the dead **. 
Myftcrious The divine fandlioh, which the Apoftle had 
the Tri^^ beftowed on the fundamental principle of the 



»ity. 



*^ The Allans reproached the orthodox party with borrowing their 
Trinity from the Valentinians and Marcionites. See Beaufobre, 
Hift. d-u Manicheifme, 1. iii. c. 5. 7. 

*7 Non dignum eft ex utero credere Deum, ct Denm Chriftam 
• • • . non dignum eft ut tanta majeftas per fordes et fqnalores mulie-* 
ris tranfire credatui^ The Gnoftics aflerted the impurity of matter, 
and of marriage; and they were fcandalized by the grofs intcrpi*eta- 
tions of the fathers, and even of Auguftin himfelf. See Beaufobre, 
torn. ii. p. 523. ■ 

^^ Apoftolis adhuc in fsculo fuperftitibns apud Judaeam Chrifti 
fanguine recente, et pbantafma corpus Domini aflefebatur. Cote- 
lerius thinks (Patres Apoftol. tom. ii. p. 24.) that thofc who will not 
allow the Docetet to have arifen In the time of the Apoftles, may with 
equal reafon deny that the fun fhines at noon-day« Thefe Docaet^ 
who formed the rooft confiderable party among the Gnoftfcs, were &i 
called, becaufe they granted only a fiming body to Chrift. 

theology 
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theology of Plato, encouraged the learned profc- ^ S^^^* 
lytes of the fecond and third centuries to adniire 
and ftudy the writings of the Athenian fage> who 
had thus marvelloufly anticipated one of the mod 
furprifing difcoverics of the Chriftian revelation* 
The refpeftable name of Plato Was ufed by the 
orthodox % and abufed by the heretics ^% as the 
common fupport of truth and error t the authority 
of his fkilful commentators, and the fcience of 
dialectics, were employed to juftify the remote 
confcqucnces of his opinions -, and to fupply the 
difcreet filence of the infpired writers. The fame 
fubtle and profound queftions concerning the 
nature, the generation, the diftinftion, and the 
equality of the three divine perfons of the myfte- 
^ious Triad, or Trinity ", were agitated in the 
philofophical, and in the Chriftian, fchools of 
Alexandria* An eager fpirit of curiofity urged 

*9 Some proofs of the refpcft which the Chriftians entertained fat 
fhe perfon and doflrine of Plato, may be found in De la Mothe le 
Vayer, torn. v. p. 135, &c. edit, 17575 and Bafnage, Hift. det 
}uifs, torn. iv. p. .19. y^f &c. 

30 Doleo bona fhle^ Pfatonem omnium haereticoiitim condimen- 
tarium fa^um. TeituUian. de Anima, c. 23 » Pctarius (Dogm« 
Theolog. tom. iii. prolcg. 1.) fhev^s that this was a general com- 
plaint. BeaUfobre (tom. i. 1. iii. c. 9, to.) has deduced the 
Gnoftic errors from Platonic principles 5 and as, in the fchool of 
Alexandria, thofe principles were blended with the Oriental philo- 
Ibphy (Brucker, tom. i. p. 1356*), the fentiment of Beaufobre may 
be reconciled .with the opinion of Moiheim (General Hiftoiy of the 
Church, vol. i, p. 37.). 

3» If Theophilus, bifhop of Antioch (fee Dupin, Bibliotheque 
Ecclcfiaftique, torn. i. p, 66.), Was the firft who employed the word 
Triad, Trinity, that abftra6l term, which was already familiar to the 
Ichools of philofophy, myft have been introduced into the theology 
of the Chriftian s after the middle of the fecond century. 

Vol. III. Y them 
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^ y ^ ^' ^^^"^ ^^ explore the fecrets of the abyCi ; and the 
c-^vf ^» pride of the profeffors, and of their difciples, was 
fatisfied with the fcicnce of words. But the moft 
fagacious of the Chriftian theologians, the great 
Athanafius himfelf, has candidly confeflcd^*, that 
whenever he forced his underftanding to meditate 
on the divinity of the LogoSy his toilfome and un- 
availing efforts recoiled on themfelves ; that the 
more he thought, the lefs he comprehended; and 
the more he wrote, tHe lefs capable was he of ex- 
preffinghis thoughts. In every ftepof the enquiry, 
we are compelled to feel and acknowledge the 
imhneafurable difproportion between the fize of 
the objeft and the capacity of the human mind. 
We may flrive to abftracl the notions of time, of 
fpace, and of matter, which fo clofely adhere to 
all the perceptions of our experimental knowledge. 
But as foon as we prefume to reafon of infinite 
fubftance, of fpiritual generation ; as often as we 
deduce any pofitive conclufions from a negative 
idea, we are involved in darknefs, perplexity, and 
inevitable contradiftion. As thefe difficulties arifc 
from the nature of the fubjeft, they opprefs, with 
the fame infuperable weight, the philofophic and 
the theological difputant ; but we may obferve 
two eflential and peculiar circumftances, which 
difcriminated the doctrines of the Catholic church 
from the opinions of the Platonic fchool. 
^eaiof the L A chofcn focicty of philofophers, men of a. 
liberal education and curious difpofition, might 

3i AthanaCus, torn. i. p. 808. His expreffions have an uncom- 
mon energy ; and as he was writing to Monks, there could not be, 
any occafion for him to affcB a rational language. 

§ ' filcntly 
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feiently rheditaie/and temperately difcufs, in the xxi. * 
gardens of Athens or the library of Alexandria, u> y * > 
the abftrufe queftions . of nmetaphyfical iciencc* 
The lofty fpeculations, which neither convinced 
the underftanding, nor agitated the paflions, of 
the Platonifts themfelves, were carelefsly over-^ 
looked by the idle, the bufy, and even the ftudioua 
part of mankind ". But after the Logos had been 
revealed as the facred object of the faith, the 
hope, and the religious worfhip of the Chriftians i 
the myfteriousfyftem was embraced by a numerous 
and increafing multitude in every province of the 
Roman world. Thofe perfons who, from their 
age, or fex, or occupations, were the leaft qua* 
lifted to judge, who were the leaft exercifed in 
the habits of abftraft reafoning ; afpired to con- 
template the ceconomy of the Divine Nature J 
and it is the boaft of TcrtuUian ^*, that a Chriftian 
mechanic could readily anfwer fuch queftions as 
had perplexed the wifcft of the Grecian lages* 
Where the fubjeft lies fo far beyond our reach, the 
difference between the higheft and the loweft of 
human undcrftandings may indeed be calculated 
as infinitely fmall ; yet the degree of weakneft 
may perhaps be meafured by the degree of obfti- 
nacy and dogmatic confidence. Thefe fpecula- 

55 In a treatife, which profeffed to explain the opinions of the an- 
cient philofophers concerning the nature of the gods, we might ex- 
pert to difcover the theological Trinity of Plato. But Cicero very 
honeftly confeffed, that though he had tranflated the Tim-jeus, he 
could never underftand that myfterious dialogue^ See Hierchym* 
praef. ad 1. xii. in Ifaiam, torn. v. p. 154. 

J4 TertuUian. in Apolog. c. 46. See Bayle, Diftionnaire, au 
mot Simomde, His remarks on the prefumption of TertuIUan are 
iref^und and interefting. 

Y 2 fions. 
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CHAP, tions, inftcad of being treated as the amufcmcnt 
XXI. ^£ ^ vacant hour, became the moft ferious bufinefs 
of the prcfent, and the moft ufcful preparation for 
^ future, life. A theology, which it was incum- 
bent to believe, which it ^as impious to doubt, 
and which it might be dangerous, and even fatal, 
to miftake, became the familiar topic of private 
meditation and popular difcourfe. The cold in- 
difference of philofophy was inflamed by the fer- 
vent fpirit of devotion ; and even the metaphors 
of common language fuggefted the fallacious 
prejudices of fenfe and experience. ThcChriftians, 
who abhorred the grofs and impure generation of 
the Greek mythology ", were tempted to argue 
from the familiar analogy of the fili^rand paternal 
rciatibhs. The charaftcr of Sm feemed to imply 
a perpetual fubordination to the voluntary author 
of his exiftence^^i but as the aft of generation, 
in the moft fpiritual and abftraftcd fenfe, muft be 
fuppofed to tranfmit the properties of a common 
nature ^% they durft npt prefume to circumfcribc 

jy La^lantius, iv. 8. Yet the PMe, or Prolathy which the nioft 
orthodox divine* borrowed without fcniple from the Valcntinians, 
aud illtiftrated by the comparifons of a fountain wd fti^m, thcr 
lun and its ray$, &c. either meant nothing, or favoured a material 
idea of the divide generation. See Beaufobre, tom» i. 1. iii. c. 7, 

3<5 Many of the primitive writers have frankly confcffed, that the 
Son owed his being to the wi/Zof tlie Father. See Clarke's Scripture 
Trinity, p. 180—287, On the other hand, Athanafius and his' 
followers feem unwilling to grant what they are afraid to deny^ Thfc 
fchoolm^n extricate themfelves from this difficulty by the diftinflioi^ 
of a prtciding^nd a concomitant will. Petav. Dogm. Thcolog. torn. ii. 
1. vi. c. 8. p. 587—603. 

i-7 See Petav, Dognt* Theolog. torn, ii^ 1* ii» c« jo. p. 159* 

(he 
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the powers or the duration of the Son of an eternal ^^J^^' 

and omnipotent Father. Fourfcorc years after s^ ^- ■! 

the death of Chrift, the Chriftians of Bithynia de*- 
clared before the tribunal of Pliny, that they in.. • 

vokcd him as a god : and his divine honours have 
been perpetuated in every age and country, by the 
various fefts who -affume the name of his dif^ 
ciples *•. Their tender reverence for the memory 
of Chrift, and their horror for the profane worlhip 
of any created being, would \^vc engaged thenn 
to affert the equal and abfolute divinity of the 
LogoSi if their rapid afcent towards the throne of , 
heaven had not been imperceptibly checked by 
the appreheafion of violating the unity and fole 
fupremacy of the great Father of Chrift and of the 
Univerfe, The fufpenfc and fjuftuation prOf- 
duced in the minds of the Chriftians by chefe op- 
polite tendencies^ may be obferved in the writings 
of the theologians who flouriftied after the end of 
the apoftolic age, and before the origin of the 
Arian controverfy. Their fuffrage is claimed, 
with equal confide;nce, by the orthodox and by 
the heretical parties; and the moft inquifitive 
critics have fairly allowed, that if they had the 
good fortune of poffeffing the Catholic verity, 
they have delivered their conceptions in loofe, 

3' Camienqu^ Chnfto quafi Deo dicere fecum invicem. Pliiu 
Epift. X. 97. The fenfe of Dtus^ eio*, Eiobim, in the ancient Ian* 
guages, it critically examined by I^e Clerc (Ars Critica, p. 150-Ar 
156.)^ and the propriety of worshipping a rery excellent creature, 
is ably defended^ by the Socinian Emlyn (Traft», p. »9— 36* 

y 3 inaccurate. 
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CHAP, inaccurate, and fometimcs contradidlory Ian- 

,v— ^^— . guage^ 

Authority IJ. The dcvotion of individuals was the firft 
rturch. circumftancc which diftinguifhed the Chriftians 
from the Platonifts : the fccond was the authority 
of the church. The difciples of philofophy aflerted 
the rights of intelleftual freedom, and their re- 
fpefl for the fentiments of their teachers was a 
liberal and voluntary tribute, which they offered 
to fuperior reafon. But the Chriftians formed a 
pun)erous and difciplined fociety; and the jurif- 
idiftion of their laws and magiftrates was ftridly 
c^trcikd over the minds of the faithful. The 
Ipofi? wanderings of the imagination were gra- 
dually confined by creeds and confeflions ^° j the 
freedom of private judgment fubmitted to the 
public wifdom of fynods j the authority of a theo- 
logian was determined by his ecclefiaftical rank j 
and the epifcopal fucceflbrs of the apoftles inflifted 
the cenfures of the church on thofe who deviated 
fi-om the orthodox belief. But in an age of fc- 
Jigious controverfy, every aft of opprefflon adds 
new force to the elaftic vigour of the mind ; and 
the zeal or obftinacy of a fpiritual rebel was fome-i- 
tinies ftimulatcd by fccret motives of ambition or 

39 See Daille de Ufu Patrum, and Le Clerc, Bibliotheque Unir 
rerfelle, torn. x. p. 409. To arraign the faith of the Anti-Nicene 
fathers, was the objeft, or at Icaft has been thcefFeft, of the ftupen- 
dous work of Petavius on the Trinity (Dogm. Theolog. torn, ii.) j 
nor has the deep impreflion been erazed by the learned defence of 
BifliopBull. 

40 The moft ancient creeds were drawn up with the greateft lati- 
tude. See Bull (Judicium Ecclef. Cathol.), who tries to prevent 
^pifcopius from deriving any advantage from this obfervation. 

avarice^ 
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avarice. A metaphyfical argument became the ^ ^^ ^' 
caufe or pretence of political contcfts j the fiibtle- v^ .^ ^ 
ties of the Platonic fchool were uf<?d as the badges ^^^^^"•' 
of popular faftions, and the diftance which fepa- 
rated their refpeftive tenets was enlarged or mag- 
nified by the acrimony of difpute. As long as the 
dark herefies of Praxeas and Sabellius laboured to 
confound the Father with the 5^«*', the orthodox 
party might be excufed if they adhered more 
ftriftly and more earneflly to the dijlin^iony than 
to the equality of the divine perfons. But as foon 
as the heat of controverfy had fubfided, and the 
progrefs of the Sabellians was no longer an object 
of terror to the churches of Rome, of Africa, or of 
Egypt ; the tide of theological opinion began to 
flow with a gentle but fteady motion toward the 
contrary extreme 5 and the moft orthodox doftors 
allowed themfelves the ufe of the terms and defi- 
nitions which had been cenfured in the mouth of 
the fcclaries **. After the edift of toleration had 
reftored peace and leifure to the Chriftians, the 
Trinitarian controverfy was revived in the ancient 
feat of Platonifm, the learned, the opulent, the 
tumultuous city of Alexandria ; and the flame of 
religious difcord was rapidly communicated from 
the fchools, to thp clergy, the people, the pro- 

4-' The hercfiesof Praxen?, Sahellius,. &c. are accurately explain- 
ed by Mofheim (p. 415. hS 0—7(4..). Praxeas, who came to Rome 
about the end of the fccond century, deceived, for fome time, the 
fimpHclty of the tifhop, and was confuted by the pen of the angry 
Tertullian. 

4* Socrates acknowledges, that the herefy of Arius proceeded 
from his lb org defiie to embrace an opinion the moft diametrically 
oppofite to that of Sabellius. 

Y 4 vines. 
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CHAP, vincc, and tbc Eaft. The abftruft qucftion of 
i^-^-,'_^ the eternity of the Logos was agitated in ccclefiaftic 
conferences, and popular fcrnions j and the hete^ 
Arim, rodox opinions of Arius *^ were foon made public 
by his own zeal, and by that of his adverfaries. 
His moft implacable adverfaries have acknow- 
ledged the learning and blamelefs life of tha^ 
eminent prefbyter j who, in a former eleftion, had 
declared, and perhaps generoufly declined, his 
pretenfions to the epifcopal throne **. His com- 
petitor Alexander aflumed the office of his judge. 
The important caufe was argued before him ; and 
if at firft he feemed to hefitate, he at lengtfr pro- 
nounced his final fentence, as an abfolute rule of 
faith ^^ The undaunted prefbyter, who prefumed 
to refift the authority of his angry biftiop, was 
Icparated from the communion of the church. 
But the pride of Arius was, fupported by the 
ipplaufe of a numerous party. He reckoned 
>mong his imniediate followers two bifhops of 

43 The figure aQ4 manners of Arius, the charafler and numberi 
cf his firft pfofelytes, aie painted in very lively colours by. £pipha-r 
nius (torn. i. Haeref. Ixix. 3. p. 729.); and v<re cannot but regret 
that he fhould foon forget the hiftorian, to afltime the taik of con* 
troverfy. 
, 44 See Philoftorgius (1. i. c. 3.), and Godefroy's ample Com- 

mcntary. Yet the credibility of Philoftorgius is leflened, in the eyet 
of the orthodox, by his Arianifm ; and in thofe of ^"ational critics, by 
Bis pafllon, his prejudice, and his ignorance. 

45 Sozomen (1. i. c. 15.) i-eprefents Alexander as indifferent, 
and even ignorant, in the beginning of the controverfy 5 while So- 
crates (1. i. c. 5.) afcribes the origin of the difpute to the vaia 
curiofity of his theological fpeculations. Dr. Jortin (Remarks on 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 178.) has cenfured, with his ufual 
freedom, the con^yd^ pf Alexander : wfoj fym if^irTiTai • • . « 

Egypt* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 329 

Egypt, fcvcn prcfbytcrs, twelve deacons, and ^ 5 ^ ^* 
(what nnay appear alnnoft incredible) feven huh* i.p,rv-^ 
dred virgins. A large majority of the bilhops of 
Afia appeared to fupport or favour his caufej 
4nd their meafures were conducted by Eufebius 
of Caefarea, the moft learned of the Chriftian pre-^ 
lates; and by Eufebius of Niconnedia, who had 
acquired the reputation of a ftatefaian without 
forfeiting that of a faint. Synods in Paleftine 
ijnd Bithynia were oppofed to the fynods of Egypt, 
The attention of the prince and people was at- 
iraftcd by this theological difpute; and the deci- 
fion, at the end of fix years *^, was referred to the A.D. 31S 
Ajpreoic authority of the general council of Nice. 

When the myfteries of the Chriftian faith were Three fyf- 
dangeroufly expofed to public debate, it might TriniV * 
be obfcrved, that the human underftanding was 
capable of forming three diftinft, though imper- 
fcd, fyftems, concerning the nature o1f the Divine 
Trinity J and it was pronounced, that none of 
thcfe fyftems, in a pure and abfolute fenfe, were 
exempt from herefy and error *^. I. According Arlanifm. 
to the firft hypothefis, which was maintained by 
Arius and his difciples, the L$^^ was a depend*' 

^ 45 The flames of Arianifra might bum for fome time, in fecret j 
but there is reafon to believe that they burft out with violence as 
early as the year 319. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef* torn. vi. jp* 

774-780. 

47 Quid credidit ? Certe, §ut tria nomipa audiens tres Deos efle 
<;redidit, et idololatra eifeftus eft j airrintribus vocabulis trinomincm 
(redens Deum, in Sabellii haerefim incurrit $ ^ut cdo6\us ab Ariani* 
unum tUSt verum Deum Paticni, filiura et fpiritum fanflum credidit 
crcaturas. Aut extia haec quid credere potuerit nefcio. Hieronym* 
9dv. Luciferianos. Jerom referves for the iaft the oftl^odox fyftem, 
frbidi is moK coinplicftte4 ^d diAcull* 

>$ cut 
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c HA P. cnt and fpontancous produftion, created from 
nothing by the will of the Father. The Son, by 
whom all things were made*% had been begotten 
before all worlds, and the longeft of the aftrono- 
mical periods cpuld be compared only as a fleet- 
ing moment to the extent of his duration ; yet 
this duration was not infinite *% and there bad 
been a time which preceded the ineffable genera- 
tion of the Logos. On this only begotten Son the 
Almighty Father had transfufed his ample fpirit^ 
and impreflTed the effulgence of his glory. Vifiblc 
image of invifible perfeftion, he faw, at an im- 
meafurable diftance beneath his feet, the thrones 
of the brighteft archangels: yet he Ihone only 
with a refledled light, and, like the fons of the 
.Roman emperors, who were invefted with the 
titles of Csefar or Augufti^s ^% he governed the 
univerfe in obedience to the will of his Father and 

TritheifHft. Monarch. IL In the fccond hypothefis, iht Logos 
pofTefTed all the inherent, incommunicable per- 
fections, which religion and philofophy appro- 
priate to the Supreme God. Three diftinft and 
infinite minds or fubftances, three co-equal and 
co-eternal beings, compofed the Divine Effence^*; 

and 

4* As the doftrine of abfolutc creation from nothing, was gradually 
introduced among the Chriftians (Beaufobre, torn. ii. p. 165 — aisOt 
the dignity of the workman very naturally rofe with that of the work. 
' 49 The metaphyfics of Dr. Clarke (Scripture Trinity, p. ayfi— 
»*o,) could digcft an eternal generation from an infinite caufe. 

50 This prophane and abfurd fimile is employed by feveral of the 
^mitive fathers, particulaily by Athenagoras,in his Apology to 
the empeior Marcus and his fon ; and it is alleged, without cenfure, 
by Bull himfelf. See Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. iii. c. 5. N«> 4. 

5' See Cudworth*s Intelle£lual Syftem, p. 5,59. 579. This dan- 
gerous hypothcfis was countenanced by the two Cregorics, of Nyfla 

and 
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and it would have implied contradidion, that any ^ ^^ P- 
of them (hould not have exifted^ or that they y^, -^— ,^ 
Ihpuld ever ceafe to cxift '*. The advocates of a 
fyftem which feemed to eftablifh three independent 
Peities, attempted to preferve the unity of the 
Firft Caufe, fo confpicuous in the defign and 
order of the world, by the perpetual concord of 
their adminiftration, and the effential agreement 
of their will. A faint refemblance of this unity 
of aftion may be difcovered in the focieties of 
men, and even of animals. The caufcs which 
difturb their harmony proceed only from the im- 
perfc6tion and inequality of their faculties : but 
the omnipotence which is guided by infinite wif- 
dom and goodncfs, cannot fail of chufingthe fame 
means for the accomplilhment of the fame ends. 
III. Three Beings, who, by the felf-derived Sabcillaa- 
ncceflity of their exiftence, pojQTefs all the divine * ""' 
attributes in the moft perfeft degree ; who arc 
eternal in duration, infinite in fpace, and inti- 
mately prefent to each other, and to the whole 
univerfe ; irrefiftibly force themfelves on the afto- 
niihed mind, as one and the fame Being ", who, 
in the oeconomy of grace, as well as in that of 

and Nazianzcn, by Cyril of Alexandria, John of Damafcus, &c. 

See Cud worth, p. 603. Lc Clerc, Bibliotheque Pniverfelle, torn. ; 

xviii. p. 97 — 105. 

5* Auguftin feeras to envy the freedom of the philofophers. 
Liberis verbis loquiintur philofophi .... Nts autem non dicimu$ 
duo vel tria principia, duos vcl tres Deos. De Civitat. Dei, x. 23. 

S3 Boetius, who was deeply verfed in the philofophy of Plato and^ 
Ariftotle, explains the unity of the Trinity by the in-differena of the 
three perfons. See the judicious remarks of Le Clerc, Bibliothcqu© 
Choifie, torn. xvi. p. 225, &c, 

nature^ 
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^fiAP. nature, may manifeft himfclf un^cr ditferWit 
' l i> CMy— ^ forms, and be confidered under different afpcfts. 
By this hypothefis, a real fubftantial Trinity is 
refined into a trinity of names, and abftraft modi- 
fications, that fubfifl only in the mind which 
conceives thenni. The Logos is no longer a per* 
Ion, but an attribute ; and it is only in a figurative 
fenfe, that the epithet of Son can be applied to 
. the eternal reafon which was with God frqni the 
beginning, and by wbicb, not hy whom, all things 
were made. The incarnation of the Logos is re- 
duced to a mere infpiration of the Divine Wifdom, 
which filled the foul, and direfted all the aftions 
of tfie man Jefus. Thus, after revolving round 
the theological circle, we are furprifed to find 
that the Sabellian jends where the Ebionite had 
begun ; and that the incomprehenfible myftery 
which excites our adoration, eludes our en- 
quiry '\ 
Council ^ If the bifbops of the council of Nice " had 
A.D. 325. been permitted to follow the unbiaffcd didates 

54r If the SabeUIans were ftartkd at this conclufion^ they were 
driven down another pr«cipipe into the confeflion| that the Fa^er was 
born of a virgin, that he had fufFcred on the crofs ^ and thus dcfcnred 
the odious epithet of Patri-pajpans, with which they were brande4 
by their adverfaries. See the inve6lives of TertuUian againft Praxeas, 
and the temperate refle£lions of Moiheim (p. 423. 681) j and Beau> 
fobre, torn. i. 1, iii. c. 6. p. 533, 

SS The tranf»5lions of the council of Nice are related by th^ 
ancients, not only in a partial, but in a very imperfeft, manner. 
Such a picture as Fra-Paolo would have drawn, can never be 
recovered j but fuch rude fketches as have been traced by the pencil 
of bigotry, and that of reafon, may be feen in Tillembnt (Mem. 
Ecc'lef. torn. vi. p. 669—759.) and in Le Clerc (Bibliothetjue 
Univerfelle, torn, x. p. 4-35— 4-54-)* 

, of 
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of their cdnfcicnce, Arius and his aflbci^ttcp could .^xxi ^^ 
fcarcety haye flattered themfelvcs with the hqpe^ y-^^-^ 
of obtaining a rpajority of yotes>, in favour of ai;i 
hypothefis fo direftly adverfe to the two mo^ 
popular opinions of the Catholic world. Thp 
Arians foon perceived the danger of their fitui^^ 
;ion, and prudently aflumcd tl^ofe modeft virtues^ 
which, in the fury of civil and religious diflen- 
tions, are feldom praftifcd, or even praifed, 
except by the weaker party. They recommended 
the exercife of Chriftian charity and moderation f 
urged the incomprehenfiblc nature of the contro-r 
verfy ; difclaimed the ufe of any terms or defini- 
tions which could not be found in the fcriptures^ 
and offered, by very, liberal conceflions, to fatisfy 
theinadverfarics, without renouncing the integrity 
of their own principles. The viftorious faftiori 
received all their propofals With haughty fufpicioni 
and anxioufly fought for fome irreconcileablc marlc 
of diftinftiort,, the rejedion of which might in- 
volve the Arians in the guilt and iconfequences of 
hcrefy. A letter was publicly read, and* ignonii- 
nioufly torn, in which their patron, Eufebiu^ of 
Nicomedia, ingenuoufly corifefled, that the ad- 
miflion of the Homoousion, or Confubftantial^ ^JoJfion. 
a word already familiar to the Platonifts, was in- 
compatible with the principles of their theological 
fyftcm. The fortunate opportunity was eagerly 
embraced by, the bilhops, who governed the refo-r 
lutions of the fynod ; "and according to the lively 
expreffion of Ambrofe '% they ufed the fword^ 

which 

5* We are indebted to Ambrofe (de Fide, 1. lii. cap. ult.) for thtf 
knowledge cf this curious anecdote* Hoc verbum pofuerunt Patres, 

quod 
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CHAP, which hcrcfy itfelf had drawn from the fcabbard^ 
to cut off the head of the hated monfter. The 
confubftantiality of the Father and the Son was 
clhblifhed by the council of Nice, and has been: 
uiianindoufly received as a fundartiental article of 
the Chriftian faith, by the confent of the Greek, 
thre Latin, the Oriental, and the Protcftant 
churches. But if the fame word had not fervcd 
to ftigmatize the heretics, and to unite the Catho- 
lics,, it would have been inadequate to the purpbfc 
of the majority, by whom it was introduced into 
the orthodox creed. This majority was divided 
into two parties, diftinguilhcd by a contrary ten- 
dency to the fentiments of the Tritheifts and of 
the Sabellians. But as thofe opppfite extremes 
feemed to overthrow the foundations either of 
natural, or revealed, religion, they mutually 
agreed to qualify the rigour of their principles : 
and to difavow the juft, but invidious, confe- 
quences, which might be urged by their an- 
tagonifts. The intereft of the common caufe 
inclined them to join their numbers, and to con- 
ceal their differences; their animofity was foftened 
by the healing counfels of toleration, and their 
difputes were fufpended by the ufe of the myfte^ 
rious Homooufiony which either party was free to 
interpret according to their peculiar tenets. The 
Sabellian fenfe, which, about fifty years before, 
had obliged the council of Antioch " to prohibit 

^uod viderunt adverfaiiis effe formidini 5 ut tanquam cvaglnato ab 
ipfi» gladio, ipfum nefandse caput heraefeos amputarent. 

f7 See Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. fca. ii. c. i. p., z^-^id. He 
thinks it his duty to reconcile two orthodox fynods, 

this 
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this celebrated term, had endeared it to thofe ^ ^^ ^*' 
theologians who entertained a fecrct but partial 
affcftion for a nominal Trinity. But the more 
fafliionable faints of the Arian times, the intrepid 
Athanafius, the learned Gregory Nazianzen, and 
the other pillars of the church, who fupported with 
ability and fuccefs the Nicene doftrine, appeared 
to confider the expreflion offuiftance, as if it had 
been fynonimous with that of miure j and they 
ventured to illuftrate their meaning, by affirming 
that three men, as they belong to the fame com- 
ition fpecies, are confubftantial or homooufian to 
each other ^', This pure and diftinft equality 
was tempered, on the one hand, by the internal 
connexion, and fpiritual penetration, which in- 
diffolubly unites the divine perfons "; and on th« 
other, by the pre-eminence of the Father, which 
was acknowledged as far as it is compatible with 
the independence of the Son*^°. Within thcfe 
limits the almoft invifible and tremulous ball of 
orthodoxy was allowed fecurely to vibrate. On 
either fide, beyond this confccrated ground, the 

58 According to Ariftotle, the ftars were Homooufian to each 
other. ** That Homooufius means of one fubftance in kind, hath beea 
*« fhewn by Petavius, Curcellaeus, Cudworth, Le Clerc, &c, and to 
* prove it, would be aSium agertJ"^ • This is the juft remark of 
Dr. Jortin (vol. ii. p. 212.), who examines the Arian controvcrfy 
with learning, candour, and ingenuity. 

59 See Petavius (Dogm. Theolog. torn. ii. 1. iv. c. 16. p. 453, &c.), 
Cudworth (p. 559.)* Bull (fe^. iv. p. 285— 290. edit. Grab.). The 
9rf(iX«i*)''<c, or circumincej/io, is perhaps the deepeft and daiktil comer 
of the whole theological abyfs. 

60 The third feaion of Bull's Defence of the Nicene Faith, which 
fome of his antagonifts have called nonfenfe, and others hercfy, i$ 
«onfecratcd to the fupreraacy of the Father. 

heretics 
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c H A P^ heretics and the dsemons lurked in ambufh td 

"XXJ 

\^r^^-_j furprife and devour the unhappy wanderer. But 
ts the degrees of theological hatred depend on the 
fpirit of the war, rather^ than on the importance 
of the controvcrfy, the heretics who degraded^ 
were treated with more feverity than thofe whp 
minihilated, the pcrfon of the Son. The life of 
Athanafius was confumed in irreconcileable op- 
pofition to the impious madntfs of the Arians *' i 
but he defended above twenty years the Sabel- 
lianifmof Marcellus of Ancyra ; and when at laft 
he was compelled to withdraw himfelf from his 
communion, he continued to mention, with an 
^mbiguous fmile, the venial errors of his refpec* 
table friend ^\ 
Arian The authority of a general council, to which 

citcds. |.j^e Arians themfelves had been compelled to fub* 
mit> infer i bed on the banners of the orthodox 
party the myfterious charaftcrs of the word 
« Homaoufiony which effentialjy contributed, not- 
ivithftapding fome obfcure difputes, fome noftur- 
nal combats, to maintain and perpetuate the 
uniformity of faith, or at leaft of language. The 
Gonfubftantialifts, who by their fucccfs have dc* 
ferved and obtained the title of Catholics, gloried 
in the limplicity and fieadinefs of their own creed, 

6< The ordinary appellation with vyhlch Atbanafitis and hU 
fbilowers chqfe to conapliment the Arians, was th^t of Anomsnais. 

^* Epiphaniusy torn. i. Haercf. Ixxii. 4-. p. 837. Sec the adven- 
turea of Marcellus, in Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 880— • 
899). His work, in one book, of the unity of God, was anfwerect 
Ifi xhtibree books, which are ftill extant, of Eufebius. After a lon^ 
and caveful examination, Petavius (torn. ii« 1. i. c. 14. p. 78.) hte 
reluctantly pronounced the coildemnatiox) of Marqellus. 

and 
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and infulted the repeated variations of their adver- C ft A?» 
faries, who were deftitute of any certain rule of i_ ^ '^ 
faith. The fincerity or the cunning of the Arian 
chiefs, the fear of the laws or of the people, their 
reverence for Chrift, their hatred of Athanafius, 
all the caufes, human and divine, that influence 
and dirturb the counfels of a theological faftion, 
introduced among the feftaries a fpirit of difcord 
and inconftancy, which, in the courfe of a few 
years, ereded eighteen different models of reli- 
gion % and avenged the violated dignity of the 
church. The zealous Hilary ^*, who, from the 
peculiar hardfhips of his fituation, was inclined to 
extenuate rather than to aggravate the errors of , 
the Oriental clergy, declares, that in the wide 
extent of the ten provinces of Afia, to which he 
^had been banilhed, there could be found tery 
few prelates who had preferved the knowledge of 
the true God*^^ The oppreflion . which he had 
felt, the diforders of which he was the fpeftator 
and the viftim, appeafed, during a fhort interval, 

fiJ Athanafius, in his epiftle concerning the fynods of Seleucia and 
Rimini (torn. i. p. 886—905.), has given an ample lift of Arian 
creeds, which has been enlarged and improved by the labours of the 
indefatigable Tilleraont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 477.). 

64 Erafmus, with admirable fcnfe and freedom, has delineated the ^ 
juft charafter of Hilary. To revife his text, to compofe the annaU 
xof his life, and to juftify his fentiments and , conduct, is the province 
of the Benedi^line editors^ 

^s Abfque epifcopo Eleufio et paucis cum eo, ex majore pirte 
Afianae decem provinciae, inter quas confifto, vere D^m nefciunt* 
Atque utinam penitus nefcirent ! cum procliviore enim venil igno- 
i-arent quam obtreflarent. Hilar, de Synodis, five de Fide Orien- 
talium, c. 63. p. 1186. edit. Benedi£l. In the celebrated parallel 
between atheifm and fuperftition, the bi^op of Poitiers would have 
been furprifed in ^e philofophic fociety of Bayle and Plutaich. 

Vol. III. Z the 
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CHAP, the angry paflions of his foul ; and in the foUow- 
- ing paffage, of which I Ihall tranfcribe a few lines,, 

the bifhop of Poitiers unwarily deviates into the 
ftyle of a Chriftian philofopher, " It is a thing/' 
fays Hilary, *' equally deplorable and dangerous, 
** that there, are as many creeds as opinions amojig 
" men, as many do6lrines as inclinations, and as 
«* many fources of blafphemy as there are faults 
'^ among us ; becaufe we make creeds arbitrarily, 
*' and explain them as arbitrarily. The Homo- 
^* oufion is rejected, and received, and explained 
*< away by fuccefllve fynods. The partial or total 
** refemblance of the Father and of the Son, is a 
*^ fubjeft of difpute for thefe unhappy times, 
" Every year, nay every moon, we make new creeds 
*' to defcribe invifible myfteries. We repent of 
*^ what we have done, we defend thofe who repent, , 
*^ we anathematife thofe whom we defended. 
*' Wc condemn either the doftrine of others in 
" ourfelves, or o.ur own in that of others ; and 
*' reciprocally tearing one another to pieces, we 
*' have been the caufe of each other's ruin ^^** 
Arian It will not be expefted, it would not perhaps 

*• be endured, that I fliould fwell this theological 
digreflion, by a minute examination of the eighteen 
creeds, the authors of which, for the moft parr, 
difclaimed the odious name of their parent Arius. 
It is amufing enough to delineate the form, and 
to trace the Vegetation, of a Angular plant ; but 

^6 Hilarius ad Conftantlurn, I. ii. c. 4, 5. p. 1227, 1228. This 
remarkable paflage deferved the attention of Mr. Locke, who has 
tranfcrlbed it (vol. iii. p. 470.) into the model of his new common, 
place book. 

the 
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the tedious detail of leaves without flowers, and CHAP, 
of branches without fruit, would foon exhauft the 
patience, and difappoint the curiofity, of the 
laborious ftudent* One queftion which gradually 
arofe fronn the Arian controverfy, may however 
be noticed, as it ferved to produce and difcri- 
miijatp the three fefts, who were united only by 
their common averfion to the Homooufion of the 
Nicenefynod. i. If they were aflced, whether 
the Son was like unto the Father ; the queftion was 
refolutely anfwered in the negative, by the here- 
tics who adhered to the principles of Arius, or 
indeed to thofe of philofophy ; which feem to 
eftablifti an infinite difference between the Creator 
and the moft excellent of his creatures. This 
obvious confequence was maintained by ^tius % 
on whom the zeal of his adverfaries beftowed the 
furname of the Atheift. His reftlefs and afpiring 
fpirit urged him to try almoft every profeffion of 
human life. He was fucceflively a flave, or ac 
leaft a hufbandman, a travelling tinker, a gold- 
fmith, a phyfician, a fchoolmafter, a theologian, 
and at laft the apoftle of a new church, which was 
propagated by the abilities of his difciple Euno* 
mius *'• Armed with texts of fcripture, and with 

captious 

*7 In Philodorgius (1. iii. c« 15*) the chara^er and aclvetittlrcs of 
^tius appear fingular enough, though they arc carefully foftcncd*by 
the hand of a friend. The editor Godcfroy (p. is3.)> who was 
more attached to his principles than to his author, has coUe^ed the 
odious circumftances which his various adverfaiies have preferved or 
invented. 

68 According to the judgment of a man who refpeftcd both thofe 

fc^aries, j£tius had been endowed with a ftropger unde]:flanding, 

Z % aad 
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CHAP, captious fyllbgifms from the logic of Ariftotle,the 
fubtle ^tius had acquired the fame of an invin- 
cible difputant, whom it was impoffible either to 
filence or to convince. Such talents engaged the 
friendftiip of the Arian bifliops, till they were 
forced to renounce, and even to perfecute, a dan- 
gerous ally, who, by the accuracy of his reafoning, 
had prejudiced their caufe in the popular opinion, 
and offended the piety of their mod devoted fol* 
lowers. 2. The omnipotence of the Creatoi* 
fuggefted a fpecious and refpeftful folution of tht 
likenefs of the Father and the Son j and faith might 
humbly recei'i^ what reafon could not prefume to 
deny, that the Supreme God might communicate 
his infinite perfections, and create a being fimtlar 
only to himfelf *^ Thefe Arians were powerfully 
fupported by the weight and abilities of their 
leaders, who had fuccecded to the management 
of the Eufebian intereft, and who occupied the 
principal thrones of the Eaft. They detefted, 
perhaps with fome affeftation, the impiety of 
iEtiusj they profefTed to believe, either without 
rcferve, or according to the fcriptures, that the 
Son was different from all other creatures, and 
fimilar only to the Father. But they denied, that 

and Eimomius bad acquired more arf and learning (Philoftorgiiis, 
L viii. c. 1 8.)* The conftflibn and apology of Eunomiws (FabrichiSy 
Bibliot- Grace, torn. viii. p. 25B— 305.) is one of the few heretical 
pieces which bavc efcaped. 

^ Yet, according to the opinion of Eftrus and BaH (p. 297. )» 
there is one power, that of creation, which God cannot communicate 
to a creature. Eftius, who fo accurately defined the limits of Omni- 
potence, was a Dutchman by biitJi, and by trade a fchbiaftic divtnc, 
Dupin,3ibliot, Ecclcf. torn* xvii. p. 45. 

he 
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he was either of the fame, or of a fimilar fubftance 5 chap. 
fomctimes boldly juftifying their diflent, and fome- ^ -y-,'-^ 
times objecting to the ufe of the word fubftance, 
which feems to imply an adequate, or at leaft a 
diftinft, notion of the nature of the Deity, j. The 
feci which afferted the doftrine of a fimiUr fub- 
ftance, was the moft numerous, at leaft in the 
provinces of Afia i and when the leaders of both 
parties were afTembled in the council of Seleucia '% 
their opinion would have prevailed by a majority 
of one hundred and five to forty- three bilhops* 
The Greek word, which was chofcn to exprefs 
this myfterious rcfemblance, bears fo clofe an 
affinity to the orthodox fymbol, that the profane 
of every age have derided the furious contefts 
which the difference of a fingle diphthong excited 
between the Homooufians and the Homoioufians. 
As it frequently happens, that the founds and cha- 
rafters which approach the neareft to each other, 
accidentally reprefent the moft oppofite ideas, the 
obfervation would be itfelf ridiculous, if it were 
poffible to mark any real and fenfible diftinftion 
between the doftrine of the Semi-Arians, as they 
were improperly ftyied, and that of the Catholics 
theririfclves. The bifhop of Poitiers, who/m his 
Phrygian exile very wifely aimed at a coalition of 
parties, endeavours to prove that, by a pious and 
faithful interpretation ^', the Homoioujion may be 

reduced 

- 7© Sabinus (ap, Socrat. \, li. c. 39,) had copied the afts j Atha- 
naitus and Hilary have explained the divifions of this Arian fynod; 
the other circuxnftances which are relative to it are carefully collected 
by Baronius and Tillemont. 

T> Fideli et pirn intelligontill. • . D« Sjrnod. c. 77. p. ii93« In hit 

Qiort apologetical iigtC9 (firft publilhed by the BcnedifUncs horn a 

% S MS. 
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*^ H^ P. reduced to a confubftantial fenfc. Yet he confeffcs 
Ui' y ml that the word has a dark and fufpicious afpcft ; 
and, as if darkncfs were congenial to theological 
difputes, the Semi-Arians, who advanced to the 
doors of the church, afTailed them with the mofl: 
unrelenting fury. 
Faith of The provinces of E^ypt and Afia, which cul- 
cm or La- tivated the language and manners of the Greeks, 
unchurc . j^^j deeply imbibed the venom of the Arian con- 
troverfy. The familiar fludy of the Platonic 
fyftem, a vain and argumentative difpofition, a 
copious and flexible idiom, fupplied the clergy 
and people of the Eaft with an inexhauftible flow 
of words and diftindlions j and, in the mid ft of 
their fierce contentions, they eafily forgot the 
doubt which is recommended by philofophy, and 
the fubmiffion which is enjoined by religion. 
The inhabitants of the Weft were of a lefs inqui- 
fitive fpiritj their paflions were not fo forcibly 
moved by invifible objedls j their minds were lefs 
frequently exercifed by the habits of difpute ; and 
fuch was the happy ignorance of the Galljican 
church, that Hilary himfelf, above thirty years 
after the firft general council, was ilill a ftranger 
to the Nicene creed ^\ The Latins had received 

^S, of Chartrcs) he obferves, that heufcd this cautious expreiIioii| 
qui intclligerem ct impiam, p. 1206. Seep. 1146. Philoftorgiu8| 
who favv thofe obje6ls through a different mediuni> is inclined to for- 
get the difference of the important diphthong- See in particular 
viii. 17. and Godefroy, p. 352. 

7* TeftorDeum coeli atque ten'aemecum neutrum aiidiiTem, fempcr 
tamen utrumque feniifre. . . . Regeneratus pridem Sc in epifcopatu 
ftliquantifper manens fidem Nicenam nunquam nifi exfulaturus audivi. 
Hilar, de Synodis, c. xci. p. 1205. The Benediftines arc perfuadcd 
that he governed (he dioccfe of P^itjcrs fevcral years btfore his 
exilct , ^ ... 

^ . the 
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the rays of divine knowledge through the dark^^^^* 
and doubtful medium of a tranflation. The L--y-/ 
poverty and ftubbornnefs of their native tongue, 
was not always capable of affording juft equi- 
valents for the Greek terms, for the technical 
words of the Platonic philofophy ^', which had 
been confecrated by the gofpel or by the church, 
to exprefs the myfterics of the Chriftian faith 5 
and a verbal defeft might introduce into the Latia 
theology, a long train of error or perplexity ^\ 
But as the' weftern provincials had the good for- 
tune of deriving their religion from an orthodox 
fource, they preferved With fteadinefs the do6lrine 
which they had accepted with docility j and when 
the Arian peftilence approached their frontiers, 
they^ were fupplied with the feafonable pre- 
ftrvative of the Homooufion, by the paternal care * 

6( the Roman pontiff. Their fentiments and their council of 
temper were difplayed in the memorable fynod of ^^'Jj"*^ 
Rimini, which furpafTed in numbers the council 
of Nice, fince it was compofed of above four hun- 
dred bifhops of Italy, Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, ^ 
and Illyricum. Fronri the firfl debates it appeared, 
that only fourfcore prelates adhered to the party, 
though ihey affeded to anathematife the name and 
memory, of Arius, But this inferiority was com- 
penfated by the advantages of Ikill, of experience, 

73 Seneca (Epift. Ivili.) complains that even the ro oy of thePIa- 
tonifts (the ens of the bolder fchoolmen) could not be «xpreffed by a 
Latin noun. 

74 The preference which the fourth council of the Lateran at 
length gave to a numerical rather than a generical v^mxy (fee Petav« torn, 
li. 1. iv. c. 13. p. 424.) was favoured by the Latin language ^ Tfi«f 
fcems to excite the idea of fubftance, trimtai of qualities, 

Z 4 and 
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and of dHcipline ; and the miiiority was conduced 
by Valcns and Urfacius, two bifhops of Illyricum, 
who had fpent their lives in the intrigues of courts 
^nd councils, and who had been trained vnder the. 
^ufebian banner, in the religious, wars of tlie 
Eaft. By their arguments and negoeiations, they 
creibarraffed, they confounded, they at laft de- 
ceived, the honeft finnplicity of the Latin biihopsi 
who fufFcred the palladiuni of the faith to be ex- 
torted from their hands by fraud and innportunityji, 
rather than by open violence. The council of 
Rimini was not allowed to feparate, till the mem- 
bers had imprudently fubfcribcd a captious creed,^ 
in which fome expreffions, fufccptible of an herc-^ 
tical fenfe, were inferted in the room of the 
Homooufion. It was on this oceafion, thatj, 
3|CCording to Jcrom, the world was furprifed to 
find itfelf Arian ^'. But the bilhops of the Latin 
provinces had no fooner reached their refpedivq 
diocefcs, tham they difcovered their miftake, and 
repented of their weaknefs. The ignominioxis capi-i 
tulation was rejc<9:cd with difdain and abhorrence; 
and the Homooufian ftandard, which had been 
fliakcn but not overthrowa, was more firmly 
replanted in all the churches of the Weft ^*, 
Such was the rife and progrefs, and fuch were 
' the natural revolutions of thoie theological dif* 

7S Ijfgemuit totus orbis^ et Arlanum fe QfT^s miratus eft. Hieronym. 
adv. Lucifer, torn. i. p. 14.5. 

• 7* The ftory of the council of Rimini is very elegantly told by 
Sulpicius Severus (Hift. Sacra, L ii. p. 415—4^0. edit. Lugd. Bat. 
1647.), and by Jerom, in his dialogue againft the Luciferians. 
The d^fign of the latter is to apologize for the conduct of the Latin 
lHftops> who were deceived^ and who repented. 

3 ptitcs. 
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puces, which difturbed the peace of Chriftianity ^ S^^' 
under the reigns of Con (tan cine and of his fons« <i--y-Li 
But as thofe princes prefucncd to extend their 
4efpotifm over the faith, as well as over the lives 
aad fortunes, of their fubjefts j the weight of 
their fuffrage fometinf\€s inclined the ecclefiaftical 
balance : and the prerogatives of the King of 
Heaven were fettled, or changed, or modified, 
in tlie cabiaet of an earthly monarch. 

The unhappy fpirit of difcord which pervaded i"^'*- 
the provinces of the Eaft, interrupted the triumph Conftan- 
ofConftantiaci but the emperor continued for ^,0,33^, 
fpme time to view, with cool and carelefe indif- 
ference, the objedt of the difput«. As he was 
yet ignorant of the difficulty of appeafing the 
quarrels of theologians, he addrcflcd to the con- 
tending parties, to Alexander and to Arius, a mo- 
derating epiftle^i which may be alcribcd, wicht 
far greater rea(bn> to the untutored fenfe of afol- 
dier and ftatefman, than to the diftates of any of 
hisepifcopal counfellors, ' He attributes the origin 
of the whole controverfy to a trifling and fubtic 
cjueftion, concerning an incomprehenfibie point 
of the law, which was fooliflily afkcd by the bifhop, 
and imprudently refolvcd by the prefbyter. He 
laments that the Chriftian people, who had the 
fame God, the fame religion, and the fame wor- 
ship, ft^uld be divided by fuch inconfiderablc 

77 Eufebius, in Vit. Conftant. 1. ii. c. 64 — 72. The principles of 
toleration and religious indifference, contained in this epiftle, have 
given great offence to Baronius, Tillemont, &c. who fuppofe that the 
emperor had fome evil counfellor, either Satan or Eufebius, at hit 
elbow, See.Jortin*sRemarks,tom«ii*p. iSj. 

diftindtions i 
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CHAP, diftinftions ; and he fcrioufly recommends to the 
^ \ ' ^ clergy of Alexandria the example of the Greek 
philofophers J who could maintain their argu- 
ments without lofing their temper, and affert their 
freedom without violating their fricndlbip. The 
indifference and contempt of the fovereign would 
have been, perhaps, the moft effeftual method of 
filencing the difpute : if the popular current had 
been lefs rapid and impetuous ; and if Conftan- 
tine himfclf, in the midft of faftion and fanati- 
cifm, could have prefcrved the calm pofieflTion of 
his own mind. But his ecclefiaftical minifters 
foon contrived to feduce the impartiality of the 
magiftrate, and to awaken the zeal of the profc- 
Hi$ leal. lyte. He was provoked by the infults which had 
' been offered to his ftatues j he wasaiarmed by the 
real, :as well as the imaginary, magnitude of the 
fpredding mifchief j and he extinguilhed the hope 
of peace and toleration, from the moment that he 
affembled three hundred biftiops within the walls 
of the fame palace. The prefence of the monarch 
fwelled the importance of the debate; his atten- 
tion multiplied the arguments; and heexpofed 
his perfon with a patient intrepidity, which ani- 
mated, the valour of the combatants. Notwith- 
ftanding the applaufe which has been beftowedon 
the eloquence and fagacity of Conftantine '' ; a 
Roman general, whole religion might be ftill a 
fubjeft of doubt, and whofe mind had not been 
enlightened either by ftudy or by infpiration, was 
indifferently qualified to difcufs, in the Greek 

78 Euftbius, in Vit. Cx)nilantin. 1. iii. c. 13^,. 

language. 
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language, a mctaphyfical queftion, or an article chap. 
of faith. But the credit of his favourite Ofius, u, ^ .r 
who appears to have prefided in the council of 
Nice, might difpofe the ennperorin favour of the 
orthodox party j and a well-timed infinuation, 
that the fame Eufebius of Nicomedia, who now 
protcfted the heretic, had lately aflifted the 
tyrant ^% might exafperate him againft their ad- 
Verfaries. The Nicene creed was ratified by Con- 
ftantine ; and his firm declaration, that thofe who 
refifted the divine judgment of the fynod, muft 
prepare themfelves for an immediate exile, anni- 
hilated the murmurs of a feeble oppofition ; which 
from fcventeen, was almoft inftantly reduced to. 
two, protefting bifhops* Eufebius of Csefarca 
yielded a reluftant and ambiguous confent to the 
Homooufion ^"^i and the wavering condu6t of the. 
Kicomedian Eufebius fervcd only to delay, about 
three months, his difgrace and exile ^\ The im- Hepcrfe- 
pious Arius was banifhed into one of the remote atLV ^ 
prpvinces of Illyricum ; his perfon and difciplcs 
were branded by law, with the odious name of 

79 Thcodoret has preferved (I. i. c. 20.) an epiftle from Conftan- 
tJne to the people of Nicomedia, in which the monarch declares him- 
ifilf the public accufer of one of his fubjef^sj he ftyles Eufebius^ 
f T»? nrvfavfiKvi ufjLormm cvfxjxvfnQ 5 and complains of his hofiile 
behaviour during the civil war. 

*o See in Socrates (1. i. c. 8.), or rather in Theodoret (I. i. c. 12.), 
an original letter, of Eufebius of Casfarea, in which he attempts to 
juftify his fubfcribing the Homooufion. The character of Eufebius 
das always been -a problem; but thofe who have read the fecond 
critical epiftle of Le Clerc (Ars Critica, tom. iii. p. 30 — 69.), muft 
entertain a very unfavourable opinion of the orthodoxy and fincerity 
g{ the bifljop of.Cffvfarea. ' 

*' Athanafius, tom. i. p. 727, Ehiloftorgius, L i. c. 10. ^J 
p9deA'oy'^ Commentary, p, 41, 

Porphyrians ; 
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CHAP, wealths of Greece and Rome, too often influenced 
the choice pf the fucceflbrsof the apoftles. While 
one of the candidates boafted the honours of his 
family, a fecond alllired his judges by the deli- 
cacies of a plentiful table, and a third, more 
guilty than his rivals, offered to fbare the plunder 
of the church among the accomplices of hisfacri- 
legious hopes ^°. The civil as well as ecclefiaftical 
laws attempted to exclude the populace from this 
folemn ahd important tranfaftion. The canons 
of ancient difcipline, by requiring feveral epif- 
copal qualifications of age, ftation, &c. reftrained 
in fome meafure the indifcriminate caprice of the 
electors. The authority oTthe provincial biftiops, 
who were aflembled in the vacant church to con- 
fecrate the choice of the people, was interpofed to 
moderate their paflions, and to correft their mif- 
takes. The bifliops could refufe to ordain an 
unworthy candidate, and the rage of contending 
factions fometimes accepted their impartial medi- 
ation. The fubmiffion, or the refiftance of the 
clergy and people, on various occafions, aflforded 
different precedents, which were infenfibly con- 
verted into pofulve laws, and provincial cuftoms^*: 
but it was every where admitted, as a fundamental 
ma;cim of religious policy, that no bifhop could 
be inripofed on an orthodox church, without the 
confcnt of its members. The emperorsj as the 

90 The epiftles of Sidonius Apollinaris (iv. 25. vii. 5. 9.) exhibit 
fome of the fcandals of the Galilean church ^ and Gaul was lefs 
poH(hed and lefs corrupt than the Eaft. 

9' A compromife was fometimes introduced by law or by confentj 
either the bifhops or the people chofe one of tlie tliree candidates who 
bad been named by the other party. 

guardians 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 287 

guardians of the public peace, and as the firft chap. 
citizens of Rome and Conftantinople, might ef- i_ ^-' ^ 
fedlually declare their wifhes in the choice of a 
primate: but thofe abfolute monarchs rcfpeded 
the freedom of ecclefiaftical eleftions ; and while 
they diftributed and refumed the honours of the 
ftate and army, they allowed eighteen hundred 
perpetual magiftrates to receive their important 
offices from the free fuffrages of the people^*. 
It was agreeable to the didtates of jufticc, that 
thefe magiftrates fhould not defert an honourable 
ftation from which they could not be removed ; 
but the wifdom of councils endeavoured, without 
much fuccefs, to enforce the refiderice, and to 
prevent the tranflation of bifhops. The difcipline 
of the Weft was indeed lefs relaxed than that of 
the Eaft ; but the fame paffions which made thofe 
regulations neceflary, rendered them inefFeftual. 
The reproaches which angry prelates have fo 
vehemently urged againft each other, ferve only 
to expofe their common guilt, and their mutual 
indifcretion. 

II. The bifhops alone poffeffed the faculty of 11. Ordi- 
fpiritual generation j and this extraordinary pri- ^e^clergy. 
vilcge might compenfate, in fome degree, for the 
painful celibacy ^^ which was impofed as a virtue, 

as 

9* AH the examples quoted by Thomaflin (DIfcipIine de rEgllfe, 
torn. ii. 1. ii. c. 6. p. 704 — 714.) appear to be extraordinaiy a6ls of 
power, and even of oppreflion. The confirmation of the bifliop of 
Alexandria is mentioned by Philoftorgius as a more regular proceed- 
ing (-Hift. Ecclef. 1, ii. ix.). 

91 The celibacy of the clergy during the firft fire or fix centuries, 
is a fubjeft of difcipline, and indeed of controverfy, which has been 
very diligently examined. Sec in partit:uhr Thomaflin, DifcipHne 

de 
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c HAP. as a duty, and at length as a pbfitivc obligatiort* 
The religions of antiquity, which eftablifhed a 
fcparate order of priefts, dedicated a holy race, $ 
tribe or family to the perpetual fervice of the 
Gods ^\ Such inftitutions were founded forpof- 
feflion, Tather than conqueft. The children of 
the priefts enjoyed, with proud and indolent 
fecurity, their facred inheritances and the fiery 
ipirit of enthufiafoi was abated by the f:ares, the 
plcafures, and the endearments of domeftic life* 
But the Chriftian fandluary was open to every am- 
bitious candidate, who afpired to its heavenly 
promifcs, or temporal poflcflions. The office of 
prieft;s, like that of foldiers or magiftratcs, was 
ftrenuoufly exercifed by thofe men, whofe temper 
and abilities had prompted them to embrace the 
ccclefiaftical profeffion, or who had been feleded 
by a difcerning biftiop, as the beft qualified to 
promote the glory and intereft of the church- 
The -bifhops ^' (till the abufe was reftrained by 

the 

de TEglife, torn. i. 1. ii. c. Ix. Ixi. p. 886-^902. and Bragham*s An- 
tiquities, 1. iv. c. 5. By each of thefe learned but paitial critics, one 
half of the truth is produced, and the other is concealed. 

94 Diodorus Siculus attefts and approves the hereditary fucccfficH 
of the priefthood among the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, and 
the Indians (1. i. p. 84. 1. ij. p. 142. 153. edit, Weffeling). The 
magi are defcribed by Ammianus as a very numerous family . 
** Per faecula multa ad praefens una eademque profapia multitude 
** creata, Deorum cultibus dedicata (xxiii. 6.)." Aufonius cele-» 
hi-ates the Stirps Druidarum (De Profefforib. ^urdigal. iv.) j but wt 
may infer from the remark of Caefar (vi. 13.), that, in the Celtie 
hierarchy, fome room was left for choice and emulation. 

95 The fubjeft of the vocation, ordination, obedience, &c. of the? 
clergy, is laborioufly difculTed by Thomaflin (Difcipline de TEglii^^ 
torn. ii. p. 1—83.) and Bingham (in the 4th book of his Antiqui- 
ties, more cfpccially the 4th, 6th, and 7th chapters). When the 

brother 
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the prudence of the laws) might conftra'm the C H A.P* 
rcludlant, and protcft the diftreflcd -, and the im- 
pofition of hands for ever beftowed fome of the 
moft valuable privileges of civil fociety# The 
whole body of the Catholic clergy^ niore nume* 
rous perhaps than the legions, was exempted by 
the emperors from all fervice, private or public?^ 
all municipal offices, and all perfonal taxes and 
contributions, which prefled on their fellow-citizens 
with intolerable weight; and the duties of theif 
holy profeflion were accepted as a full difcharge 
of their obligations to the republic ^^ Each 
bifliop acquired an abfolute and indefeafible righc 
to the perpetual obedience of the clerk whom he 
ordained : the clergy of each epifcopal church, 
with its dependent parifhes, formed a regular and 
permanent fociety j and the cathedrals of Con-^ 
ftantinople ^' and Carthage ^* maintained their pe-*- 

culiar 

brother of St. Jerom was ordainecl In Cyprus, the deacons forcibly 
ilopped his mouth, left he fhould make a folemn proteftation, which 
might invalidate the holy rites. 

96 The charter of immunities, which the clergy obtained from the 
Chriftian emperors, is contained in the 16th book of the Theodofian 
code ; and is illuftrated with tolerable candour by the learned Gode* 
froy, whofe mind was balanced by the oppofite prejudices of a civilian 
fund a proteftant. 

97 Juftinian, Novell, clli. Sixty pi-efbyters, or priefts, one hun» 
drcd deacons, forty deaconefles, ninety fub-deacons, one hundred 
and ten readers, twenty-five chanters, and one hundred door-keepers $ 
in all, five hundred and twenty-five. This moderate number was 
fixed by the emperor, to relieve the diftrefs of the church, which had 
been involved in debt and ufury by the cxpence of a much higher 
cftablifhment. 

9* Univerfus clerus ecclefia Carthaginienfis . . . fere ^ingenti vd 
amplius 5 inter quos quamplurimi erant leftores infantuli. Viftor 
Vitenfis, de Perfccut, Vandal, v. 9. p. 78. edit. Ruijiart. This 

Vol. III. U remnant 
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CHA?. collar cftalblilhnficnt of five hundred ccckfiaftical 
minifters. Their ranks ^^ and numbers were in- 
fenfibly aiultiplied by the fuperftition of the times, 
which introduced into the church the fplendid 
cerernqnies of a Jewifli or Pagan temple j and a 
Ipng train of pricfts, deacons, fub-deacons, aco- 
lythes, exorcifts, readers, fingers, and door- 
keepers> contributed, in their refpeftive ftations, 
to fAMeU the pomp and harmony of religious 
worfhip. The clerical name and privilege were 
extended to many pious fraternities, who devoutly 
Cuppprted the ccclefiaftical throne *°*'. Six hun- 
dred parabolani, pr adventurers, vifited the fick at 
Alexandria; eleven hundred copiaU, or grave- 
diggers, buried the dead at Conftantinople j and 
the fwarms of monks,^ who arofe from the Nile, 
overfpread and darkened the face of the Chriftian 
world, 
m. Pro- 11]^. The ediftof Milan fecured the revenue as 
S!j5.' 313. well as the peace of the church *^*. The Chriftians 
hot only recovered the hnds and houfes of which 
they had been dripped by the perfecuting laws of 

remnant of a more profp«rous ftate ftili fubfifted under the oppreflion 
pf the Vandals. 

.99 The number of /even orders has been fixed In the Latin church, 
exclufive of the epifcopal charaaer. But the four inferior ranks, th? 
minor orders, are now reduced to empty and uklefs titles. 

"oo See Cod. Thcodof. 1. xvi. tit. 2. le^. 4.2, 43. Godefroy's 
Commentary, and the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Alexandria, fliew the 
danger of thefe pious inltitutions, which often difturbed the peace of 
that turbulent capital. 

"» The edia of Milan (de M. P. c. 4.8.) acknowledges, by rer 
citing, that there exifttd a fpecies of landed property, ad jus corporis 
eorum, id eft, ecclefiajum non hominum fmgulorum pertinentia. 
Such a folemn declaratitn of the fupreme magilbrate muft have been 
i^ceived in all the tribunals as a m^ip of civil law. 

Diocletian> 
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Diocletian, but they acquired a perfed title to all CHAP, 
the pofleiiiQns which they had hitherto enjoyed by -_ ^ j 
the connivance of the niagiftrate. As foon as 
Chriftianity became the religion of the emperoi? 
and the empire, the national clergy might claim - 
a decent and honourable maintenance : and the 
payment of an annual tax might have delivered 
the people from the more opprcflive tribute^ 
which fupej-ftition impofes on her votaries. But 
^s the wai)ts ^nd expences of the church encreafcd 
'yvith her prpfperity, the ccclefiaftical order was 
flill fupported and enriched by the voluntary 
oblations of the faithful. Eight years after the 
cdid qf Milan, Conftantine granted to all his A.D. six* 
fubjefts the free and uriiverf^l pernciiflipn of be- 
queathing their fortunes to the holy Catholic 
church *°* 5 and .their devout liberality, which 
during their lives was checked by luxury or 
avarice, flowed with a profufe ftreanrj at the hout 
of their death. The wealthy Chriftians were - 
encouraged by the example of their fovereign* 
An abfolute monarch, who is rich without pa- 
trimony, rpay be charitable without merit; and 
Conftantine too eafily believed that he fhould 
purchafe the favour of heaven, if he maintained 
the idle at the expence of the induftrious j and 
diftributed among the faints the wealth of the 
republic. The fame meffenger who carried over 

*o* Habeat unufquifqiie llcentiam fanftlflimp Catholicae (ecckfta) 
venerabilique concilio, dccedens bonorum quod optavit relinquere. ' 
Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. 4. This law was pubi^fl^ed ft 
Rome, A.D. 321, at a time when Conftantine might fore|€C tl^ pro- 
bability of a rupture with the emperor of the Eaft. - 

. U jj to 
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CRA?. to Africa. the head of Maxentius, might be en- 
trufted with an cpiftle to Cascilian, bilhop of 
Carthage. The emperor acquaints him, that the 
treafurers of the province are dircfted to pay into 
his hands the fum of three thoufand folles, or 
eighteen thoufand pounds fterling, and to obey 
his farther requifitions for the relief of the 
churches of Africa, Numidia, and Mauritania '°\ 
The liberality of Conftantine encreafed in a juflr 
proportion to his faith, and to his vices. He 
affigned in each city a regular allowance of corn, 
to fupply the fund of ecclcfiaftical charity -, and 
the pcrfons of both fexes who embraced the mo- 
nadic life, became the peculiar favourites of their 
fovereign. The Chriftian temples of Antioch, 
Alexandria, Jerufalem, Conftantinople, &c. dif- 
played the oftentatious piety of a prince, am- 
bitious in a declining age to equal the perfeft 
labours of antiquity *''*. The form of thefe re- 
ligious edifices was fimple and oblong i though 
they might fometimes fwell into the fhape of a 
dome, and fometimes branch into the figure of a 
crofs. The timbers were framed for the moft 
part of cedars of Libanus ; the roof was covered 

«03 Eufebius, Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. 6. inVit. Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 28. 
He repeatedly expatiates on the liberality of the Chriftian hero» 
which the bifliop himfeif had an opportunity of knowing, and even 
of tafting. 

«o4 Eufebius, Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. c. 2, 3, 4. The biftiop of C«- 
farea, who ftudicd and gratified the tafte of his mafter, pronounped 
in public an elaborate defcription of the church of Jerufalem (in Vit. 
Conf. 1. iv. ,c. 46.). It no longer exifts, but he has inferted in the 
life of Conftantine (1. iii. c. 36)-, a ftiort account of the architefture 
and ornaments. He likewife mentions the church of the holy 
Apoftles at Conftahtinople (1. iv. c. 59.), 

2 with 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE ROMAN empire: 293 

with tiles, perhaps of gilt brafsj and the walls, CHAP, 
the columns, the pavement, were incrufted with ^' 
variegated marbles. The moft precious orna- 
ments of gold and filver, of filk and gems, were 
profufely dedicated to the fcrvice of -the altar; 
and this fpecious magnificence was fupported on 
the folid and perpetual bafis^ of landed property. 
In the fpace of two centuries, from the reign of 
Gonftantine to that of Juftinian, the eighteen 
hundred churches of the cimpire were enriched by 
the frequent and unalienable gifts of the prince 
and people. * An annual income of fix hundred 
pounds fterling may be reafonably affigned to the 
bifliops, who were placed at an equal diftance 
between riches and poverty '*'', but the ftandard ' 
of their wealth infenfibly rofe with the dignity 
and opulence of the cities which they governed. 
An authentic but imperfed *°^ rent- roll fpecifies 
fome houfes, (hops, gardens, and farms, which 
belonged to the three Bafilic^ of Rome, St, Peter, 
St. Paul, and St. John Lateran, in the provinces 
of Italy, Africa, and the Eaft. They produce, 
befides a referved rent of oil, linen, paper, aro- 
matics, &c. a clear annual revenue of twenty-, 
two thoufand pieces of gold, or twelve thoufand 

«05 See Juftinian. Novell, cxxiii. 3, The revenue of the patiiarchsj^ 
^nd the moft wealthy bifhops, is not expreiTed ; the Ijighcii annual 
valuation of a bifhopric is ftated at thirty y and the 1 owe ft at /-rtv?, 
pounds of gold ; the medium might be taken zxfixtetn^ but thefc valu-. 
ations are much below the real value. 

«ofi See Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 324, N«>. 58. 65. 70, 
71.). Every record which comes from the Vatican is juftly fufpe6led 5 
yet thefe rent- roils have an ancient and i.uthentic colour j and it is at 
leaft evident, that, if forged, they were forged in a period when /tfr«i> 
npt kingdomi^ weye the objefts of papal avarice. 

tJ 3 pound 
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094 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^ xx^ ^' ptJ^nds fterling. In the age of Conftantine ahd 
y ^ ', , > Juftinian, the bilhops no longer poflcfled, perhaps 
they nQ longer dcferved, the unfufpedting confi- 
dence of their clergy and people^ The eccJe- 
fiaftlcal revenues of each dioccfe were divided into 
fout- parts ; for the refpaftive ufes^ of the bifliop 
himfelf, of his inferior c^c^gy, of the poor> and 
of the public worfhip j and the abufe of this 
facred truft was ftriftty and repeatedly check- 
ed '®'. The patrimony of the church was ftill 
fubjeft to all the publit impofitions of the ftate ''''i 
The clergy of Romei Alexandria^ Theflalonica^ 
&c. might fplicit and obtain feme partial eicemp- 
tions; but the premature attempt of the great 
fcouncil of Rimini, which afpired to univerfal 
freedom, was fuccefsfully refifted by the fon of 
Conftantine '^^ 

IV. The 

'07 See Thomailln, Difcipllne de TEglife, toxA, ili. I. ii. c. 13, 
^4> J5» P' 689^706. The legal divifion of the ecclcfiaftical revenue 
•4oc$ not appear to have been eUabEfhed in the tinie of Ambrofe and 
' Chryfoftom, Simplicius and Gelafius, who were bifhops of Rome 

in the latter part of the fifth century, mention it in their paftoral 
letters as a general law, which was already copfirmed by the cuftom 
of Italy. 

'<** Ambrofe, the raoft ftremjous afferter of ecclefiaftical privileges, 
fiibmits without a murmur to the payment of the land tax. " Si 
** tributum petit Impei-ator, non negaraus ; agri ecclefiae folvunt 
** tributum j folvimus quae funt Cacfaris Caefari, & quae funt Dei 
** Deb : tributum Cfefaris eft j non negatur." Baronius labours td 
interpret this tribute as ah aft of charity rather than of duty (AnnaU 
icclef. A. D. 3^7.) ; but the words, if not the intendons, of Am- 
brofe, are more candidly explained by ThomaiHn, Difcipline de 
I'EgUfe, toi^. ili. 1. i. c. 34. p. 26S. 

'<>9 In Ariminenfe fynodo fuper ecclefiarum & crericorum privile- 
gxis traftatu habito, ufque eo difpofitio progrefla eft, ut Juga qua© 
tidcrcntur ad ecchfiam.pertinere, a publica funSkiont ceffarent in- 
quietudine deiiftente : quoU hoftra videtur dudum tih6ih repulAfle* 

Cod, 

3 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMFlHir; »9S 

IV. The Lajtin cfcrgjr, who erefted thefr tri- chap* 
bunal on Ae riiins of the civil and common Uw> s , ^/ j 
have modeftljr acccpccd as the gift of Conftan- ?^'rS*^^* 
cine "% the independent jurifdidkion which was tion, 
the fruit of time, of accident, and of their own 
induftry. But the liberality of the Chriftian em- 
perors had dually endowed them with fome legal 
prerogatives, which fccurcd and dignified the 
faccrdotal charader "\ i* Under a defpotic 
government, the biihops alone enjoyed and af- 
ferted the ineftimable privilege of being tried 
only by their ^^^j; and even in a capital acfufa- 
tion, a fynod of their brethren were the folc 
judges of their guilt or innocence. Such a trir 

Cod. Theod. U xvi. tit. ii. leg. 15. Had the fynod of Rimini car- 
ried this point, fuch practical merit might have atoned for fome fpe- 
cuiative hercfies. 

»'o From Eufebius (in Vit. ConlUnt. 1. iv, c. 27.) and Sozomen 
(1. i. c. 9.) we are afTured that the epifcopal jurirdiftion was ex- 
tended and confirmed by Conftantine j but the forgery of a famous 
edi6l, whicJi was never fairly inlerted in the Theodofian code (fee 
at the end, torn. vi. p. 303.), is demonftrated by Godefroy in the 
tjfioft fatisfafiory manner. It is ilrange that M. de Montefquieu, 
who was a lawyer as well as a philolopher, fhould allege rhis c:di^of 
Conftantine (Efprit des Loix, 1, xxix. c. 16.) wirfiotJt intimating 
anyitjfpicion. 

**' The fubjeft pf ccclefiaftical jurifdi£lion has been involvjed in a 
inift of pafljon, of prejudice, and of intereft. Two of the taireft 
books which have fallen into my hands are the Inftitutes of Canon 
Law, by the Abb6 de Fleury, and the Civil Hiltoiy of j>4apk8, by 
Giannpne. Their moderation yv^Ls the effect of fituation as well as 
of temper. Fleury was a French ecclefiaftic, who refpe£led the au- 
tJjority of the parliaments ; Giannone was an Italian lawyer, who 
dreaded the power of the church. And here let me obferve, that as 
the general proportions which I advance are the relult 0. mary parti- 
cular and imperfeft fafts, I muft either refer the reader to thole mo- 
dern authoi's who have exprefsly treated the fubjed, or fwell thef© 
cotes to a difagreeable and difpropoitioned fize. 

U 4 bunal. 
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bunal, unlefs it was inflamed by perfonal refent- 
ment or religious difcord, might be favourable, 
or even partial to the faccrdotal order : but Con- 
ftantine was fatisfied"*, that fecret impunity would 
be lefs pernicious than public fcandal : and the 
Nicene council was edified by his public declara* 
tion, that if he furprifed a biftiop in the aft of 
adultery, he (hould call his Imperial mantle over 
the epifcopal finner. 2. The domeftic jurif* 
diftion of the bifliops was at once a privilege and 
a reftraint of the ecclefiaftical order, whofe civil 
cauljas' were decently withdrawn from the cog-^ 
nizance of a fccular judge. Their venial offences 
were not expofed to the Ihamc of a public trial or 
punilhmentj and the gentle correftion, which 
the tendernefs of youth may endure from its pa-» 
rents or inftruftors, was inflifted by the temperate 
fcverity of the bifhops. But if the clergy were 
guilty of any crime which could not be fuffieiently 
expiated by their degradation from an honourable 
and beneficial profeffion, the Roman magiftrate 
drew the fword of jufticc, without any regard to 
ecclefiaftical immunities. 3. The arbitration of 
the bifliops was ratified by a pofitive law ; and 
the judges were inftrufted to execute, without 
appeal or dplay, the epifcopal decrees, whofe va^r 
lidity had hitherto depended on theconfent of the 
parties- The converfion of the niagiftrates 
themfelve$, and of the whole empire, might gra«» 
dually remove the fears and fcruples of theChrif- 

I" Tillempnt has collected from Rufinus, Theodoret, &c. the 
ftntiments and language of Conftantinc. Mem. Ecclef. tom. iij. 
f' 749> 75®' 

tians. 
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tians. But they ftill reforted to the tribunal of C H AP^ 

... XX. 

the bifliops, .whofc abilities and integrity they «_ -^- -7 
efteemed j and the venerable Auftin enjoyed the 
fatisfaftion of complaining that his fpiritual func- 
tions were perpetually interrupted by the invidious 
labour of deciding the claim or the polfclfion of 
filver and gold, of lands and cattle, 4. The 
ancient privilege of fandtuary w^s transferred to 
theChriftian temples,, and extended, by the liberal 
piety of the younger Theodgfius, to the prccinds 
of confccrated ground "^ The fugitive, and 
even guilty, fuppliants, w^re permitted to im* 
plore, either the jufticc, or the mercy, of the 
Deity and his miniftcrs. The rafli violence of 
defpotifm was fufpcnded by the mild intcrpofition 
of the church j and the lives or fortunes of the 
moft eminent fubjefts might be proteftcd by the 
mediation of the biftiop, 

V. The bifhop was the perpetual cenfor of the v. Si^ri. 
morals of his people. The difcipline of penance furcs!^' 
was digefted into a fyftem of canonical jurifpru- 
d^nce"% which accurately defined the duty of 

private 

»n See Cod. Theod. I. ix. tit. xlv. leg. 4. In the works of Fra 
Paolo (torn. iv. p. 192, &c.^ there is an excellent difcourfe on the 
origin, claims, a^ufes, and limits of fanftuarjes. He juftly.obfeijTrcs^ 
jhat ancient Greece might perhaps contain fifteen or twenty axyU or 
fanfluaries ; a numb«- which at prefent may be found in Italy with- 
in the walls of a fingle city. 

''4 The penitential jurifprudence was continually improved by the 
cantfns of the councils, But as many cafes were ftill left to the 
difcretion of the biftiops, they occafionally publifhed, after the ex- 
ample of the Roman Praetor, the rules of difcipline which they 
propofed to obfervc. Among the canonical epiftles of the fourth 
century, thofe of Bafil the Great were the moft celebrated. They 
are infertcd in the Pandcfis of Beveridge (torn. ii. p. 47— i5i-)> 

and 
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c HAP. private or public coofeffion, the rules of evidence, 
'L.r-^-^ the degrees of guik, and the meafure of punifh-^ 
ment. It was impoflibie to execute this fpiritual 
cenfure, if the Chriftian pontiff, who punilhed the 
obfcurc fins of the multitude, refpefted the con- 
fpicuous vices and ckftrudive crimes of the ma* 
giftrate: butitwasimpoffiblctoarraignthecondudl 
of the magiftrate, without controuling the admini- 
ftration of civil government* Some confiderations 
of religion, or loyalty, or fear, proteifled the facred 
Jierfons of the emperors from the zeal or rcfent- 
ment of the biftiopsj but they boldly cenfured 
and exconimunicated the fubordinate tyrants, who 
wefe not invefted with the majefty of the purple. 
St. Athanafius excommunicated one of the mi- 
flifters of Egypt j and the intcrdift which he pro- 
nounced, of fire and water, was folemnly tranf- 
mitted to the churches of Cappadocia "*. Under 
the reign pf the younger Thcodofius, the polite 
and eloquent Synefius, one of the defcendants of 
Hercules "% filled the epifcopalfeatof Ptolcmais, 

and arc tranflated by Chardoft. Hift. des Sacremens, torn. iv. 
p. J119— 277. 

^^, Bafil Epiftol. xlvH. in Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 370. 
N®. 91.) who declares that he purpofely relates it, to convince go- 
vernors that they were not exempt from a fentencc of excommuni- 
cation. In his opinion, even a royal head is not fafe from the 
thunders of the Vatican 5 and the cardinal (hews himfelf much more 
confiftent than the lawyers and theologians of the Galilean church. 

^'^ The long feries of his anceftors, as high as Euryfthenes, the 
£rft poric king of Sparta, and the fifth in lineal defcent from Her- 
cules, was infcribed in the public regifters of Cyrene, a Lacedarmo- 
nian colony. (Synef. Epift. Ivii. p. 197. edit. Petav.) Such a pure 
and iHuftrious pedigree of (eventeeii hundred years, without adding 
the royal ance^s of Hercules> oumot be equaUed in the hiftory of 
xnaakind. 

near 
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•near the ruins df aacifcnt Gyrene *'% and the phi- ^ ^^^' 
lofpphic bifhop fupportedj with dignity, thecha- 
rafter which he had aflumed with reludtance "*. 
He vanquifhed the monfter of Libya^ the prcfi- 
dent Andronicus, who abufed the authority of a 
/Vtnal office^ invented new modes of rapine and 
torture^ and aggravated the guilt of oppreffion 
by that of facrilege *". After a fruitlefs attempt 
to reclaim the haughty magiftrmte by mild and 
religious admonition, Synefids proceeds to inflict 
the laft fentence of eccjefiaftical jufticc "', which 

"^ Synefius (de Regno, p. 2.) pathetically deplores the tdileii 
and ruined ftate of Cyrene, itoXi; twmsii;, «iX*it» dhfiia «a» o-i^vftf^ tUt 

Ptolemais, a new city, S2 miles to the weftwaid of Cyrehe, aflumed 
the Metropolitan honours 6f the f en^apolis, or Upper Libya, which 
were afterward transfert-ed to Soiufe; Set Wcflfeling Itincrar. 
p. 67—68. 732. Cellarius Geograph. tona. ii. part ii. p. 72. 74. 
Carolus a S'^ Paulo Geograph. Sacra, p. 2^3. d'Anville Geogra- 
phie ancieiVne, toni. iii.'p. 4.^, 44. Memoirek Ac TAcad. des th- 
fcriptions, torn, xxxvli. p. 36^— 391. 

"9 Synefius had previouily reprefented his own difqualifications 
(Epift. c. V. p. 246 — 250.). He loved profane ftudies and profane 
fports ; he was incapable of fuppohin j i life of celibacy j he dif*. 
believed the rcfu»-re£lion : and he refufed io preaeh/^/rrto the people^ 
imlcfs he might be permitted to pbilefypbize at home. Theophilus, 
primate of i' gypt, who knew his merit, accepted this ektraordinar]^ 
compromife. See the life of Syftefitii in Tillemont Mem. Ecclef* 
torn. xii. p. 499-^554. 

' lio See the inveftive of Synefius, Epift. IVii. p. 191—201, The 
promotion of Andronicus was illegal j firice he was a Native of Be- 
renice, m the iahic province. Th6 Jrtftruments of torturcg are 
curioufly fpccified,the flrifc«fw,br prefsjtiie ^AntvUQ^u, the «r«»ccfaft»^ 
the piH^cCe. the vray^a. and the x«'^ce^«f lov, that varioufly preffed or 
diftehded the fingers, tlie feet, tlie Aofe, tile eiffi, and the lips of ftt^ 
tf^^iins. . . J 

**' The fentence of excommunication is expreffed in a rhetorical 
%le. (Synefius, Epift. Iviii, p. 201—203^) The method, of in- 
volving whole famlliesi though fomewhat unjui^) was improved into 
Aatiooal interdi^Srt 

devotes 
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CHAP, devotes Andr'onicus, with his aflbciates and their 
\_ ^ Lr families^ to the abhorrence of earth and heaven. 
The impenitent finners, more cruel than Phalaris 
'or Sennacherib, more deftrudive than war, pefti- 
lence, or a cloud of locufts, are deprived of the 
name and privileges of Chriftians, of the partici- 
pation of the facraments, and of the hope of 
Paradife. The bifhop exhorts the clergy, the 
magiftrates, and the people, to renounce all fociety 
-with the enemies of Chrift ; to exclude them from 
their houfes and tables ; and to refufe them the 
common offices of life, and the decent rites of 
buriaK The church of Ptolemais, obfcure and 
contemptible as (he niay appear, addreffes this 
declaration to all her fifter churches of the world ; 
and the profane who rejeft her decrees, will be 
involved in the guilt and punifhment of Andro- 
nicus and his impious followers. Thefe fpiritual 
terrors were enforced by a dexterous application 
to the Byzantine court j the trembling prefident 
Tmplored the mercy of the church j and the de- 
fcendant of Hercules enjoyed the fatisfaftion of 
raifing a proftrate tyrant from the ground "*• 
Such principles and fuch examples infenfibly pre- 
pared the triumph of the Roman pontiffs, who 
have trampled on the necks of kings. 
VI. Free- VI. Every popular government has experienced 
public theefFcdlsofrudeor artificial eloquence. Thecoldeft 
preaching, nature is animated, the firmeft reafon is moved, by 
the rapid communication of the prevailing impulfci 

«»* See Synefius, Epift. xlvii. p. i86, 187. Epiil. Ixxii. p. 2iS| 
ft 19, Epiil. Ixxxix. p. 230—231. 

and 
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and each hearer is affccfted by his own paffionsi ^ ^^^^ 
and by thofe of the furrounding multitude. The w^.^— ^ 
ruin of civil liberty had filenced the demagogues 
of Athens^ and the tribunes of Rome; thecuftom« 
of preaching, which fcems to conftitutc a con- 
fidcrable part of Chriftian devotion, had not becA 
introduced into the temples of antiquity j and the, 
e^rs of monarchs were never invaded by the harlh 
found of popular eloquence, till the pulpits of 
the empire were filled with facred orators, who 
poffefled fome advantages unknown to their pro- 
fine predeceflbrs '*^ The arguments and rhetoric 
of the tribune were inftantly oppofed, with equal 
arms, by Ikilful and refolute antagonifts i . and 
the caufe of truth and reafon might derive aa 
accidental fupport from the conflifl of hoftile 
paffions. The bilhop, or fome diftinguilhed pref* 
by ter, to whom he cautioufly delegated the powers 
of preaching, harangued, without the danger of 
interruption or reply, a fubmiflive multitude, 
whofe minds had been prepared and fubdued by 
the awful ceremonies of religion. Such was the 
ftrifl fubordination of the catholic church, that 
the fame concerted founds might iffue at once 
from an hundred pulpits of Italy or Egypt, if they 
were tuned "* by the matter hand of the Roman or 

Alexandrian 

"1 See Thomaflin (Difcipline dc TEglife, torn. ii. 1. iii. c. 83. 
p. 1761*— 1770.) and Bingham (Antiquities, vol. i. 1. xiv. c. 4. 
p. 688— 717. )• Preaching was confidered as the moft important 
office of the bifhop ; but this fun£lion was foQietimes intnifted to 
fuch prefbyters as Chryfoftom and Auguftin. 

"4 Queen Elizabeth ufed this expreffion, and pra6lifed this ?rti 
whenever (he wiihed to prepoflefs the minds of her pepple in favour 
of any extraordinary meafure of government. The h6ftile effefts of 
this mufi€ wer« apprehended by her fucceffor^ and ftverely felt by' hid 
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C*AP. j^lexaiu^iiR primate The defign of this infti- 
tution was laudable^ but the fruits were not always 
falutary. The prcaehcrs recommended the prac- 
tice of the fociai duties; but they exalted the 
perfedtion of monaftic virtue, which is painful to 
the individual, and ufelefs to mankind. Their 
charitable exhortations betrayed a fccrct wifli, 
that the clergy might be permitted to manage the 
wealth of the faithful, for the benefit of the poor. 
The moft fublime reprefentations of the attributes 
and laws of the Deity were fuUied by an idle 
mixture of metaphysical fubtleties, puerile rites, 
and fiditious nrriracles : and they expatiated, with 
the moft fervent zeal, on the religious merit of 
hating the adverfaries, and obeying the minifters, 
of the church. When the public peace was 
diftrafted by herefy and fchtfm, the facred orators 
founded the trumpet, of difcord, and perhaps of 
fcdition. Thie underftandings of their congre- 
gations were perplexed by myftery, their paflions 
were inflamed by inveftives : and they rulhed 
from the Chriftian temples of Antioch or Alexan- 
dria, prepared either to fufFcr or to inflift martyr- 
dom. The corruption of tafte and language is 
ftrongly marked in the vehement declamations of 
the Latin bifhops ; but the compofitions of Gre- 
gory and Chryfoftom have been compared with 
the moft fplendid models of Attic, or at leaft of 
Afiatic, eloquence "^ 

ion. " When pulpit, drum ecclefiaftic, &c." See Heylin's Life of 
Atthb'i(hQ|) Xaud, p. 153. 

**J Thofe modeft orators acJcnpwledged, that, as they were defH- 
^te of the gift of ipiraclcs, xhty endeavoured to acquire the arts of 
eloquence, 

VII. The 
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" VII. The TCfrefcntativ^s oif the Chriftianre- chap. 
public were TCgularly aflcmWcd in the fpring and ._ -^ .'_r 
autumn of each year: and thcfe fynods diffufcd vn.PnvU 
the fpirit of ecclefiaftical difcipline and Icgiflation |ifl»tiTc«^ 
through the hundred and twenty provinces of the "^^***' 
Roman world ^^. The archbifliop or metropoli- 
tan was empowered, by the laws, to fummon the 
fuffragan biihops of his province ; to revife their 
conduft^ to vindicate their rights^, to declare their 
faith, and to examine the roerit of the candidates 
who were eleded by the clergy and people to fup- 
ply the vacancies of the epifcopal college. The 
primates of Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, Carthage, 
and afterwards Conftantinople, who exercifed a 
more ample jurifdidion, convened the numerous 
affcmbly of their dependent biihops. But the 
convocation of great and extraordinary fynods, 
/was the prerogative of the emperor alone. When* 
ever the emergencies of the church required this 
decifive meafure, he difpatched a peremptory 
fummons to the bifliops, or the deputies of each 
province, with an order for the ufe of poft-horfes, 
and a competent allowance for the expences of 
their journey. At an early period, when Con- a,D. 31^ 
flantine was the proteftor, rather than the pro- 
felyte, of Chriftianity, he referred the African 
controverfy to the council of Aries; in which the 
bifhops of York, of Treves, of Milan, and of 

»*6 The Council of Nice, in the f<»urth9 fifth, fixth, and feventh, 
canons, has made fume fundamental regulations concerning fynods, 
metropolitans, and primates. The Nicene canons have been va- 
rioufly tortured, abuled, interpolated, or forged, according to the 
intereft of the clergy. The SuburincMrian churches, aligned (by Ru- 
finus) to the biAiop of Rome, have been made the fubjeft of vehe- 
ment controverfy. (Sec Sirmor.d. Opera, torn. iv. p. J— ajS.) 

Carthage^ 
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CHAP. Carthage, met as friends 3pd brethren, to debs^te 
■(_ \ ' in their native tongue on the common intcreft o£* 
the Latin or Weftern church"'. Eleven years 
AJD^izS'' afterwards, a more numerous and celebrated 
aflembly was convened at Nice in Bithynia, to 
cxtinguilh, by their final fentence, the fubtlc 
difputes which had arifen in Egypt on the fubjecSt 
of the Trinity. Three hundred and eighteen 
bifliops obeyed the fummons of their indulgent 
mafter ; the ecclefuftics of every rank, and feet, 
and denomination, have been computed at two 
thoufand and forty-eight perfons**'; the Greeks 
appeared in perfon ; and the confent of the Latins 
was exprefled by the legates of the Roman pon- 
tiff. The feflion, which lafted about two months, 
was frequently honoured by the prefence of the 
emperor. Leaving his guards at the door, he 
feated himfclf (with the permiffion of the council) 
on a low ftool in the midft of the hall. Conftan-» 
tine liftened with patience, and fpoke with mo- 
defty : and while he influenced the debates, he 
humbly prpfcffed that he was the minifter, not 
the judge, of the fucceffors of the apoftles, who 
had been eftabliflied as priefts and as gods upon 
earth '*^. Such profound reverence of an abfolucc 

'*7 We have only thirty-three or forty-feven epifcopal fubfci ip- 
tlons : but Ado, a writer indeed of fmall account, reckons fix hun- 
dred biihops in the council of Aiics. Tillemont Mem. Ecclef. 
torn. vi. p. 4-22. 

1*8 See Tillemont, torn. vi. p. 915, and Beaufobre Hift. du 
Manicheifme, torn. i. p. 529. The name of hifiop, which is given 
by Eutychius to the 2048 ecclefiaftics (Annal. torn. i. p. 440. verf. 
Pocock), muft be extended far beyond the limits of an orthodox or 
even epifcopal ordination. 

1*9 Sec Eufeb. in Vit. Confbntin. 1. iii. c. 6— zi. TillemoBt 
Mem. Ecclelialliques, torn. vi. p. 669—759. 

monarch 
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monarch towards a feeble and unarmed aflembly ^5^^* 
of his own fubjefts, can only be compared to the u- .,^-^1 
refpeft with which the fenate had been treated by 
the Roman princes who adopted the policy of 
Auguftiis. Within the fpace of fifty years, a 
philofophic fpedator of the viciflitudes of humaa 
affairs might have contemplated Tacitus in the 
fenate of Rome, and Conftantine in the council 
of Nice. The fathers of the capitol and thofe of 
the church had alike degenerated from the virtues 
of their founders ; but as the bilhops were more 
deeply rooted in the public opinion, they fuftained 
their dignity with more decent pride, and fome- 
times oppofed, with a manly fpirit, the wilhes of 
their fovercign. The progrefs of time and fuper- 
ftition crazed the memory of the weaknefs, the 
pafllon, the ignorance, which difgraced thefe 
ecclefiaftical fynods j and the Catholic world has 
unanimoufly fubmitted ''*' to the infalUbk decrees 
of the general councils *^\ 

«3o Sancimus igitur vicem legum obtlncre, qux aquatuor Sanctis 
Conciliis . . . expofitas funt aut firmatap. Praedl^larum enim qua* 
tuor fynodorum dogmata ficut fa^dlas Scripturas et reg;ulas ficut * 

leges obfer\ramus. Juftiniart. Novell, cxxxi. Beveridge (ad Pan- 
deft, proleg. p. a.) remarks, that the emperors never made newlawS 
in ecclefiaftical matters j and Giannone obfervcs, in a vtry different 
fpirit, that they gave a legal fanftion to the canons of councils. 
Iftoria Civile di Napoli, torn. i. p. 136. 

'3« See the article Concile in the Encyclopedic, torn. iii. 
p. 668—679. edition dc Lucques. The author, M. le dofteur Bou- 
chaud, has difcufled, according to the principles of the Galliean 
thurch, the principal qucftions which relate to the form and confti- 
tutjon of general, national^ and provincial coimcils. The editors 
(fee Preface, p. xvi.) have reafon to be proud of tbu article. Thofe 
\vho confult their immcnfe compilation, feldom depart fo well 
fatisfied. 

Vol. III» X CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

Perfecution ofHerefy. — The Scbifm of the Donatijis. — 
The Arian Controverfy. — Athanajius, — DiJlraSed 
State of the Church and Empire under Conftantine 
and his Sons, — Toleration of Paganifm. 

CHAP, fir^ H E grateful applaufe of the clergy has 
JL confccratcd the memory of a prince who 
indulged their paflions and promoted their in- 
tereft. Conftantine gave them fecurity, wealth, 
honours, and revenge : and the fupport of the 
orthodox faith was confidered as the moft facred 
and important duty of the civil magiftrate. The 
edidt oif Milan, the great charter of toleration, 
had confirmed to each individual of the Roman 
world, the privilege of chufing and profeffing his 
own religion. But this ineftimable privilege wai 
foon violated : with the knowledge of truth, t;hd 
emperor imbibed the maxims of perfecution ; and 
the fefts which diflcnted from the Catholic church, 
were afflifted and opprefled by the triumph of 
Chriftianity. Conftantine cafily believed that the 
Heretics, who prefumed to difpute bis opinions, 
or to oppofe his commands, were guilty of the 
moft abfurd and criminal obftinacy 5 and that a 
fcafonable application of moderate feverities might 
fave thofe unhappy men from the danger of an 
everUfting condemnation. Not a moment was 
loft in excluding the minifters and teachers of the 
feparated congregations from any Ihare of the 
rewards and immunities which the emperor had 

fo 
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to liberally bcftowed on the orthodox clergy. But C H A ?• 
as the feftaries might ftill exift under the cloud 
of royal difgrace, the conqueft of the Eaft was 
immediately followed by an edift which announced 
their total dcftrudion *• After a preamble filled 
with paflion and reproach, Conftantine abfolutely 
prohibits the aflemblies of the Heretics, and con- 
fifcates their public property to the ufe either of 
the revenue or of the Catholic church. The fefta 
againft whom the Imperial fcverity was directed, 
appear to have been the adherents of Paul of 
Samofata; the Montaniftsof Phrygia, who main- 
tained an enthufiaftic fucceflion of prophecy ^ the 
Novatians, who fternly rejected the temporal 
efficacy of repentance; the Mafcionitcs and Va- 
lentinians, under whofe leading banners the various 
Gnoftics of Afia and Egypt had infcnfibly rallied i 
and perhaps the Manicha^ans, who had recently 
imported from Perfia a more artful compofition 
of Oriental and Chriftian theology *. The defign 
of extirpating the Yiame, or at leaft of reftraining 
the progrefs of thefe odious Heretics, was profe- 
cuted with vigour and effedl. Some of the penal 
regulations were copied from the edifts of Diocle- 
tian J and this method of converfion was applauded 

* Eufebius in Vit. Conftantiri. 1. iii. c. ^3, 64, S^t 66. 
' * After fome examination of the various ppinions of Tilleraont, 
Beaufobre, Lardner^ &c, I am convinced that Manes did not propa- 
gate his feft, even in Perda, before the year 170. It is ftrange, 
that a philofophic and foreign herefy fhould have penetrated fo rapid* 
ly into the African provinces 5 yet I cannot eafily reje^l the edi£l of 
JDiocletian againft the Manichxans, vvhich may be found in Baronius* 
(Annal.Eccl. A.D. 187.) 

Xa by 
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CHAP, by the fame bifhops who had felt the hand of op-^ 
^ preffion, and had pleaded for the rights of huma- 

nity. Two immaterial circumftances may fcrve, 
however, to prove that the mind of Conttantine 
was not entirely corrupted by the fpirit pf.zeal 
and bigotry. Before he condemned the Mani- 
cha^ans and their kindred feels, he rcfolved to 
make an accurate enquiry into the nature of their 
religious principles. As if he diftrufted the im- 
partiality of his ecclefiaftical counfellors, this 
delicate commifli'on was entrufted to a civil 
magiftrate ; whofe learning and moderation he 
juftly efteemcd j and of whofe venal charadter he 
was probably ignorant ^ The emperor was foon 
convinced, that he had too haftily profcribcd the 
orthodox faith and the exemplary morals of the 
Novatians j who had diflented from the church 
in fome articles of difcipline which were not per- 
haps eflcntial to falvation. By a particular edift, 
he exempted ihem from the general penalties of 
the law* J allowed them to build a church at 
Conftantinople, refpeded the miracles of their 
faints, invited their bifhop Acefius to the council 
of Nice; and gently ridiculed the narrow tenets 
of his feft by a familiar jeftj which, from the 

3 Conftantinus, enim cum limatius fuperftitlonum qiia?reret feflas, 
Manichaeorum et fimilium, S:c. Ammian. xv. 15. Strategius, who , 
frcm this commiflion obtained the fiirname of Mufonhnus, was a 
Chriftian of the Arian fefl. He afted as one of the counts at the 
council of Sardica. Libanius praifes his mlldncfs and prudence. 
Valef. ad locum Ammian. 

4 Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. v. leg. 2. As the general law is not 
infcited in the Thcodofian code, it is probable that, in the year 438, 
the fe(^s which it had condemned wei« already cxtincl. 

^ ' mouth 
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mouth of a fovereign, mud have been received chap. 

with applaufe and gratitude ^ \_ -^-'^ 

The complaints and mutual accufations which African 

, contro- 

affailed the throne of Conitantine, as foon as the veify, 
death vof Maxentius had fubmitted Africa to his ^'^' ^"' 
viiStorious arms, were ill adapted to edify an im- 
perfeft profelyte. He learned, with furprife, that 
the provinces of that great country, from the con- 
fines of Cyrene to the columns of Hercules, were 
diftrafted with religious difcord ^ The fource of 
the divifion was derived from a double eledlion in 
the church of Carthage; the fecohd, in rank and 
opulence, of the ccclefiaftical thrones of the Weft. 
Crecilian and Majorinus were the two rival pri- 
mates of Africa ; and the death of the latter foon 
made room for Donatus, who, by his fuperior 
abilities and apparent virtues, was the firmed 
fupport of his party. The advantage which 
Cascilian might claim from the priority of his 
ordination, was deftroyed by the illegal, or at 
lead indecent, hade, with which it had been per- 
formed, without expecting the arrival of the 

i Sozomen, 1. i. c. 22. Socrates, 1. i. c. 10. Thefe hiftorians 
have been fufpefted, but I think without reafon, of an attachment 
to the Novatian do6lrine. The emperor faid to the bi(hop» 
*' Acefms, take a ladder, and get up to Heaven by yourfelf." Moft 
of the Chriftian fefts have, by turns, borrowed the ladder of 
Acefius. 

^ The bed materials for this part of ecclefiaftical hlftory may be 
found in the edition of Optatus Milevitanus, publifhed (Paris 1700) 
by M. Dupin, who has enriched it with critical notes, geographical 
difcuflions, original records, and an accurate abridgement of the 
whole controverfy. M. de Tillemont has beftowed on the Donatifts 
the greateftpart of a volume (tom. vi, part i,) : and I am indebted 
to him for an ample colleflion of all the paffages of his favourite St. 
AiiguHin, which relate tQ thofe heretics. 

X J bifliops 
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^Sa ^* bifliops of Numidia, The authority of theft 
bilhops, who, to the number of feventy, con- 
demned Caecilian, and confecrated Majorinus, is 
again weakened by the infamy of fomc of their 
perfonal charaders -, and by the female intrigues, 
facrilegious bargains, and tumultuous proceedings 
which are imputed to this Numidian council % 
The bifhops of the contending faftions main- 
tained, with equal ardour and obftinacy, that their 
adverfaries were degraded, or at lead dilhonoured, 
by the odious crime of delivering the Holy Scrip- 
tures to the officers of Diocletian. From their 
mutual reproaches, as well as from the ftory of 
this dark tranfaftion, it may juftly be inferred, 
that the late perfecution had embittered the zeal, 
without reforming the manners, of the African 
Chriftians. That divided church was incapable 
of affording an impartial judicature} the con- 
troverfy was folemnly , tried in five fucceflivc 
tribunals, which were appointed by the emperor | 
and the whole proceeding, from the firft appeaj 
to the final fcntence, lafted above three years, 
A feverc inquifition, which was taken by the 
JPraetorian vicar, and the proconful of Africa, tho 
report of two epifcopal victors who had beenfent 

7 Schifma igitur illo temporp confqfae mulierls iracundia peperit j 
?imbitus nutrivit J avaritja roboravit. Optatus, 1. i. c. 19. The 
language of Purpurius is thatof afmiousmadipan. Diqitur tc necaffe 
/ilios fororis tuae duos. Purpurius rcfpondrt i Putas me terreri a tc 
. . , occidi ; et o'cido eo§ cjui contra me faciunt, A^ia Concilf 
Cirtenfis, ad calc. Optat. p, 274. When Cjecilian was invited tQ 
an afferably of bifhops, Pui-purius faid to his brethren, or rather to 
his accomplices, " Let him come hither to receive our impoHtion of 
•* hands ; and wc will break his head by way of penance.*' Qptat^ 
J. u c. JJ, 

to 
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XXI. 



to Carthage, the decrees of the councils of Rome c nA, P 



and of Aries, and the fupremc judgnnent of Con- 
ftantine hioifelf in his facred confiftory, were all 
favourable to the caufe of Cascilian ; and he was 
unanimoufly acknowledged by the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical powers, as the true and lawful prinnate of 
Africa. The honours and cftates of the church 
were attributed to his fufFragan bifhops, and it was 
not without difficulty, that Conftantine was fatif- 
fied with inflifting the punifKment of exile on the 
principal leaders of the Donatift faftion. As 
their caufe was examined with attention, perhaps 
it was determined with juftice. Perhaps their 
complaint was not without foundation, that 
the credulity of the emperor had been abufed 
by the infidious arts of his favourite Ofius. The 
influence of falfehood and corruption might pro- 
cure the condemnation of the innocent, or aggra- 
vate the fentencc of the guilty. Such an aft, 
however, ofinjuftice, if it concluded an impor- 
tunate difputc, might be numbered among the 
jranfient evils of a defpotic adminiftration, which 
are neither felt nor remembered by pofl:erity. 

But this incident, fo inconfiderable that it Schifmof 
fcarccly defervcs a place in hiftory, was produftive natifts, 
of a memorable fchifms which afflided the pro- A.D. 315. 
"vinces of Africa above three hundred years, and 
was extinguiflied only with Chriftianity itfdf. 
The inflexible zeal of freedom and fanaticifm ani- 
mated the Donatifl:s to refufe obedience to the 
ufurpers, whofe elcftion they difputcd, and whofe 
fpiritual powers they denied. Excluded from 
the civil and religious communion of mankind, 
X 4 they 
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^ x^a ^' ^^^^ boldly excommunicated the reft of mankind, 
I.I y \.i who had embraced the impious party of Cascilian, 
and of the Traditors, from whom he derived his 
pretended ordination. They afferted with con- 
fidence, and almoft with exultation, that the 
Apoftolical fucceffion was interrupted ; that all 
the bifliops of Ejjrope and Afia were infefted by 
the contagion of guilt and fchifm -, and that the 
prerogatives of the Catholic church wer^ confined 
to the chofen portion of the African believers, 
who alone had preferved inviolate the integrity of 
their faith and difcipline. This rigid theory wai 
fupported by the moft uncharitable condudl. 
Whenever they acquired a profelyte, even from 
the diftant provinces of the Eaft, they carefully 
repeated the facred rites of baptifm • and ordipa- 
tion ; as they rejefted the validity of thofe which 
he had already received from the hands of here- 
tics or fchifmatics. Bifliops, virgins, and even 
fpotlefs infants, were fubjeftcd to the difgrace of 
a public penance, before they could be admitted 
to the communion of the Donatifts. If they ob* 
tained poflefllon of a church which had been ufcd 
by their Catholic advcrfaries, they purified the 
unhallowed building with the fame jealous care 
which a temple of Idols might have required* 
They walhed the pavement, fcrapcd the walls, 

' The coupfils of Ar^ps, of Nice, and pf T^tpt, confirmed the 
wife and pioderate praftice of the church of Rome. The Donatifts^ 
however, had the advantage of maintaining thefentiment of Cyprian, 
and of a confid^rable part of the primitive church. Vincentins Liri» 
Tienfig (p, 332. ap. Tillemont, Mem, Ecclef. torn, vi, p, 138.) ha^ 
explained why the Donatifts are* eternally burning with the Devil, 
wUile St. Cypriaq reigns in heaven with J^fus Ghrift, 
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burnt the altar, which was commonly of wood, chap. 
melted the confecrated plate, and caft the Holy 
Eucharift to the dogs, with every circumftancc of 
ignominy which could provoke and perpetuate 
the animofity of religious fadlions ^. Notwith- 
ftanding this irreconcilable averfion, the two par- 
ties, who were mixed and feparated in all the 
cities of Africa, had the fame language and man- 
ners, the fame zeal and learning, the fame faith 
and worlhip, Profcribed by the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical powers of the empire, the Donatifts ftill 
maintained in fome provinces, particularly in 
Numidia, their fuperior numbers ; and four hun- 
dred bifliops acknowledged the jurifdi6tion of 
their primate. But the invincible fpirit of the 
feiSt fometimes preyed on its own vitals j and the 
bofom of their fchifmatical church was torn by 
inteftine divifions. A fourth part of the Donatift 
bilhops followed the independent ftandard of the 
Maximianifts. The narrow and folitary path 
which their firft leaders had marked out, con- 
tinued to deviate from the great fociety of 
mankind. Even the imperceptible fed of the 
Rogatians could affirm, without a blufh, that 
when Chrift ftiould dcfcend to judge the earth, 
he would find his true religion preferved only^ in 
n few namelefs villages of the Casfarean Mau- 
ritania '% 

9 See the fixth book of Optatus Milevitanus, p. 91—100. 

'o Tillemont, Mem. Ecclefiaftiques, torn. vi. part i. p. 253. He 
laughs at their partial cruelty. He revered Auguftin^ tl^e great doc^ 
fpr of the fyftem of predcftination, 

The 
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CHAP. The fchifm of the Donatifts was confined to 

XXI. . . . . ■ 

^...-..^^.Ij Africa : the more difFufive nriifchief of the Trini- 

TheTriBi- Parian controverfy fucccflively penetrated into 

tanan con- ' ^ ^ J tr 

troverfy. evcry part of the Chriftian world. The former 
was an accidental quarrei, occafioned by the abufe 
of freedom j the latter was a high and myfterious 
argument, derived from the abufe of philofophy. 
From the age of Conftantine to that of Clovis and 
Theodorlc, the temporal interefts both of the 
Romans and Barbarians were deeply involved in 
the tTieological difputes of Arianifm. The hifto- 
rian may therefore be permitted refpeftfuUy to 
withdraw ..he veil of the fanftuary 5 and to deduce 
the progrefs of reafon and faith, of error and paf- 
fion, from the fchool of Plato to the decline and 
fall of the empire. 
^*Phto!"* ^^^ genius of Plato, informed by his own 
Before ^ meditation, or by the traditional knowledge of ' 
the priefts of Egypt ", had ventured to explore 
the myfterious nature of the Deity. When he 
had elevated his mind to the fublime contempla- 
tion of the firft felf-exiftent, neceflary caufe of the 
univerfe, the Athenian fage was incapable of conr 
ceiving how the fimple unity of his effence could 

*» Plato Egyptum peragravit ut a facerdotibus Barbaris numcros et 
f*/£^w accipercit. Cicero deFinibus, v. 25. The Egyptians might 
ftiJl preferve the traditional creed of the Patriarchs. Jofephus ha? 
perfuadcd many of the Chriftian fathers, that Plato derived a part of 
his knowledge from the Jews j but this vain opinion cannot be re- 
conciled with the obfcure ftate and unfocial manners of the Jewifti 
people, wiiofc fcriptures were not accefRble to Greek curiofity till 
more than one hundred years after the death of Plato. See Mar- 
/ham, Canon. Chron. p. 144, Lc Clerc, Epiftol. Critic, viil 
p. 177— 194« 

admit 
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admit the infinite variety of diftinft and fucccffive chap* 
ideas which compofe the model of the in-^ u^,^^. 
tellcftual world ; how 2l Being purely incorporeal 
could execute that perfeft model, and mould with 
a plaftic hand the rude and independent chaos. 
The vain hope of extricating himfelf from thefc 
difficulties, which muft ever opprefs the feeble 
powers of the human mind, might induce Plato 
to confider the divine nature under the threefold 
modification ; of the firft caufe, the reafon or 
LogoSj and the foul or fpirit of the univerfe. TKcLo^ 
His poetical imagination fometimes fixed and ° 
animated thefe metaphyfical abftraftions; the three 
archical or original principles were reprefented in 
the Platonic fyftem as three Gods, united with 
each other by a myfterious and ineffable genera- 
tion ; and the Logos was particularly confidered 
under the more acceffible character of the Son of 
an Eternal Father, and the Creator and Governor 
of the world. Such appear to have been the 
fecret doftrines which were cautioufly whifpered 
in the gardens of the academy i and which, ac- 
cording to the more recent difciples of Plato, 
could not be perfectly underflood, till after an 
affiduous ftudy of thirty years '*. 

The arms of the Macedonians difFufed over taught in 
Afia and Egypt the language aftd learning of o/a1c^ 

andria. 
>» The modern guides who lead me to the knowle^e of the Pla- pf °^^ 
tonic fyftem arc, Cudworth (Intelleftual Syftem, p.. 568— 620. )> 
Bafnage (Hift. tks Juifs, 1. iv. c. iv. p. 53— 86. )i Lc Cleix (Epift. 
Crit» vii. p. 194.-109.), and Brucker (Hift> Philofoph. torn. i. 
p. 675—706.). As the learning of thefc writers was equal, and 
their intention different, an inquifitivc obferver may derive inftru^lioa 
fropi their difjputcs, and certainty from th«ir agreement. 

Greece i 
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CHAP. Greece ; and the theological fyftem of Plato was 
i_ -, Lr taught, with Icfs refcrvc, and perhaps with fomc 
improvemcntSj in the celebrated fchool of Alex- 
andria **. A numerous colony of Jews had been 
invited, by the favour of the Ptolemies, to fettle 
in their new capital '*. While the bulk of the 
nation praAifed the legal ceremonies, and purfued 
the lucrative occupations of commerce, a few 
Hebrews, of a more liberal fpirit, devoted their 
lives to religious and philofophical contempla- 
tion '^ They cultivated with diligence, and em- 
braced with ardour, the theological fyftem of the 
Athenian fage. But their national pride would 
have been mortified by a fair confeffion of their 
former poverty : and they boldly marked, as the 
facred inheritance of their anceftors, the gold and 
jewels which they had fo lately ftolen from their 
Bcfort Egyptian mailers. One hundred years before the 
birth of Chrift, a philofophical treatife, which 
manifeftly betrays the ftile and fentiments of the 
fchool of Plato, was produced by the Alexandrian 
Jews, and unanimoufly received as a genuine and 
valuable relic of the infpired Wifdom of Solo- 
mon '^ A fimilar union of the Mofaic faith, and 

the 

^} Brucker, Hift. Philofoph. torn. i. p. 1349 — 1357. The 
Alexandrian fchool is celebrated by Strabo (1. xvii.) and Axnmianus 
(xxli. 60' 

»4 Jofeph, Antjquitat. L xii. c. i. 3. Bafnage, Jlift. des Juifs, 
|. vii. c. 7. 

>5 For the origin of the Jcwifh philofophy, fee Eufebius, Prscpai-at. 
JEvangel. viii. 9, 10. According to Philo, the Therapeutae fhidicd 
philofophy ; and Brucker has proved (Hift. Philofoph. tpm. ii» 
p. 7S7.)> that they gave the preference to that of Plato. 

>6 See Calmet, Diffeitaticns fur la Bible, torn. ii. p. 177, The 
took of tlje Wifdom of Solomon was received by many of the fathers 

as 
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the Grecian philofophy, diftinguifhes the works ^ ^^ ^* 
of Philo, which were compofed, for the moft 
part, under the reign of Auguftus'^. The 
material foul of the univerfe '® might offend the 
piety of the Hebrews : but they applied the cha- 
rafter of the Logos to the Jehovah of Mofes and 
the patriarchs ; and the Son of God was introduced 
upon earth under a vifible, and even human 
appearance, to perform thofe familiar offices which 
fcem incompatible with the nature and attributes 
of the Univerfal Caufe '^ 

The eloquence of Plato, the name of Solomon, Revealed 
the authority of the fchool of Alexandria, and the Apoftie 

St. John, 

as the work of that monarch ; and although rejefted by the Proteft- * ' ^^* 
ants for want of a Hebrew original, it has obtained, with the reft of 
the Vulgate, the fanflion of the council of Trent. 

»7 The Platonifm of Philo, which was famous to a proverb, is 
proved beyond a doubt by LeClerc (Epift. Crit. viii. p. an — X28.). 
Bafnage (Hift. des Juifs, 1. iv. c. 5.) has clearly afcertained, that 
the theological works of Philo were compofed before the death, and 
moft probably before the birth, of Chrift. In fuch a time of dark- 
nefs, the knowledge of Philo is more aftonifhing than his errors* 
Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. i. p. 12. 

'* Mens agitat molcm, et magno fe corporl mifcet. 
Befides this material foul, Cudworth has difcovered (p. 562.) in 
Amelius, Porphyry, Plotinus, and, as he thinks, in Plato himfelf, 
a fuperior, fpiritual, upercofmian foul of the univerfe. But this double 
foql is exploded by Brucker, Bafnage, and Le Clerc, as an idle fancy 
of the latter Platonifts. 

*9 Petav. Dogmata Thcologica, torn. 11. 1. viii. c. 2. p. 791* 
Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. i. p, 8. 13. This notion, till it 
was abufed by the Arians, was freely adopted in the Chriftian theo- 
logy. TertuUian (adv. Praxeam, c. 16.) has a remarkable and 
dangerous paflage. After contrafting, with indifcreet wit, the na- 
ture of God, and the anions of Jehovah, he concludes : Scilicet ut 
hsec de filio Dei non credenda fuifle, il non fcripta effent 5 fortafle. 
Bon credenda de Patre licet fcripta, 

confent 
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CHAP, confcnt of the Tews and Greeks, were infufficienC 
to cftablifh the truth of a myfterious dodrine, 
which might pleafc, but could not fatisfy, a ra- 
tional mind. A prophet, or apoftle, infpircd by 
the Deity, can alone exercife a lawful dominion 
over the faith of mankind j and the theology of 
Plato might have been for ever confounded with 
the philofdphical vifions of the Academy, the 
Porch, and the Lycasum, if the name and divine 
attributes of the Logos had not been confirmed by 
the ccleftial pen of the J aft and moft fublime of the 
'Evangelifts*°. The Chriftian Revelation, which 
was confummated under the name of Nerva, dif- 
clofed to the world the amazing fecret, that the 
Logos, who was with God from the beginning, 
and was God, who had made all things, and for, 
whom all things had been made, was incarnate in 
the perfon of Jefus of Nazareth j who had becrt 
born of a virgin, and fuffered death on the crofs. 
Befides the general defign of fixing on a perpetual 
bafis the divine honours of Chrift,*the moft ancient 
and refpeclablc of the ecclefiaftical writers have 
afcribed to the evangelic theologian, a particular ' 
intention to confute two oppofite herefies, which 
difturbed the peace of the primitive church *'. 

-o The Platonifts admired the beginning of the Gofpel of St. 
John, as containing anexaft tranfciipt of their own principles. Au* 
guftin. de Civitat. Dei, x. 29. Amelius apud Cyril, adverf. Julian. 
1. viii. p. 285. But in the third and fourth centuries, the Platonifts 
of Alexandria might improve their Trinity, by the fecret ftudy of the 
Chriftian theology. 

*' SeeBeaufohre Hift. Critique du Manicheifme, torn. i. p. 377- 
The Gofpel according to St. John is fuppofed to have been publiftied 
about feventy years after the death of Cliiift. 

I. The 
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I. The faith of the Ebionites ", perhaps of the C h^p. 
Nazarenes *', was grofs and impcrfeft. They k. .■^.- ,/' 
revered Jcfus as the greateft of the prophets, Ebonites 
endowed with fupernatural virtue and power, and Do- 
They afcribed to his perfon and to his future reign 
all the prediftions of the Hebrew oracles which 
relate to the fpiritual and everlafting kingdom of 
the promifed Mefliah**. Some of them might 
confefs that he was born of a virgin ; but they ' 
obftinately rejected the preceding exiftence and 
divine perfcftions of the Logos, or Son of God, 
which are fo clearly defined in the Gofpel of St. 
John. About fifty years afterwards, the Ebionites, 
whofe errors are mentioned by Juftin Martyr with 
lefs feverity than they feem to deferve*', formed a 
Very inconfiderable portion of the Chriftian name. 
II. The Gnoftics, who were diftinguifhed by the 
epithet of Docetes, deviated into the contrary ex- 
treme; and betrayed the human, while they 

** The fentiments of the Ebionites are fairly ftated by Moiheim 
(p* 33'0 and Le Clerc (Hift. Ecclef. p. 535. )• The Clementines» 
publifhed among the apoftollcal fathers, are attributed by the critics 
to one of thefc fe6ianes. 

*' Staunch polemics, like Bull (Judicium Ecclef. Cathol. c. i.J, 
infift on the orthodoxy of the Nazarenes; which appears left pure 
and certain in the eyes of Mo(beLm (p. 330.). . 

*4 The humble condition and fuffeiings of Jefus have* always 
l>€en a ftumbling-.block.to the Jews. <« Deus . . . contrariis colori- 
** bus Mefliamdepinxeratj futuru« erat Rex, Judex, Paftor,'* &c. 
See Limborch et Orobio Arnica Collat. p. 8. 19. 53—76. i^z^^z^^. 
But this.objefUon has obliged the believing Chriftians to lift up their 
eyes to a fpiritual and everlafting kingdom. 

^s Juftin Martyr, Dialog, cum Tryphonte, p. 143, 144. See Le 
Clere, Hift. Ecclef. p. 615. Bull, and his editor Grabe (Judicium 
Ecdcf. Cathol. c. 7. and Appendix), attempt to diftort either th« 
fentiments or the words of Juftin ; but their violent correftion of the 
tiext is reje^ed even by the B^nedi^ne editors. 

2 aflerted 
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CHAP, aflerted the divine, nature of Chrift. Educated 

C ^-^u in the fchool of Plato, accuftomed to the fublimc 

idea of the LogoSj they readily conceived that the 
brighteft jEon^ or Emanation of the Deity, might 
airuoie the outward fhape ^nd vifible appearances 
of a mortal ^^ -, but they vainly pretended, that the 
imperfedions of matter are incompatible with the 
purity of a celcftial fubilancc. While the blood 
of Chrift yet fmoked on Mount Calvary^ the 
Docetes invented the impious and extravagant 
hypothefis, that, inftead of iffuingfrom thewonob 
of the Virgin *% he had defcended on the banks 
of the Jordan in the form of perfeft manhood s 
that he had impofed on the fenfes of his enemies, 
and of 'his difciples j and that the minifters of 
Pilate had wafted their impotent rage on an airy 
phantom, yvhofeemedto expire on thecrofs, and, 
after three days, to rife from the dead **. 
Myftcrious The divine fanftion, which the Apoftle had 
thcTri^ beftowed on the fundamental principle of the 



•ity. 



*^ The Allans reproached the orthodox party with borrowing their 
Trinity from the Valentinians and Marcionites. See Beaufobre, 
Hift. dxL Manicheifme, 1. iii. c. 5. 7. 

*7 Non dignum eft ex utero credere Deum, ct Denm Chriftam 
• • • . non dignum eft ut tanta majcftas per fordes et fqnalores mulie-* 
ris tranfire credatui:. The Gnoftics aflerted the impurity of matter, 
and of marriage; and they were fcandaltzed by the grofs interpreta- 
tions of the fathers^ and even of Auguftin himfelf. See Beaufobre, 
torn. ii. p. 523. 

** Apoftolis adhuc in faeculo fuperftitibns apud Judaeara Chrifti 
fanguine recente^ et pbantafma corpus Domini aflefebatur. Cote* 
lerius thinks (Patres Apoftol. tom. ii. p. 24.) that thofc who will not 
allow the Docttet to have arifen in the time of the Apoftles, may with 
equal reafon deny that the fun fhines at noon-day. Thcfc Docttet^ 
who formed the moft confiderable party among the GnoftTcs, were fo 
called, becaufe they granted only a fiemin^ body to Chiift. 

theology 
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theology of Plato, encouraged the learned profc- ^ H^^^- 
lytes of the fccond and third centuries to adoiire ^ , ^ im^ 
and ftudy the writings of the Athenian fage> who 
had thus marvelloufly anticipated one of the moft 
furprifing difcoverics of the Chriftian revelation* 
The refpeftable name of Plato was ufed by the 
orthodox *^, and abufed by the heretics '% as the 
common fupport of truth and error t the authority 
of his Ikilful commentators, and the fcience of 
diale(?bics, were employed to juftify the rcttiote " 
confequences of his opinions -, and to fupply the 
difcrect filence of the infpired writers. The fame 
fubtle and profound queftions concerning the 
nature, the generation, the diflinftion, and the 
equality of the three divine perfons of the myftc- 
j^ious Triady or Trinity '*, were agitated in the 
philofophical, and in the Chriftian, fchools of 
Alexandria. An eager fpirit of curiofity urged 

*9 Some proofs of the refpeft which the Chriftians entertained fdf 
fhe perfon and do^rine of Plato, may be found in De la Mothe le 
Vayer, tdm. v. p. 135, &c. edit. 1757$ and B^nage, Hift. det 
}uifs, torn. iy. p. 19. ^^^ Sec, 

30 Doleo bona fide, Pfatonem omnium haereticoi^m condimen- 
tarium fa^um. TeituUian. de Anima, c. 23* Pctavius (Dogm. 
Theolog. tom. iii. proleg. 1.) (heWs that this was a gen'feral com- 
plaint. BeaUfobre (tom. i. 1, iii. c. 9, 10.) has deduced the 
Gnoftic errors from Platonic principles 5 and as, in the fchool of 
Alexandria, thofe principles were blended with the Oriental philo- 
fi>phy (Brucker, tom. i. p» 1356*), the fentiment of Beaufobre may 
be reconciled .with the opinion of Moiheim (General Hiftoiy of the 
Church, vol. i. p* 37.). 

3* If Theophilus, bifliop of Antioch (fee Dupin, Bibliotheque 
Ecclefiaftique, torn. i. p. 66.), Was the firft who employed the word 
Triad, Trinity, that abftra6^ term, which was already familiar to the 
Ichools of philofophy, mpft have been introduced into the theology 
of the Chriftians after the middle of the fecond century. 

Vol. III. Y them 
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^ XXI ^' ^^^^ ^^ explore the fecrcts of the abyfi ; and the 
pride of the profeffors, and of their difciples, was 
fatisfied with the fcicncc of words. But the moft 
fagacious of the Chriftian theologians, the great 
Athanafius himfelf, has candidly confeffed^*, that 
whenever he forced his underftanding to meditate 
on the divinity of the Z^gos, his toilfonne and un- 
availing efforts recoiled on themfelves ; that the 
more he thought, the Icfs he comprehended ; and 
the more he wrote, tHe Icfs capable was he of ex- 
preffing his thoughts. In every ftep of the enquiry, 
we are compelled to feel and acknowledge the 
irhtneafurable difproportion between the fize of 
the objeft and the capacity of the human mind. 
We may drive to abftract the notions of time, of 
fpace, and of matter, which fo clofely adhere to 
all the perceptions of our experimental knowledge. 
But as foon as we prefume to reafon of infinite 
fubftance, of fpiritual generation ; as often as we 
deduce any pofitive conclufions from a negative 
idea, we are involved in darknefs, perplexity, and 
inevitable contradiftion. As thefe difficulties arife. 
from the nature of the fubjeft, they opprefs, with 
the fame infuperable weight, the philofophic and 
the theological difputant ; but we may obferve 
two efTential and peculiar circumflances, which 
difcriminated the doctrines of the Catholic church 
from the opinions of the Platonic fchool. 

^eriiofthe I. A chofen focicty of philofophers, men of a 
liberal education and curious difpofition, might 



Chriftians. 



>^ AthanaCus, torn. i. p. 808. His expreflions have an uncom- 
mon energy ; and as he was wTiting to Monks, there could not be, 
any occafion for him to afc^ a i-ational language. 

§ ' filcntly 
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feiently meditate, and temperately difcufs, in the 
gardens of Athens or the library of Alexandria, 
the abftrufe queftions.of metaphyfical Icience* 
The lofty fpeculations, which neither convinced 
the underftanding, nor agitated the paflions, of 
the Platonifts themfelves, were careJefsly over-* 
looked by the idle, the bufy, and even the ftudioua 
part of mankind ". But afcer the Logos had been 
revealed as the facred object of the faith, the 
hope, and the religious worfliip of the Chriftians 1 
the myfteriousfyftem was embraced by a numerous 
and increafing multitude in every province of the 
Roman world. Thofe perfons who, from their 
age, or fex, or occupations, were the leaft qua- 
lified to judge, who were the leaft exercifed in 
the habits of abftrafl: reafoning ; afpired to con^* 
template the ceconomy of the Divine Nature 1 
and it is the boaft of Tcrtullian ^*, that a Chriftiaa 
mechanic could readily anfwer fuch queftions as 
had perplexed the wifcft of the Grecian fages* 
Where the fubjeft lies fo far beyond our reach, the 
difference between the higheft and the loweft of 
human underftandings may indeed be calculated 
as infinitely fmall ; yet the degree of weakneft 
may perhaps be meafured by the degree of obfti- 
nacy and dogmatic confidence. Thefe fpecula- 

35 In a treatife, which profeffed to explain the opinions of the an- 
cient philofophers concerning the nature of the gods, we might ex- 
pert to difcover the theological Trinity of Plato. But Cicero very 
honeftly confeffed, that though he had tranflated the Timasus, he 
could never underftand that myfterious dialogue* See Hieixjfiym* 
praef. ad 1. xii. in Ifajam, torn. v. p. 154. 

14 TertuUian. in Apolog. c. 46. See Bayle, Diftionnaire, au 
mot Simomde. His remarks on the prefumption of TertuUian are 
irof^und and interefling. 

Y 2 fions. 
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CHAP, tions, infteid of being treated as the amufcment 
^^^' of a vacant hour, becanne the mod ferious bafinefs 
of the prefent, and the moft ufcful preparation for 
^ future, life. A theology, which it was incum- 
bent to believe, Which it ^as impious to doubt, 
and which it might be dangerous, and even fatal, 
to ni?ftake, became the familiar topic of private 
meditation and popular difcourfe. The cold in- 
difference of philofophy was inflamed by the fer- 
vent Spirit of devotion; and even the metaphors 
6f common language fuggefted the fallacious 
prejudices of fenfe and experience. TheChriftians, 
who abhorred the grofs and impure jgeneration of 
the Greek mythology^*, were tempted to argue 
from the familiar analogy of the fili^Jrand paternal 
relations. The ch arafter of Son feemed to imply 
a perpetual fubordination to the voluntary author 
of his exifl:ence^i but as the aft of generation, 
in the moll fpiritual and abftraftcd fenfe, moft be 
fuppofed to tranfmit the properties of a common 
nature ^% they durft not prefume to circumfcribc 

35 La£^antius, iv. 2. Yet the Probok, or Prolatlo, which the moll 
orU>QdQX. diviiics borrowed without fcruple from the Valentiniansi 
and illt^ftrated by the comparifons of a fountain ^nd fti^aai, the: 
lun and its rays, &c. either meant nothing, or favoured a material 
idea of the divhue generation. See Beaufobre, torn* i. 1. iii. c. 7. 

3« Many of the primitive writers have frankly confeflcd, that the 
Son owed his being to the Wi7of tlie Father. See Clarke^s Scripture 
Trinity, p. aSo— 187. On the other hand, Athanafius and his' 
followers feem unwilling to grant what they are afraid to deny^ Thfc 
fchoolm^n f xtricate themfelves from this difficulty by the di^£lioft 
of a fricedin£:znd a concomitant will. Petav. Dogm. Theolog. torn. ii. 



1. vi.c. 8. p. 587—603. 

yj See Petav, JDognt* Thcolog. torn, ii* 1. ii, c, ic. p. 159. 



(he^ 
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the powers or the duration of the Son of an eternal ^ ^^ *• 
and omnipotent Father. Fourfcorc years after s^ ^■■ni.i 
the death of Chrift, the Chriftians of Bithynia de*- 
clared before the tribunal of Pliny, that they iri^ • 

vokcd him as a god : and his divine honours have 
been perpetuated in every age and country, by the 
various feds who aflume the name of his dif.^ 
ciples ^*. Their tender reverence for the memory 
of Chrift, and their horror for the pfofane worfhip 
of any created being, would l^ave engaged them 
to aflert the equal and abfolute divinity of the 
Logos^ if their rapid afcent towards the throne of , 
heaven had not been imperceptibly checked by 
the apprehenfiofi of violating the unity and fole 
fupremacy of the great Father of Chrift and of the 
Univerfe^ The fufpenfe and fludluation pro^ 
duced in the minds of the Chriftians by thefe op- 
polite tendencies, may be obferved in the writings 
of the theologians who flourifhed after the end of 
the jipoftolic age, and before the origin of the 
Arian controverfy. Their fuffrage is claimed, 
with equal confidence, by the orthodox and by 
the heretical parties; and the moft inquifitive 
critics have fairly allowed, that if they had the 
good fortune of poiTefling the Catholic verity, 
they have delivered their conceptions in loofe, 

3> Cannenqu^ Chiifto quaii Deo dicere fecum invicem. Pliri* 
Epift. X. 97. The (enfe of Dtusy eiAy, EMnm, in the ancient Ian* 
guagesy is critically examined by I^e Clerc (Ars Critica, p» 150-i^ 
356.)7 and the propriety of worshipping a Terf excellent creature, 
it ably cl^end^d^ by the Socinian Emlyn (Trafts, p. a9— 36^ 

y 3 inaccurate. 
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CHAP, inaccurate, and fometimes cohtradiftory Ian- 

.>— ^.— guage^% 

Authority IJ. The dcvotion of individuaU was the firft 

fljurch. circumftancc which diftinguiftied the Chriftians 
from the Platonifts : the fccond was the authority 
of the church. The difciples of philofophy aflerted 
the rights of intelleftual freedom, and their re- 
fpedl for the fentiments of their teachers was a 
liberal and voluntary tribute, which they offered 
to fuperior reafon. But the Chriftians formed a 
punierous and difciplined focietyj and the jurif- 
jdiftion of pheir laws and magiftrates was ftridly 
iCj^ercifed over the minds of the faithful. The 
Ipof? wanderings of the imagination were gra- 
dually confined by creeds and confeflions *° ; the 
freedom of private judgment fubmitted to the 
public wifdom of fynods j the authority of a theo- 
logian was determined by his ecclefiaftical rank j 
and the epifcopal fucceflbrs of the apoftles inflifted 
the cenfures of the church on thofe who deviated 
fi-om the orthodox belief. But in an age of ye- 
Jigious controverfy, every a6t of opprefflon adds 
new force to the elaftic vigour of the mind ; and 
the zeal or obftinacy of a fpiritual rebel was fome**- 
tinies ftin^ulated by fecret motives of ambition or 

39 See Daille de Ufu Patrum, and Le Clerc, Bibliothcque Uni-: 
rerfelle, torn. x. p. 409. To arraign the faith of the Anti-Nicene 

, fathers, was the objefl, or at leaft has been the effeft, of the ftupen- 
dous work of Petavius on the Trinity (Dogm. Theolog. torn, ii.) 5 
nor has the deep impreffion been erazed by the learned defence of 
BifliopBuU. 

40 The moft ancient creeds were drawn up with the greatcft lati- 
tude. See Bull (Judicium Ecclef. Cathol.), who tries to prevent 
^pifcopius from deriving any advantage from this obfervation. 

avarice^ 
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avarice. A metaphyfical argument became the ^5^^ 
caufe or pretence of political contefts j the fubtle- u- - y ^ 
ties of the Platonic fchool were uf<?d as the badges ^*^*^»•' 
of popular faftions, and the diftance which fepa- 
rated their refpeftive tenets was enlarged or mag- 
nified by the acrimony of difpute. As long as the 
dark herefies of Praxeas and Sabellius laboured to 
confound the Father with the St>n **, the orthodox 
party might be excufed if they adhered more 
ftriftly and more earneftly to the diJlinSiony than 
to the equality of the divine perfons. But as foon 
as the heat of controverfy had fubfidcd, and the 
progrefs of the Sabellians was no longer an objecJt 
of terror to the churches of Rome, of Africa, or of 
Egypt 5 the tide of theological opinion began to 
flow with a gentle but fteady motion toward the 
contrary extreme ; and the mod orthodox dodlors 
allowed themfelves the ufe of the terms and defi- 
nitions which had been cenfured in the mouth of 
the feclaries *\ After the edi6t of toleration had 
reftored peace and leifure to the Chriftians, the 
Trinitarian controverfy was revived in the ancient 
feat of Platonifm, the learned, the opulent, the 
tumultuous city of Alexandria; and the flame of 
religious difcord was rapidly communicated from 
the fchools, to the clergy, the people, the pro- 

4> The herefies of Praxens, S .bellius. &c. are accurately explain- 
ed by Mofheim (p. 4^5. 6S j — 714.), Praxeas, who came to Rome 
about the end of the iccond century, deceived, for fome time, the 
fimpliclty of the liihop, and was confuted by the pen of the angry 
Tertullian. 

4* Socrates acknowledges, that the herefy of Arius proceeded 
from his ihorg defiie to embrace an opinion the inoft diametrically 
oppofite to that of Sabellius. 

Y 4 vince. 
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CHAP- vihce, and tbc Eaft. The abftrufe queftion of 
\^^^^ the eternity of the Logas was agisted in ecclefiaftic 
conferences, and popular fermons ; and the hcte» 
Arim. rodox opinions of Arius *^ were foon made public 
by his own zeal, and by that of his adverfaries. 
His moft implacable adverfaries have acknow- 
ledged the learning and blamelefs life of that 
eminent prefbyter i who, in a former eleftion, had 
declared, and perhaps generoufly declined, hia 
pretenfions to the epifcopal throne **. His com- 
petitor Alexander aflumed the office of hisjudge. 
The important caufe was argued before him ; and 
if at firft he feemed tp hefitate, he at length^ pro- 
nounced his final fentence, as an abfolute rule of 
faith *^ The undaunted prefbyter, who prefumed 
to refift the authority of his angry biftiop, was 
ieparatcd from the communion of the church. 
But the pride of Arius was > fupported by the 
applaufe of a numerous party. He reckoned 
>mong his immediate followers two biihops of 

43 The figure and manners of Arlus, the charafler and numberi 
of his firft pfofelytes, aie painted in very lively colours by. Epipha-r 
nius (torn. i. Haeref. Ixix. 3. p. 729.) 5 ^uid we cannot but regret 
that he fhould foon forget the hiftorian^ to affume the taik of con* 
trovcrfy. 
^ 44 See Philoftorgius (1. i. c, 3.), and Godefroy's ample Comr 

l»entary. Yet the credibility of Philoftorgius is leflened, in the eyet 
of the orthodox, by his Arianifm ; and in thofe of 4*ational critics, by 
his pafTioni his prejudice, and his ignorance. 

45 Sozomen (1. i. c. 15.) reprefents Alexander as indifferent, 
and even ignorant, in the beginning of the controverfy ; while So- 
crates (1. i. c. 5.) afcribes the origin of the difpute to the vain 
curiofity of his theological fpeculations. Dr. Jortin (Remarks on 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 178.) has cenfured, with his ufual 
freedom, the con4y6i of Alexander ; vfos fyn* •f#irTiT«u • • • « 

Egypt, 
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Egypt, feven preftyters, twelve deacons, and <^ H A p, 
(what may appear almoft incredible) feven huh* ^^^-_f 
dred virgins. A large majority of the biftiops of 
Afia appeared to fupport or favour his caufe^ 
^nd their meafures were conducted by Eufebius 
of Caefarea, the mod learned of the Chriftian pre-^ 
lates; and by Eufebius of Nicomedia, who had 
acquired the reputation of a ftatefman without 
forfeiting that of a faint. Synods in Paleftine 
i^nd Bithynia were oppofed to the fynods of Egypt. 
The attention of the prince and people was at- 
traftcd by this theological difputej and thedeci- 
fion, at the end of fix years *% was referred to the AtD. 311 
jRjpremc authority of the general council of Nice. 

When the myfteries of the Chriftian faith were Three fyf- 
dangeroufly expofed to public debate, it might Trinhy! * 
be obferved, that the human underftanding was 
capable of forming three difti-nft, though imper- 
hGt, fyftems, concerning the nature o1f the Divine 
Trinity; and it was pronounced, that none of 
thcfe fyftems, in a pure and abfolute fenfe, were 
exempt from herefy and error ^\ I. According Atianifm. 
to the firft hypothefis, which was maintained by 
A"us and his difciplcs, the Lcg^ was a depend- 

. 46 The flames of Arianifra might burn for fomc time, in fectet; 
but there is reafon to believe that they burft out with violence as 
early as the year 319* Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vi. p# 
774-780. 

47 Quid credidit ? Certe, aut tria nomipa audiens tres Deos effe 
^redidit, et idololatra eifeflus eil ^ aut in tribus vocabulis trinomincm 
predens Deum, in Sabellii haerefim incurrit j 0ut edo6\us ab Ariani* 
unum effe verum Deum PatRm, filium et fpiritum fan^um credidit 
creaturas. Aut exti'a hxc quid credere potuerit nefcio. Hieronym* 
9dv. Luciferianos. Jerom referves for the iaft the ortl^odox fyftem, 
frbich is more complicate4 and diftculit. 

A cnt 
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^'MAP. ent and fpontaoeous produdion^ created from 
^-^-' , _« nothing by the will of the Father. The Son, by 
whom all things were made^, had been begotten 
before all worlds, and the longed of the aftrono- 
mical periods could be compared only as a fleet- 
ing moment to the extent of hb duration ; yet 
this duration was not infinite ^^ and there had 
been a time which preceded the ine^able genera- 
tion of the Logos. On this only begotten Son the 
Almighty Father had transfufed his ample fpirit, 
and impreflTed the effulgence of his glory. Vifible 
image of invifible perfection, he faw, at an im- 
meafurable diftance beneath his feet, the thrones 
of the brighteft archangels: yet he (hone only 
with a refltded light, and, like the fons of the 
.Roman emperors, who were invefted with the 
titles of Csefar or Auguftus ^% he governed the 
univerfe in obedience to the will of his Father and 
TfrthciTm. Monarch. II. In the fecond hypothefis, x}tit Lagos 
polTefled all the inherent, incommunicable pcr- 
fedions, which religion and philofophy appro- 
priate to the Supreme God, Three diftinft and 
infinite minds or fubftances, three co-equal and 
co-eternal beings, compofed the Divine Effence^*; 

and 

4^ As thcdoflrine of abfolutc creation from nothing, was gradually 
introduced among the Chriftians (Beaufobre, torn. ii. p. 165 — 2i5.)» 
the dignity of the workman very naturally rofe with that of the work. 

49 The mctaphyfics of Dr. Clarke (Scripture Trinity, p. zj6 — 
%9o.y could digcft an eternal generation from an infinite caufe. 

50 This prophane and abfurd fimile is employed by feveral of the 
primitive fathers, particulaily by Athenagoras, - in his Apology to 
the cmpeior Marcus and his fon ; and it is alleged, without ccnfure, 
by Bull himfelf. Sec Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. iii. c. 5. N^ 4. 

5" Sec Cudworth*s Intelle6lual Syftcm, p. 5,59. 579. This dan- 
gerous hypothefis was countenanced by the two Gregories^ of Nyfla 

and 
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and it would have implied contradiftion, that any ^^m ^' 
of them (hould not have exifted^ or that they v- -y-'i.v 
fhould ever ceafe to exift '*• The advocates of a 
fyftem which fcemed to eftablifh three independent 
Deities, attempted to preferve the unity of the 
Firft Caufe, fo confpicuous in the defign and 
order of the world, by the perpetual concord of 
their adminiftration, and the effential agreement 
of their will. A faint refemblance of this unity 
of aftion may be difcovered in the focieties of 
men, and even of animals. The caufes which 
difturb their harmony proceed only from the im- 
perfcdliojn and inequality of their faculties : but 
the omnipotence which is guided by infinite wif- 
dom and goodnefs, cannot fail of chufingthe fame 
means for the accomplifhment of the fame ends. 
IIL Three Beings, who, by the felf-derived Sabclllam- 
ncceffity of their exiftence, poflefs all the divine *"* 
attributes in the moft perfeft degree ; who arc 
eternal in duration, infinite in fpace, and inti- 
mately preferit to each other, and to the whole 
univerfe ; irrefiftibly force themfeJves on the afto- 
niftied mind, as one and the fame Being ", who, 
in the oeconomy of grace, as well as in that of 

and Nazianzen, by Cyril of Alexandria, John of Damafcus, &c. 

See Cud worth, p. 603. Le Clerc, Bibliotheque yniverfelle, torn. ; 

xviii. p. 97 — 105. 

5* Auguftin fcems to envy the freedom of the philofophers. 
Llberis verbis loquiintur philofophi .... Nts autem non dicimus 
duo vel tria principia, duos vcl tresDeos. De Civitat. Dei, x. as, 

53 Boetius, who was deeply verfed in the philofophy of Plato and^ 
Ariftotle, explains the unity of the Trinity by the in-difference of the 
^hrce perfons. See the judicious remarks of Le Clerc, Bibliotheque 
Choifie, torn. xvi. p. 225, &c. 

nature> 
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^^AP. nanircj may manifeft himfelf undlcr different 
'k m '^ ^m m D forms, and be confidered under different a(pcfts. 
By this hypothefis, a real fubftantial Trinity is 
refined into a trinity of names, and abftraft modi- 
fications, that fubfifl only in the mind which 
conceives therri. The Logos is no longer a per-- 
Ion, but an attribute ; and it is only in a figurative 
fenfe, that the epithet of Son can be applied to 
the eternal reafon which was with God frqni the 
beginning, and by which, not by whom, all things 
were made. The incarnation of the Logos is re- 
duced to a mere infpiration of the Divine Wifdom, 
which filled the foul, and direded all the actions 
of tjie man Jefus. Thus, after revolving round 
the theological circle, we are furprifcd to find 
that the Sabellian jends where the Ebionite had 
begun J and that the incomprehenfible myftery 
which excites our adoration, eludes our en* 
quiry *\ 
Council ^ If the bi(hops of the council of Nice " had 
A,D.^32j. been permitted to follow the unbiaflcd didates 

. 54 If the Sabellians were ftartled at this conduiion^ thcj were 
driven down another precipipe into the confeffioB| that the Father was 
born of a virgin, that he had fufFered on the crofs ) and thus defei-ved 
the odious epithet of Patri-paffiarts^ with which they were branded 
by their adverfaries. See the inve£lives of TertuUian againft Praxeas, 
and the temperate reflections of Moflieim (p,'423. 6Sj)i and Beau- 
fobre, torn. i. 1, iii. c. 6. p. 533, 

ss The tranfaiftions of the council of Nice are related by the 
ancients, not only in a partial, but in a very imperfeCl, manner. 
Such a picture as Fi-a-Paolo would have drawn, can never be 
recovered j but fuch rude fketches as have been traced by the pencil 
of bigotry, and that of reafon, may be feen in Tillembnt (Mem. 
Ecc'lef. torn. vi. p. 669—759.) and in Le Clerc (Bibliothecjue 
Univerfelle, torn, x. p. 4.35^4.54..). 

. of 
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of their c6nfcicnce, Arius and his aflbci^^ could 9^^^f 
fcarcery haye flattered themfelves with the hqpe^ y ^^'^ 
of obtaining a ipajority of yotes>. in favour of ai^ 
hypothefis fo diredly adverfe to the two molj: 
popular opinions of the. Catholic world. Thp 
Arians foon perceived the danger of their fitu^y 
;ion, and prudently aflumcd tl^ofe modeft virtues^ 
which, in the fury of civil and religious diflen^ 
tions, are feldom praftifcd, or even praifed, 
except by the weaker party. They recommended 
the exercife of Chriftian charity and moderation } 
urged the incomprehcnfxble nature of the contj-Or 
verfy ; difclaimed the ufe of any terms or defini- 
tions which could not be found in the fcriptures^ 
and ofl^ered, by very, liberal conceflions, to fatisfy 
their. adverfariesj without renouncing the integrity 
of their own principles. The viftorious faftiori 
received all their propofals With haughty fufpicioni 
and anxioufly fought for fome irreconcileable marlc 
of diftin^ion,, the reje6l*ion of which might in- 
volve the Arians in the guilt and confequences of 
hcrefy. A letter was publicly read, and' ignomi^ 
nioufly torn, in which their patron, Eufebiu^ of 
Nicomedia, ingenuoufly corifefled, that the ad- 
miflion of the Homoousion, or Confubftantial^^ moou?on» 
a word already familiar to the Platonifts, was in- 
compatible with the principles of their theological 
fyftcm. The fortunate opportunity was eagerly 
embraced by, the bilhops, who governed the refoT 
lutions of the fynod ; "and according to the lively 
cxpreflion of Ambrofc '% they ufcd the fword, 

which 

56 We are indebted to Ambrofe (de Fide, 1. lii. cap. ult.) for thtt 
knowledge of this curious anecdote* Hoc verbum pofuenint Patres, 

quod 
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CHAP, which hcrcfy itfclf had drawn from the fcabbard, 
to cut off the head of the hated monfter. The 
confubftantiality of the Father and the Son was 
cftablifhed by the council of Nice, and has been 
unanimoufly received as a fundartiental article of 
the Chriftian faith, by the confent of the Greek, 
die Latin, the Oriental, and the Protcftant 
churches. But if the fame word had not fervcd 
to ftigmatize the heretics, and to unite the Catho- 
lics,, it would have been inadequate to the purpbfc 
of the majority, by whom it was introduced into 
the orthodox creed. This majority was divided 
into two parties, diftinguilhed by a contrary ten- 
dency to the fentiments of the Tritheifts and of 
the Sabellians. But as thofe oppofite extremes 
feemed to overthrow the foundations either of 
natural, or revealed, religion, they mutually 
agreed to qualify the rigour of their principles : 
and to difavow the juft, but invidious, confe- 
quences, which might be urged by their an- 
tagonifts. The intereft of the common caufe 
inclined them to join their numbers, and to con- 
ceal their differences; their animofity was foftened 
by the healing counfels of toleration, and their 
difputes were fufpended by the ufe of the myfte-^ 
rious Homooujiony which either party was free to 
interpret according to their peculiar tenets. The 
Sabellian fenfe, which, about fifty years before, 
had obliged the council of Antioch " to prohibit 

^uod videmnt advcrfariis effe formidini 5 ut tanquam cvaginato ab 
ipfis gladio, ipfum nefands caput hcraefeos amputarent. 

97 See Bull, Defenf. Fid. Niccn. fea. ii. c. i. p., 25—36. He 
thinks it his duty to reconcile two orthodox fynods, 

this 
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this celebrated term, had endeared it to thofe ^ ^_^ ^-^ 
theologians who entertained a fecret but partial 
affeftion for a nominal Trinity. But the more 
fafhionable faints of the Arian times, the intrepid 
Athanafius, the learned Gregory Nazianzen, and 
the other pillars of the church, who fupported with 
ability and fuccefs the Nicene doftrine, appeared 
to confider the expreflion oifubftance, as if it had 
been fynonimous with that of natures and they 
ventured to illuftrate their meaning, by affirming 
that three men, as they belong to the fame com- 
rrlon fpecies, are confubftantial or homooufian to 
each other*'. This pure and diftinft equality 
was tempered, on the one hand, by the internal 
conneftion, and fpiritual penetration, which in- 
diffolubly unites the divine perfons " ; and on the 
other, by the pre-eminence of the Father, which 
was acknowledged as far as it is compatible with 
the independence of the Son*^ Within thefe 
limits the almoft invifible and tremulous ball of 
orthodoxy was allowed fecurely to vibrate. On 
cither fide, beyond this confecrated ground, the 

58 According to Ariftotle, the ftars were Homooufian to each 
other. ** That Homooufius means of one fubftance in kind, hath beeo 
** Ihewn by Petavius, Curcellaeus, Cudworth, Le Clerc, &c. and to 
•» prove it, would be adum agert.^* ■ This is the juft remark of 
Dr. Jortin (vol. ii. p. 212.), who examines the Aiian controvcrfy 
with learning, candour, and ingenuity. 

59 SeePetavius(Dogm.Thcolog. torn. ii. l.iv.c. i6.p.453,&c.)» 
Cudworth (p. 559. )> Bull(feft. iv. p. 285— 290. edit. Grab.). The 
TTt^iX^inrtiy or drcuminceffio, is perhaps the deepeft and daiktft comer 
of the whole theological abyfs. 

60 The third feftion of Bull's Defence of the Nicene Faith, which 
fome of his antagonifts have called nonfenfe, and others hcrcfy, is 
confecrated to the fupreraacy of the Father. 

heretics 
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c H A Pi heretics and the dsemons lurked in ambulh td 

XXI* 

furprife and devour the unhappy vrandercr. But 



IS the degrees of theological hatred depend pn the 
fpirit of the war, rather^ than on the importance 
of the controverfy, the heretics who degraded^ 
were treated with more feverity than thofe whp 
imnihilated, the perfon of the Son, The life of 
Athanafius was confumed in irreconcileable op* 
pofition to the impious madntfs of the Arians^' i 
but he defended above twenty years the Sabel- 
lianifmof Marcellus of Ancyra -, and when at laft 
he ,was compelled to withdraw himfelf from hi$ 
communion, he continued to mention, with ai^ 
limbiguous fmile, the venial errors of his refpec-^ 
table friend ^\ 
Arian The authority of a general council, to which 

CRcds. the Arians themfelves had been compelled to fub* 
mit,, infcribed on the banners of the orthodost 
party the myfterious charafters of the word 
' Homooufion^ which effentially contributed, not- 
withftapding fome obfcure difputes, fomc noctur- 
nal combats, to maintain and perpetuate the 
uniformity of faith, or at leaft of language. The 
Gonfubftantialifts, who by their fucccfs have de- 
ferved and obtained the title of Catholics, gloried 
in the limplicity and fieadinefs of their own creed, 

6i The ordinary appellation with ^yhich Atbanaiitis and hit 
Ibllowers chofe to compliment the Arians, was th^t of AnomMtuteu 

^* Epiphaniusy torn. i. Haeref. Ixxii. 4. p. 837. See the adven- 
tmrea of Marcellus, inTillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 880— • 
899). His work, in ent book, of the unity of God, was anfwere4 
i^ the sbret books, which are ftill extant, of Eufebius. After a long 
and careful examination, Petavius (torn, ii* 1. i. c. 14. p. 78.) baa 
reluctantly pronounced the coxld«mnatioQ of Marcellus. 

and 
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End infulted the repeated variations of their adver- C tt A 1?* 
faries, who were dcftitute of any certain rule of i 
faith. The finl:erity or the cunning of the Arian 
chiefs, the fear of the laws or of the people, their 
reverence for Chrift, their hatred of Athanafius, 
all the caufes, human and divine, that influence 
and dirturb the counfels of a theological faftion, 
introduced among the feftaries a fpirit of difcord 
and inconftancy, which, in the courfe of a few 
years, erefted eighteen difl^erent models of reli- 
gion % and avenged the violated dignity of the 
church. The zealous Hilary ^*, who, from the 
peculiar hardfliips of his fituation, was inclined to 
extenuate rather than to aggravate the errors of 
the Oriental clergy, declares, that in the wide 
extent of the ten provinces of Afia, to which he 
*had been banilhed, there could be found very 
few prelates who had preferved the knowledge of 
the true God *\ The oppreflion . which he had 
felt, the diforders of which he was the fpeftator 
and the viftrni, appeafed, during a fhort interval, 

6J Athanafius, in his epiftle concerning the fynods of Seleucia and 
Rimini (torn. i. p. 8S6 — 905.), has given an ample lift of Ariaa 
creeds, which has been enlarged and improved by the labours of the 
indefatigable Tilleraont (Mem. Ecclcf. tom. vi. p. 477.). 

64 Erafmus, with admirable fenfe and freedom, has delineated the 
jnft charafter of Hilary. To revife his text, to cempofe the annaU 
^ of his life, and to juftify his fentiments and, conduct, is the province 
of the Benedi6line editors^ 

^s Abfque epifcopo Eleufio et paucis cum eo, ex majore pirtt 
Afianae decem provincia, inter quas confifto, verc Deum nefciunt» 
Atque utinam pcnitus ncfcirent ! cum procliviore enira venii igno- 
i-arent quam obueftarcnt. Hilar, de Synodis, five de Fide Orien- 
talium, c. 63. p. 1186. edit. Benedi£^. In the celebrated parallel 
between atheifm and fuperftition, the bifhop of Poitiers would have 
been furprifcd in die philofophic fociety of Bayle and Plutaxch. 

Vol. HI. Z the 
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CHAP, the angry paflions of his foul ; and in the follow- 
^ ing paffage, of which I fhall tranfcribe a few lines, ^ 

the bifhop of Poitiers unwarily deviates into the 
ftyle of a Chriftian philofopher. " It is a thing/* 
fays Hilary, '^ equally deplorable and dangerous, 
** that there, are as many creeds as opinions amopg 
*' men, as many doftrines as inclinations, and as 
** many fources of blafphemy as there are faults 
'' among us ; becaufe we make creeds arbitrarily, 
*' and explain them as arbitrarily. The Homo- 
^^ oufion is rejefted, and received, and explained 
«« away by fucceflive fynods. The partial or total 
** refemblance of the Father and of the Son, is a 
*' fubjedt of difpute for thefe unhappy times* 
** Every year, nay every moon, we make new creeds 
*' to defcribe invifible myrteries. We repent of 
*^ what we have done, we defend thofe who repent, . 
*^ we anathematife thofe whom we defended. 
*« Wc condemn either the doftrinc of others in 
*' ourfelves, or o.ur own in that of others j and 
** reciprocally tearing one another to pieces, wc 
" have been the caufe of each other's ruin ^\'* 
Anaii It will not be expefted, it would not perhaps 

be endured, that I Ihould fwell this theological 
digreflion, by a minute examination of the eighteen 
creeds, the authors of which, for the moft part, 
difclaimed the odious name of their parent Arius, 
It is amufing enough to delineate the form, and 
to trace the Vegetation, of a lingular plant s but 

fi^ Hilarius ad Conftantium, 1. ii. c. 4., 5. p. 1127, 122S. This 
remarkable palTage deferved the attention of Mr. Locke, who has 
tranfcribed it (vol. iii. p. 470.) into the model of his new common, 
place book. 

the 
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the tedious detail of leaves without flowers, and CHAP, 
of branches without fruit, would foon exhauft the 
patience, and difappoint the curiofity, of the 
laborious ftudent* One queftion which gradually 
arofe fronn the Arian controverfy, may however 
be noticed, as it ferved to produce ind difcri- 
miijate the three fefts, who were united only by 
their common averfion to the Homooufion of the 
Nicenefynod. i. If they were aflced, whether 
the Son was like unto the Father j the queftion was 
rcfolutely anfwered in the negative, by the here- 
tics who adhered to the principles of Arius, or 
indeed to thofe of philofophy i which feem to 
eftablilh an infinite difference between the Creator 
and the moft excellent of his creatures. This 
obvious confequence was maintained by ^tius % 
on whom the zeal of his adverfaries beftowed the 
furname of the Atheift. His reftlefs and afpiring 
fpirit urged him to try almoft every profcflion of 
human life. He was fucceffively a flave, or ac 
leaft a huft^andman, a travelling tinker, a gold- 
fmith, a phyfician, a fchoolmafter, a theologian, 
and at laft the apoftle of a new church, which was 
propagated by the abilities of his difciple Euno- 
mius ®', Armed with texts of fcripture, and with 

captious 

^7 In Philoftorgius (1. iii. c* 15.) the chara^er and advehttires of 
^tius appear fingular enough, though they are carefully foftened by 
the hand of a friend. The editor Godefroy (p. 153.)* who was 
more attached to his principles than to his author, has colle6led the 
odious circumftances which his various adverfaries have preferved or 
invented. 

68 According to the judgment of a man who refpefted both thofe 

fcflaries, i£tiu8 had been endowed with a ftroDger unde2:ftanding, 

% % and 
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captious fyllbgifins from the logic of Ariftotle, the 
fubtle iEtius had acquired the fame of an invin^ 
cible difputant, whom it was impofTible either to 
filence or to convince. Such talents engaged the 
friendftiip of the Arian bifliops, till they were 
forced to renounce, and even to perfecute, a dan- 
gerous ally, who, by the accuracy of his reafoning, 
had prejudiced their caufe in the popular opinion, 
and offended the piety of their moft devoted fol* 
lowers. 2. The omnipotence of the Creator 
fuggefted a fpecious and refpeftful folution of the 
likenefs of the Father and the Son 5 and faith might 
humbly recei*^ what reafon could not prefume to 
deny, that the Supreme God might communicate 
his infihite perfeftions, and create a being fimilar 
only to himfelf *^. Thefe Arians were powerfully 
fupported by the weight and abilities of their 
leaders, who had fuccecded to the management 
of the Eufebian intereft, and who occupied the 
principal thrones of the Eaft. They detefted» 
perhaps with fome affeftation, the impiety of 
iEtius J they profeffed to believe, either without 
referve, or according to the fcriptures, that the 
Son was different from all other creatures, and 
fimilar only to the Father. But they denied, that 

and Eunomius bad acquired more arf and learning (Philoftorgiiis, 
L viii. c. iS.). ITie confeifion and apology of Eunomiws (Fabrici^asy 
Bibliot. Grtcc. torn. viii. p. 258—305.) is one of the few heretical 
pieces which liave efeaped. 

69 Yet, according to the opinion of Eftriis and BaH (p. 297. )» 
^ere is one power, that of creation, which God cannot communicate 
to a creature. Eftius, who fo accurately defined the limits of Omni- 
potence, was a Dutchman by bi'rtJi, and by trade a fcholaftic dirtne. 
Dupin, JSibliot, Ecclcf. torn. xvii. p. 45. 

he 
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he was either of the fame, or of a finiilar fubftance j chap. 
fometimes boldly juftifying their diffent, and fome- ^_ -^- '^ 
times objefting to the ufe of the word fubftance, 
which feems to imply an adequate, or at leaft a 
diftinft, notion of the nature of the Deity, j. The 
feci which afferted the doftrine of a fimilar fub- 
ftance, was the moft numerous, at leaft in the 
provinces of Afia ; and when the leaders of both 
parties were afTembled in the council of Seleucia ^% 
tbeir opinion would have prevailed by a majority 
of one hundred and five to forty- three bifhops. 
The Greek word, which was chofcn to exprefs 
this myfterious rcfemblance, bears fo clofe an 
affinity to the orthodox fymbol, that the profane 
of every age have derided the furious contefts 
which the difference of a fingle diphthong excited 
between the Homooufians and the Homoioufians. 
As it frequently happens, that the founds and cha- 
rafters which approach the neareft to each other, 
accidentally reprefent the moft oppofitc ideas, the 
obfervation would be itfelf ridiculous, if it were 
poffible to mark any real and fenfible diftinftion 
between the doftrine of the Semi-Arians, as they 
were improperly ftyled, and that of the Catholics 
therhfelves. The bifhop of Poitiers, who /in his 
Phrygian exile very wifely aimed at a coalition of 
parties, endeavours to prov^ that, by a pious and 
faithful interpretation ^', the Homoioujion may be 

reduced 

- 70 Sabinus (ap. Socrat. 1. ii. c. 39,) had copied the afts j Atha- 
nafius and Hilary have explained the diviiions of this Arian fynod } 
the other circumftances which are relative to it are carefully colleded 
by Baroniuft and Tillemont. 

Y> Fideli et pirn intelligentiE. • . De Synod, c. 77. p. xi93. In hit 

9iort apologetical notes (firft publiihed by the Bcnediftines from a 

^ 3 MS. 
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^ Y^T^' reduced to a confubftantial fenfc. Yet he confcffcs 
i- -y— ■» that the word has a dark and fufpicious afpeft ; 
and, as if darkncfs were congenial to theological 
difputes, the Semi^Arians, who advanced to the 
doors of the church, aflailed theni with the nnoft 
unrelenting fury. 
Faith of The provinces of Egypt and Afia, which cul- 
cm or La- tivatcd the language ahd manners of the Greeks, 
had deeply imbibed the venom of the Arian con- 
troverfy. The familiar ftudy of the Platonic 
fyftem, a vain and argumentative difpofition, a 
copious and flexible idiom, fupplied the clergy 
and people of the Eaft with an inexhauftible flow 
of words and difl:inftions ^ and, in the midft'of 
their fierce contentions, they eafily forgot the 
doubt which is recommended by philofophy, and 
the fubmiflion which is enjoined by religion. 
The inhabitants of the Wefl: were of a lefs inqui- 
fitive fpiriti their pafllons were notfo forcibly 
moved by invifible objefts 5 their minds were lefs 
frequently exercifed by the habits of difpute ; and 
fuch was the happy ignorance of the Galljican 
church, that Hilary himfelf, above thirty years 
after the firfl: general council, was ilill a ftranger 
to the Nicene creed '*. The Latins had received 

^S, of Chartrcs) he obferves, that heufcd this cautious expreilion, 
qui intclligerem et impiam, p. 1206. Seep. 1146. Philoftorgius, 
who faw thofe objefts through a different medium> is inclined to for- 
get the difference of the important diphthong. See in particular 
viii. 17. and Godefroy, p. 351, 

7» TeftorDeunr^coeli atqueterraemecumneutrumaudifTem, femper 
tanaen utrumque feniifre. . . . Regeneratus pridem & in epifcopatu 
aliquantifper manens fidem Nicenam nunquam nifi exfulaturus audivi. 
Hilar, de Synodis, c. xci. p. 1205. The Benedictines are perfuaded 
that he governed (he dloccfe of Ppi^icrs fcvcral years btfore his 
exile, ^ ... 

^ * . ' tho 
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the rays of divine knowledge through the dark^^^^* 
and doubtful medium of a tranflation. The v-^y*-! 
poverty and ftubbornnefs of their native tongue, 
was not always capable of affording juft equi- 
valents for the Greek terms, for the technical 
words of the Platonic philofophy '', which had 
been confecrated by the gofpel or by the churchy 
to exprefs the myfterics of the Chriftian faith 5 
and a verbal defeft might introduce into the Latia 
theology, a long train of error or perplexity/*. 
But as the weftern provincials had the good for- 
tune of deriving their religion frpm an orthodox 
fource, they preferved with fteadinefs the do<5trine 
which they had accepted with docility j and when 
the Arian peftilence approached their frontiers, 
they" were fupplted with the feafonable pre- 
fervative of the Homooufion, by the paternal care * 

6f the Roman pontiff. Their fentiments and their council of 
temper were difplayed in the memorable fynod of ^^^^'^ 
Rimini, which furpafTed in numbers the council 
of Nice, fince it was compofed of above four hun- 
dred bifhops of Italy, Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, \ 
and Illyricum. Froni the firft debates it appeared, 
that only fourfcore prelates adhered! to the party, 
though they afFeded to anathematife the name and 
memory, of Arius, But this inferiority was com- 
penfated by the advantages of Ikill, of experience, 

7J Seneca (Epift. IvilL) complains that even the ro n of thePIa- 
tonifts (the ens of the bolder fchoolmen) could not be exprefled by si 
Latin noun. 

74 The preference which the fourth council of the Lateran at 
length gave to a numerical rather than a generical lenity (fee Petav, torn, 
ii. 1. iv. c. 13. p. 424.) was favoured by the Latin language} r^u^ 
fccms to excite the idea of fubftance, trivitoi of qualities. 

Z 4 and 
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and of dtfcipline ; and the minority was conduced 
by Valens and Urfacius> two btfhops of lUyricum^ 
who had fpent their lives in the intrigues of cour(& 
and councils, and who had been trained under the. 
^ufebian banner, in the religious wars of the 
Eaft. By their arguments and negoeiations, they 
embarraffed, they confounded, they at laft de- 
ceived, the honeft fimplicity ofthe Latin biihopsi 
who fuffcred the palladium of the faith to be ex- 
torted from their hands by fraud and iraportunityji, 
rather than by open violence. The council of 
Rimini was not allowed to feparate, till the mem- 
bers had imprudently fubfcribed a captious creed,^ 
in which fome expreflions, fufceptible of an here-- 
tical fcnfe, were infcrted in the room of the 
Homooufion. It was on this occafion, that^ 
s^ccording to Jerom, the world was furprifed to 
find itfelf Arian ^^ But the bifliops of the Latia 
provinces had no fooner reached their refpeftivq 
diocefcs, thsfn they difcovered their miftake, and 
repented of their weaknefs. The ignominious capi-» 
tulation was rejcfted with difdain and abhorrence; 
and the Homooufian ftandard, which had been 
fliaken but not overthrown., was more firmly 
replanted in all the churches ofthe Weft ^^ 
Such was the rife and progrefs» and fucb were 
' the natural revolutions of thofe theological dif- 

75 Ijfgemuit totus orbis, et Arlanum fe cfCa ipiratus eft. Hieronym. 
adv. Lucifer, torn. i. p. 145. 

• 7* The ftory of the council of Rimini is very elegantly told by 
Sulpicius Severus (Hift. Sacra, L ii. p. 4151—430. edit. Lugd. Bat, 
1^47.), and by Jerom, in his dialogue againft the Luciferians. 
The dfcfign of the latter is to apologize for the conduft of the Latio 
Infilops^ who were deceiycd> and who repented* 

3 putcs. 
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putes, which difturbcd the peace of Chriftianity ^ S^^' 
under the reigns of Conftantine and of his fons« ^t^-^-j 
But as thofe princes prefucncd to extend their 
djefpotifm over the faith, as well as over the lives 
and fortunes, of their fubjefts j the weight of 
their fuffrage fomctimes inclined the ecclefiaftical 
balance : and the prerogatives of the King of 
Heaven were fettled, or changed, or modified, 
in tlie cabiaet of an earthly monarch. 

The unhappy fpirit of difcord which pervaded ^n^»*- 
the provinces of the Eaft, interrupted the triumph Conftan- 
of Conftantinci but the emperor continued for ^do*4- 
fpme time to view, with cool and carelcfe'indif- 
fcrencc, the objed: of the difput€. As he was 
yet ignorant of the difficulty of appealing the 
quarrels of theologians, he addrcflcd to the con- 
tending parties, to Alexander and to Arius, a mo* 
derating epiftle^s which may be aicribed, witht 
far greater rcafon, to the untutored fenfe of afol- 
dier and ftatefman, than to the diftates of any of 
hisepifcopal counfellors. ' He attributes the origin 
of the whole controverfy to a trifling and fubtlc 
queftion, concerning an incomprehenfible point 
of the law, which was foolifhly afkcd by the bifhop, 
and imprudently refolvcd by the prefbyter. He 
laments that the Chriftian people, who had the 
fame God, the fame religion, and the fame wor- 
fliip, fl^uld be divided by fuch inconfiderablc 

77 Eufebius, in Vit. Conftant. 1. ii, c. 64—72. The principles of 
toleration and religious indifference,- contained in this epiftle, have 
given great offence to Baronius, Tillemont, &c. who Aippofe that the 
emperor had fome evil counfellor, either Satan or Eufebius, at his 
elbow* See Jortin's Remarks, torn* ii.p, 183. 

diftinAionsi 
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CHAP, diftinftions ; and he fcrioufly recommeiuls to the 
^ \ ' ^ clergy of Alexandria the example of the Greek 
philofc^crs; who could maintain their argu- 
ments without lofing their temper, and affert their 
freedom without violating their fricndihip. The 
indifference and contempt of the fovereign would 
have been, perhaps, the nioft cflfeftual method of 
fikncing the difpute : if the popular current had 
been lefs rapnd and impetuous ; and if Conftan* 
tine himfelf, in the midft of faftion and fanati- 
cifm, could have preferved the calm pofiefljon of 
his own mind. But his ecclefiaftical miniflers 
foon contrived to feduce the impartiality of the 
magiftrate, and to awaken the zeal of the profc- 
Hi$ leal. lyte. He was provoked by the infults which had 
* been offered to his ftatues ; he wasalarnied by the 
real, as well as the imaginary, rrtagnitude of the 
fpreAding mifchief j and be extinguifhed the hope 
of peace and toleration, from the moment that he 
afiembled three hundred bifliops within the walls 
of the fame palace. The prefence of the monarch 
fwellcd the importance of the debate j his atten- 
tion multiplied the arguments; and he expofed 
his perfon with a patient intrepidity, which ani- 
mated the valour of the combatants. Notwith- 
ftanding the applaufe which has been beftowedon 
the eloquence and fagacity of Conftantine '' ; a 
Roman general, whofe religion might be flill a 
fubjeft of doubt, and whofe mind had not been 
enlightened either by ftudy or by infpiration, was 
indifferently qualified to difcufs, in the Greek 

78 Eufeblus, in Vit. C^nilantin. 1. iij. 0.13^,. 

language. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 3+7^ 

language, a mctaphyfical queftion, or an article chap. 
of faith. But the credit of his favourite Ofius, ^ ^ ^^ 
who appears to have prefided in the council of 
Nice, might dlfpofe the emperor in favour of the 
orthodox party 5 and a well-timed infinuation, 
that the fame Eufebius of Nicomedia, who now 
protefted the heretic, had lately aflifted the 
tyrant '% might exafperate him againft their ad- 
vcrfaries. The Nicene creed was ratified by Con- 
ftantine ; and his firm declaration, that thofe who 
refifted the divine judgment of the fynod, muft 
prepare themfelves for an immediate exile, anni- 
hilated the nwrmurs of a feeble oppofition ; whicK 
from feventeen, was almoft inftantly reduced to. 
two, protefting bifhops* Eufebius of Caefarca 
yielded a reludant and ambiguous confent to the 
Homooufion ^"^i and the wavering condu(5t of the. 
Kicomedian Eufebius ferved only to delay, about 
three nK)nths, his difgrace and exile ^\ The im- Hepcrfc 
pious Arius was banifhed into one of the remote aii^' ^ 
prpvinces of Illyricum j bis perfon and difciplea 
were branded by law, with the odious name of 

79 Thcodoret has preferved (I. i. c. 20.) an epiftle from Conftan- 
tlne to the people of Nicomedia, in which the monarch declares him- 
iclf the public accufer of one of his fubje^^s; he ftyles Eufebius^ 
f mg rvfAVfiKvf ufjtornvif e'v/xjutvfvi ^ and complains of his hofiile 
behaviour during the civil war. 

*o See in Socrates (1. i. c. 8.), or rather in Theodoret (I. i. c. 12.), 
an original letter, of Eufebius of Caefarea, in which he attempts to 
juftify his fybfcribing the Homooufion. The charafter of Eufebius 
ias always been a problem j but thofe who have read the fecond 
critical epiftle of Le Clerc (Ars Critica, tom. iii. p. 30 — 69.), muft 
entertain a very unfavourable opinion of the orthodoxy and iincerity 
q£ the biftop of,C?Rfarea, 

*» Athanafius, tom. i. p. 727, Ehiloftorgius, L i. c. 10. ^J 
p^dcA'oy'* Commentary, p, 41, 

Porphyrians ; 
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CHAP. Porphyriaosi his writings were condemned to the 
flames; and a capiul punilhment was denounced 
againU thofe ixi whofe poffefllon they Ihould be 
found* The emperor had now imbibed the fpirit 
of controverfy, and the angry farcaftic ftylc of his 
cdids was dcfigncd to infpire his fubjefts with the 
hatred which he had conceived againft the enemies 
ofChrift^ 
•odAeor* But^ as if the condud of the c^pperor had beca 
part^^ guided by paflion inftead of principle, three years 
A^0. (fQin the council of Nice were fcarcely elapfed,- 
before he difcovered fome fymptoms of mcr<:y, 
and even of indulgence, towards the profcribed 
fcft, which was fecretly protefted by his favourite 
fifter. The exiles were recalled ; and Eufcbius, 
who gradually refumed his influence over the 
mind ofConftantine, was reflored to the epifcopal 
throne, from which he had been ignominioufly 
degraded. Arius himfelf was treated by the whole 
court with the refpeft which would have been due 
to an innocent and opprefled man. His faith was 
approved by the fy nod of Jerufalcm-, and the 
emperor fcemed impatient to repair his injuftice, 
by ifluing an abfolute command, that he fliould 
be folemnly admitted to the communion in the 
cathedral of Confl:antinople. On the fame day,- 
which had been fixed for the triumph of Arius, 
he expired ; — and the fl:rahge and horrid circum- 
flances of his death might excite a fuipicion, that 

** Socratesil.i. C..9. In his circular letters, which were addrcfled 
to the feveral cities, Conftantine employed againft the heretics tht 
«nns of ridicule aod cmk raillery* 

the 
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the orthodox faints had contributed, more effica- ^3^^* 
cioufly than by their prayers, to deliver the church ' 

from the moft formidable of her enemies **. The 
three principal leaders of the Catholics, Athana- 
fius of Alexandria, Euftathius of Antioch, and 
Paul of Conftantinople, were depofed on various 
accufations, by thefcntence of numerous councils; 
and were afterwards baniflied into diftant pro- 
vinces by the firft of the Chriftian emperors, who, 
in the laft moments of his life, received the rites 
of baptifm from the Arian bifliop of Nicomedia. 
The ecclefiaftical government of Conftantine can- 
not be juftified from the reproach of levity and 
weakncfs. But the credulous monarch, unfkilled 
in the ftratagems of theological warfare, might be ^ 
deceived by the modeft and fpecious profeflions ^ 
of the heretics, whofe fentiments he never per- 
feftly underftood; and while he protected Arius, 
and perfecutcd Athanafius, he ftill confidered the 
council of Nice as the bulwark of the Chriftian 
faith, and the peculiar glory of his own reign *\ 

«J We derive the original ftoryfrom Athanafius (torn. 1. p. 67o.)» 
who cxpreiTes fome relu£lance to ftigmatize the memory of the dead. 
He might exaggerate ; but the perpetual commerce of Alexandria 
and Conftantinople would have rendered it dangerous to invent- 
Thofe who prefs the literal narrative of the death of Arius (his 
bowels fuddenly burft out in a privy) muft make their option between 
fnfai and mirMcU. 

84 The change in the fentiments, or at leaft in the condu£^, of 
Conftantine, may be traced in Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iii. c. 23 . 
].iv. c.4i.)9 Socrates (l.i. c.13 — 39.),Sozomen(l. ii. c. 16—34.), 
Theodoret (1. i. c. 14 — 34. )> and Philoftorgius (I. ii. c. i — 17). 
But the firft of thefe writers was too near the fcenc of aftion, 
and the others were too remote from it. It is Angular enough, that 
the important talk of continuing the hlftory of the church, ihould 
have been left for two laymen and a heretic. 

The 
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CHAP. The fons of Conftantine muft have been admits- 
V-— .,,^.-1^ ted from their childhood into the rank of cate- 
th?s"fal"" chum.ens, but they imitated^ in the delay of their 
voursthe baptifm, the exannple of their father. Like him, 
A. D. they prefumed to pronounce their judgment on 
3S7— 3<>»* myfterics into which they had never been regularly 
initiated ^^ : and the fate of the Trinitarian con- 
troverfy depended, in a great meafure, on the 
ftntiments of Conftantius ; who inherited the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft, and acquired the poflcflion of 
the whole empire. TheArian prelbyter or bifhop, 
who had fecreted for his ufe the teftament of the 
deceafcd emperor, improved the fortunate occa* 
fion which had introduced him to the familiarity 
of a prince, whofe public counfels were always 
fwayed by his domeltic favourites. The eunuchs 
and flaves diifufed the fpiritual poifon through 
the palace^ and the dangerous infeftion was com- 
municated by the female attendants to the guards, 
and by the emprefs to her unfufpicious hufband *\ 
The partiality which Conftantius always exprefled 
towards the Eufebian faftion, was infenfibly forti- 
6ed by the dexterous management of their leaders j 
and his viftory over the tyrant Magnentius en- 
creafed his inclination, as .well as ability, to em- 
ploy the arms of power in the caufe of Arianifm. 
While the two armies were engaged in the plains 

9$ Quia etiam turn catechumcnus facramentum fidei merito vide- 
retiir potuifle nefcire. Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 4.10. 

86 Socrates, 1. il. c. 2. Sozomen, 1. iii. c. 18. Athanaf. torn. 1. 
p. 813. 834. He obferves, that the eunuchs arc the natural enemies 
x){ the Soft. Compare Dr. Jortin's Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, 
vol. iv. p. 3. with a certain genealogy in Candide (ch. iv.), which 
ends with one of the firft companions of Chriftophcr Columbus. 

of 
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of Murfa, and the fate of the two rivals depended ^ ^^ ^* 
on the chance of war, the fon of Conftantine pafled » ^ # 
the anxious moments in a church of the martyrs, 
under the walls of the city. His fpiritual com- 
forter, Valens, the Arian bifhop of the diocele, 
employed the moft artful precautions to obtain 
fuch early intelligence as might fccure either his 
favour or his efcape. A fecret chain of fwift and ' 

trufty meffengers informed him of the viciflitudes 
of the battle ; and while the courtiers ftood 
trembling round their affrighted mafter, Valens 
aflurcd him that the Gallic legions gave way ; and 
infinuated with fome prefence of mind, that the 
glorious event had been revealed to him by an 
angcK The grateful emperor afcribed his fuccefs 
to the merits. and interceflion of the bifhop of 
Murfa, whofe faith had deferved the public and 
rniraculpus approbation ofHeaven ^\ The Arians, 
who confidered as their own the viftory of Conn 
ftantius, preferred his glory to that of his Father ". 
Cyril, bifhop of Jerufalem, immediately compofed 
the defcription of a celeftial crofs, encircled with 
a fplendid rainbow j which during the fcftival of 
Pentecoft, about the third hour of the day, had 

> 

'7 Sulpicius Sevenis, in Hift. Saci-a, 1. ii. p. 405, 406. 

^8 Cyril (apud Baron. A. D. 353. N® 26.) exprefsly obfcrvres, 
that in the reign of Conftantine the crofs had been fonnd iji tlie 
bowels of the earth 5 but that it had appeared, in the reign of Con- 
ftantius, in the midft of the heavens. This oppofition evidently 
proves, that Cyril was ignorant of the ftupcndous miracle to which 
the converfion of Conftantine is attributed 5 and this ignoi-ance is the 
more furprifing, fince it was no more than twelve years after his 
death that Cyril was confecrated bifhop of Jerufalem^, by the imme- 
diate fucceflbr of Eufebius of Cacfarca. See Tillemont, Mem. 
Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 715. 

« appeared 
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CHAP, appeared over the Mount of Olives, to the edifi- 
cation of the devout pilgrims, and the people of 
the holy city •'. The fize of the meteor was gra- 
dually magnified; and the Arian hiftorian has 
ventured to affirm, that it was confpicuous to the 
two armies in the plains of Pannonia; and that 
the tyrant, who is purpofely reprcfented as an 
idolater, fled before the aufpicious fign of ortho- 
dox Chriftianlty^^ 

Arian The featiments of a judicious ftranger, who 

has impartially confidered the progrefs of civil or 
ccckfiaftical difcord, are always entitled to our 
notice: and a (hort paflage of Ammianus, who 
fcrved in the armies, and ftiidied the charader, of 
Conftantius, is perhaps of more value than many 
pages of theological inveftives. *' The Chriftian 
" religion, wRich, in itfelf,'* fays that moderate 
hiftorian, '* is plain and fimple, he confounded 
^* by the dotage of fuperftition. Inftead of re- 
" conciling the parties by the weight of his autho- 
** rity, he cherifhed and propagated, by verbal 
'* difputes, the differences which his vain curiofity 
*' had excited. The highways were covered with 
*' troops of bifhops, galloping from every fide to 
** the aflcmblies, which they call fynodsj and 
*^ while they laboured to reduce the whole feft to 
** their own particular opinions, the public eftab- 

' '9 It is not eafy to. determine how far the ingenuity of Cyril 
might be aflifted by feme natural appearances of a folar halo. 

90 Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. 26. He is followed by the author of 
the Alexandrian Chronicle, by Cedrenus, and by Nicephorus (See 
Gothofred. Differt. p. i88.)- They could not refufc a miracle, 
even from the hand of an enemy. 

^< lifhment 
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" lilhment of the pofts was almoft ruined by their ^ ^ A P. 
" hafty and repeated journics^*." Our more in- 
tiniate knowledge of the ecclefiaftical tranfaftions 
of the reign of Conftantius, would furnifh an 
ample commentary on this remarkable paffage ; 
which juftifies the rational apprehenfions of Atha- 
nauus, that the reftlefs adivity of the clergy, who 
wandered round the empire in fearch of the true 
faith, would excite the contempt and laughter of 
the unbelieving world ^^. As foon as the emperor 
Was relieved from the terrors of the civil war, he 
devoted the leifureof his winter-quarters at Aries, 
Milan, Sirmium, and Conftantinople, to the 
amufement or toils of controverfy : the fword of 
the magiftrate, and even of the tyrajit, was un- 
flieathed, to enforce thereafons of the theologian ; 
and as he oppofed the orthodox faith of Nice, it 
is readily confefled that his incapacity and igno- 
rance were equal to his prefumption '^ The 
eunuchs, the women, and the bilhops, who go- 
verned the vain and feeble mind of the emperor, 
had infpircd him with an infuperable diflike to 
the Homooufion; but his timid confcience was 

9« So curious a paffage well defcrves to be tranfcribed. Chrifti- 
anam religionem abfolutam et fimplicera, anili fuperftitione confun- 
dens ; in qua fcrutanda peiplexius, quani componenda gravius excitaret 
difcidia pluiima; quae progreffa fufius aluit concertatione verboruni> 
ut catervis antiftitum jumentis publicis ultro citroque difcurrentibtts, 
per fynodos (quas appellant) dum ritum omnem ad fuum trahcrt 
conantur (Valefius reads conatur) rei vehiculaiise conciderct nervoff. 
Ammianus» xxi. i6« 

9* Athanaf. torn. i. p. 870. 

93 Socrates, 1. ii. c. 35— 47. Sozomen,!. iv. c. 12—30. Thco- 
doret, i. ii.c. 1% — 3». Philoftorg. 1. iv. c. 4— la. 1. v. c. x— 4* 
I, VI. c. 1—5. 

Vol, III. A a , alarmed 
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^ XXI ^ ^^^^^d ^y ^^^ impiety of jEtius. The guflt of 
that atheift was aggravated by the fufpicious 
favour of the unfortunate Gallus ; and even the 
deaths of the Imperial minifters, who had been 
maflacred at Antioch, were imputed to the fug** 
geftions of that dangerous fophift. The mind 
of Conftantius, which could neither be mode- 
rated by reafon, ndr fixed by faith, was blindly 
impelled to cither fide of the dark and empty 
abyfs, by his horror of the oppofitc extreme : h© 
alternately embraced and condemned the fenti- 
ments, he fucceflivdy banifhcd and recalled the 
leaders, of the Arian and Semi-Arian faftions^\ 
During the feafon of public bufincfs or feftivity, 
he employed whole days, and even nights, ia 
fcleding the words, and weighing the fyllablcs, 
which compofcd his fluduating creeds. The 
fubJ6<5t of his meditation ftill purfued and occupied 
his flumbers ; the incoherent dreams of the em-r 
peror were received as celeftial vifions ; and he 
accepted with complacency the lofty title of bifliop 
of bilhops, from thofe ecclefiaflics Who forgot the 
intereft of their order for the gratification of their 
paflions. The dcfign of eftablifhing an uniform- 
ity of doftrine, which had engaged him to con- 
vene fo many fynods in Gaul, Italy, Illyricum^ 
and Afia, was repeatedly baffled by his own 

9+ Sozomen, l.Iv. c. 23. Athanaf. torn. i. p. 831. Tillcmont 
(Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 947.) has colle£led feveral inftances cf 
the haughty fanaticifm of Conftantius from the detached treatifes of 
Lucifer of Cagliari. The very titles of thefe treatifes infpire zeal 
and terror; *' MorlendUm pro Dei Filio." ** De Regibus Apofta- 
" ticis.*' <* De non convehiendo cum Haerctico.*' " Dc non par*- 
** cendo in peuaj 4^1in(iuentibus/' . 

5 levity^ 
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levity^ by the divifions of the Arians, and by the ^ ^^ ^' 
refiftance of the catholics j and he refolved, as y. ^ ' / 
the laft and decifi\re effort, imperloufly to diftatc 
the decrees of a general council. The deftruftive 
earthquake of Nicomedia, the difficulty of finding 
a convenient place, and perhaps fome fecret mo- 
tives of policy, produced an alteration in the fum- 
mons. The bifhops of the Eaft were direfted to 
meet at Seleucia, in Ifauria ; while thofe of the 
Weft held their deliberations at Rimini, on the 
coaft of tht Hadriatic 5 and, inftead of two or 
three deputies from each province, the whole 
epifcopal body was ordered to march. The 
Eaftern council, after confuming four days in 
fierce and unavailing debate, feparated without ^ 

any definitive conclufion. The council of the 
Weft was protrafted till the fcventh month. 
Taurus, the Praetorian prasfeft, was inftruftcd 
not to difmifs the prelates till they Ihould all be 
united in the fame opinion 5 and his efibrts were 
fupported by a power of baniftiing fifteen of the 
moft refraftory, and a promife of the confullhip 
if he atchieved fo difficult an adventure. His A.D. 3^^, 
prayers and threats, the authority of the fovereign, . 
the fophiftry of Valcns and Urfacius, the diftrcfs 
of cold and hunger, and the tedious melancholy 
of a hopelefs exile, at length extorted the rcluftant 
confent of the bifliops of Rimini^ The deputies 
of the Eaft and of the Weft attended the emperor ' 
in the palace of Conftantinople, and he enjoyed 
the fatrsfaftion of impofing on the world a pro- 
feffion of faith which cftablilhed the Ukenefsy with- 
out exprcffing the confubjtantialityi of the Son of 
A a 2 God. 
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Charaacr 
and adven- 
tures of 
Athana- 
litis. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

But the triumph of Arianifm had been 
preceded by the removal of the orthodox clergy, 
whom it was impoffible either to intimidate or to 
corrupt } and the reign of Conflantius was dif- 
graced by the ynjuft and ineffeckual perfecution 
of the great Athanafius. 

We have fcldom an opportunity of obferving, 
either in aflive or fpeculative life, what cfFefl: may 
be produced, or what obftacles may be fur- 
mounted, by the force of a fingle mind, when it 
is inflexibly applied to the purfuit of a fingle 
objeft. The immortal name of Athanafius ^' will 
never be feparated from the Catholic doftrine of 
the Trinity, to whofe defence he confecrated every 
moment and every faculty of his being. Edu- 
cated in the family of Alexander, he had vigoroufly 
oppofed the early progrefs of the Arian herefy : he 
exercifed the important functions of fecretary 
under the aged prelate; and the fathers of the 
Nicene council beheld with furprife and refp^ft, 
the rifing virtues of the young deacon. In a time 
of public danger, the dull claims of age and of 



95 Snip. Sever. Hift. Sacra, I. ii. p. 418—430. The Greek 
hjilorians were very ignorant of the affairs of the Weft. 

96 We may regret that Gregory Nazianzen compofed a panegyric 
inftead of a life of Athanafius 5 but we (hould enjoy and improve 
the advantage of drawing our moft authentic materials from the rich, 
fund of his own epiftles and apologies (torn. i. p. 670 — 951. )• I 
Ihall not imitate the example of Socrates (1. ii. c. 1.), who pwb- 
lifhed the firtt edition of his hiftory without giving himfelf the trouble' 
to confult the writings of Athanafius. Yet even Socrates, the more 
curious Sozomen j and the learned Theodoret, connc6l the life of 
Athanafius with the feries of ecclefiaftical hiftory. The diligence of 
TilJemont (torn, viii.) and of the Benediftinc editjws^ has collc6led 
•very fail, and examined every difficulty. 

rank 
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rank are fometimes fuperfeded ; and within five chap.' 
months after his return from Nice, the deacon ^_ -^'^ 
Athanafius was feated on the archiepifcopal throne 
of Egypt. He filled that eminent ftation above A, D. 
forty-fix years, and his long adminiftration was '^^^""373» 
Ipent in a perpetual combat againfl the powers of 
Arianifm. Five times was Athanafius expelled 
from his throne; twenty years he paflfed as an 
exile or a fugitive; and almofl: every province of 
the Roman empire was fuccefllvely witnefs to his 
merit, and his fufFerings in the caufe of the Ho- 
mooufion, which he confidered as the folepleafure 
and bufinefs, as the duty, and as the glory, of his 
life. Amidft the fl:orms of perfecution, the arch- 
bilhop of Alexandria was patient of labour, jealous \ 

of fame, carelefs of fafety ; and although his mind 
was tainted by the contagion of fanaticifm, Atha- 
nafius difplayed a fuperiority of character and 
abilities, which would have qualified him, far 
better than the degenerate fons of Conftantine, 
for the government of a great monarchy, riis 
learning was much lefs profound and extenfivc 
than that of Eufebius of Casfarea, and his rude 
eloquence could not be compared with the po- 
liflied oratory of Gregory or Bafil ; but whenever 
the primate of Egypt was called upon to jufl:ify 
his fentiments or his condud, his unpremeditated 
ftyle, either of fpeaking or writing, was clear, 
forcible, and perfuafive. He has' always been 
revered in the orthodox fchool, as one of the moft 
accurate matters of the Chriftian theology; and 
he was fuppofed to pofiefs two profane fciences^ 
lefg adapted to the epifcopal character ; the know- 
A a 3 ledgQ 
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CHAP, ledge of jurifprudence ^% and that of divination ^\ 
Some fortunate conj^ftures of future events, which 
impartial reafoners might afcribe to the experience 
and judgment of Athanafius, were attributed by 
his friends to heavenly infpiration, and imputed 
by his enemies to infernal magic. 

But as Athanafius was continually engaged with 
the prejudices and paflions of every order of men 
from the monk to the emperor^ the knowledge of 
human nature was his firft and moft importanf 
fcicnce. He preferved a diftinft and unbroken 
view of a fcene which was incelTantly (hifting ^ 
and never failed to improve thofe decifive mo- 
ments which are irrecoverably paft before they arc 
perceived by a common eye. The archbifhop of 
Alexandria was capable of diftinguilhing how far 
he might boldly command, and where he muft 
dextroufly infinuate j how long he might contend 
with power, and when he muft withdraw from pf fr 
fccution 5 and while he direfted the thunders of 
the church againft herefy and rebellion, he could 
affume, in the bofom of his own party, the flexible 
and indulgent temper of a prudent leader. The 
clcdion of Athanafius has not efcaped the reproach 
of irregularity and precipitation ^^ j but the pro- 
priety 

97 Sulpicius Sevenis (Hift, Sacra, 1. ii. p. 396.) calls him a 
lawyer, a jurifconfult. This charafter cannot now be difcovered 
either in the life or writings of Athanafius. 

9* Dicebatur enim fatidicanim fortium fidem, quaeve augural^ 
portenderent alites fcientiifime callens aliquoties praedixiffe future, 
Ammianus, xv. 7. A prophecy, or rather a joke, is related by 
Sozonien (1. iv. c. 10.), which evidently proves (if the crows fpeak 
J-atin) that Athanafius underftood the language of the crows. 

99 The irregular ordination of Athanafius was flightly mentioned 
in the councils which were held againft him. See Pbiloftorg. 1. \u 

c, 21. 
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priety of his behaviour conciliated the affeftions ^ ^^ P- 
both of the clergy and of the people. The i_ ^ ' ^ 
Alexandrians were impatient to rife in arms for 
the defence of an eloquent; and liberal paftor. In 
his diftrefs he always derived fupport, or at tcaft 
confolation, from the faithful attachment of his 
parochial clergy; and the hundred bifhops of 
Egypt adhered, with unfliaken zeal, to thecaufc 
of Athanafius. In the modeft equipage, which 
pride and policy would affed, he frequently per- 
formed the epifcopal vifitation of his provinces, 
from the mouth of the Nile to the confines of 
Ethiopia; familiarly converfing with the meaneft 
of the populace, and humbly faluting the faints 
and hermits of the defert *'^. Nor was it only in 
ccclefiaftical aflcmblies, among men whofe edu-^ 
cation and manners were fimilar to his own, that 
Athanafius difplayed the afcendancy of his genius. 
He appeared with eafy and refpeftful firmnefs in 
the courts of princes; and in the various turns of 
his profperous and adverfe fortune, he never loft 
the confidence of his friends, or the efteem of his 
enemies. 

In his youth, the primate of Egypt refifted the Terfc. 
great Conftantine, who had repeatedly Cgnified a^hTft 

Athana- 
fius, 
c. II, and Godefroy, p, 71 : but it can fcarcely bcfuppofed thatthe ^,D, 33^^ 

ftffembly of the biihops of "Egypt would folemnly atteft a ^Ma falfc- 
liood^ Athanaf, torn. i. p. 726. 
• '•o See the Hiftory of the Fathers of the Defert, publiflied by Rof- 
wcide : and Tillemont Mem. Ecclcf. torn, vii., in the lives of An- 
tony, Pachomius, &c. Athanafius himfelf, who did not difdain to 
compofe the life of his friend Anthony, has carefully obferved how 
often the holy monk deplored and prophefied the mifchiefs of tho 
Arian l^^refy, Athanaf. torn. ii. p. 492. 4.9}, &c. 

A a 4 his 
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^xxi ^' his will, that Arius fliould be reftored to the Ca-* 
tholic communion '°'. The emperor refpefted, 
and might forgive, this inflexible refolution ; and 
the faftioti who confidered Athanafius as their 
moft formidable enemy, were conftrained to dif- 
femblc their hatred, and filently to prepare an 
indlreft and diftant affault. They fcattered 
rumours and fufpicions, reprefented the arch^ 
bifhop as a proud and oppreffive tyrant, and 
boldly accufed him of violating the treaty which 
had been ratified in the Nicene council, with the 
fchifmatic followers of Mcletius '*"*. Athanafius 
had openly difapproved that ignominious peace, 
and the emperor was difpofed to believe, that he 
haci abufed his eccleflaftical and civil power, to 
perfecute thofe odious feftaries i that he had facri- 
legioufly broken a chalice in one of their churches 
of Maraeotis : that he had whipped or imprifoned 
fix of their bifhops ; and that Arfenius, a feventh 
bifhop of the fame party, had been murdered, or 
jit leaft mutilated, by the cruel hand of the pri- 

^®* At firfl: Conftantine threatened in /peaking, but reqxicfted in 
tvntitig, Kxi ay^a^i fjisv niritXEf, y^BL<potv it. n^ttf. His letters gradually 
aflumed a menacing tone ; ,but while he required that the entrance of 
the cliurch (hould be open to all, he avoided the odious name qC 
Arius. Athanafius, like a fkilful politician, has accurately marked 
thefe difti nations (torn. i. p. 788), which allowed him foine fcopo 
for excufe and delay. 

■01 The Mclctians in Eg^pt, like the Donatifts in Africa,. were 
produced by an epifcopal quarrel which arofe from the perfecution. 
I have not leifure to pyrfue the obfcure controverfy, \vhich feems to 
^ave been mifreprefented by the partiality of Athanafius, and the ig- 
jiorance of Epiphanius, See Mofti^im's Gep^ral liiftory pf the 
phiu'ch, vol. i. p. 101, 
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mate "". Thefe charffes, which afFefted his ho- C H a p. 

' XXI. 

nour and his life, ^vere referred by Conftantincto 
his brother Dalmatius the Cenfor, who refided at 
Antioch -, the fynods of Caefarea and Tyre were 
fucceflively convened j and the bilhops of the Eaft 
were inftrufted to judge the caufe of Athanafius, 
before they proceeded to confecrate the new- 
church of the Refurreftion at Jerufalem. The 
primate might be confcious of his innocences 
but he was fenfible, that the farqe implacable fpi- 
rit which had diftated the accufarion, would diredt 
the proceeding, and pronounce the fentence. He 
prudently declined the tribunal of his enemies, 
defpifed the fummons of the fynod of Caefarea j 
and, after a long and artful ^clay, fubmitced to 
the peremptory commands of the emperor, who 
threatened to punifh his criminal difobedience if 
he refufed to appear in the council of Tyre *''*. 
Before Athanafuis, at the head of fifty Egyptian A.D.3J5 
prelates, failed from Alexandria, he had wifely fe- 
cured the alliance of the Meletians ; and Arfenius 
himfelf, his imaginary viftim, and his fecret 
friend, was privately concealed in his train. The 
fynod of Tyre was conduced by Eufebius of 
Casfarea, with more paffion, and with lefs art, 
than his learning and experience might promife^ 

105 The treatment of the fix bifhops Is fpecified bySozomcn (1. ii* 
c. 25.) j hut Aihanafius hiiplelf, io copious on the fubjeft of Arfe- 
nius and the chalice, leaves this grave accufation without a reply. 

^04 Athanaf. torn. i. p. 788, Socrates, 1. i. c. 18. Sozomen, 1. li. 
c. 25. The emperor, in his Epiftle of Convocation (Eufeb. in Vit. 
Conftant. 1. iv. c, 42. )> feems to prejudge fome members of the^ 
plergy, and it was more than probable that thq fyngd would apply 
tbofe i-eproapH^^ tQ Athanafius, 

bis 
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CHAP, his numerous fadlion repeated the names of ho- 
XXI . . 

micide and tyrant; and their clamours were en-J- 

couraged by the feeming patience of Athanafius j 
who expc6led the decifive moment to produce 
Arfenjus alive and unhurt in the midft of the 
aflembly. The'' nature of the other charges did 
not admit of fuch clear and fatisfaftpry replies 5 
yet the archbifhop was able to prove, that, in the 
village, where he was accufed of breaking a con^ 
fccrated chalice, neither church nor altar nor 
chalice could really exift. The Arians, who had 
fecretly determined the guilt and condemnation 
of their enemy, attempted, however, to di/guifc 
their injuftice by the imitation of judicial forms ; 
the fynod appointed an epifcopal commiflion of 
fix delegates to colleft evidence on the fpot j and 
this meafure, which was vigoroufly oppofed by 
the Egyptian bifhops, opened new fcenes of vio-* 
. lence and perjury '''^ After the return of the 
deputies from Alexandria, the majority of the 
council pronounced the final fentence of degrada-p 
tion and exile againft the primate of Egypt. The. 
decree, expreffed in the fierceft language of ma- 
lice and revenge, was communicated to the em- 
peror and the catholic church; and the.bifliops 
immediately refumed a mild and devout afpcft, 
fuch as became their holy pilgrimage to the 
Sepulchre of Chrift '°^ 

'^5 See, in particular, the fecond Apology of Athanafius (torn. i. 
p. 763— S08.), and his Epiftles to the Monks (p. 808—866.), 
They are juftified by original and authentic documer^ts; but ^ey 
would infpirc more confidence, if he appeared lefs innocent, sind his 
enemies lefs abfurd. 

»«6 Eufebius in Vit. Conflantin. L iv. c. i^i— 4.7* 

,But 
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But the injuftice of thcfe ccclefiaftical judges chap, 
had not been countenanced by the fubmiffion, or ^ -^-\| 
even by the prefence, of Athanafius. He re- Hisfirft 
Jolved to make a bold and dangerous experiment, A.p.z%6^ 
whether the throne was inaccelTible to the Toicc 
of truth i and before the final fentence could be 
pronounced at Tyre, the intrepid primate threw 
himfelf into a bark, which was ready to hoift fail 
for the Imperial city. The requeft of a formal 
audience might have been oppofed or eluded 5 
but Athanafius concealed his arrival, watched the 
moment of Conftantine's return from an adjaceot - 
villa, anci boldly encountered his angry fovereign 
as he paffed on horfeback through the principal 
ftreet of Conftantinople. So ftrange an apparition 
excited his furprife and indignation 1 and the 
guards were ordered to remove the importunate* 
fuitor J but his refentment was fubdued by invo- 
luntary refped 5 and the haughty fpirit of the 
emperor was awed by the courage and eloquence 
of a bifliop, who implored his juftice, and 
awakened his confcience *°^. Conftantine liftened 
to the complaints of Athanafius with impartial 
and even gracious attention ; the members of the 
fynod of Tyre were fummoned to juftify their 
proceedings ; and the arts of the Eufebian faftion 
would have been confounded 5 if they had not 
aggravated the guilt of the primate by the dex- 
terous fuppofition of an unpardonable offence j a 
criminal defign to intercept and detain the corn- 

'07 Athanaf. torn. i. p. 804. In a church dedieated to St. Athar 
iiafius, this fituation would aflford a better fubjeft for a picture, thaa 
^loft of the ftoriei pf miracles and martyrdoms* 

fleet 
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CHAP, fleet of Alexandria, which fupplied the fubfifl- 
4,,..,^^^ ence of the new capital *®*. The emperor was 
fatisfied that the peace of Egypt would be fecured 
by the abfence of a popular leader j but he refufed 
to fill the vacancy of the archiepifcopal throne ; 
and the fentence, which, after long hefitation, he 
pronounced, was that of a jealous oftracifm^ 
rather than of an ignominious exile. In the re- 
mote province of Gaul, but in the hofpitable 
court of Treves, Athanafius pafled about twenty- 
eight months. The death of the emperor changed 
the face of public affairs ^ and, amidft the gene- 
tndrefto- ral indulgence of a young reign, the primate was 
A.D. 338. reftored to his country by an honourable cdift of 
the younger Conftantine, who expreffed a deep 
fcnfe of the innocence and merit of his venerable 
gueft'"^ 
Hisfecond The death of that prince expofed Athanafiusto 
X.D- 14U * fecond perfecution ; and the feeble Conftantius, 
the fovereign of the Eaft, /oon became thefecret 
.accomplice of the Eufebians. Ninety bifliops of 
that feft or faftion affembled at Antioch, under 

^®8 Athanaf. torn. i. p. 729. Eunaplus has related (in Vit. 
Sophift. p. 36, 37. edit. Commelin) a Ihange example of thecnieliy 
and credulity of Conftantine on a fimilar occafion. The eloquent 
Sopater, a Syrian philofopher, enjoyed his friendfhip, and provoked 
the refentment of Ablavius, his Praetorian praefeft. The corn-fleot 
was detained for want of a fouth wind : the people of Conftantinople 
were difcontented j and Sopater was beheaded, on a charge that he 
had hound the winds by the power of magic. Suidas adds, that Con* 
ftantine wifhed to prove, by this execution, that he had abfolutc^y 
renounced the fuperftition of the Gentiles. 

*o9 In his return he faw Conftantius twice, at Viminiaciim an^ at 
Caefarea in Cappadocia. (Athanaf. torn. i. p. 676.) Tillemon^ 
fuppofes that Conftantine introduced him to the meeting of the three 
royal brother^ in Pannonia. (Memoires Ecclcf, torn* viii. p. 69.) 

the 
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the fpecious pretence of dedicating the cathedral. ^ xja.^' 
They compofcd an ambiguous creeds which is 
faintly tinged with the colours of Semi-Arianifm, 
and twenty-five canons, which ftill regulate the 
difcipline of the orthodox Greeks "^ It was de- 
cided, with fome appearance of equity, that a 
bifliop, deprived by a fynod^ fliould not refunne 
his epifcopal funftions, till he had been abfoived 
by the judgment of an equal fynodj the law was. 
immediately applied to the cafe of Athanafius^ 
the council of Antioch pronounced, or rather 
confirmed, his degradation : a ftranger named 
Gregory, was feated on his throne; and Phila- 
grius "*, the praefe6l of Egypt, was inftruded to 
fupport the new primate with the civil and military 
powers of the province. Oppreflcd by the con- 
fpiracy of the Afiatic prelates, Athanafius with- 
drew from Alexandria, and paflcd three "* years 
as an exile and a fuppliant on the holy threlhold 

"o See Beveridge Pandect, torn. i. p. 429—452., and torn. li. 
Annotation, p. 182. Tillcmont Mem. E^clcf. torn. vi. p. 310— 
324. St. Hilary of Poitiers has mentioned this fynod of Antioch 
vith too much favour and refpcfl. He reckons ninety- feven bifliops. 

>" This magiftrate, fo odious ta Athanafius, is praifed by Gre- 
gory Nazianzen, torn. i. Orat. xxi. p. 390, 391, 

Sjepe premente Deo fert Dcus alter opem. 
For the credit of human nature, I am always pleaftd to difcover 
fome good qualities in thole men whom party has reprefented as 
tyrants and monfters. 

^'* The chronological difficulties which perplex the refidence of 
Athanafius at Rome, are ftrenuoufly agitated by Valefius (Obfervat. 
ad Calcem, tom. ii. Hift. Fxclef. 1. i. c. 1—5.) and Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 674, &c.). I have followed the fimple 
hypothcfis of Valefius, who allows only one journey, after the in- 
irufion tf Gi-cgory, 

of 
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CHAP, of the Vatican "\ By the aflidubus ftudy of the 
V -^-'._' Latin language, he foon qualified himfelf to ne- 
gotiate with the weftefn clergy^ his decent flattery 
fwayed and direfted the haughty Julius : the Ro- 
man Pontiff was perfuaded to confidef his appeal 
as the peculiar intereft of the Apoftolic fee; and 
his innocence was unanimoufly declared in a coun- 
cil of fifty bilhops of Italy. At the end of three 
years, the primate was fummoned to the court of 
Milan by the emperor Conftans, who, jn the in- 
dulgence of unlawful pleafures, ftill profeffed a 
lively regard for the orthodox faith. The caufe 
of truth and juftice Was promoted by the influence 
of gold "% and the minifl:ers of Conftans advifed 
their fovereign to require the convocation of an 
ccclefiafl:ical aflcmbly, which might a(Jt as the 
A.]>. 34^- reprefentatives of the Catholic church. Ninety- 
four bilhops of the Weft, feventy-fix brfliops of 
the Eaft, encountered each other at Sardica, on 
the verge of the two empires, but in the domi- 

*>J I cannot forbear tranfcribing a judicicnis obfcrvation of Wet- 
ftein (Prolegomcn. N. T. p. 19.) ^ Si tamcn Hiftoriam Ecclcfiafticam 
vclimus confulere, patebit jam inde a feculo quarto, cmn, prtis con- 
troverfiis, ecclefiae Graeciae do6^ores in diias partes fcinderentur, 
ingenio, eloquentia, numero, tantum non xqiiaies, earn partem, 
quae vincere cupiebat Romam confugifle, majcftatemque pontificis 
comiter coluifle, eoque pa6lo oppreffis per pontificem et epifcopos 
^ Latinos adverfariis prxvaluliTe, atque orthodoxlam in conciliis fta- 
bilivifTe. Earn ob caufam Athanafius^ non fine comitatu> Romam 
pctiit, plurefque annos ibi haefit. 

'H Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. ii. If any corruption wasufedto 

. promote the intereft of religion, an advocate of Athanafius mi^t 

juftify or excufe this queftionable conduft, by the example of Cato. 

and Sidney 5 the former of whom is faid to have given, and the latter 

to have received, a bribe, in thi caufe ef liberty. 
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nionsofthe proteftor of Athanafius. Their de- ^^J^^' 
bates foon degenerated into hoftile altercations j \^ ^■.'■i 
the Aiiatics, apprchenfive for their perfonal fafety, 
retired to Philippopolis in Thrace j and the rival 
fynods reciprocally hurled their fpiritual thunders 
againft their enemies, whom they pioufly con- 
demned as the enemies of the true God. Their 
decrees were publifhed and ratified in their refpec- 
tive provinces 5 and Athanafius, who in the Weft 
was revered as a faint, was expofed as a criminal 
to the abhorrence of the Eaft "'. The council 
of Sardica reveals the firft fymptoms of difcord 
and fchifm between the Greek and Latin churches, 
which were feparated by the accidental difference 
of faith, and the permanent diftinftion of lan- 
guage. 

During his fecond exile in the Weft, Athanafius ^"4 '"^^^ 
was frequently admitted to the Imperial prefence 5 A.D/349. 
at Capua, Lodi, Milan, Verona, Padua, Aqui- 
leia, and Treves. The bifhop of the dioccfe 
ufually aflifted at thefe interviews; the mafter of 
the offices ftood before the veil or curtain of the 
facred apartment ; and the uniform moderation 
of the primate might be attefted by thefe refpeft- 
able witnefFes, to whofe evidence he folemnly 
appeals "^ Prudence would undoubtedly fuggeft 

*i5 The Canon, which allows appeals to the Roman Pontiffs, has 
ahnoft raifed the council of Sardica to the dignity of a general coun- 
cil J and its a6ls have been ignorantly or aitfully confounded with 
thofc oftheNic^ne fynod. See Tillemont, torn. viii. p, 689, and 
G^ddes''s Trafts, vol. ii. p. 419—460. 

*'^ A« Athanafius difi>€rfed fecret inve^ives againft Conftantius 
(fee the Epiftle to the Monks), at the fame time that he affured him 
of his profound refpe^^, we might diftruft the profeffions of the arch- 
biihop, T©m. i. p. 677, 

the 
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c H /v p. the mild and refpeftful tone that became a futr- 
i^ ^ '_. jecl and a bifliop. In thefe familiar conferences 
with the fovcreign of the Weft, Athanafius might 
lament the error of Cqnftantius; but he boldly- 
arraigned the guilt of his eunuchs and his Arian 
prelates j deplored the diftrefs and danger of the 
Catholic church i and excited Conftans to emulate 
the zeal and glory of his father. The emperor 
declared his fefolution of employing the troops 
and treafures of Europe in the orthodox caufe ; 
and fignified, by a concife and peremptory epiftlc: 
to his brother Conftantius, that unlefs he con- 
fented to the immediate reftoration of Athanafius, 
he himfcif, with a fleet and army, would feat the 
archbifhop on the throne of Alexandria "'• But 
this religious war, fo horrible to nature, was pre- 
vented by the timely compliance of Conftantius j 
and the emperor of the Eaft condefcended to 
folicit a reconciliation with a fubjeft whom he had 
injured. Athanafius waited with decent pride, 
till he had received three fuccefllve epiftles full of 
the ftrongeft afliirances of the proteftion, the 
favour, and the efteem of his fovereign ; who in- 
vited him to refume his epifcopal fear, and who 
added the humiliating precaution of engaging his 
principal minifters to atteft the fincerity of his in- 
tentions. They were manifefted in a ftill more 
public manner, by the ftrift orders which were 
difpatched into Egypt to recall the adherents of 

117 Notwithftanding the difcreet filence of Athanafius, and the 
ttianifeft forgery of a letter inferted by Socrates, thefe menaces aie 
proved by the unqueltionable evidence of Lucifer of Cagliari, and 
even of Conitantius himfelf See Tillemont, torn, viii. p. 693. 

X Athanaiivsj 
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Athanafiiis, to Tcftore their privileges, to pro- ^5x1^* 
claim th«fir. innoeence, and to eraze ftom the 
public regifters the illegal proceedings which had 
been obtained during the prevalence of theEufe- 
bian faftion. After every fatisfadtion and fecurity 
had been given, which jufticc or even delicacy 
could require, the primate proceeded, by flo^y 
journeys, through the provinces of Thrace, Afia^ 
and Syria j and his progrefs was marked by the 
abjcft homage of the Oriental bifhops, who ex- 
cited his contempt without deceiving his penetra- 
tion "\ At Antioch he faw th6 emperor Con^ 
ftantius j fuftained, with modeft firmnefs, the 
embraces and proteftations of his mailer, and 
eluded the propofal of allowing the Ari^ns a 
fingle church at Alexandria, by claiming, in the 
other cities of the empire, a fimilar toleration for 
his own party ^ a reply which might have appeared 
juft and moderate in the mouth of an independent 
prince. The entrance of the archbifliop into his 
capital was a triumphal proceflion j abfence and 
perfecution had endeared him to the Alexandrians^ 
his authority, which heexercifed with rigour, was 
more firmly eftablifhed ; and his fame was difFufcd 
from Ethiopia to Britain, over the whole extent 
pf the Chriftian world "^ 

But 

>«8 I have always entertained fomc doubts concerning the retrac- 
tation of Urfacius and Valens (Athanaf. torn. i. p. 7j6.), Thdr 
epiftles to Julius biihop of Rome, and to Athanaiius himfelf, are of 
fo different a caft from each other, that they cannot both be genuine* 
The one fpeaks the language of criminals who confefs their guilt add 
infamy ; the other of enemies^ ^ho folicit on equal terms an hO« 
liourable reconciliation* 

»>9 The circumftances of his fecond return maybe colle6led from 
Athanaiius hirofelf, torn. L p« 769 and 8az. S43. Socrates, 1. ii* 

Vol. Ulr 3 b ^ it. 
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<:: S A P. But the Ibbjeft who^ haa reduced hb prince to 
i_r-,-^r the tteceffity of diffettibliivgi cm never txped » 
Refcnt- flncere and iafting forgivenefsi and the tragic 

mcnt of .11 ? 

Conftan- fatc cf Conftans foon depnvcd Athanafius of ft 
5^D. 351. poweHii! and generous protedtor. The civil war 
between the aflaffin and the only fanriving bro- 
ther of Con<i:ans, which afflifted the empire above 
three years> fecured an interval of repofe to the 
Catholic church > and the two coiwcnding parties 
^ere defirous to conciliate the friendlhip of a 
biihop, who, by the weight of his perfonal autho- 
Tity> might determine the fludliiating refolucion^ 
of an important province. He gave audience w> 
the ambaflkdors of the tyrant, with whom he was 
afterwards accufed of holding a fecret correfpond*- 
^nice **^ i and the emperor Conftantius repeatedly 
AlTured his deareft father, the mofl: reverend Atha^ 
naiius, that, notwithftanding the malicious m^ 
Mours which were circulated by their common 
«nefnks, he had inherited the fentiments, as well 
as the throne, of his dcceafcd brother **'. Gra^ 
titude and humanity would have difpofedthe prt- 
mate of Egypt to deplore the untimely fate of 
Gonftans, and to abhor the guilt of Magnentius j 
but as he clearly underftood that the apprdien- 
iions of Conftantius were his only fafeguard, the 

<f. 18. Sozomen, 1. iii. c. 19. Theodoret, L ii. c- 11, fi. Phi- 
loftorgms, 1. iii. c. iz. 

"• AthanafHts (torn* i. p, 677, 678,) defends bis innocence lyr 
pathetic complaints, fol«nan af&rtionj, and fpecious arguments. He 
admits that letters bad been forged in bis name, but be requefts tba& 
hk own fecretaries, and tbofe of the tyrant, na^y be examimed, 
whether tbofe letters bad been written by the fpiroer or received ^y 
the latter. 

!^ Atfaasar. too. i. p. 8%5-*g44, 

fcr^aur 
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jfervour of his pr^ycars for tji/e fucceft of th? rigb|:c-. C ^^^* 
0U8 caufc nfijgbt perbtps ii§ fgnnf wbi*« ^b«cd, «*-nr-^ 
The ruiD Qf Atbanftfigg was m longer cQij]trivc4 
by th<e obfcure majice of g few bigoted pr apgry 
biftops, who abufed the authority of a qr«(JulQi« 
monarch. The monarch himfe|f avpwed the re^ 
folution, which he had fq long fuppf^iSMi ^ 
avenging his private injuries"*} and the firft 
winter after hia vii^ory, which be paflfe* H ArUj^ 
was employed again ft an eneigfjy more pdipus to 
him thai) the vanq«ifli?d tyrant of Qaul^ 

If the emperor had capricipyQy dpcr^?d lh? coujidfi^ 
death of the moft eminent and virtuous piti^wof LdMUan, 
the republic^ the cruel order would hav^ bew ^ifjc, 
executed without befita tion, by the mm^^i of 
open violence or of fpeciou$ injuftice* Tbp MHr 
CLon, the delay, the difficulty with which hf ^mr 
ceeded in the condeconation and punifluiient of 9 
popular bifiiop^ difcovered to the world that th^ 
privilege^ of the church had already revived ft 
fcnfe of order a^d freedom in the Romaic gov-era*» 
ment. The ienrejure which wa» pronpl^r^Cfd i9 
the fynod of Tyre, and fubfcribed by a larg^ 
majority of the eaftern bi(hops> had never been 
cxpreftly repealed j and a§ Athanafius had been 
4once degraded from his epifcopal dignity by the 
judgnnent of his brethren^ every fublkquent ad 
might be confidered as irregular, and even cri- 
minal. But the memory of the firm and effectual 
iupport which the pimate of £gypt liad derived 

**» Athanaf. torn. i. p. 8^1 « Thcodowt, 1. «* c. li. Tfi« 
emperor declared, that he was more defiroue to fui>tlut Ath^^iufi 
. tbaa he had been to vanquiih Magnentiiis m 6ylvMMM. 

B b 2 from 
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c HA P. from the attachment of the wcftern church, en- 
gaged Conftantius to fufpcnd the execution of the 
fentence, till he had obtained the concurrence of 
the Latin bilhops- Two years were confumcd in 
ecclefiaftical negociations j and the important 
caufe between the emperor and one of his fubjects 
was folemnly debated, firft in the fynod of Aries, 
and afterwards in the great council of Milan "% 
which confifted of above three hundred biOiops, 
Their integrity was gradually undermined by the 
arguments of the Arians, the dexterity of the 
eunuchs, and the prefling folicitations of a prince, 
who gratified his revenge at the expence of his 
dignity ; and expofcd his own paffions, whilft he 
influenced thofe of the clergy. Corruption, the 
moft infallible fymptom of conftitutional liberty, 
was fuccefsfully praftifed : honours, gifts, and 
immunities, were offered and accepted as the price 
of an epifcopal vote "* -, and the condemnation of 
the Alexandrian primate was artfully reprefented, 
as the only meafure which could reftore the peace 
and union of the Catholic church. The friends 
of Athanafius were not, however, wanting to their 

'*5 The affairs of the council of Milan are fo impeife^lly and 
erroneoufly related by the Greek writers, that we mult rejoice in the 
fupply of fome letters of Eufebius, extrafted by Baronius, from the 
archives of the church of Vercella, and of an old life of Dionydus 
of Milan, publifliedby Bollandus. Sec Baronius, A. D. 355. an^ 
Tillemont, torn. vji. p. 1415. 

«»4 The honours, prefents, feafts, which feduced fo many biftiops, 
are mentioned with indignation by thofe who were tod pure or top 
proud to accept them.' " We combat (fays Hilary of Poitiers) againft 
«< Conftantius the antichrift ; who ftrokes the belly inftead of fcourg- 
«« ing the back 5" qui non dorfa caedit, fed ventrem palpat. Hila- 
riua contra Conftant* c. 5. p« 1240. 

leader^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 373 

leader, 01* to their caufc. With a manly fpirit, CHap- 
which the fanftity of their charafter rendered lefa 
dangerous, they maintained, in public debate, 
and in private conference with the enfiperor, the 
eternal obligation of religion and jufticc. They 
declared, that neither the hope; of his fivour, nor 
the fear of his difpleafure, fhould prevail on them 
to join in the condemnation of an abfent,^ an inno- 
cent, a refpeftable brother "^ They affirmed,: 
with apparent reafon, that the illegal and obfolete 
decrees of the council of Tyre had long fince been 
tacitly abolifhed by the Imperial edi(Ss, the ho- 
nourable re-eftabli{hment of the archbifhop of 
Alexandria, and the filence or recantation of his 
mod clamorous adverfaries. They alleged, that 
his innocence had been attefted by the unanimous 
bilhops of Egypt, and had been acknowledged in 
the councils of Rome and Sardica"% by the im^ 
partial judgment of the Latin church. They 
deplored the hard condition of Athanafius, who^ 
after enjoying fo many years his fear, his reputa- 
tion, and the feeming confidence of his fovcreigHj 
was again called upon to confute the moft grouiud-*. 

i2f Something of this oppofition is mentioned by Ammianus 
(xv, 7.), who had a very dark and fuperficial knowledge of eccle* 
fiaftical hiftory. Libcrius . . . perfeveranter renitebatur, nee vifum 
hominem, nee auditum damnare nefas ultimum faepe exclaman$s 
aperte fcilicet recalcitrans Imperatoris arbitrarip. Id enim ille Athft^ 
nafio Temper infeftus, &c. • 

»*'5 More properly by the orthodox part oJTthe Council of Sardica. 
If the bifhops of both parties had fairly voted, the divifion would have 
been 9410 76. M. de Tillemont (fee torn. viii. p. 1147— 1158.) it 
juftly furprifed that fo fmali a majority ihould have proceeded (b 
vigoroufly againft their advcrfaricf , the principal of whom th^y im- 
mediately depofed* 

B b 3 leTs 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3H Tttt DECLINE AKD FALL 

c MA P. left and extrfttagint accuftitions. Their language 
ui 1^'^ wad fpetious ; their oonduft was honourable : but 
HI this long and obftinate contcft, which fixed the 
eyes of tht whole empire on a fingle bifhopj the 
efcclfefiaftical fadions were prepared to facriflce 
ttuth and juftice, to the more intereftfng objeft 
of defending^ or removing, the intrepid champion 
of the Nioene faith. The Arians ftill thought it. 
prudent to difguife in ambiguous language, their 
real fentiments and defigns: but the orthodox 
Wfliopis, armed with the favour of the people> 
and the decrees of a general council, infifted on 
every occaGon, and particularly at Milan, that 
their adverfaries fliould purge themfelvcs fronn 
the ru(\)ition of herefy, before they prefumed co 
arraign the condud of the great Athanafius •*^ 
Condcmp fi^t the voice of reafon (if reafon was Indeed oa 
Athana- tht flde of Athanafius) was filenced by the cla- 
AJ). 355. ^^^^^^ ^ ^ faftiotis or venal majority j artd the 
council^ of Aries and Milan were net diflblved 
till the archbifliop of Alexandria had been !b- 
kmnly condemned and depofed by the judgment 
of the Weftern, as well as of the Eaftern, church. 
The bifliops who had oppofed, were required to 
fubfcribc, the fentence 5 and to unite in religious 
communion with the fufpeded leaders of the ad- 
verfe party, A formulary of confent was tranf* 
mitted by the meflengers of ftate to the abfent 
bilhops ; and all thofe who refufcd to fubmit 
their private opinion to the public and infpired 
%ifdori[i of thfe councik of Aries and Milan, were 

^ BuTp, B«ven:« in HA. Sacra, 1, ii. p. 412. 

immediately 
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Jipmcdittely banifbed by the emperor, who affcftt ^ H A P. 
'C<i fo execuce the decrec$ of the Catholic church, v^^^Q 
Among thofc prelates who led the honourably 
band of coafe|R>rs and exiles, Liberiu$ of Rome, 
Ofius of Cordova, Paulanqs of Treves* Diony^ 
fiu^ of Milan, Eufcbius of Verccllas, Lucifer of 
C^gliari^ and Hilary of PqIucps, may defcr^e tQ 
Ik particularly diftingui(bed« The eminent Ration 
of Liberius, who governed the capital of the cm* 
pire I tlie perfonal merit and long experience of 
the venerable Ofius, who was revered as the fa-f 
yourite of the great Conftantine, and the father of 
the Niccne faith; placed thofe prelates at the 
head of the Latin church : and their example^ 
either of fubmiffion or refiflance, would prqbably 
be imitated by the epifcopal crowd. But the re- 
peated attempts of the emperor to feduce or to 
intimidate the bilhops of Rome and Cordova, 
were for fomc time ineffcftual. The Spaniai^d 
declaimed himfelf ready to fuffer under Conftan^* 
tius, as he had fuffered threefeo^ years before 
under his grandfather Maximian. The Roman, 
in the prefence of his foyereign, aflerted the inr 
nocencc of Athaqafius, and liis own freedom* 
When he was banifhed to Berasa in Thrace, he 
fent back a large fum which had been offered for 
the accommodation of his jourpcy ; and infglted 
the court of Milan by the haughty remark, that 
the emperor and his eunuchs might want that gold 
to pay their foldiers and their biihops ^*% The 

>*8 The §idk (rf I4herim i« mentiqn^ fey A^itniajiwt, tr. ?• 6<» 
The9doret» 1, Jj, c. i^, A*MxaC t/m» U f . 834.- $37, JUiUr. . 
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CHAP, refolution of Libcrius and Ofius was at IcngtH 
^_,-^-r'i L_' fubducd by the hardftiips of exile and confine- 
ment. The Roman pontiff purchafcd his return 
by fome criminal compliances j and afterwards ex- 
piated his guilt by a feafonable repentance. Per- 
fuafion and violence were employed to extort the 
relu6tant fignature of the decrepid bifhop of Cor- 
dova, whofe ftrengih was broken, and whole 
faculties were perhaps impaired, by the weight of 
an hundred years; and the infolent triumph of 
the Arians provoked fome of the orthodox party 
to treat with inhuman fcverity the charafter, or 
rather the memory, of an unfortunate old man, 
to whofe former fervices Chriftianity itfclf was la 
deeply indebted "^ 
Bxiles, The fall of Liberius and Ofius reflefted a 

brighter luftre on the firmnefs of thofc biftiops 
who ftill adhered, with unfhakeh fidelity, to the 
caufe of Athanaiius and religious truth. The 
ingenious malice of their enemies had deprived 
them of the benefit of mutual comfort and ad* 
vice, feparated thofe illuftrious exiles into diftant 
provinces, and carefully felcfted the moft inho* 
Ipiuble fpots of a great empire ''°. Yet they 

fooii 

**9 The life of Ofms is <;ollefte4 by Tillcmont (torn, vii. p. 524— 
561.} who in the moft extravagant terms firft admires, and then 
reprobates, the biihpp of Cordova. In the midft of their lamenta- 
tions on his fall, the prudence of Atbanafius n[iay be diftinguiihed 
from the bliad and intemperate zeal of Hilary, 

■JO The confeffbrs of the Weft were fuccefllvely baniihed to the 
deferts of Arabia or Thebaisj, the lonely places of Mount Taurus, 
the wildeft parts of Phrygia, which were in the pofleflion of the im- 
pious Montanifts, &q. When the Heretic JEt'ius was too favourably 
entertained at Mopfueftia in CiUcia^ the place of his exile was 

change^. 
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foon experienced that the dcferts of Libya, ihd <^^^ P-^ 
the moft barbarous trafts of Cappadocia, ^erc - ^ ' - 
lefs inhofpitable than the refidence of thofe citiei 
in which an Arian bifkop could faciate, without 
reftraint, the exquifite rancour of theological 
hatred *'*• Their confolation was derived from 
the confcioufnefs of reftitude and independence^ 
from the applaufe, the vifits, the letters, and the 
liberal alms of their adherents '^* ; and from the 
fatisfaftion which they foon enjoyed of obferving 
the .intcftine divifions of the adverfarics of the 
Kicene faith. Such was the nice and capricious 
tafte of the emperor Conftantius, and fo cafily 
was he offended by the flightcft deviation froai 
his imaginary ftandard of Chriftian truth i that 
he perfecuted, with equal zeal, thofe who defended 
xht€onfubftantialityy thofe who afferted tlitjimilar 
fubjiance^ and thofe who denied the iikene/j, of the 
Son of God. Three bifhops degraded and ba- 
nifbed for thofe adverfe opinions, might pollibly 
meet in the fame place of exile; and, according 
to the difference of their temper, might either 
pity or infult the blind enthufiafm of their an- 
tagonifts, whofeprefent fufferings would never be 
compenfated by future happinefs# 

changed, by the advice of Acacius, toAmblada, a diftri6l inhabited 
by ravages, and infefte^ by war and peftileace. Philoftorg. K v, 
c. 2. 

13 X See the cruel treatment and ftrange obftinacy of Eufebius, ia 
his own letters, publiihed by Baronius, A, D. 356. N^ 91— loi, 

'3^ Cxterum exules fatis conftat, totius orbis fhidiis celebratp^ 
pecuniafque eis ih fumptumi afFatim congeitas legationibus quoquc 
^s plebis Catholics ex omnibus fere provinciis frequentatos. Sulp« 
Sever, Hift, Sacra, p. 414. Athanaf, torn, i. p. 836. 340* 

The 
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CHAP. The difgracc and exile of the orthodox l>i0>opi 
■L^°°*,'- of the Weft were dcfigncd as fo many preparatory 
T^^ex- fteps to the ruin of Athanafius.hiimfclf '". Six 
£w- and twenty months had elapfcd, during ^hich 
j^^ the Imperial court fccrctly laboured, by the naoft 
Aria, mfidious arts, to rcnfwve him from Alexandria^ 
' ^^ * and to withdraw the allowance which fopplicd his . 
popular liberality. But when the prin^ate of 
of Egypt, defcrted and profcribcd by the Latin 
church, was left deftitute of any foreign fupport, 
Conftantius difpatched two of his fccrctaries with 
% verbal commiffion to announce and execute the 
order of his banilhment. As the juftlce of the 
fcntence was publicly avowed by the whole party^ 
the only motive which could reft rain Conftantius 
from giving his mcflcngerithe fanftion of a writ- 
ten mandate, muft be knp^ted to his doubt of tkfl 
event 5 and to a fenfe of the danger to which h^ 
might expofe the fecond city, and the moft fer- 
tile province of the empire, if the people fliould 
perfift in the refolution of defending, by force of 
arms, the innocence of their fpiritual father. 
Such extreme caution afforded Athanafius a fpe- 
cious pretence refpeftfully to difpute the truth of 
an order, which he could not reconcile, either 
with the C4juity, or with the former declarations, 

^33 Ampk materials for the hiftory of this third perfecution of 
Athanafius may be found in his own works. See particularly his 
Very able Apology to Conftantius (torn. i. p. 673.), his firft Apology 
for his flight (p. 701.), his prolix Epiftle to the Solitaries (p. So8.)» 
and the original Proteft of the People of Alexandria againft the vio- 
lenccs committed by Syrianus (p. «66.)* Sozomen (1. iv. c. 9.> 
has thrown into the narrative tWo oj three luminous and important 
cirqumftances, 

of 
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of Kis graciotu maftcr. The civil powers of C HAF. 
Egypt found thcmfclycs inadequate to the tafk of 
perfblding or compelling the primate to abdicate 
his epifcopal throne ; and they were obliged to 
conclude a treaty with the popular leaders of 
Alexandria, by which it was ftipulated, that aU 
proceedings and all hoftilitiesflbouldbefufpended 
till the emperor's pleafure had been morediftindly 
afcertained. By this feeming moderation, the 
Catholics were deceived into, a falfe and fatal 
fecurity j while the legions of the Upper Egypt, 
and of Libya, advanced, by fecret orders and 
bafty marches, to befiege, or rather to furprifc, t 
capital, habituated to fedition, and inflamed by 
religious 2cal"\ The pofition of AJexandria, 
J^etween the feaatid the lake Mareotis, facilitated 
the approach i^nd landing of the troops ; who 
were introduced into the he^rt of the city, before 
any effcftual meafures could be taken, either to 
Ihut the gates, or to occupy the important pofts 
of defence. At the hour of midnight, twenty- 
three days after the fignature of the treaty, Syri- 
anus duke of Egypt, at the head of 6ve thoufand 
ibldiers, armed and prepared for an afiault, unex-* 
peftedly invcfted the chtirch of Su Theonas, 
where the archbiihop, with a part of his clergy and 
peopk, performed their nofturnal devotions. The 
doors of the facred edifice yielded to the impetus 

*H Athanafius had lately fcnt for Antony, and fome of his chofen 
Monks, t'bcy d«(bendtd from tkeir monntatn, announced to tht 
AkKandrians die fanftkf of AtkmafiuB» aad were bonoiirabljr CMi* 
dufbed by the archbifliof) as far as the gates of the city. Atbiiuf. 
torn. ii. p. 49 1| 492, $ee likewife Kujuiiiis> ill. 164, in Vit* Pati« 
p. S»4- 

ofity 
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CHAP* ofity of the attack, which was accompanied with 
^ ^ * > every horrid circumftance of tumult and blood- 
fhedi but, as the bodies of the flain, and the 
fragments of military weapons, remained the next 
day an unexceptionable evidence in the poireOion 
of the Catholics, thcf enterprife of Syrianus may 
be confidered as a fuccefsful irruption, rather than 
as an abfolute conqueft. The other churches of 
the city were profaned by fimilar outrages s and, 
during at leaft four months, Alexandria was ex« 
pofed to the infults of a licentious army, ftimu* 
lated by the ecclefiallics of an hoftile faction. 
Many of the faithful were killed 1 who may de- 
fcrve the name of martyrs, if their deaths were 
neither provoked nor revenged; biihops and 
prefbyters were treated with cruel ignominy 5 con- 
fecrated virgins were ftripped naked, fcourged^ 
Md violated; the houfes of wealthy citizens 
were plundered ; and, under the malk of reli* 
gious zeal, luft, avarice, and private refentment, 
were gratified with impunity, and even with ap- 
plaufe* The Pagans of Alexandria, who ftill 
formed a numerous and difcontented party, were 
eafily perfijaded to defert a bifliop whom they 
feared and cfteemed* The hopes of fome peculiar 
favours, and the apprehenfion of being involved 
in the general penalties of rebellion, engaged 
them to promife their fupport to the deftined fuc«* 
ceflbr of Athanafius, the famous George of Cap* 
padocia. The ufurper, after receiving the con- 
fecration of an Arian fynod, was placed on the 
cpifcopal throne by the arms of Sebaftian, who 
had been appointed Count of Egypt fot the exe-. 

CUtipa 
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cation of that important defign. In the ufe, as c h A P% 
well as in the acquifition, .of power, the tyrant i_ -, ^ 
George difrcgarded the laws of religion, of juf* 
tice, and of humanity j and the fame fccncs of 
violence andfcandal which had been exhibited in 
the capital, were repeated in more than ninety 
epifcopal cities of Egypt. Encouraged by fuc- 
cefs, Conftantius ventured to approve the conduft 
of his minifters. By a public and pafllonatc 
epiftle, the emperor congratulates the deliverance 
of Alexandria from a popular tyrant, who deluded 
his blind votaries by the magic of his eloquence ; 
expatiates on the virtues and piety of the mofl: 
reverend George, the elefted bifhop i and afpires, 
as the patron and benefaftor of the city, to fur* 
pafs the fame of Alexander himfelf. But he 
folemnly declares his unalterable relblution to 
purfue with Hre and fword the feditious adherents 
of the wicked Athanafius, who, by flying from 
juftice, has confefled his guilt, and efcaped the 
ignominious death which he had fo often de- 
ferved *». 

Athanafius had indeed efcaped from the mofl: HlsbeW 
imminent dangers; and the adventures of that ^*^^* 
extraordinary man deferve and fix our attention. 
On the memorable night when the church of St. 
Theonas was invcfl:ed by the troops of Syrianus, 
the archbifliop, fcated on his throne, expeiEled, 
with calm and intrepid dignity, the approach of 
death. While the public devotion was inter- 

«lf Athanaf. torn. i. p. 694.. The emperor, or his Arian (ecre- 
taties, while they exprefs their refentment| betray their fears and 
iefteem of Athanafius, 

rupted 
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CHAP, inpted by (houts of nge, and cries of terror, he 
animated his trembling congregation to expreft 
clieir religious confidence^ by chanting one of the 
pfalmsof David, which celebrates the triumph of 
the God of Ifrael over the haughty and impious 
cyranc of Egypt. The doors were at length burfl: 
open s a cloud of arrows was difcharged among 
tiie pcopici the foldiers, with drawn fwords, 
ru&ed forwards iiato the fanftuary i and the dread*^ 
ful gleam of their armour was reflefted by the 
iioly luminaries which burnt round the altar *^\ 
Athaoafius dill rejeded the pious importunity of 
the Monks and Prefbyters, who were attached to 
ills perfon ; and nobly refufed to defert his epif^- 
copal fiation, till he had difmifled in fafety the 
iaft of the congregatbn. The darkoefs and tu^ 
mule of che night favoured the retreat of the 
archbifliop ; and though he was oppreffed by the 
waves of an agitated multitude, though he was 
thrown to the ground, and left without fenfe or 
motion, he (till recovered his undaunted courage ; 
and eluded the eager fearch of the fddiers, who 
were inftruded by their Arian guides, chat the 
liead of Achanadus would be the moft acceptable 
prefenc to the emperor. From that oiometit the 
prlraaiie of Egypt difappeared from the eyes of his 
icnemies, and remained above tm years concealed 
in impenetrabk obfcurity '^^. 

The 

«<* Theft minBtc cirowBltancos are curious, at <liey areUteriUy 
tranfcribed from the proteft, which was publicly prefented three 
.^f^ Afterwards by ^ Catholics of Alexan4H». $ee At^Miaf. 
torn, i* p. &S7. 

n7 The Janfenifts have often compared AtbaA^lfivf Aod Aiaaal^ 
^afuiiUTje expatiated withpleafure on the faith and zeal, the merit and 

cxile^ 
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Tht dcfpotic power of his implacable enemy ^ ?^^* 
filkd the whole extent of the Romaji wori4i aud « -y- i j* 
the exafperated monarch had endeavoured^ by a ^^J'^^^ 
very prefling epiftk tx) the Chriflian princes of 3s«-3^ 
.flEthiopiaj to exclude Athanafius from the raoft 
remote and fcqucftcred regions of the earth. 
Counts, praefe<fls» tribunes, whok armies, were 
fucceflively employed to purfuc a bifliop and a 
fugitives the vigilance of the civil and militaiy 
powers were excited by the Imperial edi^^ liberal 
rewards were promifcd to th^ maowbo&ouJd 
produce Athanadus, either alive or dead i and the 
moft fevere penalties were denounced againft 
thofe who (hould dare to proteft the publiiC 
enemy "^'. But the dcferts of Thebais were now * 
.j)eopled by a race of wild, yet fubmiflive fanatics, 
who preferred the conunands of their abbot to the 
laws of their fovereign. The numerous difciples 
of Antony and Pachoraius received the fqg^ve 
primate as their father, admired the patience and 
humility with which he conforo^d to their ftridcft 
inftitutions, coUcded every word which dropt 
from his lips as the genuine efFufions of in^ired 
wifdom ; and pcrfuaded themfelves, that their 
jprayers, their fafts, and their vigils, were Ids 
meritorious than the zeal which they expreflec^, 

exile, of thofe cele!?rated do^Vors. Thk concealed parallel is veij 
dextroufly managed by thfe Abbe de la Bleterie, Vic de Jovien, 
torn. i. p. 130. 

<}S Hisc fun toto mhe pivCtrgus Adnmfius, nee xxllus xd iutan ad 
litendum fnper^eiat ioe«s. Tribuiii, Pcrio&i, Conrites, «xencitir9 
f^^tpat, ad fcrveftigandum eum mo^rentor «di6lis Impetiaiibus : 
t|ii«MMa deiotovibus prop»mint«ir, fi quts «iun viv^im^ £ idoniwn, 
caput certe Athanafn detaliflet. RttA^.l. i.«. <(% 

^ and 
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CHAP, and the dangers which they braved, in the de- 
fence of truth and mnoccncc''^ The monaftericg 
of Egypt were feated ih lonely and dcfolatc 
iplaces, on the fummit of mountains, or in the 
iflands of the Nile 5 and the facred horn or trum- 
pet of Tabenne was the well-known fignal which 
aflcmbled fevcral thoufand robuft and determined 
Monks, who, for the moft pare, had been the 
peafants of the adjacent country. When their 
dark retreats were invaded by a military force, 
which it was impoffible to refift, they filently 
ftrctchcd out their necks to the executioner ; and 
fupported their national charafter, that tortures 
could never wreft from an Egyptian the confeQion 
of a fccret which he was refolved not to dif- 
clofe '^. The archbifhop of Alexandria, for 
whofe fafety they eagerly devoted their lives, 
was loft among a uniform and well-difciplined 
multitude ; and on the nearer approach of danger, 
he was fwiftly removed, by their officious hands, 
from one place of concealment to another, till he 
reached the formidable deferts, which the gloomy 
and credulous temper of fuperftition had peopled 
with daemons and favage monfters. The retire- 
ment of Athanafius, which ended only with the 
life of Conftaqtius, was fpent, for the moft part, 
in the fociety of the Monks, who faithfully fcrved 
him as guards, as fecretarics, and as mcflcngers i 

>39 Gregor. Nazianzen. torn. i. Orat. xxl. p. 384, 3S5. Set 
Tillemonty Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 176—410. 820 — 880. 

sfo £t nulla tormentonira vis invenlri adhuc potuit $ quae ob^ 
durato illius traflus latroni invito elicere potuit, ut nomen proprium 
dicat. Ammiao. xxii* 16 • and Valefius ad locum% 

t)Ut 
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but the importance of maintaining a more inti-^^^^* 
Aiate coniieflion with the Gatholic party, tempted 
him, whenever the diligence of the purfuit was 
abatedi to emerge from the defert, tO introduce 
himfelf into Alexandria^ and to trufl his perfoa 
to the difcretion of his friends and adherents. 
His various adventures might have furniflied the 
fubjeft of a very entertaining romance. He wsta 
once fecreted in a dry ciftern, which he had 
fcarcely left before he was betrayed by the trea- 
chery of a female flave **' ; and he was oftce con- 
cealed itl a ftill more extraordinary afylunn, the 
houfe of a virgin, only twenty years of age, and 
who was celebrated in the whole city for her ex- 
quifite beauty. At the hour of midnight, as (he 
related the ftory many years afterwards, (he was 
ftirprifed by the appearance of the archbifliop in a 
loofe undrefs, who, advancing with hafty fteps< 
conjured her to afford him the proteftion which 
he had been direded by a Celeftial vifion to feek 
under her hofpicable foof. The pious maid ac* 
cepted and preferVed the facred pledge which was 
entrufted to her prudence and courage. Without 
imparting the fecrct to any one, (he inftantly con- 
duced Athanafius into hef mofl fecfet chamber^ 
and watched over his fafety with the tendernefs of 
a friend and the afliduity of a fervant. As long as 
the danger continued, (he regularly fupplied him 
with books and provifions^ wafhed his feet, ma- 

H« Rufin. 1. i, c. 18. Sozomcn, 1. iv. c, lo. This and the 
following ftory will be rendered impoifible, if we fuppofe that Atha- 
nadus always inhabited the afylvm which he accidentally or occafion- 
ally had ufcd. 

Vol. III. C c nagcd 
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^HAP. nagecj his correfpcxndcnc^ and dcxteroufly coik- 
ccaled from the eye of fufpicion, this familiar 
and folitary intercourfe between a faint whole 
charaftcr required the mpft unblemifhed chaftity, 
and a female whofe charms might excite thcmoft 
dangerous emotions ''^*. During the fix years of 
f)erfecution and exile, Athanafius repeated hi& 
yifits to his fair and faithful companion i and the 
formal declaration, that he faw the councils of 
Rimini and Seleucia'*% forces us to believe that 
he was fecretly prefent at the time and place of 
their convocation. The advantage of perfonally 
negociating with his friends, and of obfcrving 
and improving the divifions of his enemies, might 
juftify, in a prudent ftatefman, fo bold and dan- 
gerous an enterprife: and Alexandria was con- 
ne(5ted by tra.de and navigation with every fea- 
port of the Mediterranean. From the depth of 
his inacceflible retreat, the intrepid primate waged 
an inceflant and ofFenfive war againft the proteftor 
of tl-.e Arians J and his feafonable writings, which 
were diligently circulated, and eagerly perufed^ 
contributed td unite and animate the orthodox 
party^ In his public apologies, which he ad- 
dreffed to the emperor himfelf, he fometimes 

U* Palladiws (Hid. Lauliac. c. 136. in Vit. Patiimi, p 776.), the- 
©riginal author of this anecdote, had convei-fed with the damfel, who 
in her oU ^e fttll remembered with pieafure io pious and honourable 
a conneftion. I cannot indulge the delicacy of Baronius, Valcfius, 
Tillemont, &c* who almoft rejeft a ftory fo unworthy, as they deem 
Jt„ of the gravity of ecclefiaftical hiilory. 

U3 Athanaf. torn. i. p. 869. I agree with Tillemont (torn, viii, 
p, ii97.)» ^^^^ ^'^ expreffions imply a perfonaJ, though perhaps 
fccret, vilit to ihe fynods^ 

gffcacd " 
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afFefted the praife oF frtoderatioirj wbilff at the ^5^^* 
fame time, in fecrct and vehenment inveftivcs:, he Ui-y*-/ 
expofed Gonfl:anti«s as a weak and wicked prince, 
the executioner of his family, the tyrant of the 
reptibHc, and the antichrift of the church. la 
the height of his profperity, the viftorious mo- 
narch, who had chaftifed the raflinefs of GaHus, 
and fupprefled the revolt of Sylvanu^, who had 
taken the diadem from the head of Vetranio, and 
vanquifhed in the field the legions of Magnen- 
tius, received from an invifii^le hand a woundy 
which, he could neither heal nor revenge ; and the 
fon of Conftantine was the firft of the Chriftiaiy 
princes who cxperieticed the ftrength of thofe 
principled, which, in the cauie of religion, co«Wr 
refift the moft violent exertions of the civil 
power '**• 

The perfecutionof Athanafius, andof fo many Arian 
refpcftable bifhops, who fufiered for the truth of ^'^''^*' 
their opinions,, or at leaft for the integrity of ihcfi? 
coofcience, was a juft fubjedl of indignation and 
difcontcnt to all Chriftians, except thofe who 
were blindly devoted to the Arian faflrionv *. The 
peofrfe regretted the lofs of their faithful paftors, 
whofc baniflament was ufually foUowcd by the in^ 

«44i T^ht Epiftle of Athanafius to the Mbnfes i« filW v9k^ re- ., 

proacheSy. wiivch the pwblic miift fed to be> tnie (vol. i. p. S^^34., 
^56.); and, in compliment to his readers, he has introduced th« 
comparifions of Pharaoh, Ahab, Belfhazzar, &^. The bddncfs^ of \ 
Hilary was attended with lefs dangjer, if he pubHihed hisinveftivem 
Gaul aftet the revolt of Julian 5 but Lucifer fent his libels to Con- 
ftamiiis, and ahnoft challen^ the reward- of Martyrdom^ Se^ 
TilkmoBt, tonsr. vi'.p. 905, 

C c 21 trufion 
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c H A P. trufion of a ftrangcr '** into the epifcopsd chair ^. 

u.>*v>- ■> and boudly complained^ that the right of eledion 
was violated, and that they were condemned to 
obey a mercicnary ufurper, whofe perfon was un— 
known, and whole principles were fufpedted. The 
Catholics might prove to the world, that they 
were not involved in the guilt and hcrefy of their 

Divifiont* ecclefiaftical governor, by publicly teftifying their 
diflent> or by totally ftparattng themfelves froii> 
his communion. The firft of thefe methods was 
invented at Antioch, and practiied with fuch fuc*^ 
eefs, that it was foon diffufcd over the Chriftian 
world. The doxology, or facred hymn, which 
celebrates the glory of the Trinity, is fufceptible of 
very nice, but material, inflexions 5 andthcfub-r 
ftance of an orthodox, or an heretical, creed, may 
be expreffed by the difference of a disjunftive, or 
a copulative, particle. Alternate refponfcs, and 
a*more regular pfalmody '*^ were introduced into 
the public fervice by Flavianus and Diodorus^ 
two devout and aftive laymen, who were attached 
to the Nicenc faith. Under their conduft, a 
fwarm of Monks iffued from the adjacent defert, 
bands of well-difciplined fingers were ftationed in 
the cathedral of Antioch, the Glory to the Father, 

'4-s Atbanafius (torn. i. p« 81 1.)- complains in general of this 
pra^ce> which he afterwards exemplifies (p. 8&i.) in the pretended 
•leftion of Faelix, Three eunuchs reprefented the Roman people> 
and three prelates, who followed the court, affumcdthe funftions of 
the biihops of the Suburbicarian provinces. 

«46 Thomaffin (Difcipline de rEgltfe, torn. i. 1. ii. c. 71;, 73. 
|, 966^984.) has collefted many curious fafts concerning theorigia 
and progrefi of church-fmging, both in the Baft and Weft. . 
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AND the Son, AND thc Holy Ghoft**% was tii- ^^^^' 
umphantly chanted by a full chorus of voices ; v- 1^— ij 
and thc Catholics infulted, by thc purity of their 
doftrine, thc Arian prelate, who had ufurpcd thc 
throne of the venerable Euftathius. The fanne 
zeal which infpired their fongs, prompted tht 
more fcrupulous members of the orthodox party 
to form fcparate affcmblies, which were governed 
by the preibyters, till the death of their exiled 
biftiop allowed thc eleftion and confccration of a 
new epifcopal paftor ***. The revolutions of thc 
court multiplied the number of pretenders $ and 
the fame city was often difputed, under the reign 
of Conftantius, by two, or three, or even four ^ 
bi(hops, who cxcrcifed their fpiritual jurifdidion 
^vcr their rcfpcftivc followers, and alternately 
loft and regained thc temporal poflreOions of thc 
church, Thc abufe of Chriftianity introduced 
into the Roman government new caufes of tyranny 
and feditionj thc bands of civil focicty were 
torn afunder by the fury of religious fa<5tions; 
and the obfcure citizen, who might calmly have 
furveyed thc elevation and fall of fucceffive em- 

>47 Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. 13. Godefroy has examined this fub- 
je5l with ilngular accuracy (p. 147, &c.). There were three hetc- 
rodo)c forms : << To the Father iy the Son, and in the Holy Ghoft :** 
J< To the Father duul the Son in the Holy Ghoft 2" and « To the 
« Father in thc Son ^nd the Holy Ghoft." 

' >4S After the exile of Euftathius, under the reign of Conftantine, 
the rigid party of the ordK>dox formed a reparation, which afterwards 
degeneraud into a chifm, and lafted above fourfcore years. See . 
Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 35—54. 11 37— 1153. torn, 
▼tii. p. 537—- 631. 1 3x4^-1 33a. In many churehes, the Ariana 
and Homoouiians, Who had renounced each other's cmmumon, cop- 
tinued for fbme dme to join in prayer. PhiloftorgiuSy 1. iii. c. 14^ 

j; C c 3 perors, 
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CHAP, pcrors, imagined and experienced, that his omn 
' ^ * ' life and fortune were connefted with the interefts 
of a popular eeclefiaftic. The example of the 
two capitals, Rome and Cbnftantinopie, maf 
ferve to rcprefent the ftate of the empire, and the 
temper of mankind^ under the reign of the fon« 
of Conftantine. 
Rome. I. The Roman pontiff, as long as he main- 

tained his ftation and his principles, was-guarded 
by the warm attachment of a great people ; and 
could rejeft with fcom the prayers, the menaces^ 
and the oblations of an heretical prince. When 
the eunuchs had fccretly pronounced the cxUe of 
Libcrius, the well-grounded apprebcnfion of a 
tumult engaged them to ufe the utmoft precau- 
tions in the execution of the fcfltencc. The 
capital was invefted on every fide, and the Pras- 
fed was commanded to feize the p^rfon of the 
bilhop, either by ftratagem or by open force. 
The order wa$ obeyed 5 and Liberius, with the 
greareft difficulty, at the hour of midnight, was 
i wiftly conveyed beyond the reach of the Roman 
people, before their confternation was turned into 
rage. As foon as they were informed of his ba* 
niftiment into Thrace, a general afiembly w^ 
convened, and the clergy of Rome bound them^ 
felves, by a public and folemn oath, never to 
defert their bi(hop, never to acknowledge the 
ufurper Fselix i who, by the influence of the eu- 
nuchs, had been irregularly chofen and confc- 
crated vi^ithin the walls of a profane palace.. Ac 
the en J of two years, their pious obftinacy fub- 
fifted entire an J unfliaken s and when Conftan- 

tius 
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tius vifited Rome, he was aflailed by the jmpor- chap. 
tunate felicitations of a people, who had preferved, 
as the laft remnant of their ancient freedom, the 
right of treating their fovereign with familiar in- 
folence. The wives of many of the fenators and 
moft honourable citizens, after prefling their huf- 
bands to intercede in favour of Liberius, were ad* 
vifed to undertake a commiffion, which, in their 
hands, would be lefs dangerous, and might prove 
more fucccfsful. The emperor received with po- 
litenefs thefe female deputies, whofe wealth and 
dignity were difplayed in the magnificence of 
their drcfs and ornaments : he admired their in- 
flexible refolution of following their beloved paftor 
to the moft diftant regions of the earth -, and con- 
fented that the two bifliops, Liberius and Faslix^ 
Ihould govern in peace their refpeflive congre- 
gations. But the ideas of toleration were fo re- 
pugnant to the praSice, and even to the fenti- 
ments, of thofe times, that when the anfwer of 
Conftantius was publicly read in the Circus of 
Rome, fo reafonable a projeft of accommodation 
was rejeded with contempt and ridicule. The 
eager vehemence which animated the fpedators 
in the decifive moment of a horfe-race, was now 
direfted towards a different objeft ; and the Cir^ 
cus refounded with the Ihout of thoufaods, who 
repeatedly exclaimed, " One God, One Chrift, 
*< One Biftiop/' The zeal of the Roman people 
in the caufe of Liberius, was not confined to 
words alone 3 and the dangerous and bloody fedi- 
tion which they excited foon after the departure 
C c 4 of 
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^ xxi'' 0^ C'Q^ft^'^^*"^, dctcrminc4 that prmcc to s^pccpt 
i^ y',,,1 the Aibmlflion of the exiled preUtc;^ and to reftore 
him to the undivided dominion of the c^pital^ 
After fomp incfFeiftual rcfiftance, his rival was ex- 
pelled from the pity by the pcrmiflion of the em- 
peror, and the ppwpr of the qppofite faftion j the 
adherents of Faelix were inhumanly murdered in 
tjie ftrcets, ir» the public places, in the baths, 
and even in fhe churphcs j and the face of Rome, 
upon the return of a Chriftjan bifliop, renewed 
the horrid image of the maffacrcs of j^arius, and 
the profcriptions of Sylla "^, 
Conftan- II. Notwithftandjog the rapifl incrcafc of Chrift- 
^inoplc. ians under the reign of the t layian family, Romc^ 
Alexandria, and the other great cities of the emr 
pire, ftill contained a ftrong and powerful fadtioi^ 
of Infidels, who enyiec} the profperity, ^nd whq 
ridiculed, even on their theatres, the theological 
difputes of the chprch. Conftantinpple alone 
eiijoyed the advantage of being born find educated 
jn the bofom of the faith. The capital of the 
Eaft had neycr been polluted by the wprlhip of 
Idols s and the whole body of the people Wd 
deeply imbibed the opinions, the virtues, and 
the paflSons, which diftinguiflied the Ghriftians of 
that age from the I'cft of mankind. After the 
(death of Alexander, the epifcopal throne was dif- 
puted by Paul and Macedonius. By their zeal 

U9 Sec, on thi^ ecclefiaftical revolution of Roipe, Amroi^us, 
XV. 7. Athanaf. torn. i. {>. 834. S61. Sozomen, 1. iv. c. 15. 
Theodoret. 1. ii. e. 17. Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 413. 
Hieronym. Chron. Marcellin. ct FauiUn. Libell. p. 3, 4. Tillc- 
ment, Mem. Eqckf. torn, vi* p* 33^* 

aq4 
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jifid abilities they bothdefcrvcd the eminent fta-^ chap. 
tion tp which they afpiredj and if the nsoral cha- 
racter of Macedonigs was lefs exceptionable^ his 
competitor had the advantage of a prior eleftion 
and a more orthodox doctrine. His firm attach- 
ment to the Nicenc creed, which has given Paul 
^ place in the calendar among faints and martyrs, 
expofed him to the refentment of the Arians. Jn 
the fpace of fourteen years he was five times driven 
froin his throne j to which he was more frequently 
reftorcd by the violence of the people, than by the 
permiffion of the prince 1 and the power of Ma- 
pedonius could be fecured only by the death of 
his rival. The unfortunate Paul was dragged in 
chains from the fandy deferts of Mcfopotamia to 
the moft defolate places of Mount Taurus *'% 
jconfined in a dark and narrow dungeon, left fix 
days without food, and at length ilrangled, by 
the order of Philip, one of the principal minifters 
of the emperor Conftantius *'*. The firft blood 
which ftained the new capital was fpilt in this ec- 
clefiaftij^al con|:eft| and many perfons were flain on 

150 Cucufus was the lafl ftage of his lile and fuftringt, The 
fituation of that lonely town, on the confines of Cappadocia, Cili« 
cia, and the LefTer Armenia, has occafioned foipe geographical per- 
plexity i but we are diroSed to the true ipot by the cour(e of the Ro- 
hian road from Csefarea to Anaaarbus. See Cellarii Geogsaph. 
torn. ii. p. 21 3. We0eling ad Itinerar. p. 279. 703. 

>5i Athanafius (torn. i. p. 703. Si 3, 8x4.) aflkms, in the moft 
pofitive terms^ that Paul was murdered i and appeals^ not only to 
common fame, but even to the unfii^picious teftimony of Philagrius, 
one of the Arian persecutors. Yet he acknowledges, that the here- 
tics attributed to difeafe the death of the biihop of Conftantinople. 
Athanadus is fenrilely copied by Spa-ates (1. ii. c. 16.) i but $0- 
aomcn, who difcovers a more liberal tem^, pftfumet {h ir. c. 2.) 
^ inilnuate a prudent d<9ubt. 

^ both 
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CHAP, both fides, in the furious and obftinate fcditions of 
the people. The commiffion of enforcing a (cn^ 
tence of baniftiment againft PaOl, had been en- 
trufted to Hermogcnes, the maftcr-general of the 
cavalry; but the execution of it was fatal to him- 
felf. The CathoKcs rofe in the defence of their 
bifhop J the palace of Hermogenes was confumed ; 
the firft military officer of the empire was dragged 
by the heels through the ftreets of Conftantinople, 
and, after he expired, his lifelefs corpfe was ex- 
pofed to their wanton infults*'*. The fare of 
Hermogenes inftrufted Philip, the Praetorian pras- 
fedt, to aft with more precaution on a fimilar oc^ 
fion. In tlie moft gentle and honourable terms, 
he required the attendance ofPaul in the baths of 
Zeuxippus, which had a private communication 
with the palace and the fea. A veflel, which lay 
ready at the gardep-ftairs, immediately hoilled 
fail ; and, while the people were dill ignorant of 
the meditated facrilege, their bifhop was already 
embarked on his voyage to Theflalonica. They 
foon beheld, with furprife and indignation, the 
gates of the palace thrown open, and the ufurper 
Macedonius feated by the fide of the praefed on a 
lofty chariot, which was furrounded by troops of 
guards with drawn fwords. The military procef- 
fion advanced towards the cathedral j the Arian« 
and the Catholics eagerly rufhed to occupy that 
important pcft -, and three thoufand one hundred 
and fifty perfons lofl their lives in the confufion of 

'5* Ammianus (xiv. lo.) refers to his own account of this tragic 
^rent. 'But we no longer polTefsthat part of his hiftory. 

t the 
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the tumult. Macedonius, who was fupportcd by C H AP4 
a regular force, obtained a decifivc vicStory j but Vi ^ ' ■# 
his reign was difturbed by clamour and fedition 1 
and the caufes which appeared the Icaft conneftcd 
with the fubjeft of difpu^e, were fufficient to 
nourifh and to kindle the flame of civil difcord. 
As the chapel in which the body of the great Con* 
ftantine had been depofited was in a ruirfous con- 
dition, the bilhop tranfported thofc veperable re* 
mains into the church of St. Acacius. This pru* 
dent and even pious mcafure was reprefentcd as a 
wicked profanation by the whole party which ad* 
hered to the Homooufian doftrine. The faftion^ 
immediately flew to arms, the confecratcd ground 
was ufed as their field of battle; and one of the 
ecclefiaftical hiftorians has obferved, as a real 
fad, not as a figure of rhetoric, that the well be- 
fore the church overflowed with a ftream of blood, 
which filled the porticoes and the adjacent courts. 
The writer who Oiould impute thefe tumults folely 
to a religious principle, would betray a very im- 
perfe<Sl knowkdge of human nature; yet it muft 
be -confeflTed, that the motive which mifled the 
fincerity of zeal, and the pretence which dJfguifed 
the licentioufntfs of pafllon, fuppreflcd the re- 
morfc which, in another caufe, would have fuc- 
cceded to the rage of the Chriftians of Conftan- 
tinoplc **\ 

»53 See Socrates, 1. ii. c. 6, 7. ii, ig. 15, 16. 26, vj. 38. tnd 

Sozomen, 1. iii. 3, 4. 7. 9. 1. iv. c; ii, 21. The uSis of St. Paul of 
Conftantinople, of which Photius has made an abftrafl (Phot. 
Bibiiot. p. 141 9 - 1430.), are an indifferent copy of thefe hiiVorian«.$ 
but a modern Greek, who could write the life of a iaint without 
adding fables and miracics^tsjen titled to Ibme^ commendation. 

The 
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CHAP. The cruel and arbitrary difpofition of Conftan* 
y_ ^ '_/ tius, which did not always require the provoca- 
rf"the^ tions of guilt and refiftance, was juftly cxafperated 
Ariant. by the tutiiults of his capital, and the criniinal 
behaviour of a fadion, which oppofed the autho- 
rity and religion of their fovereign. The ordinary 
punifhnients of death, exile, and confifcation 
were inffifted with partial rigour j and the (Wrecks 
ftill revere the holy memory of two clerks, a 
reader and a fub-deacon, who were accufed of 
the murder of Hermogenes, and beheaded at the 
gates of Conftantinople. By an ediftofConftantius 
againft the Catholics, which has not been judged 
worthy of a place in the Theodofian code, thofe 
who refufed to communicate with the Arjian 
b^fhops, and particularly with Macedonius, were 
deprived of the immunities of ecclefiaftics, and 
of the rights of Chriftians ; they were compelled 
to relinquifh the pofiefllon of the churchesi and 
were ftridtly prohibited from holding their aflem- 
blics within the walk of the city. The execution 
pf this ujijuft law, in the provinces of Thrace and 
Afia Minor, was committed to the zeal of Ma- 
jcedonius j the civil and military powers were 
direded to obey his commands j and the cruelties 
cx^rcifed by this Semi-Arian tyrant in the fupport 
of the Hompioujion, exceeded the commiflion, and 
difgraced the reign, of Conftantius. The facra-- 
ments of the church were adminiftered to the 
reluflant viftims, who denied the vocation, and 
abhorred the principles, of Macedonius. The rites 
, of baptifm were conferred on women and chilf 
drcn, who^ for that purpofe, had been torn from 

the 
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the arms of their friends and pa:rentss the mouths ^S^^* 
of the communicants were held open, by a wooden <■ ^ ' ^ 
engine, while the confecrated bread was forced 
down their throat ; the breads of tender virgins 
were either burnt with red-hot egg-Ihells^ or in^ 
humanly compreffed between (harp and heavy . 
boards "*. The Novatians of Conftantinople^ and 
the adjacent country, by their firm attachment to 
the Homooufian ftandard, deferved to be con- 
founded with the Catholics themfelves. Macedo- 
nius was informed, that a large diftridt of Pa- 
phlagonia '^' was almoft entirely inhabited by thofe 
feftaries. He rcfolved either to convert or to ex- 
tirpate them; and as he diftrufted, on this occa- 
sion, the efficacy of an ecclefiaftical miffion, he 
commanded a body of four thoufand legionaries 
to march againft the rebels, and to reduce the 
territory of Mantinium under his fpiritual domi* 
nion. The Novatian peafants, animated by de- 
Ipair and religious fury, boldly encountered the 
invaders of their country ; and though many of 
the Paphlagonians were flain, the Roman legions 
were vanquilhed by an irregular multitude, 

X54 SocraitesLy 1. ii. c. 27. 38. Sozomen, L iv. c. 21. The prin* 
cipal aififtants of Macedonius, in the work of perfecution, were thd 
two bi/hops of Nicomedia and Cyzicus, who were efteemed for their 
virtues, and efpecially for their charity. I cannot forbear reminding 
the reader, that the diflference between the Homowfon and Hmoioujien, ia 
alnioft invifible to the niceft theological eye. 

«SJ We are ignorant of the precipe fituation of Mantinium. In, 
fpeaklng of thefe/wr bands of legionaries^ Socrates, Sozomen, and 
^e author of the A&i of St. Paul, ufe the indefinite terms of »fiBfx<np 
t>^A«'H^f rmyf4Mrmt whicji Nicephorus very properly tmnfUtes^ z^- 
ftnib^ Valef. ad Socrat. I. ii. c. 3S. 

armed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



398 tHE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. aariTjed only wkh fey thes and axes 3 ar>cl, except ^ 

- ^' ' few who efeaped by an ignoowniousf flight, four 

«houfand foldiers were left dead on the field of 

batltc. The fucceffor of Conftantius has exprcfT- 

' cd, m a Goncife txvc lively niannefj foitie of the 

theological calamities which afflrftcd the empire^ 

»nd tmxte efpecially the Eaft, in the reign of a 

prince who was the flavc of his owrt p^ffions, and 

of thc^e of his ctmuchs. " Many were imprifoned ^ 

♦* and perfeeuted, and driven into ex9f. Whole 

^ troops' of thofe who are ftlled heretics were 

^^ rnalKicred, particularly at Cyzicw, and atSamo- 

^ fata. In Paphlagonia, Biihynhy Galaria, and 

^ i» mafty other provinces, towtts and villages 

«« wetc laid wafte, and utterly dcftroycd *^," 

The revolt WWlc thc fkmes^of the Arran controverfy con- 

Se"* D^na^ futticd thc vitals of thc empire, the African pro- 

tift Cir- vinces were infeftcd by their peculiar enemies thc 

iiins? ' favagc fanatics^ who^^ under thc name of Circum^ 

A. D. cdUcmSy formed the ftpength and fcandal of the 

Doaocift party '". The fevere execution of thc 

laws ofi Conftantine had excited a fpirit of difcon* 

tent and rcfiftaoce ; thc ftrcnuous efforts of his 

fon Conftans, to rcllore the unity of the church, 

cxiafpcrated the fentiiBcncs of mutual hatred, which 

had firft occafioned the feparation j and the mc- 

^ Julian. Epiftol. lii. p. 43^. edit. Spanheim. 

•57 See Optatus Milevitanus (particularly iii. 4.), with the Do- 
natift hiftory, by M. Dupii>, and the original pieces at the end of hi^ 
edition. The numerous circumftances which Auguftin has men- 
tioned, of the fury of the Circumcellions againft others, and againft 
themftlves, have been laborfoufly coileftcd by TiHemont, Mem. 
Ecchef. torn. vi. p. 147 — 165} and he has-ofttiT, though without 
4e(ign, expofed the injuries whidi had provx>kedthofr fanatics, 

thodl 
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thods of force and corruption employed by the ^S^^* 
iwo Imperial commiSioners^ Paul and Macariys^ 
furnifhed the fchifmatics with a fpecious contrafi; 
between the maxims of the apoftles and the ^pn^^ 
duift of their pretended fucceffors '^^ The pear 
fanes who inhabited the villages of Numidia and 
Mauritania^ were a ferocious race, whohadbeea 
imperfectly reduced under the authority of the 
Roman laws 5 who were imperfedtly converted t» 
the Chriftian faith j but who were aduated by a 
blind and furious enthufiafm in the caufe o€ their 
Donatift teachers. They indignantly fupportcd 
the exile of their bifliops, the demolition of their 
churches, and the interruptioa of tlieir fccret 
aflemblies. The violence of the officers of 
juftice, who were ufually fuftained by a military* 
guard, was fometimcs repelled with equal vio- 
lence j and the blood of fomepopular ecclefiaftics, 
which had been fhcd in the quarrel, inflamed 
their rude followers with an eager defire of re- 
venging the death of thcfe holy martyrs. By 

'5* It is amuiidg enough to obferve the language of oppoiite par^ 
ties, when they fpcak of the fame men and things. Gratus, biihop 
of Carthage, begins the acclamations of an orthodox fynod, *' Gia- 
** tias Deo omnipotent! et Chrifto Jefu . . . qui imperavit reiigio- 
»< fliliiho ConC.anti Imperatori, ut votum geccret unitatis, et mitteret 
** miniilros fanfti operis famuJot Dei Paulum et Macarium." Mo* 
nument. Vet. ad Calcem Optati^ p. 313, ** Ecce fubito,** ((*ays 
the Donatift author of the PaflTion ot" Marculus) " de Conf^antis re- 
«< gis tyrannic^ domo . . . poliutum Macarianas perfecutionis mur-^ 
^^ '* mur incrcpult, et Jualfus beftih atl Africam millis, eodem fcijicet 
*< Macario ct Paulo execran'ium piorlusac dirum ccclefioe certamen 
*• indiftumdtj ut populus Chfiftian«s ad unioncm cum tradi tori • 
** bus faciendara, nudatis militum gladiis et draconum prefeDCibuf 
*^ iignisy et (ubai-um vocibus cogeretm.'' Monument, p. ^04* 

their 
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CHAP, their o^n cruelty and raflinefs} the minifters of 
* perfecution fomctimcs provoked their fate ; and 
ehe guilt of an accidental tumult precipitated the 
criminals into defpair and rebellion. Driven < 
from their native villages, the Donatift peafants 
aflembled in formidable gangs on the edge of the 
Getuliandefert -, and readily exchanged the habits 
of labour for a life of idlenefs and rapine^ which 
was confecrated by the name of religion, and 
faintly condemned by the doctors of the feA« 
The leaders of the Circumcellions affumcd the 
aflumed the title of captains of the faints ; their 
principal weapon, as they were indifferently pro- 
vided with fwords and fpears, was a huge and 
weighty club, which they termed an Ifraelite j and 
the well-known found of " Praife be to God," 
which they ufed as their cry of war, diffufed cpn- 
fternation over the unarmed provinces of Afriia. 
At firft their depredations were coloured by the 
plea of neceffityi but they foon exceeded the 
meafure of fubfiftence, indulged without controul 
their intemperance and avarice, burnt the villages 
which they had pillaged, and reigned the licen- 
tious tyrants of the open country. The occupa- 
tions of hu/bandry, and the adminiftration of 
juftice, were interrupted s and as the Circumcel- 
lions pretended to reftore the primitive equality of 
mankind, and to reform the abufes of civil fociety, 
they opened a fecure afylum for the flavcs and 
debtors, who flocked in crowds to their holy 
ftandard* When they were not refifled, they 
ufually contented themfelves with plunder, but 
the flightc(l oppofuion provoked them to afts of 

violence 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE* 401 

Violence and murder ^ and fome Catholic priefts, ^ ^ a p. 
who had imprudently fignalized their zeal, were v— ■y^— » 
tortured by the fanatics with the moft refined and 
Wanton barbarity. The fpirit of the Circumcel- 
lions Was not always exerted againft their defence- 
lefs enemies ; they engaged, and fometimes de- 
feated, the troops of the province 5 and in the 
bloody aftion of Bagai, they attacked intheopen 
field, but with unfuccefsful valour, an advanced 
guard of the Imperial cavalry. The Donatifts 
who were taken in arms, received, and they foon 
deferved, the fame treatment which might have 
been (hewn to the wild beafts of the defert. The 
captives died, without a murmur, either by the 
fword, the axe, or the fire -, and the meafures of 
retaliation were multiplied in a rapid proportion, 
which aggravated the horrors of rebellion, and 
excluded the hope of mutual forgivenefs. In the 
beginning of the prefent century, the example of 
the Circumcellions has been renewed in^the per- 
iecution, the boldnefs, the crimes, and the en- 
thufiafm of the Camifards ; and if the fanatics of 
Langucdoc furpaffed thofe of Numidia, by their 
military atchievcments, the Africans maintained 
their fierce independence with more refolution 
and perfeverance ^'^ 

Such diforders are the natural effedls of religious Theu- re- 
tyranny 5 but the rage of the Donatifts was in- Ji?|,°^g^^ 
flamed by a frenzy of a very extraordinary kind -, 

IS9 The Hiftoirc des Camifards, in 3 vol. iimo. Villefi*anche, 
1760, may be recommended as accurate and impartial. It require* 
fome attention to difcover the religion of the author. 

Vol. III. D d and 
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^ XXI ^' ^^^ which> if it really prevailed among them ia. 
fo extravagant a degree, cannot furely be paral- 
leled in any country, or in any age. Many of 
thefc fanatics were poffefled with the horror of 
life, and the defirc of martyrdom; and they 
deemed it of little moment by what means, or 
by what hands, they perifhed, if their conduft 
was fandlified by the intention of devoting them- 
felves to the glory of the true faith, and the hope 
of eternal happinefs '*\ Sometimes they ruddy 
difturbed the feftivals, and profaned the temples 
of paganifm, with the dcfign of exciting the moft 
zealous of the idolaters to revenge the infulted 
honour of their gods. They fometimcs forced 
their way into the courts of juftice, and compelled 
the affrighted judge to give orders for their im- 
mediate execution. They frequently flopped tra- 
vellers on the public highways, and obliged them, 
to inflid the ftroke of martyrdom, by the pro- 
mife of a reward, if they confented, and by the 
threat of inllant death, if they refufed to grant fo 
very Angular a favour. When they were difap- 
pointed of every other refource, they announced 
the day on which, in the prefence of their friends 
and brethren, they Ihould caft themfelves head- 
long from fome lofty rock -, and many precipices 
were fhewn, which had acquired fame by the 
number of religious fuicides* In the aftions of 
thefe defperate enthufiafts, who were admired by 
one party as the martyrs of God, and abhorred by 

'•o The Donatift fuicides alleged in their joftjiication the example 
of Razias, which is related in the 14th chapter of the fecond book 
of the Maccabees. 

ehc 
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the dther, a3 the viftims of Satan, an impartial C H A K 
philofopher may difcover the influence and the ^^^J^j 
laft abufe of that inflexible fpirir, which was ori- 
ginally derived from the charader and principles 
of the Jewilh nation. 

The fiinple narrative of the inteftini? divifion3> General 
which diftracled the peace, and difhonoured the of the 
triumph, of the church, will confirm the remark of ^^^l ^^^ 
a pagan hiflorian, and jufl:ify the complaint of a -^^ ^• 
venerable bifliop. The experience of Ammianus 
had convinced him, that the enmity of the Chrift- 
ians towards each other, furpaflfed the furyof favage 
bea(tsagainftman**'i and Gregory Nazianzenmoft 
pathetically laments, that the kingdom of heaven 
was converted, by difcord, into the image of chaos, 
of a nofturnal tempefl:, and of hell itfelf*^\ The 
fierce and partial writers of the times, afcribing all 
virtueto themfelves, and iqnputing ^// guilt to their 
adverfaries, have painted the battle of the angels 
and daemons. Our calmer reafon will reje6l 
fuch pure and perfeft monflers of vice or fanftity, 
and will impute an equal, or at leafl: an indifcri- 
minate^ mcafure of good and evil to the hoftile 
feftarics, who aflTumed and beftowed the appella- 
tions of orthodox and heretics. They had been 
educated in the fame t-eligion, and the fame civil 
'fociety. Their hopes and fears in theprefenr, or 
in a future, life, wehe balanced in the fame pro- 
portion. On either fide, the etror might be in* 

i5t Nulla* ittfcftas honiinibus beftias, tit funt fibi feralcs pleriqud » 
Chriftianorum cxpertus. Anmiian. xxii. 5. 

i6» Gregor. Nazianzcn, Drat. i. p. 33, See Tillemont, torn. vi. 
p. 501. qtiarto edit. 

D d 2 nocenti 
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CHAP, nocent, the faith finccre, the praftice meritorioas 
i_ -^- _' or corrupt. Their paffions were excited by fimi- 
lar objeds J anS they might alternately abufc the 
favour of the court, or of the people. The meta- 
phyfical opinions of the Athanafians and the 
Arians, could not influence their moral charafter ; 
and they were alike aftuated by the intolerant Ipi- 
rit, which has been extradled from the pure and 
fimple maxims of the gofpcl. 
Toleration A modern writer, who, with a juft confidence, 
Tftn^^^"' '^^^ prefixed to his own hiftory the honourable 
epithets of political and philofophical '*^, accufes 
the timid prudence of Montefquieu, for iKrgledt- 
ing to enumerate, among the caufes of the decline 
of the empire, a law of Conftantine, by which the 
exercife of the pagan worfhip was abfolutely fup- 
prelTed, and a confiderable part of his fubje£ls 
was left deftitute of priefts, of temples, and of 
any public religion. The zeal of the philofophic 
hiftorian for the rights of mankind, has induced 
him to acquiefce in the ambiguous teftimony of 
tbofe ecclefiaftics, who have too lightly afcribed 
to their favourite hero the merit of a general per- 
fecution '**. Inftead of alleging this imaginary 

*^J Hiftoire Politique et Philofophique des Etabliflemens des £u- 
ropeens dans les deux Indcs^ torn. i. p. 9. 

*6+ According to Eufebius (in Vit. Conftantin. I. ii. c. 45.) tfcc 
emperor prohibited, both in cities and in the country, t« fAv^m^m 
... to; EiJ^flwXoXa-rf ««oc ; the abominable a6ls or parts of idolatry. 
Socrates (l.i. c. 17.) and Sozomen (1. ii. c. 4, 5.) have reprefentod 
the condu«5l of Conltantine with a juft regard to truth and hiftory 5 
which has tjeen neglefted by Theodoret (1. v. c. ii.) and Oroiius 
(vii.28.). Turn deinde (fays the latter) primus Conftantinus jir/ft 
ordine et />i9 vicem vertltedi»5^o ; fiquidem ftatuit citra ullam hoini- 
num cr^dem, paganoium templa claudi. 

law. 
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law, which would have blazed in the front of the chap. 
Imperial codes, we may fafely appeal to the ori- v ^ a 
ginal epiftle, which Conllantine addrefled to the 
followers of the ancient religion; at a time when 
he no longer difguifed his converfion, nor dreaded 
the rivals of his throne. He invites and exhorts, 
in the moft prefling terms, the fubjefts of the 
Roman empire to imitate the example of their 
matter 5 but he declares, that thofe who ftill re- by Con- 
fufe to open their eyes to the celeftial light, may *^^*^** 
freely enjoy their temples, and their fancied gods. 
A report, that the ceremonies of paganifm were 
fupprefled, is formally contradided by the em- 
peror himfelf, who wifely affign3, as the principle 
of his moderation, the invincible force of habit, 
of prejudice, and of fuperftition '^\ Without 
violating the fanftity of his promife, without 
alarming the fears of the pagans, the artful mo- 
narch advanced, by flow and cautious fteps,. to 
undermine the irregular and decayed fabric of> 
polythcifm. The partial afts of feverity which 
he occafionally exercifed, though they were fe-. 
cretly prompted by a Chriftian zeal, were colour- 
ed by the faireft pretences of juftice, and the 
public good } and while Conftantinc defigned to 
ruin the foundations, he fecmed to reform the 
abufes, of the ancient religion. After the example 

>^5 See Eufebius in Vit. Conftantin. 1. ii. c. 56. 60. In the 
frrmon to the afTembly of faints, which the emperor pronounced 
when he was mature in years and piety, he declares to the Idolaters 
(q, xi.}, that they are permitted to offer facriiices, an4 to exercif^ 
every part of their religious worfhip. 
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CHAP, of the wifeft of his predeceflbrs, he condemned, 
under the moft rigorous penalties, the occult an4 
impious arts of divination ; which excited the 
Tain hopes, and fometimes the criminal attempts, 
of thofe who were difcontented with their prefent 
condition. An ignominious filence was impofed 
on the oracles, which had b6en publicly con- 
vifted of fraud and falfehood ; the effeminate 
priefts of the Nile were abolifhed ^ and Conflan- 
tine difchargcd the duties of a Roman cenfor, 
V^hcn he gave orders for the demolition of fcveral 
temples of Phoenicia j in which every mode of 
proftitution was devoutly praftifed in the face of 
day, and to the honour of Venus *% The Im- 
perial city of Conftantinople was, in fome mea- 
fure, raifed at the expence, and was adorned 
with thefpoils, of the opulent temples of Greece 
and Afia ; the facred property was confifcatcd i 
the ftatues of gods and heroes nvcre tranfported, 
with rude familiarity, among a people who con? 
fidercd them as objcfts, not of adoration, but of 
curiofity : the gold and filver yvere reflored to cirT 
culation 5 and the magiftrates, the bifhops, and 
the eunuchs, im.provcd the fortunate occafion of 
gratifying, at once, their zeal, their avarice, and 
their refentmcnt. But thefe depredations were 
confined to a fmall part of the Roman world 5 and 
the provinces had been long fince accuftomed to 

166 SeeEufebins, in Vit. Conftantln. I. iii. c, 54. — 58. and 1. iv, 
c. *3. 25. Thefe z£is of authority may be compared with the fup- 
piefiion of the Bacchanals, and the demolition of the temple of Ills, 
bj^ the magiftrates of Pagan Ronie, 

endure 
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endure the fame facrilegious rapine, from the ^SJ^^ 
tyranny of princes and proconfuls, who could u *y— ^ 
not be (ufpefted of any defign to fubvert the 
eftablifhed religion '^\ 

The fens of Conftantine trod in the footfteps of andHi* 
their father, with more zeal, and with left dif- 
cretion. The pretences of rapine and oppreflion 
were infenfibly multiplied *" ; every indulgence 
was fhewn to the illegal behaviour of the Chris- 
tians; every doubt was explained to the difad- 
vantage of paganifm ; and the demolition of the 
temples was celebrated as one of the aufpicious 
events of the reign of Conftans and Conftan- 
tius **^. The name of Conftantius is prefixed to 
a concife law, which might have fuperfeded the 
neceflfity of any future prohibitions. " It is our 
^' pleafure, that in all places, and in all cities, 
*' the temples be immediately fliut, and carefully 
*^ guarded, that none may have the power of 
^* offending. It is likcwife our pleafure, that all 

}^7 Eufebius(in Vit. Conftant. 1. iii. c. 54.) and Libanius (Orat. 
proTemplis, p. 9, 10. edit. Gothofred.), both mention the pious 
i'acrilegc of Conftantine, which they viewed in veiy different lights. 
The latter exprefsly declares, that «* he made ufe of the facred mo- 
'< ney, but made no alteration in the legal worihip) the temples in* 
•' deed were impoveriihed, but the facred rites were peiformed 
** there." Lardner's Jewilh and Heathen Teftimonies, vol, iv. 
p. 14.0. 

'^* Ammianus (xxii. 4.) fpeaks of fome court eunuchs who were 
fpoliis templorum pafti, Libanius fays (Qi*at. pro Tempi, p. aj.)* 
that the emperor often gave away a temple, like a dog, or a horfe, 
or a Have, or a gold cup ; but the devout philofopber takes care to 
obferve, that thefe facrilegious favourites very feldom profpered. 

»<^9 See Gothofred. Cod. Theodof. torn. vi. p. a6a. Libap. 
P^at. Farental. c. x. in Fabric. Bibl. Grace, torn. vii. p. 235. 
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CHAP. « our fubjcAs fliould abftain from facrifices. If 



XXI 



«* any one (hpuld be guilty of fuch an aft, let 
«* him feel the fword of vengeance ; and after 
" his execution, let his property be confifcated 
«< to the public ufc. We denounce the fame 
•* penalties againft the governors of the pro- 
" vinccs, if they negleft to punifh the crimi- 
" nals ''''." Bwt there is the ftrongcfl: reafon to 
believe, that this formidable edift was either 
compofed without being publilhed, or was pub- 
lifticd without being executed. The evidence of 
fafts, and the monuments which are ftill extant of 
brafs and marble, continue to prove the public 
cxercife of the pagan worlhrp during the whole 
reign of the fons of Conftantine, In the Eaft, as 
well as in the Weft, in cities, as well as in the 
country, a great number of temples wererefpefted, 
or at leaft were fparedj and the devout multi- 
tude ftill enjoyed the luxury of facrificcs, of fcfti- 
vals, and of proceflions, by the permiffion, or 
by the connivance, of the civil government. 
About four years after the fuppofed date of his 

i7<> Placuit omnibus locis atque urbibus univerfis claudi protinus 
templa, et acceiTu vetitis omnibus licentiam delinquendi perditis ab^ 
negari. Volumus etiam cunftos a facrificiis abftinere. Quod fiquis 
aliquid forte hujufmodi perpetravcrit, gladio fternatur: facultates 
ttiam perempt'i fifco deccmimus vindicari : et fimilitcr adfligi reftorcs 
piovinciarum ft facinora vindicare neglexerint. Cod. Theodof, 
1. xvi. tit. X. leg. 4. Chronology has difcovered fomc contradiction 
in the date of this extravagant law 5 the only one, perhaps, by which 
the negligence of magiftratcs is punifhed by death and confifcation. 
M. de laBaftie (Mem. de 1* Academic, torn. xv.p. 98.) conje^ures, 
with a (hew of reafon, that this was no more than the minutes of a 
law, the heads of an intended bill, which were found in Scnniis 
Memorise, among the papers of Conftantius, and afterwards infertcd* 
a worthy model, in the Theodofian Code. 

bloody 
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bloody edi£t, Conftantius vilited the temples ^^ ^^^i^* 
Romci and the decency of his behaviour is re- 
commended by a pagan orator as an example 
worthy of the imitation of fucceeding princes. 
*' That emperor,'* fays Symmachus, ** fuffered 
** the privileges of the veftal virgins to remain 
** inviolate 5 he bellowed the facerdotal dignities 
** on the nobles of Rome, granted the cuftomary 
*^ allowance to defray the expenccs of the pub- 
** lie rites and facrifices : and, though he had 
** embraced a different religion, he never at- 
*^ tempted to deprive the empire of the facred 
" worfhip of antiquity ''*.'* The fenate ftill pre- 
fumed to confecrate, by folemn decrees, the 
divim memory of their fovereigns j and Conflan- 
tipc himfelf was aflbciated, after his death, to 
thofe gods whom he had renounced and infuhed 
during his life. The title, the enfigns, the pre- 
rogatives of sovereign PONTIFF, which had been 
inftituted by Numa, and affumed by Auguftus, 
were accepted, without hcfitation, by feven Chrilt- 
ian emperors; who were inverted with a more 
abfolute authority over the religion which they 
had deferred, than over that which 'they pro- 
fcflcd ''\ 

>7i SymmaclK Epiilol. x. 54. 

*7* The fourth Diflertation of M. de la Baftle, Turle Souvcrain 
Pontifical des Empereurs Remains (In the Mem. deTAcad. tom.xv* 
p. 75—144), is a very learned and judicious peiformance, which ex- 
plains the ftate, and proves the toleration, of paganifm from Conftan- 
tine to Gratian. The aflertion of Zofiraus, that Gratian was the 
ftrft who refufed the pontifical robe, is confirmed beyond a doubt : 
and the raurmurs of bigotry, on thatfubje^, are almoft filenced. 

The 
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livifions of Chriftianity fufpcndcd the ruin 
\fm ''*; and the holy war againft the in- 
fidels was lefs vigoroufly profccuted by princes 
and bifhops, who were more immediately alarmed 
by the guilt and danger of domeftic rebellion. 
The extirpation of idolatry *'* might have been 

juftified 

'7J As I have freely anticipated the ufe of pagans and paganlfni, I 
fliall now trace the fingular revolutions of thofe celebrated words. 
1. na>«, in the Doric dialed, fo familiar to the Italians, fignifies a 
fountain ; and the rural neighbourhood which frequented the fan^c 
fountain, derived the common appellation of pagut and/>tff<iw(Feftus 
fub voce, and Servius ad Virgil. Georgic. ii. 381.). ». By an eafy 
extenfion of the word, pagMn and rural became almoft fynonymous 
(Plin. Hift. Natur. xxviii. 5.); and the meaner nifties acquired that 
name, which has been coiTuptedinto/>wyi«/iin the modern languages 
of Europe. 3. The amazing increafe of the military order intro- 
duced the neccfTity of a correlative term (Hume's EITays, vol. i. 
p. 555.); and all the />^fl^/<r who were notenlifted in the feiTice af 
the prince were branded with the contemptuous epithet of pagans 
(Tacit. Hift. iii. 24. 43. 77. Juvenal. Satlr. xvi. Tertullian de 
Pallio, c. 4.). 4. The Chriftians were the foldiers of Chrift; their 
adverfarics, who refufed his facrament^ or military oath of baptifm, 
might deferve the metaphorical name of pagans j and this popular 
reproach was introduced as early as the reign of Valentinian (A. D. 
365.) into Imperial laws (Cod. Theodof, 1. xvi. tit. ii* leg. 18.) 
and theological writings. 5. Chxiftianity gradually filled the cities 
of the empire : the old religion, in the time of Pnidcntius (adverf. 
Symmachum, 1. i. ad fin.) and Orofius (in Praefat. Hift.), retired and 
languiftied in obfcure villages j and the word pcgant, with its new fig- 
liification, reverted to its primitive origin. 6. Since the worihip ©f 
Jupiter and his family has expired, the vacant title of pagans has 
been fucceflively applied to all the idolaters and polytheifts of the old 
and new world. 7. The Latin Chriftians beftowed it^ without 
fcruple, on their mortal enemies the Mahometans ; and the piireft 
itmtariant v^ere branded with the unjuft reproach of idolatry and pa* 
ganifm. See Gerard Voffius Etymologicon Lingua? Latine, in his 
works, torn. i. p. 410. Godefroy's Commentary on the Theodofian 
Code, torn. vi. p. 250. and Ducange, mediae & infimae Latinitat. 
Glofar. 

'74 In the pure language of Ionia and Athens, Etl«XM and A«rptte 
Wcrft ancient and familiar words. The former cxprcfled a likcnefs, 

an 
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juftified by the eftablifhed principles 
ranee : but the hoftilc fc(5ls, which 
reigned in the Imperial court, were tnx 
prehenfivc of alienating, and perhaps 
ing, the minds of a powerful, though declining 
' fadtion. Every motive of authority and fafliion, 
of intereft and reafon, now militated on the fide 
of Chriftianity j but two or three generations 
clapfed, before their victorious influence was 
univerfally felt. The religion which had fo long 
and (b lately been eftablifhed i^ the Roman em- 
pire was flill revered by a numerous people, lefs 
attached indeed to fpeculative opinion, than to 
ancient cuftom. The honours of the ftate and 
army were indifferently beflowed on all the fub* 
jedls of Conftantine and Conflantiusi and a con- 
fiderable portion of knowledge and wealth and 
valour was ftill engaged in the fervice of poly* 
theifm. The fuperftition of the fenator and of 
the peafant, o^ the poet and the philofopher, was 
derived from very different caufes, but they met 
with equal devotion in the temples of the gods* 
Their zeal was infenfibly provoked by the infult* 
ing triumph of a profcribcd feet -, and their hopes 

an apparition (Homcn OdylT. xi. 6oi.) a reprefentation, an hH^get 
created either by fancy or art. The latter denoted any fort oi ftrmci 
or flavery. The Jews of Egypt, who tranflated the Hebrew fcrip- 
tures, reftrained the ufc of thcfe words (£xod. xx. 4, 5.) to the re- 
ligious worihip of an image. The peculiar idiom of the Hellenifts^ 
or Grecian Jews, has been adopted by tlie facred and ecclefiaftical 
Nvriters; and the reproach of Idolatry (E«>^\oXaTpiia) has ftigmatized 
that vifjble and abje6l mode of fuperftition, which fome fefts of 
Chiiftianity jhould not haftily impute to the polytheifts of Greece 
and Rome, 

were 
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cd by the well-grounded confidence, 
efumptive heir of the empire, a young 
t hero, who had delivered Gaul from 
3f the Barbarians, had fecrctly cm- 
Dracca cnc religion of his anceftors. 



ZNO OF THE THIRD VOJuUMS. 
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